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On Our Side: Public Support for Comprehensive Sexuality Education

Organizations that support abstinence-only-untitrirage programs portray sexuality education as a
controversial issue. Yet, all evidence suggestsabamprehensive sexuality education is a mainstr&ararican
value. A vast majority of Americans support conmamesive sexuality education—medically accurate; age
appropriate education that includes informationutboth abstinence ammbntraception—and believe young
people should be given information about how tdgubthemselves from unintended pregnancies andafigx
transmitted diseases (STDs).

National surveys of adults demonstrate overwhelming public support for comprehensive sexuality
education in American schools:

» 93% of parents of junior high school students @hth of parents of high school students believe veiry or
somewhat important to have sexuality educationagisgs the school curriculum. In contrast, only 4%
parents of junior high school students and 6% oémiz of high school students believe sexualitycatan
should not be taught in schdol.

» 95% of parents of junior high school students @B of parents of high school students believeliivgt
control and other methods of preventing pregnameyappropriate topics for sexuality education paogs in
schools’®

» 88% of parents of junior high school students a5 ®&f parents of high school students believe
information about how to use and where to get emefptives is an appropriate topic for sexualitycadion
programs in school$.

> 72% of parents of junior high school students abith ®f parents of high school students stated duasrhl
government funding “should be used to fund morem@inensive sex education programs that include
information on how to obtain and use condoms ahdratontraceptives” instead of funding programs tha
have “abstaining from sexual activity” as theiryplrpose.

» More than 6 in 10 voters would be more likely tdevtor a candidate who supports comprehensive §igxua
educatior?.

Stdate surveysfrom acrossthe country demonstrate overwhelming support for compr ehensive sexuality
ucation:

»97% of parents in Washington State support seyuaditication for high school students, and 87% of
Washington’s parents believe teens should recafeemation on sex and sexuality over the claim Heat
education encourages sexual activity among téens.

»90% of adults in Texas favor teaching sex educatiahincludes information about contraceptive rod#)
the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases adstinencé.

» 83% of lllinois voters agree that students in dismshould have information about contraception disdase
prevention, as well as age-appropriate facts g@gnancy and STDs..

> 81% of registered voters in South Carolina supgextality education containing information on
contraception and abstinerite.

» 78% of California residents support programs teath about abstinence as well as how to obtaiusad
contraceptives. Furthermore, residents believettteatederal government should pay for this ingtomc'®



Americans strongly support including a wide breadth of topicsin sexuality education: ™
»100% of parents of junior high school students @9fb of parents of high school students believe
HIV/AIDS is an appropriate topic for sexuality edtion programs in schools.

»100% of parents of junior high school students @8 of parents of high school students believe agxu
transmitted diseases other than HIV/AIDS, sucheapds, are appropriate topics for sexuality edanati
programs in schools.

»99% of parents of junior high school students arfth @f parents of high school students believe tsds
of how babies are made, pregnancy, and birth greppate topics for sexuality education programs i
schools.

»97% of parents of junior high school students aéfth @f parents of high school students believe médron
about how to get tested for HIV and other sexuaipsmitted diseases is an appropriate topic fauaday
education programs in schools.

» 83% of parents of junior high school students a@fh of parents of high school students believe médron
about how to put on a condom is an appropriate tiapisexuality education programs in schddls.

» 71% of parents of junior high school students aBfth ©f parents of high school students believe mfog
teens that they can obtain birth control pills framily planning clinics and doctors without persig
from a parent is an appropriate topic for sexuadycation programs in schools.

»80% of parents of junior high school students aBfth of parents of high school students believe
homosexuality and sexual orientation are approptitics for sexuality education programs in school

Broad public support for comprehensive sexuality curriculaisfound acrossideological and religiouslines:
» A majority of voters in nearly every demographitecpory, including Democrats, Republicans, and
independents, as well as Catholics and evangaicastians support comprehensive sex educafion.

» Over four in five anti-choice voters agree thatstts should receive age-appropriate, medicallyrate
sexuality education, beginning in the early graates continuing through ¥2grade™*

» Almost nine in ten self-described Evangelical ombagain Christians support sexuality educatiomdpei
taught in school§>

» More than 14 religious denominations and faith-dasganizations are members of the National Coalito
Support Sexuality EducationSde the full list of over 150 supporting organizations at www.ncsse.org.)
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