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Last week, the Penn State football
team was greeted with a sea of white
from the student section when it
emerged from the Beaver Stadium tun-
nel. Saturday they will be met by a
“Maize Out.”

Michigan fans have been instructed
to wear yellow when quarterback Chad
Henne’s offense takes the field. The
Nittany Lions defense has been prepar-
ing all week to handle both the pres-
sure of playing in Michigan Stadium
and the Wolverines’ always-threatening
offense.

“The way I look at it, you can either
make a diamond when under pressure
or you can just fold,” defensive end
Tamba Hali said.

Sophomore running back Mike Hart,
who missed two games earlier this sea-
son with a hamstring injury, was the
player singled out by the Lions as the
crux of the Wolverines offense.

“I’m not sure why they lost a couple,”
Lions coach Joe Paterno said about the

Wolverines 3-3 (1-2 Big Ten) record.
“But, they certainly weren’t as good
without their young running back, Mike
Hart, as they have been since he came
back.”

Hart has averaged 112 yards rushing
per game in the four games he has
played this season and averages 4.8
yards per carry. He was named Big Ten
Offensive Player of the Week two weeks

ago, after racking up 218 yards rushing
in Michigan’s overtime win over No. 16
Michigan State.

Defensive tackle Scott Paxson elabo-
rated on just what makes Hart tough to
face.

“Little shifty, a little more quicker,
he’s not the biggest guy but when you
get him you got to wrap him up because 

See MICHIGAN ‘O’, Page 18.
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Penn State linebacker Paul Posluszny
celebrated his 21st birthday on Monday,
but on a day when most Penn State stu-
dents are hitting the bars for the first
time, Posluszny hit nothing but the
scout-team quarterback.

“I’m gonna have to wait until after the
season to go out I guess,” Posluszny
said. “We really don’t go out during the
season. I’ll just have to wait for awhile.”

Even after notching what was
arguably the biggest win of the decade
for No. 8 Penn State, it was business as
usual for the Nittany Lions this week.

Penn State’s players, almost to a
man, said that other than being slightly
more sore than usual this week follow-
ing last Saturday’s 17-10 victory over
Ohio State, they had been going through
their normal preparation all week.

“Practice has been intense. Unfortu-
nately a lot of our bodies are still sore
from the game and we’re tired, but
practice hasn’t changed,” defensive end
Tamba Hali said.

“We conditioned on Monday, Tuesday
was our hardest practice and [Wednes-
day] we’re going to tone it down a little
bit.”

While some expect Penn State to fal-
ter this week coming off such an emo-
tional win, the players have made it

clear that since the clock ran out on the
victory over Ohio State, the only thing
on their minds has been the Michigan
Wolverines. 

“We just have to go out there and win
every week,” defensive end Matthew
Rice said after the Ohio State game.
“We trying to go undefeated, so it’s not
such a big win for us. It’s Michigan
now.”

But no matter how focused Penn
State is heading into this Saturday’s
contest at the Big House, there is still
the concern of the team being worn out,
having played three emotionally drain-
ing games in three consecutive weeks.

Since the Big Ten season began on
October 24th, Penn State has gone from
conference also-rans to conference
favorites, but along they way they have
played three taxing games.

“It depends on how you approach the
game,” Paterno said. “Whether you can
maintain a certain level of emotion and
certain level of execution and do certain
things depends very, very much on your
leadership and your assistant coaches.”

Paterno has spoke highly of both his
senior leadership and his assistant
coaches all season, and quarterback
Michael Robinson, unquestionably the
leader of the Nittany Lions, said that he
is not worried about a lack of focus.

“It gets tough, but I think as a team
we just have to focus on it one game at a

time and as long as we are able to focus
and do what we have to do I think we’ll
be alright,” Robinson said.

“As long as the older guys on the
team, the seniors, set a tone at practice
and let everybody know that if we go 6-5
nobody is going to be talking about the
fact that we were 6-0.”

The fact that Penn State has been
down and out for years may help to keep
the Lions focused and keep them from
taking a dangerous Michigan for grant-
ed, but, in the meantime, Paterno and
Robinson have both made it a priority to
keep the team focused.

“This team is a lot more family orient-

ed than the past. We all hang out togeth-
er, and we all believe in each other. We
all believe that when the chips are down
we can pull it off,” Robinson said.

“We came into meetings [Monday]
and everybody was talking about Michi-
gan, no one was talking about Ohio
State.”

PSU    MICH
28       20

PSU    MICH
31       17

PSU    MICH
27       24

Robinson
goes off

Hunt has best
game this year

Lions get to
Henne in the

backfield

Big day for
Mike Hart

Crowd noise
causes 

problems

Breaston
breaks a big

return

Game close
to the end

Blue Band
on the road

Disinterested
Wolverine fans

yawn on TV

SPORTS
THURSDAY, Oct. 13, 2005 11

Pigskin Preview

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Puz hopes for
b-day present

Jeremy Drey/Collegian

Michael Robinson (12) runs past Ohio State’s A.J. Hawk during Penn State’s 17-10 victory against the then-No.6 Buckeyes.

It was back to business this week for the LB and the Lions’
defense in preparation for Saturday’s big game vs. Michigan.

Hart,
Henne
to test
PSU ‘D’

O N THE
OTHER
SIDE of

Mount Nittany, if
they can see it,
the possibilities
are promising.

They have
proved that legiti-
macy is no longer
an issue. That,
yeah, they are a
different team that
walks and talks
with a different swagger and has a dif-
ferent view of what college football
looks like at the top of the Big Ten
summit.

The only issue left now is whether
or not they want to be great.

Their coach has been hesitant to
say they are, because, truth is, he
doesn’t know yet. No one knows.

Over the years, the great Penn
State football teams have left legacies
that leave loyalists reveling in time.
There are still a few more chapters to
be written before this season’s story-
book can be published.

Maybe Penn State football coach
Joe Paterno knows something about
his team that we don’t.

Or maybe he’s just been around
long enough to understand that col-
lege football seasons are marathons,

not sprints to the sideline.
Perhaps he remembers the 1999

season, when that team started out 9-
0 before falling at home to a Minneso-
ta team by a digit. That loss was the
start of three straight that year. You
wonder if that loss to the Gophers did
detrimental damage to that team’s
psyche?

One impressive trait about this
year’s team is its leadership, which
has made sure the team’s focus from
week-to-week has been, well, on
games from week-to-week. This team
has been mature enough not to look
ahead at a potential cupcake on the
schedule — which by the way, doesn’t
have one on it this week.

They have enough to worry about.
That’s our job, anyway.

If they can somehow come away
with a win in Ann Arbor on Saturday,
the final four look intriguing. There-
after will be a road game against the
new Big Ten doormat, Illinois, a team
that has stolen that crown away from
4-1 Indiana.

Then the Lions come home for two
home games. The first against Purdue
on homecoming weekend. The Lions
have lost two straight homecoming
games, but most of you have been in
Beaver Stadium this season. Do you
really see them losing that one?

Then the Wisconsin Badgers arrive
in town. They are sketchy at best, just 

See COLUMN: YASSIN, Page 18.
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For a unit that on most teams is
largely anonymous, Penn State’s offen-
sive line has spent a bit too much time
in the spotlight in recent years — for all
the wrong reasons.

The low point was undoubtedly last
year’s game against when Wisconsin
when Erasmus James and Company
slapped around Penn State’s line on the
way to injuring both of the Nittany
Lions’ top two quarterbacks.

After the rushing attack continued to
sputter at the beginning of the 2005 sea-
son, it appeared as thought the strug-
gles of Penn State’s offensive line might
limit the effectiveness of the offense.

But the unit has shown a steady
improvement week by week and is
coming off what may have been its best
performance of the year; a no-sack, 117-
yard rushing day against an outstand-

ing and talented Ohio State defense.
“We felt like we could run the ball on

them,” quarterback Michael Robinson
said of the Buckeyes. “Our offensive
line did a great job and things worked
out.”

Things have been “working out” bet-
ter and better all season despite the
fact that the line has lost one starter to
what appears to be a season-ending
knee injury and is trying to re-integrate
another former starter into the lineup.

After right tackle John Wilson
injured his knee in the days leading up
to last weekend’s game, senior Andrew
Richardson, a former starter who lost
his spot two weeks after the debacle
against Wisconsin, stepped into the
right tackle position.

“He played a great a game. The best
rusher is probably gonna be coming to
his side and he knows that,” center E.Z
Smith said after the Ohio State game.
“He’s very athletic, he can do some
things as an athlete that some offensive
lineman can’t.”

Richardson’s standing on the team
had been in question in the off-season
after his alleged involvement in a bow-

and-arrow incident, despite the fact
that Richardson was eventually cleared
of any wrongdoing by the Penn State
Office of Judicial Affairs.

Still coach Joe Paterno was bothered
by the incident.

“Obviously, the off-field struggles dis-
turbed me, and I was disappointed in
[Richardson],” Paterno said. “I was dis-
appointed in all of the kids that were
involved in some of those things.”

Another player that was involved was
Smith, who was temporarily expelled
from the university until the start of the
fall 2005 semester, as a result of the
bow-and-arrow incident. 

It was the second time Smith had
been suspended from the football team
and he has been gradually worked back
into the lineup.

Paterno has said since the beginning
of the season that he is not sure that
Smith is necessarily a better player
than his replacement, walk-on Lance
Antolick, but Smith says that he is
ready to play 60 minutes if necessary.

“I ran conditioning tests and passed
all those,” Smith said. “I’m in good foot-

See O-LINE, Page 18.
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Penn State’s Tamba Hali (91) applies pressure to Buckeye quarterback Troy Smith.

O-line finding its comfort zone
The Penn State offensive line
has been steadily improving
throughout the season.
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MY OPINION

Lions’ potential
yet to be realized
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