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THE PRESIDENCY--ADBRATAM
- c«+ - LINCOLN. - -:-

. Of the three or four States which afe be- !
Yieved to constitute the debateable ground in
the next Presidentis] campaigo, and whose
clectoral votes will determine the result, Illi-
nois s universally couceded to be ome, It
appears to bo a foregone conclusion that the
pomination of the Chicago Convention will be
couferred upon uo oné who docs not udite in
himself the o3sential2 of requisite qualifica--
tion, devotion o the distinctive irrincii
ples of the Republican party, .and availibility
in tho States alluded to above. We have no
hesitation in saylog tbiat 28 respects thoe first
two cysentials, Abraham Lincoln, of Jiligois, is
the peer of avy mau yet named in"connection
with the Republican noininations, whils in re-
gard to availability, we balieve hini to bé more
certain 1o carvy Dlinois and Indiana tha 'dny
ono clse, and Lis pelitizal antecedents arle such
as “to commend Lim heartily to. the. support of
Peonsylvania and New Jersey.. Mr. Lincoln
would now Le in the séat occupied liy Mr.
Douelas in the U, S. Senate, but for the gross
unfairness of the apportionment of our legisla
tive representation. In his contest with Mr,
Douglas in 1858, Jess than two huodred
addditional votes in dose districts, -would
have sccured'his triumpl, bad as the appor-
tiomacut was. At the same clection the Re”
publicans achieved a victory on their State of-
fleers—the vote af the latter being about
equal to the aggregate vote of the
Douglasites and  Democrats.  Ou the
popular vote in the three Northern Copgress-
jonal districis there was a Republican loss of
several thousand growing out ofthe helj'el' that
Judge Douglas had permanently broken with
the Democratic party, aod the pcrsislexit mene
ner in which Eastern Republicans and nevws-
papers advoeated his electivn.  With Mr. Lin-
coln as our caudidaie for the Presidency, not
only would ull these voies. bo recovered, but
greater or less inroads would be made in the
ranks of the Democracy, sud the State be se-
cared beyond any possible contingency.

But the popalarity of Mr. Lincoln is not con-
fined to Nlinois or o the Northwestern States.
His memorable cauvass with Mr. Douglas in
1858, gave Republicass tiroughout the: Union
an opportunity ¢f becomivg familiar with bis
admirble personal gualities, his entire devo-
tion 10 the distinctive principlesof the party,
his rare abilities, and Lis broad, statesmanlike
views of natioual politicul questions, We
briefly sumn up gome of the elements:of his
popularity and strength: -

1st. A gentleman of unimpeachable purity
of privaw life.  His good name is not soiled
by a single act, political, social, moral’ or re-
Yicious, that wa or his trienrds need blush to
own as his. In all his relations to his fellows
he has not yet been guilty of that thing upon
which au enuny can place his finger and say,
“‘thia is dishonest,” or “ this is mean.” Jlerein
be i< the peer of the most unspotted man in
the il ublic—the living likeness, full length
size, o the bast of the eminent characters who
Jaid tha fouudation of the governmewt.

2. A man of, at ouce, great breadth and
great acuteness of iutelicet.  Not learned, in
a bookish sense, but waster of great funda-
mentai priveiples, and of that Kind of ability
which upplies them to erises and gventé. The
masterly cadvass which he made with Doug-
las, and Lis later speeches in Ohio, mark him
as one of the ablest political thinkers of his-
day.

3d. Right on the record. An Old Line
Whig of the Henry Clay schoul, criginully, be
came early into the Republican wovement, in
which Lie has since been so conspicuous. He
has that radicalism which & keen insight into
the meanirg of tho auti-slavery confiict, is
gure (o give; but, coupled wizh it, that consti-
tutional concervitistn which could never fail in
proper respect for existing justitutions aud
laws, and which would never precipitate or
sunction juuovations more destructive than
the abuses thut they seck to correct.  Right on
the question of Slavery, on the Homestead
question, on all the issues which divide the
parties; needing no tinkering to make him ac-

ceptable to Penusylvania and Naee To—ou
~euwiuate O e party which in itself is an

embodiment of the principles aud measures
neezssary for the perpetuity of the TUnion and
the preservation of our free institutions—he
‘would enter the field acceptable to the Opposi.
tion of ali shudes of opinion, harmonizing all
interests, conciliating all jarring elements—the
master of the position, a guarantor of success.

4th, A man of executive capacity.: Never
garrulous, never promising what he cannot
perform, mever doing anything for show or
effect, labdricusly attentive to.detail, industri-
ous and conscicutious, he would see to it that
no want of promptness, attention or industry on
his part sliould defeat the reforms in the ad-
ministration of national affairs which Republi(
canism is pledged to inaugurate.

These are xotac of the reasors why we faver
tho nomipation of Mr. Liucoln for the first
place on the National Tepublican ticket.: We
do not know, however, that he has any aspira-
tions for the position. While others are in-
triguing and trading, be is at his professional
work, content to be let alone. But he is' no
doubt at the disposal of his friends; and we
feel very confident that Illinois will present his
name to the Chicago Convention, as the man,
above all others, who will be mest likely to
lead the Republican party on to a glorious vie-
tory, and whose administration of the National
Govornment would recall the best days of the
Ropublic. Should the Convention give him
this position, then the honor which he hasnot
sought, but which his admirers have hoped he
might altain, will, like ripe fruit, fall into his
hands. Abrzham Lincoln will never be Presi-
dent by virtue of intrigue and bargain.
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