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Poll: McCain leads Obama By 3% in Michigan 

McCain’s Strong Support Among Independents and Male voters gives him a 
slight 46% - 43% lead in a Toss-Up State 

 
 
LANSING – A poll released today by Inside Michigan Politics shows that Republican 
Presidential Candidate John McCain has a slim three (3) point lead over Barack Obama 
in Michigan’s latest poll. The poll shows that both candidates have strong support with 
their base voters, but McCain’s support among Independent voters 45%- 37% (+8%) puts 
him on top in this toss-up state 
 
“John McCain has a track record with Michigan Independent voters,” said Bill Ballenger, 
Editor of Inside Michigan Politics. “The current polling shows that they still like him and 
they like and support Sarah Palin as his running mate.” 
 
The poll showed that Obama continues to show strong support among women (+2%), 
young voters (+16%), African Americans (+89%), voters living in the Detroit Metro area 
(+9%) along with his traditional Democratic base.  
 
John McCain is showing strength among blue–collar voters (+10%), men (+9%), white 
males (+29%), conservatives (+62%) and voters living in West Michigan (+12%) and the 
Flint/Saginaw/Bay City Area (+8%).  
 
While both candidates enjoy a positive perception from the Michigan Voters, recent 
political advertising appears to be taking a toll on both candidates. Both Obama and 
McCain have seen their net favorable perceptions drop by half over the past 6 months. In 
March, McCain had a net favorable rating of +27% (60% favorable  - 33% unfavorable). 
This poll shows McCain with a +14% net favorable rating (54% favorable – 40% 
unfavorable).  Obama had a net favorability rating of 24% in March (57% favorable  - 



33% unfavorable). This poll shows that dropping to a 10% favorable rating (51% 
favorable - 41% unfavorable). 
 
Voters like McCain/Palin’s Experience and Judgment – But Change is a Toss –up. 
Voters believe the McCain/Palin ticket has more experience (61% - 31%) than the 
Obama/Biden ticket and they trust their judgment more (48% - 41%). But when it comes 
to bringing the right kind of change to Washington, the voter’s are split, – giving the 
Obama/Biden ticket a one-percent edge (44% - 43%).   
 
The poll was conducted by Marketing Resource Group, Inc. (MRG) of Lansing, 
Michigan, between September 15 and 19.  It sampled 600 likely voters in Michigan and 
has a statistical margin of error of plus or minus 4.1 percent. MRG has been polling 
Michigan voters on political issues for more than 28 years.  
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MRG Michigan Poll 
September 15-19, 2008 

Selected cross-tabs 
 
 
Q. Do you have a favorable or unfavorable perception impression of the following 
person? 
Group Obama 

Favorable 
Obama 

Unfavorable 
+/-
% 

McCain 
Favorable 

McCain 
Unfavorable 

+/- 
% 

All Voters 51% 41% +10 54% 40% +14 
Independents 49% 40% +9 56% 36% +20 
Men 49% 44% +5 57% 38% +19 
Women 53% 38% +15 50% 42% +8 
Union 59% 32% +27 46% 46% +0 
Blue Collar 49% 41% +8 55% 41% +14 
18-34 yr olds 61% 35% +26 51% 47% +4 
West Michigan 49% 42% +7 60% 36% +24 
Detroit Metro 56% 34% +22 49% 43% +6 
White Voters 47% 45% +2 60% 34% +26 
Black Voters 89% 4% +85 9% 83% -74 
 
Q. If the election for U.S. President and Vice-President were being held today, and the 
candidates were John McCain and Sarah Palin, the Republicans, and Barack Obama 
and Joe Biden, the Democrats, for whom would you vote? 
 
Group Obama/Biden McCain/Palin Neither

/Other 
Undecided +/- 

Obama % 
All Voters 43% 46% 5% 6% -3 
Independents 37% 45% 9% 9% -8 
Men 40% 49% 4% 7% -9 
Women 45% 43% 6% 5% +2 
Union 54% 36% 5% 4% +18 
Blue Collar 39% 49% 7% 4% -10 
18-34 yr olds 53% 37% 9% 2% +16 
West Michigan 39% 51% 5% 5% -12 
Detroit Metro 40% 49% 5% 6% +9 
White Voters 37% 52% 5% 6% -15 
Black Voters 91% 2% 0% 8% +89 
 
For other cross-tabs, wording of questions or other information, contact MRG at 517/372-
4400 or toms@mrgmi.com or Bill Ballenger at 517-487-6665.  
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