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Benedict Arnold: Freemason and Traitor
B e n e d ic t A r n o ld ’s h isto r y sh o w s th at h e

w as an ard e n t P atr io t in th e b e g in n in g o f
th e War, h is e ag e r n e ss p r o b ab ly fu e le d b y
th e tr o u b le th at th e B r itish w e re c au sin g
fo r c o lo n ial b u sin e ssm e n . I n 17 6 1 B e n e d ic t
A r n o ld h ad o p e n e d a g e n e ral sto re in N e w
Hav e n , C T. With th e sale o f fam ily p r o p e r ty
in 17 6 4 A r n o ld b e c am e a m e rc h an t trad e r
an d b e g an to trav e l to C an ad a an d to th e
We st In d ie s, w h e re it is b e lie v e d h e b e c am e
a F re e m aso n . O n A p r il 10 , 17 6 5 B e n e d ic t
A r n o ld affi liate d w ith Hiram L o d g e N o .
1 in N e w Hav e n , w h e re th e m in u te s re ad :
“ B r o th e r B e n e d ic t A r n o ld is b y Rig h t
Wo rsh ip fu l [N ath an Wh itin g ] p r o p o se d to
b e m ad e a m e m b e r o f th e Rig h t Wo rsh ip fu l
L o d g e an d is ac c o rd in g ly m ad e a m e m b e r in
th is L o d g e .”

I n 17 6 7 B e n e d ic t A r n o ld m ar r ie d
M ar g are t M an sfi e ld , th e d au g h te r o f a fe llo w
F re e m aso n , S am u e l M an sfi e ld .  A r n o ld h ad
b e g u n b u ild in g a larg e h o u se n e ar h is sto re
in 17 7 0 , w h ic h w as c o m p le te d in 17 7 1.
His in v o lv e m e n t in th is p r o je c t, an d w ith a
law su it h e w as e n g ag e d in , m ay e x p lain w h y
h e w as ab le to atte n d a m e e tin g at S o lo m o n ’s
N o . 1 o n Ju n e 12 , 17 7 1, in ste ad o f b e g in n in g
th e se aso n ’s sh ip p in g trav e l.

Freemasonry  in Pou g h k eep sie
O n A p r il 18 , 17 7 1 P ro v in c ial G ran d

M aste r G e o r g e Hariso n issu e d a w arran t
to S o lo m o n ’s L o d g e N o . 1, P o u g h k e e p sie ’s
fi r st M aso n ic L o d g e . Th e L o d g e w as re -
n u m b e re d th re e tim e s: o n c e in 17 9 7 w h e n
it su r re n d e re d its P r o v in c ial c h ar te r an d w as
issu e d a n e w o n e as N o . 5 6 ; o n c e in 18 0 0
w h e n it w as c h an g e d to N o . 5 , an d fi n ally
in 18 19 w h e n it w as c h an g e d to N o . 6 . I n
18 2 8 , afte r th e M o r g an affair, th e L o d g e
d isap p e are d ; in 18 3 2 th e G ran d L o d g e
fo r fe ite d th e ir w ar ran t.

I n 18 5 2 th e se c o n d L o d g e in th e are a
w as w ar ran te d as P o u g h k e e p sie L o d g e N o .
2 6 6 . Th is L o d g e is still in e x iste n c e an d is
c e le b ratin g its 15 5 th A n n iv e r sar y in Ju n e o f
2 0 0 7 . I n 18 7 9 a th ird M aso n ic L o d g e w as
w ar ran te d an d n am e d Triu n e L o d g e N o .
7 8 2 ; an d in 19 2 2 a fo u r th , n am e d O b e d
L o d g e N o . 9 8 4 , w as w ar ran te d . I n 19 8 6
th e se tw o L o d g e s m e r g e d to b e c o m e Triu n e -
O b e d L o d g e N o . 7 8 2 , w h ic h c e le b rate s its
12 8 th A n n iv e r sar y in S e p te m b e r o f 2 0 0 7 .

R ev olu tion, Treason and Aftermath
Wh e n th e Re v o lu tio n b e g an o n A p r il

19 , 17 7 5 B e n e d ic t A r n o ld ag g re ssiv e ly
jo in e d th e fi g h t ag ain st th e B r itish . His w ife
M ar g are t d ie d o n Ju n e 19 th , tw o m o n th s
afte r th e Re v o lu tio n b e g an . A r n o ld th e n
sp e n t th e n e x t fo u r y e ar s fi g h tin g v alian tly
fo r th e Re v o lu tio n . I n Ju n e o f 17 7 8 h e w as
g iv e n c o m m an d o f P h ilad e lp h ia.

It w as h e re in P h ilad e lp h ia th at h e m e t
h is se c o n d w ife , P e g g y S h ip p e n , w h o w as
a L o y alist an d w h o w as fo r m e r ly lo v e d an d
c o u r te d b y M ajo r A n d r é . P e g g y ’s am b itio n
is c re d ite d as o n e o f th e m ain re aso n s fo r
A r n o ld ’s tre aso n , an o th e r b e in g A r n o ld ’s
h u g e d issatisfac tio n w ith th e tre atm e n t h e
w as re c e iv in g fr o m th e n e w g o v e r n m e n t,
w h e re h e fe lt h e h ad b e e n p asse d o v e r fo r
p r o m o tio n s. He also fe lt u n ju stly c h ar g e d
w ith m ism an ag in g h is p o st in P h ilad e lp h ia,
w h e re h e h ad b e g u n to liv e e x trav ag an tly . He
w as late r c o u r t-m ar sh ale d in M o r r isto w n ,
N J in Ju n e o f 17 7 9 fo r m isu se o f b o th fu n d s
an d ar m y p e r so n n e l. His se n te n c e w as a
re p r im an d b y th e c o m m an d e r -in -c h ie f,
G e o r g e Wash in g to n , a se n te n c e c o n fi r m e d
b y C o n g re ss o n F e b r u ar y 12 th , 17 8 0 . F o r
A r n o ld , w h o fe lt w r o n g ly ac c u se d , to b e
re p r im an d e d b y h is fr ie n d Wash in g to n w as
n o t o n ly e m b ar rassin g , b u t h e th o u g h t it
e x tre m e ly in su ltin g to all o f th e sac r ifi c e s h e
h ad m ad e fo r th e w ar e ffo r t.

A t th is p o in t, B e n e d ic t A r n o ld h ad alre ad y
m ad e h is fi r st o v e r tu re to th e B r itish . A fte r
h is h u m iliatin g c e n su re , h e tu r n e d d o w n
an ac tiv e c o m m an d p o sitio n an d c o n v in c e d
Wash in g to n to g iv e h im c o m m an d o f
th e strate g ic ally lo c ate d We st P o in t. O n
S e p te m b e r 2 3 , 17 8 0 , A r n o ld ’s traito r o u s
p lo t to tu r n We st P o in t o v e r to th e B r itish

w as d isc o v e re d b y th e c ap tu re o f a B r itish
so ld ie r, M ajo r Jo h n A n d r é , b y th re e P atr io ts:
Jo h n P au ld in g , Isaac V an Wart, an d D av id
William s. P au ld in g an d William s w o u ld late r
b e c o m e F re e m aso n s, w ith P au ld in g jo in in g
C o r tlan d t L o d g e N o . 3 4 in C o r tlan d t, N Y
in th e 17 9 0 s an d William s jo in in g L o tu s
L o d g e N o . 3 1 in 18 2 7 , se r v in g as its fi r st
Ju n io r Ward e n .

B e n e d ic t A r n o ld e sc ap e d to a B r itish sh ip
an d late r fo u g h t fo r th e B r itish ag ain st th e
Re v o lu tio n . He d ie d in p o v e r ty in L o n d o n
in 18 0 1. A n d r é w as k ille d b y h an g in g , as
re g u latio n s re latin g to a sp y re q u ire d , b u t
h e p re se n te d so sy m p ath e tic a fi g u re th at
G e n e ral Ham ilto n w as m o v e d to c o m m e n t,
“ He d ie d u n iv e r sally e ste e m e d an d u n iv e r sally
re g re tte d .”

O n M ay 16 , 17 8 1 S o lo m o n ’s L o d g e N o .
1 p asse d a re so lu tio n w h ic h state s: “ O rd e re d
th at th e N am e o f B e n e d ic t A r n o ld b e
c o n sid e re d as o b lite rate d fr o m th e M in u te s
o f th is L o d g e , a Traito r.” His sig n atu re in
th e list o f v isito r s to th e L o d g e o n Ju n e 12 ,
17 7 1 is c ro sse d o u t in a w ay th at allo w s
id e n tifi c atio n o f th e n am e b e n e ath . N e x t
to th e state m e n t o f th e 17 8 1 re so lu tio n
is a sm all d raw in g o f a h an d , w ith a fi n g e r
p o in tin g at th e w o rd “ Traito r.”

Tw o y e ar s afte r th e d e ath o f M ajo r A n d r é ,
G e o r g e Wash in g to n v isite d S o lo m o n ’s
L o d g e N o . 1 o n D e c e m b e r 2 7 , 17 8 2 . A t
th e m e e tin g , p ar t o f an ad d re ss re ad to th e
C o m m an d e r -in -C h ie f w as re c o rd e d in th e
m in u te s as fo llo w s: “ We th e M aste r, Ward e n s
an d B re th re n o f S o lo m o n ’s L o d g e N o . 1 are
h ig h ly se n sib le o f th e Ho n o r d o n e to M aso n r y
in g e n e ral b y th e c o u n te n an c e sh o w n to it b y
th e m o st D ig n ifi e d C h arac te r....”

A t th e tim e o f Wash in g to n ’s v isit to th e
L o d g e , th e Re v o lu tio n ar y War w as alm o st
o v e r. B r itain d e c lare d an e n d to th e h o stilitie s
o n F e b r u ar y 4 , 17 8 3 an d th e U n ite d S tate s
C o n g re ss d e c lare d an e n d to th e w ar o n
A p r il 11, 17 8 3 . Th e B r itish d id n o t e v ac u ate
c o m p le te ly fr o m N e w Y o r k C ity , h o w e v e r,
u n til alm o st a y e ar afte r Wash in g to n ’s v isit
to S o lo m o n ’s L o d g e N o . 1, le av in g o n
N o v e m b e r 2 5 th , 17 8 3 as Wash in g to n e n te re d
th e c ity in tr iu m p h . n
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