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THE FIRESCAPE
A home in a woodland setting is a home sur-
rounded b y  a forest fire fuel, and in real danger
if a wildfire is on the loose.

FIRE-WISE LANDSCAPING can create a LINE
OF DEFENSE against the threat of wildfire by
creating a safety zone or defensible space
around the home.

The goal is to B R E A K  T H E CHAIN of flammable
fuel between the home and the forest. Examine
the yard. What can catch fire and carry it to the
h o u s e ?

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO WITH
THIS PIECE OF LAND?
You can landscape for fire protection while
maintaining a natural look to your surroundings.
Work, with the plants native to the site, using the
patterns found in nature.  Also, consider the har-
diness zones and planting sites when choosing
new plants. Where plants and trees are placed
in your yard  is just as important as the species
when planning fire safety.

ALL PLANTS BURN!
There are no fire proof plants,  but some plants
are more fire-retardant than others. Use these
considerations when choosing plants and trees
for your yard.

Choose plants and trees with:
. A high moisture content in  the leaves

(leaves that stay moist) 
. A low oil or resin content (avoid pines).
. Minimal litter and accumulating debris.
.  Limited foliage, and few dead branches.
. A lower overall height.
. An open, loose branching habit.
. Easy maintenance and pruning.
. Drought resistance:



A FEW SUGGESTED TREES:

Common Name Scientific Name
LARGE SIZED HARDWOODS 
Oaks.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Quercus sp.
Maples.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Acer sp .
White & Green Ash . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fraxinus sp. 
Hickor ies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carya sp.
Honey Locust. . . . . . . . . . .  Gledits ia t r iacantho 

var. inermis
Black Gum... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nyssa sylvat ica 
Yel low Poplar. . . . . . . . . . .  Liriodendron tulipifera
Hackberry........................   Celtis occidentallis

Ginkgo bilobaGinkgo..........................................

MEDIUM SIZED HARDWOODS
Golden Raintree .............. Koelreuteria  paniculata
Common Crape Myrt le . . . .  Lagerstroemia indica
Common Persimmon ....... Diospyros virginiana
 Flowering  Dogwood ..................... Cornus florida
Apple & Crabapple ................................. Malus sp.
Ornamental Maples................................. Acer sp.

SUGGESTED SHRUBS
Holly......................................................... Llex sp.
Juniper ................................................... Juniperus sp.
Star Magnolia ................................... Magnolia stellara 
Nandina ..................................  Nandina domestica sp.
Witch-hazal ......................... Hamamelis virginiana
Elderberry ............................... Sambucus canadensis
Common Lilac ................................... Syringa vulgaris

SUGGESTED GROUND COVERS
Wilson Ivy ............................... Hendera helix 'wilsonii'
Blue Rug Juniper ............. Juniperus horizontalis

‘wiltonii’
Liriope ................................... Liriope muscari sp.
Creeping Liriope ......................... Liriope spicata
Mondo Grass ................. Ophiopogon japonicus

FIRE-PRONE PLANTS TO AVOID WITHIN
30 FEET OF THE HOUSE:
Loblolly Pine ...................................... Pinus taeda
Longleaf Pine .................................... Pinus palustris
Eastern Redcedar ...................... Juniperus virginiana
Kudzu ................................................... Pueraria lobata



Woodland Home Zones

ZONE 1: 5 FEET FROM THE HOUSE
This area, closest to the house, is the most critical for fire protection. Have
nothing flammable next to the house, including tall grass, evergreen trees
and shrubs, trees overhanging the house or deck, leaves, brush, firewood
piles. bark, mulch and other  burhabtes. Also,  clean gutters, roof and deck of
flammable debris, Th is  area does not have to be barren. Maintain a well kept
lawn. or use crushed brick or river stone gravel instead of mulch. Use raised
beds, large decorative rocks, stone walkways; patios, or other features to
create visual interest while maintaining a fuel break  for forest fire safety.

ZONE 2: 10 F E E T FROM THE HOUSE 
Maintain a well-kept lawn and avoid evergreens that catch fire easily and
burn quickly. Occasional trees and shrubs should be at least 10 feet from the
house. Space trees with 10-15 feet between tree crowns and prune trees 10 -
15 feet up from the ground.

A-swimming pool  can act as both a firebreak and  an emergency water supply
for firefighters. Freshly tended flower beds, herb or vegetable  gardens,, rock
gardens, stone walls and driveways can also act as firebreaks. Also, avoid
"fire ladders” where fire can climb from the ground into tree branches. Do
this by ‘pruning trees, spacing tall trees away from medium-sized trees and
by using groundcovers or small plants under tall  trees.

ZONE 3: 30-100 FEET FROM THE HOUSE
Rake or use a leaf blower to remove leaves and twigs at least 30 feet from
the house up to 100 feet on the downhill side. If you live in a pine forest,
maintain a safety zone at least 75 feet on all sides  of the house. Firewood
and other burnables  should be stored at least 30 feet from the house. This
will also help  keep fire from spreading to or from your house.  It also provides
a space for firefighters to defend your house from fire. 

Prune and thin trees so there are no dense stands or tree tops touching.
Shrubs should be well maintained, kept free of dead material and kept small.
Control brush and Weeds annually.  Steep areas can be terraced to slow
down wildfires. A stone. Wall can also  act as a fire barrier on very steep,
slopes.

THE HOUSE:
Build your house on a level location. Houses overhanging steep slopes are
very vulnerable  to forest fires. Enclose  decks. Use fire resistant building
material for both the siding and the roof.  Avoid wood shake roofs for wood-
land homes! Make sure firefighters can find and reach your home.




