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The proliferation and misuse of small arms and light weapons is one 

of the most pressing security threats of the 21st century. Loaded with 

fascinating anecdotes and disturbing statistics, this guide provides a 

gripping overview of the global impact that these cheap and easily 

obtainable weapons have had, the extent of their proliferation, the 

threat they pose in the wrong hands, and strategies for reining in this 

deadly scourge.

Covering everything from gun-toting militias to child soldiers to 

terrorists armed with shoulder-fired missiles, this is required reading 

for anyone who wishes to fully understand one of today’s key threats to 

international peace. 
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Coverage includes 
• A basic introduction to firearms 
technology and its evolution,
• A rich history of the AK-47 
assault rifle and the Stinger missile,
• The politics involved as 
governments try to curb the illicit 
trade in small arms and light 
weapons.




