Kansas Constitution

The state does not have the statewide initiative process and so therefore
the following provisions discuss the procedures used by the state
legislature to place constitutional amendments on the ballot.

Article 14 - Constitutional Amendment and Revision
§ 1: Proposails by legislature; approval by electors.
Propositions for the amendment of this constitution may be made by
concurrent resolution originating in either house of the legislature, and if
two-thirds of all the members elected (or appointed) and qualified of
each house shall approve such resolution, the secretary of state shall
cause such resolution to be published in the manner provided by law. At
the next election for representatives or a special election called by con
current resolution of the legislature for the purpose of submitting
constitutional propositions, such proposition to amend the constitution
shall be submitted, both by title and by the amendment as a whole, to
the electors for their approval or rejection. The title by which a proposition
is submitted shall be specified in the concurrent resolution making the
proposition and shall be a brief non-technical statement expressing the
intent or purpose of the proposition and the effect of a vote for and a
vote against the proposition. If a majority of the electors voting on any
such amendment shall vote for the amendment, the same shall become
a part of the constitution. When more than one amendment shall be
submitted at the same election, such amendments shall be so submitted
as to enable the electors to vote on each amendment separately. One
amendment of the constitution may revise any entire article, except the
arficle on general provisions, and in revising any article, the article may be
renumbered and all o r parts of other articles may be amended, or
amended and fransferred to the article being revised. Not more than five
amendments shall be submitted at the same election.
§ 2: Constitutional conventions; approval by electors.
The legislature, by the affiimative vote of two-thirds of all the members
elected to each house, may submit the question "Shall there be a
convention to amend or revise t he constitution of the state of Kansas?2" or
the question "Shall there be a convention limited to revision of article(s)
of the constitution of the state of Kansas2” to the electors at the
next election for representatives, and the concurrent resolution providing
for such question shall specify in such blank appropriate words and figures
to identify the article or arficles to be considered by the convention. If a
majority of all electors voting on the question shall vote in the affirmative,
delegates to such convention shall be elected at the next election for
representatives thereafter, unless the legislature shall have provided by
law for the election of such delegates at a special election. The electors
of each representative district as organized at the time of such election of
delegates shall elect as many delegates to the convention as there are



representatives from such district. Such delegates shall have the same
qualifications as provided by the constitution for members of the
legislature and members of the legislature and candidates for
membership in the legislature shall be eligible for election as delegates to
the convention. The delegates so elected shall convene at the state
capital on the first Tuesday in May next following such election or at an
earlier date if provided by law.

The convention shall have power to choose its own officers, appoint
and remove its employees and fix their compensation, determine its rules,
judge the qualifications of its members, and carry on the business of the
convention in an orderly manner. Each delegate shall receive such
compensation as provided by law. A vacancy in the office of any
delegate shall be filled as provided by law.

The convention shall have power to amend or revise all or that part of
the constitution indicated by the question voted upon to call the
convention, subject to ratification by the electors. No proposed
constitution, or amendment or revision of an existing constitution, shall be
submitted by the convention to the electors unless it has been available
to the delegates in final form at least three days on which the convention
is in session, prior to final passage, and receives the assent of a majority of
all the delegates. The yeas and nays upon final passage of any proposal,
and upon any question upon request of one-tenth of the delegates
present, shall be entered in the journal of the convention.

Proposals of the convention shall be submitted to the electors at the
first general or special statewide election occurring not less than two
months after final action thereon by the convention, and shall take effect
in accordance with the provisions thereof in such form and with such
notice as is directed by the convention upon receiving the approval of a
majority of the qualified electors voting thereon.



