* * Kk ok Kk

HAKS

- TEXAS ASSESSMENt
of Knowledge and Skills

Grade 4
Spanish
Written
Composition

Scoring Guide

Spring 2006

all or portions of this work is prohibited without express written permission from
Texas Education Agency.




INTRODUCTION

Writing is a life skill. As students move from grade to grade, writing skills are critical for
academic progress. Students who have difficulty putting their thoughts into writing struggle to
succeed in social studies, science, and many areas other than language arts. Because good
writing requires good thinking, the act of writing helps students learn to clarify their thoughts
and focus their ideas.

The composition section of the TAKS writing test assesses Objectives 1 and 2. Objective 1
focuses on the quality of the composition’s content, while Objective 2 focuses on how clearly
and effectively the student communicates his or her ideas. These objectives are inextricably
linked because good writing must be both substantial and mechanically sound.

Objective 1
The student will, within a given context, produce an effective composition for a specific
purpose.

The ability to communicate thoughts and ideas through writing helps students become
successful, not only in school but throughout their lives. In order to communicate
effectively, students must organize and develop ideas in a logical, coherent, and interesting
manner that is easy for the reader to follow and understand. Objective 1 tests each student’s
ability to produce an organized and well-developed composition in response to a prompt.
The prompt is worded so that students have broad latitude in crafting an individual
response. Students can use any organizational strategy that allows them to write an effective
piece—they can write a story, a description, a philosophical piece, an expository piece—or
they can combine approaches. However students choose to respond, it is important that the
composition they write is uniquely theirs—that it is authentic and represents their best
thinking and writing.

Objective 2
The student will produce a piece of writing that demonstrates a command of the

conventions of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence
structure.

To write well in Spanish, students must be able to apply the conventions of the Spanish
language. This means that students must have the following skills. First, when students
write a composition, they have the ability to follow the rules of correct capitalization,
punctuation, spelling, grammar, usage, and sentence structure. Second, they have the ability
to write effective sentences and use words and phrases that enhance the reader’s
understanding of their ideas. Although students are not expected to produce absolutely
error-free writing on the test, they are expected to write as clearly and correctly as possible.
The stronger the writing conventions are, the more likely it is that students will be able to
produce an effective composition.

TAKS compositions are holistically scored on a scale of 1 (ineffective) to 4 (highly effective).
For each score point, the scoring guide presents the rubric as well as four student compositions
with explanatory annotations. Using this scoring guide will help you to better understand your
students’ writing development and the strengths and weaknesses of your school’s writing
program. However, it is important to remember that readers assign scores to compositions based
on overall effectiveness. Because these judgments are holistic, compositions at a particular score
point generally do not reflect every characteristic listed on the rubric for that score point.




Escribe una composicién de una vez que te
divertiste haciendo algo con otras personas.

La informacién en el cuadro de abajo te ayudara a recordar lo que debes tomar
en cuenta cuando escribas tu composicién.

Recuerda:

Q Escribe de una vez que te divertiste haciendo algo con
otras personas.

QO Asegurate de que cada oracién que escribas ayude al
lector a entender tu composicion.

Q Desarrolla tus ideas detalladamente para que el lector
tenga una idea clara de lo que quieres decir.

QO Trata de escribir bien las oraciones usando
correctamente la ortografia, las mayusculas, la
puntuacion y la gramatica.

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been
changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




SCORE POINT 1

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS AN INEFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

O Individual paragraphs and/or the composition as a whole are not focused. The writer may shift
abruptly from idea to idea, making it difficult for the reader to understand how the ideas
included in the composition are related.

) The composition as a whole has little, or no, sense of completeness. The introduction and
conclusion, if present, may be perfunctory.

O A substantial amount of writing may be extraneous because it does not contribute to the
development or quality of the composition. In some cases, the composition overall may be only
weakly connected to the prompt.

Organization

O The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and/or paragraph to paragraph is
not logical. Sometimes weak progression results from an absence of transitions or from the use
of transitions that do not make sense. At other times, the progression of thought is simply not
evident, even if appropriate transitions are included.

d An organizational strategy is not evident. The writer may present ideas in a random or
haphazard way, making the composition difficult to follow.

0 Wordiness and/or repetition may stall the progression of ideas.

Development of Ideas

O The writer presents one or more ideas but provides little or no development of those ideas.

a The writer presents one or more ideas and attempts to develop them. However, this
development is so general or vague that it prevents the reader from understanding the writer’s
ideas.

0 The writer presents only a plot summary of a published piece of writing, a movie, or a
television show.

O The writer omits information, which creates significant gaps between ideas. These gaps prevent
the reader from clearly understanding those ideas.

Voice

0 The writer does not engage the reader, therefore failing to establish a connection.

O There may be little or no sense of the writer’s individual voice. The composition does not
sound authentic or original. The writer is unable to express his/her individuality or unique
perspective.

Conventions

O There is little or no evidence in the composition that the writer can correctly apply the
conventions of the English language. Severe and/or frequent errors in spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure may cause the writing to be unclear or
difficult to read. These errors weaken the composition by causing an overall lack of fluency.

O The writer may misuse or omit words and phrases and may frequently write awkward

sentences. These weaknesses interfere with the effective communication of ideas.



CALIFICACION DE 1

CADA COMPOSICION CON CALIFICACION DE 1.ES UNA PRESENTACION INEFICAZ DE LAS IDEAS DEL

ESCRITOR.

Enfoque y coherencia

)

La composicién en general o parrafos individuales no mantienen un enfoque en el tema. El
escritor cambia bruscamente de una idea a otra haciendo que al lector le sea dificil comprender
1a relacién entre las ideas que aparecen en la composicién.

La composicién en general da poca o ninguna impresién de estar-terminada. La introduccién y
conclusién, si acaso estdn incluidas, se aplican mecdnicamente.

Una gran parte del texto es irrelevante porque no contribuye al desarrollo o a la calidad de Ia
composicién. En algunos casos, la composicién en general se relaciona vagamente con el tema
a desarrollar.

Organizacion

a

)

El avance progresivo de las ideas del escritor entre una oracidn y la siguiente, o entre un
parrafo y otro no tiene 16gica. Algunas veces, este avance progresivo estd limitado por la
ausencia o el uso-inadecuado de palabras de transicién. Otras veces, el avance progresivo de las
ideas no es evidente, aunque se usen palabras de transicidn.

No es evidente ninguna estrategia de organizacién. El escritor presenta las ideas sin ningiin
orden, haciendo que la composicion sea dificil de entender.

El exceso de palabras o repeticiones puede detener el avance progresivo de las ideas.

Desarrollo de ideas

o
a

Yoz
3
)

El escritor presenta una o mds ideas, pero no las desarrolla o las desarrolla muy poco.

El escritor presenta una o mds ideas e intenta desarrollarlas. Sin embargo, este desarrollo es tan
general o vago que impide que el lector entienda las ideas del escritor.

El escritor presenta solamente un resumen de la trama de una pelicula, un programa de
televisién o de un texto publicado.

El escritor omite informacidn, lo cual crea grandes lagunas que impiden que el lector entienda
completamente las ideas.

El escritor no capta el interés del lector, por lo tanto no logra establecer una conexién.

La voz del escritor no se distingue o es minima. La composicién no suena auténtica ni original.
El escritor no es capaz de expresar su individualidad ni su propia perspectiva.

Convenciones del lenguaje

0

En la composicién hay poca o ninguna evidencia de que el escritor pueda aplicar correctamente
las convenciones del idioma espafiol. Hay errores graves o frecuentes de ortografia, puntuacion,
uso de mayiisculas, uso y estructura del lenguaje y gramdtica, los cuales hacen que le falte
fluidez a la composicién y que sea dificil de leer.

El escritor omite palabras y frases o las usa incorrectamente, y con frecuencia escribe oraciones
confusas. Esto impide a comunicacién eficaz de las ideas.
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Score Point: 1

The student begins this response describing a trip to an amusement park and the beach
with his or her cousins, then shifts abruptly to being at their home and finally leaves for
California. The writer attempts to discuss several events, but the development of each
event is vague and does not give the reader a clear understanding of what happened. The
overall lack of focus and development cause the response to be ineffective.
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Score Point: 1

The writer presents a composition about how she enjoys playing games, watching movies
and listening to the radio with her sister. The wordiness and repetition are so severe that it
prevents the ideas from progressing (esas peliculas a mi me gusta verlas con mi hermana,

a mi hermana le gustan ver peliculas chistosas, a mi también). Conventions are applied
correctly for the most part, but this does not compensate for the overall lack of

organization and development.
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Score Point: 1

This narrative focuses on a time when the student and his or her sister had fun playing in
the snow. The composition is somewhat developed but lacks depth (le dije me voy aira
poner un suéter, aprovecho que yo no estaba y que se esconde, cuando sali mi hermana
no estaba, me aventé una bola de nieve). The writer’s use of “y que” as a transitional
device results in a lack of sentence boundaries, weakening the composition and making
this an ineffective response.
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Score Point: 1

The writer presents a somewhat focused narrative organizational strategy about a trip to
Ruidoso with his father. The student recounts the events sequentially and attempts to
develop them. However, this development and the conclusion are so vague (Y luego
cuando llegamos a la cabafia y bajamos las cosas de la ven, luego nos dormimos.
Después al siguiente dia nos fuimos a la casa) that it prevents the reader from
understanding the writer’s ideas.



SCORE POINT 2

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S

IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

a Individual paragraphs and/or the composition as a whole are somewhat focused. The writer
may shift quickly from idea to idea, but the reader has no difficulty understanding how the
ideas included in the composition are related.

a The composition as a whole has some sense of completeness. The writer includes an
introduction and conclusion, but they may be superficial.

g Some of the writing may be extraneous because it does not contribute to the development or
quality of the composition as a whole.

Organization

a The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and/or paragraph to paragraph
may not always be smooth or completely logical. Sometimes the writer needs to strengthen the
progression by including more meaningful transitions; at other times the writer simply needs to
establish a clearer link between ideas.

) The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses do not enable the writer to present
ideas effectively.

a Some wordiness and/or repetition may be evident, but these weaknesses do not completely stall
the progression of ideas.

Development of Ideas

a The writer attempts to develop the composition by listing ideas or briefly explaining them. In
both of these cases, the development remains superficial, limiting the reader’s understanding
and appreciation of the writer’s ideas.

a The writer presents one or more ideas and attempts to develop them. However, there is little
evidence of depth of thinking because this development may be somewhat general, inconsistent,
or contrived.

] The writer may omit small pieces of information that create minor gaps between ideas.
However, these gaps do not prevent the reader from understanding those ideas.

Voice

O There may be moments when the writer engages the reader but fails to sustain the connection.

0 " Individual paragraphs or sections of the composition may sound authentic or original, but the
writer has difficulty expressing his/her individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

) Errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure
throughout the composition may indicate a limited control of conventions. Although these
errors do not cause the writing to be unclear, they weaken the overall fluency of the
composition.

O The writer may include some simple or inaccurate words and phrases and may write some

awkward sentences. These weaknesses limit the overall effectiveness of the communication of
ideas.




CALIFICACION DE 2

CADA COMPOSICION CON CALIFICACION DE 2 ES UNA PRESENTACION PARCIALMENTE EFICAZ DE LAS IDEAS

DEL ESCRITOR.

Enfoque y coherencia

)

o

La composicidn en general o parrafos individuales mantienen algo de enfoque en el tema. El
escritor cambia rdpidamente de una idea a otra, pero el lector no tiene dificultad para
comprender la relacién entre las ideas que aparecen en la composicion.

La composicién en general da cierta impresion de estar terminada. El escritor incluye una
introduccién y una conclusién, pero de manera superficial.

Algunas partes del texto son irrelevantes porque no contribuyen al desarrollo o a la calidad de
la composicién en general.

Organizacion

)

o

El avance progresivo de las ideas del escritor entre una oracidn y la siguiente, o entre un
pérrafo y otro no es siempre fluido ni completamente 16gico. Algunas veces, el escritor necesita
reforzar el avance progresivo con palabras de transicién que ayuden a la comprension de lo
escrito. Otras veces, el escritor simplemente necesita establecer un enlace més claro entre las
ideas.

La estrategia o estrategias de organizacion que escoge el escritor no le permiten presentar sus
ideas eficazmente.

Puede haber exceso de palabras o repeticiones, pero estas fallas no detienen completamente el
avance progresivo de las ideas.

Desarrollo de ideas

a

Voz
0
aJ

El escritor intenta desarrollar la composicién presentando una lista de ideas o expliciéndolas
muy brevemente. En ambos casos el desarrollo es superficial, limitando al lector en la
comprensién y apreciacién de las ideas del escritor.

El escritor presenta una o mds ideas e intenta desarrollarlas. Sin embargo, hay poca evidencia
de que haya pensado el tema detenidamente porque su desarrollo es general, inconsistente o
artificial.

El escritor omite detalles en la informacién, lo cual crea pequefias lagunas entre las ideas. Sin
embargo, estas lagunas no impiden que el lector entienda las ideas.

Hay momentos en que el escritor capta el interés del lector, pero no logra mantenerlo.

Algunos pédrrafos o secciones de la composicién suenan auténticos u originales, pero el escritor
tiene dificultades para expresar su individualidad y su propia perspectiva.

Convenciones del lenguaje

)

Hay errores de ortografia, puntuacién, uso de maytsculas, uso y estructura del lenguaje y
gramdtica a lo largo de toda la composicion, lo cual puede indicar un dominio limitado de las
convenciones del lenguaje. Aunque estos errores no causen que lo escrito sea dificil de
comprender, afectan la fluidez general de la composicidn.

El escritor usa algunas palabras y frases simples o equivocadas y algunas oraciones son
confusas. Esto hace que la comunicacién de las ideas no sea muy eficaz.

10



TAKS 2006 Score Point 2 Guide Papers

4™ Grade Spanish G-11a

Un Vieerds, ybnnos o solic v _mes  de  vocOGones]
o gy e COTTORRYOS e QLjUdQW\OS o el waesho
o €\ eolon ?orou& woed® O tever  und

| ?'\Qs\o.

Do da wis comm(\cm‘b Y un \e cm\)c\cm\a%
O 6\ mcé\(o O \\‘N\O\GX“ 6\ 60\09 LQ) ar\me:r()
kue wvnas  Puel \\moxe~< \as  eecciiotas Jirapiad
o c\\os . Yy pOne \m ear Ao \OS () \oks; an g
<) e(\C\m c\c SN1O0. \\\m\mﬁ D%\mos di@és-g 0
N \c QLE WO A eNECX aye p\C‘éA’C}\ (DO'(‘CAU@
Wwamos a ealic 0 mes de \OCAIANCS.

Coondo noscdices acabavns de om“e%@v
odo &\ w\cxcef\ro nNOS d\m ' lode, nucd()
vy Vi pa. e S u \zames  Todas  \o
mégs g los Qm\*cas oxr \on V\cs'\u W osol e
Yodo N 0o - eedblnmos coreodat uy Nos Fiumes
O\ \uOCu( . , -

Jesoues, el noestco ace dhao cue miss
1 Pérez ool \no\)\a&L vele &c\@@mcm 4 Que

2 QUE B\ QULEX s Ix A \\m\o\ox con
Sus esYudionies g (\b%@’w@s cmmce.Cuc«\éQ
lecectdcos  ocohamas de impuoc el <ol\oe de
mies Peeez NOS Vinign s 9OXO. el salon.

F\QQ\ MEe oot <eth™ *C)\W\CZ% (":(Xi“ . aMhes (‘?—f‘tj\’”q&

lon Piestar \r\ab\q emggeep«&osp

.\E&Q ) aue CUO A . Q(L\'VO *ﬁ éCCY




TAKS 2006 '
4™ Grade Spanish , G-11b

et S ‘lDt)Cng n[(s\\l.
QS OOk U O ‘DC'C%Q(\QX-

Score Point: 2

The writer of this response presents a narrative about helping teachers clean-up
classrooms and preparing for a party. There is some repetition in places (Yo y mis
comparieros le ayudamos al maestro a limpiar el salon porque ibamos a tener una
fiesta... Nosotros pusimos todo eso asi porque tbamos a tener una fiesta porque ibamos a
salir un mes de vacaciones), but this repetition does not completely stall the progression
of the story. There are minor conventions errors but these do not detract from the fluency
of the composition. The development presented is superficial and overall the response is
only somewhat effective.
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Score Point: 2

The writer of this somewhat effective response describes three different times he had fun
with friends (his birthday party, playing basketball at the park and playing soccer at a
friend’s house). The introduction and conclusion do not help to unify the composition,
and the writer’s organizational strategy only weakly connects these events. While the use
of conventions is generally correct, the ideas are only superficially developed.
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Score Point: 2

The student focuses on a time when his or her grandparents came to visit from
Monterrey. The narrative moves quickly from one event to the next without pausing to
expand on ideas (Mi abuelo Tomds y yo jugamos carreras de carros y él gand. De
camino a casa paramos en un cine y vimos la pelicula Mulan 2). Although there are
conventions errors such as misspelled words, these do not cause the writing to be unclear
or difficult to follow. Overall, the development of the response is too general to receive a
higher score."
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Score Point: 2

The writer of this response describes a trip to an amusement park with his parents and
two friends. The composition is generally focused and the chronological presentation of
ideas helps the progression of the story. However, the student misses opportunities to
elaborate on some of the events (Cuando llegamos nos metimos a la brillante alberca y
jugamos carreras), and the reader does not get a clear picture of what happened. More
depth of development would be needed for the composition to achieve a higher score.




SCORE POINT 3

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A GENERALLY EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S

IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

) Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are, for the most part, focused. The
writer generally shows the clear relationship between ideas, making few sudden shifts from one
idea to the next. ’

) The composition as a whole has a sense of completeness. The introduction and conclusion add
some depth to the composition.

o Most of the writing contributes to the development or quality of the composition as a whole.

Organization

) The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
generally smooth and controlled. For the most part, transitions are meaningful, and the links
between ideas are logical.

O The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses are generally effective.

o Wordiness and/or repetition, if present, are minor problems that do not stall the progression of
ideas.

Development of Ideas

a The writer attempts to develop all the ideas included in the composition. Although some ideas
may be developed more thoroughly and specifically than others, the development overall
reflects some depth of thought, enabling the reader to generally understand and appreciate the
writer’s ideas.

0 The writer’s presentation of some ideas may be thoughtful. There may be little evidence that
the writer has been willing to take compositional risks when developing the topic.

Voice

) The writer engages the reader and sustains that connection throughout most of the composition.

d For the most part, the composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is generally able to
express his/her individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

a The writer generally demonstrates a good command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, usage, and sentence structure. Although the writer may make minor errors, they
create few disruptions in the fluency of the composition.

a The words, phrases, and sentence structures the writer uses are generally appropriate and

contribute to the overall effectiveness of the communication of ideas.
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CALIFICACION DE 3

CADA COMPOSICION CON CALIFICACION DE 3 ES UNA PRESENTACION EFICAZ DE LAS IDEAS DEL ESCRITOR.

Enfoque y coherencia

a La composicién en general y parrafos individuales mantienen casi siempre un enfoque en el
tema. El escritor generalmente muestra una relacién clara entre las ideas, haciendo pocos
cambios repentinos entre una idea y la siguiente.

0 La composicion en general da la impresién de estar terminada. La introduccién y la conclusién
afiaden cierta profundidad a la composicién.

a La mayor parte del texto contribuye al desarrollo o a la calidad de la composicién en general.

Organizacion

a El avance progresivo de las ideas del escritor entre una oracidn y la siguiente, y entre un
parrafo y otro es generalmente fluido y controlado. La mayoria de las palabras de transicién
tienen sentido y hay una conexién légica entre las ideas.

a La estrategia o estrategias de organizacidn que escoge el escritor son generalmente eficaces.

o Si en la composicién se incluyen palabras excesivas o repetitivas, éstas son fallas menores que

no detienen el avance progresivo de las ideas.

Desarrollo de ideas

)

Voz
0
o

El escritor intenta desarrollar todas las ideas incluidas en la composicién. Aunque algunas de
las ideas estén mejor desarrolladas o mas especificas que otras, el desarrollo en general refleja
que el escritor ha pensado el tema detenidamente, lo cual permite al lector comprender y
apreciar las ideas del escritor.

El escritor presenta algunas ideas pensadas cuidadosamente. Sin embargo, hay poca evidencia
en la composicién de que el escritor se haya atrevido a ser original al desarroliar el tema.

El escritor capta el interés del lector y lo mantiene a lo largo de casi toda la composicién.

La mayoria de la composicién suena auténtica y original. En general, el escritor es capaz de
expresar su individualidad y su propia perspectiva.

Convenciones del lenguaje

o

El escritor demuestra, en general, un buen dominio de ortografia, puntuacion, uso de
mayusculas, uso y estructura del lenguaje y gramadtica. Aun cuando el escritor cometa errores
menores, éstos no afectan mucho la fluidez de la composicién.

En general, las palabras, frases y construcciones de oraciones que usa el escritor son apropiadas
y contribuyen a la comunicacion eficaz de las ideas.
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Score Point: 3
An effective introduction and conclusion frame this concise response about a ride at an
amusement park (;Vrrrr! Se paré la mdquina que giraba... Es malo dejar a otra persona que ti
quieres y te diviertes con otra persona). Sentence-to-sentence progression is generally smooth
and the writer uses specific detail to add some depth and voice to the piece (Gritdbamos como
- unas vacas locas aplastdndose). Generally correct use of conventions, including exclamation
points, contribute to the overall effectiveness of the communication of ideas.
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Score Point: 3

The writer of this composition uses authentic sounding dialogue to help the progression
of ideas in this narrative. A clear focus is maintained throughout. The story moves
logically from the friends agreeing to go see a movie at the theatre, to a description of
watching the movie, to finally making plans to meet again the following weekend.
Although the student has an inconsistent command of sentence boundaries, the use of
other conventions is generally effective, creating few disruptions in the fluency of the
composition.
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Score Point: 3

In this focused narrative describing a trip to an amusement park with relatives, the
introduction and conclusion add some depth and provide voice to the composition
(...mamd Rosa me dijo que si queria ropa o ir al parque de diversion... Y de todas
formas mi mamd me comprd ropa. jQué suerte!). While some events are developed
superficially, good control of conventions such as accents and sentence boundaries
compensate for the lack of depth and make this a generally effective presentation of
ideas.
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Score Point: 3

This response is a generally effective narrative focused on a fun trip to the mall with
relatives. Some wordiness is present but it does not weaken the organization of the story.
The overall development reflects some depth of thought, and the reader is able to
understand the writer’s ideas. Good command of conventions enhances the response.




SCORE POINT 4

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

O Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are focused. This sustained focus enables
the reader to understand and appreciate how the ideas included in the composition are related.

O The composition as a whole has a sense of completeness. The introduction and conclusion are
meaningful because they add depth to the composition.

a Most, if not all, of the writing contributes to the development or quality of the composition as a
whole.

Organization

O The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
smooth and controlled. The writer’s use of meaningful transitions and the logical movement
from idea to idea strengthen this progression.

] The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses enhance the writer’s ability to
present ideas clearly and effectively.

Development of Ideas

a The writer’s thorough and specific development of each idea creates depth of thought in the
composition, enabling the reader to truly understand and appreciate the writer’s ideas.

a The writer’s presentation of ideas is thoughtful or insightful. The writer may approach the topic
from an unusual perspective, use his/her unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for
writing, or make interesting connections between ideas. In all these cases, the writer’s
willingness to take compositional risks enhances the quality of the content.

Voice

) The writer engages the reader and sustains this connection throughout the composition.

a The composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is able to express his/her
individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

a The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the composition. The
writer demonstrates a consistent command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar,
usage, and sentence structure. When the writer attempts to communicate complex ideas through
sophisticated forms of expression, he/she may make minor errors as a result of these
compositional risks. These types of errors do not detract from the overall fluency of the
composition.

) The words, phrases, and sentence structures the writer uses enhance the overall effectiveness of

the communication of ideas.
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CALIFICACION DE 4

CADA COMPOSICION CON CALIFICACION DE 4 ES UNA PRESENTACION ALTAMENTE EFICAZ DE LAS IDEAS

DEL ESCRITOR.

Enfoque y coherencia

0 La composicién en general y parrafos individuales mantienen un enfoque en el tema. Esto
permite al lector comprender y apreciar cémo se relacionan las ideas incluidas en la
composicién.

O La composicién en general da la impresion de estar terminada. La introduccién y la conclusién
son significativas porque afiaden profundidad a la composicidn.

) El texto en general, o la mayor parte del texto, contribuye al desarrollo o a la calidad de la
composicion.

Organizacion

) El avance progresivo de las ideas del escritor entre una oracién y la siguiente, y entre un
pérrafo y otro es fluido y controlado. El uso de palabras de transicién, asi como la secuencia
l6gica de una idea a otra fortalecen el avance de las ideas.

) La estrategia o estrategias de organizacién que escoge el escritor, realzan su habilidad para

presentar ideas clara y eficazmente.

Desarrollo de ideas

)

Voz
0
ad

El escritor desarrolla cada idea de manera amplia y especifica. Esto crea profundidad de
pensamiento en la composicién permitiendo que el lector comprenda y aprecie las ideas del
escritor.

El escritor presenta las ideas cuidadosamente o con perspicacia. Plantea el tema desde un punto
de vista diferente y usa sus experiencias personales o su percepcién del mundo como base para
su composicion, o hace conexiones interesantes entre las ideas. En todos estos casos, el escritor
se atreve a escribir su composicién de una manera original, lo cual realza la calidad del
contenido.

El escritor capta el interés del lector y lo mantiene a lo largo de toda la composicién.

La composicién suena auténtica y original. El escritor es capaz de expresar su individualidad y
la originalidad de su propia perspectiva.

Convenciones del lenguaje

0

El dominio de las convenciones del lenguaje contribuye a la efectividad de la composicién. El
escritor demuestra un conocimiento consistente de ortografia, puntuacién, uso de maytsculas,
uso y estructura del lenguaje y gramética. Cuando el escritor intenta comunicar ideas complejas
usando formas sofisticadas de expresién, puede cometer errores menores tratando de ser
original al escribir la composicién. Este tipo de errores no afecta la fluidez de la composicién.

Las palabras, frases y construcciones que el escritor usa enriquecen la buena comunicacién de
las ideas.
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Score Point: 4

The writer of this response maintains a strong focus on the day she and her classmates
were assigned to go pick up trash in the woods. The composition is clearly organized and
sentence-to-sentence progression moves the story forward. The advanced level
vocabulary used by the student enables her to express her individuality and unique
perspective (Esta clase fue escogida para ir a un bosque en el cual hay mucha basura
tirada... Me acerqué para ver lo que era... es un pajarito bebé y estd herido...). Effective
use of dialogue between the student and her teacher also enhances the presentation of
ideas.
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Score Point: 4

From beginning to end the writer engages the reader in this composition about a trip to
Carlsbad Caverns. A strong voice conveys a sense of originality and adds depth of thought
(Teniamos muchas ganas de dormirnos pero la belleza de todo no nos dejaba... Subimos y
subimos por un camino en el carro hasta que llegamos al tope de la montafia). The progression
of events is tightly controlled, moving the reader through the trip and ending with a thoughtful
conclusion. A consistent command of conventions also enhances this highly effective response.
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Score Point: 4

In this composition the student describes having fun in an after school program. The writer’s

presentation of ideas is strengthened by the chronological events that fit into the narrative

strategy. The writer’s own experience is clearly the basis of the composition, and an

authentic voice is expressed throughout the response (Estaba tan contenta que llegué y luego

Iuego la abracé... Le pregunté tanto que hasta me regafid). Although the handwriting is at -
~ times difficult to read, the student demonstrates a consistent command of conventions.
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Score Point: 4

The writer of this response focuses on a trip to Moody Gardens with his or her family.
The progression of ideas is logical and the writer includes many details that add depth to
the story (Hoy miramos hermosos caballitos del mar, delfines y peces globos. Miramos a
cangrejos, caminan de lado a lado, no caminan como los humanos. Mi hermana Fdtima
agarré papa con gravy y carne). The strong command of conventions, especially
spelling, contributes to the quality of this highly effective response.



