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Phil Thornhill, organiser of the Campaign against Climate Change
In 2001 when Bush rejected the Kyoto protocol it didn’t make the front page of the Guardian. Now climate change seems to pop up on the front pages all the time. Now every-one knows it’s an issue. So as campaigners on this issue since 2001 can we say we’re getting somewhere at last ? 

In fact emissions of green-house gases since 2001 have skyrocketed globally –  even here in the UK C02 emissions have risen, not fallen. But our failure is not just measured in such statistics, it’s frighten-

ingly apparent all around us as Greece and California burn, as the Amazon dries out, as the arctic ice shrinks to 60% of what it should be. Anybody who has cast an even faintly dispassionate eye on the sci-ence knows we are engaged in a desperate race against time.In these circumstances increased awareness is not enough – not unless it’s chan-nelled in such a way as to re-sult in effective action, real and rapid reductions in emissions. That why the kind of aware-ness, the sort of messages that are out there, matters. 

What we have so much of is TV adverts telling you to you to switch off the lights, posters in the tube telling you not to boil too much water in your kettle, a thousand websites telling you how to reduce your ‘carbon footprint’. As if by all living purer more carbon-free lives we could solve the prob-lem. 
Well yes in theory we could: but we all know it just isn’t go-ing to work that way. The real-ity is that only a minority will be doing these things, so at best the process will be deeply unjust because a carbon-virtu-

ous minority will be carrying the can for a don’t-care major-ity. 
But in fact the total amount of carbon saved by all these good intentions remains, in the grand scheme of things, negligible – it could be easily wiped out by one bad invest-ment decision made by gov-ernment. 

Just about everything that can be done by individ-ual effort can be done better and more fairly by govern-ment regulation. 
Continued inside, p12 

Did you know? In India and Bangladesh, over 700 people lost their lives this summer due to flooding and mudslides (not counting those who subsequently died of water-borne diseases.)   The Canadian Arctic Survey recorded temperatures of 22 degrees this summer: that’s 15 degrees above the long term average.  

 More on climate change and debate on contraction and convergence – see 
inside pages 12-15
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This month marks the fifth anniversary of the invasion and occupa-
tion of Iraq. What has followed has been five years of catastrophe 
for the people of that country. 

It also marks the fifth birthday of the global anti-war movement. 
On March 15th 2003 two million people took to the streets of London, 
and another eight million did around the world, to protest against the 
impending disaster. 

Respect was born out of that movement as the voice of opposition to war and  
neo-liberalism, which in today’s world go together hand in hand.

In this free special you can read articles by two leading figures of the movement, 
George Galloway MP and Salma Yaqoob. You can also read about why we'll be  
challenging the parties of war and neo-liberalism in the elections in May. Finally on 
back pages you find out what we stand for and how you can stand with us.

like what you read?
then read on…
>>Articles from leading figures 

in the movement

>>Regular column by Respect 
MP George Galloway

>>National and International 
features
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Paper of Respect Renewal

 3-year plan for pay cuts

New Labour attack 
on public sector

 New bid to outlaw prison strikes

By Colin Moses, 
National Chairman, 
and Brian Caton, 
General Secretary, 
Prison Officers 
Association

It is essential that Trade Union-
ists across the United Kingdom 
take notice of the way New 
Labour is attacking the Trade 
Union Rights of POA members 
and effects these attacks will 
have on the greater Trades 
Union movement, especially 
public service workers.

In 1994 the Conservative 
Government criminalised 
strike action by Prison Officers 
under Section 127 of the Crim-
inal Justice and Public Order 
Act.  This was an unwarranted 
attack on a trade union.

Whilst in opposition, the 
Labour Party consistently op-
posed the introduction of this 

Act, indeed Tony Blair as leader 
of the opposition wrote to the 
POA promising to ensure, that 
Prison Officers were treated in 
the same manner and with the 
same working rights as other 
public service workers. 

He also promised to halt 
the expansion of prison pri-
vatisation; both these major 

issues have been reneged on 
by the Labour Party since they 
came to power.  Jack Straw 
Lord Chancellor and Secretary 
of State for Justice, publicly 
stated that privatisation was 
morally repugnant.

The Labour Party was born 
out of the Trade Union move-
ment, but it now dishonours 

the memory of all the men 
and women throughout the 
history of the Trades Union 
movement. This unwarranted 
attack on the POA and public 
services cannot go unchal-
lenged.  New Labour must re-
turn to the true socialist values 
of the Labour Party.

In 2005, the Government 
“disapplied” section 127 for 
public sector officers in Eng-
land, Wales and Scotland, fol-
lowing the POA signing the 
new Joint Industrial Relations 
Procedural Agreement (JIRPA), 
a no strike agreement. 

Since those times the 
Prison Service Management 
Board have continually under-
mined the JIRPA to the point 
where, at national level, it was 
almost inoperable. 

On the 29th August 2007, 
in an attempt to make Prison 
Service and Government real-
ise the true nature of the prob-
lems in our prisons, the POA 

membership took the ultimate 
action, and went on strike. 

The impact of this action 
was significant, but, the sup-
port from the public in general 
and from our sister unions was 
magnificent. Obviously the 
employer and Government 
were not too impressed.  

As a result of the actions 
of workers in standing up for 
their rights New Labour and 
the Prisons Board are now 
placing on trial the rights of a 
union to stand up and defend 
its members. 

Any Government should 
be ashamed of such draconi-
an actions, and any employer 
supporting them should be 
shown for what they really are 
– bullies who manage by in-
timidation.

In the first day of Parliament 
in 2008 the Secretary of State 

George Galloway, 
Respect MP

A pair of American 
destroyers allegedly come 
under attack from a couple 
of motorboats belonging 
to a “rogue state”. It’s the 
perfect trigger for a full 
scale war that goes on to 
claim the lives of millions 
of civilians. 

That incident, in the 
Gulf of Tonkin in 1964, was 
finally revealed in 2005 
definitively to have been 
fabricated by the US in 
order to provide a trigger 
for escalating involvement 
in the Vietnam War. 

Flash forward four 
decades to the beginning 
of this year. The world’s 
media buzzes with news 
that a couple of Iranian 
dinghies have come close 
to firing on the might of the 
US Gulf fleet. 

George Bush thunders 
threats of war and experts 
fill the airwaves telling us 
how the Iranian threats 
are in keeping with the 
terrorist ambitions of 
the Iranian state and its 
Revolutionary Guard. 
Except… except it all 
unravels as a brazen lie, not 
after 41 years, thankfully, 

Deadly 
lies that 
could 
trigger 
new war

continued inside, 
page 7

continued inside, 
page3
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george galloway mp

Students at the Oxford Union held a debate 
recently titled “This house supports Her 
Majesty’s Government’s policy on Iraq”.

The only person they could get to  
propose the motion was MP Iain Duncan 
Smith MP, the former leader of the 
Conservative Party. No government min-
ister dared turn up.

It says everything about the abject 
cowardice of those who led us into this 
disaster. It also indicates just how compre-
hensively the arguments against the Iraq 
war have been won.

Five years ago, it was very different.  
I was treated as mad, bad or both by  
journalists – not only from Murdoch’s  
mucky stables but from the BBC, and the 
liberal press – for daring to say that there 
were no weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq and that the Iraqis would fight us if  
we invaded, not wash our feet in rosewater.

It’s easy to lose sight of that now, as one 

politician after another claims that they 
weren’t really in support of the invasion 
after all.

But I have no hesitation in saying that it 
we were right about Iraq and, with elections 
approaching for the London Assembly and 
for councils in Birmingham, Manchester 
and other parts of the country, that’s some-
thing everyone should remember when 
they cast their votes.

We are still living with the consequences 
of Iraq and the disastrous occupation of 
Afghanistan. Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown have placed our country in the front 
ranks of the hated. And alongside war 
abroad, they have brought a nastier more 
authoritarian Britain at home.

a party 
of protest

‘I have no hesitation in 
saying that we were right 
about Iraq.’



Our government is destroying our 
freedoms in ways that terrorists could 
never achieve. It is collecting more and 
more data on us only to let it slip into God 
knows whose hands. It is threatening to 
lock up more and more people for longer 
and longer without trial, and it is resort-
ing to ever more grotesque bigotry against 
Muslims, minorities and migrants.

The carefully choreographed royal adven-
ture in Afghanistan is a grim indication that 
the worst is not behind us. Prince Harry has 
provided the perfect recruitment poster; the 

warrior prince taking on the savages in the 
Hindu Kush.

Afghanistan, for the British Army, is 
set to become a bloodier trap than Iraq. 
Over the months I’ve asked rhetorically 
on my radio show, at public meetings, on 
walkabouts and elsewhere, “What are 
we doing in Afghanistan? What would 
constitute a victory?” Our ambassador in 
Kabul says we will be there for 30 or 40 
years.

We are told that Nato forces are killing 
Taliban. It’s not Taliban they are killing, 
it’s Afghans, Afghans who are as indignant 
at foreign occupation as we would be – to 
imagining that they would be otherwise is 
evidence of the kind of racist delusion that 
underpins imperialism.

For some – including those latter day 
opponents of the Iraq war – Afghanistan 
was the Good War that had to be fought. 
But, as with Iraq, what we in the anti-war 
movement said about Afghanistan has also 
turned out to be true. Remember Tony 
Blair warning of the heroin produced in 
Afghanistan finding its way to the streets 
of Britain? Well, there’s been a 1000 per-
cent increase in opium production under 
the occupation. It is ending up in the veins 
of desperate young people in our country 
via the gangster-ridden statelet of Kosovo, 
one we “liberated” earlier.

Now, in the dying days of the Bush 
administration Washington is ratcheting 
up the threats against Iran. Our move-
ment is going to have to find new depths 
of energy and militancy in the face of these 
threats.

Respect was born out of the movement 
against the war to fight for peace, against 
racism and for justice at home and abroad. 
By taking the fight against war to the ballot 
box, as we are doing again in London and 
elsewhere this May, we hope to strengthen 
the movement as a whole and demonstrate 
to pro-war politicians that they cannot 
expect to plunge us into disaster and be 
confident of survival at the ballot box.

George Galloway is Respect MP 
 for Bethnal Green & Bow 

george.galloway@respectrenewal.org

‘Respect was born out of the 
movement against the war to 
fight for peace.’

Pictures: http://mancsagainsttanks.org/
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why we’re standing in may

Respect was born out of the anti-war 
movement four years ago. It was created 
because, as one cheerleader for war wrote, 
“there is no hidden hand of the market 
without the hidden fist”. In Iraq the fist 
stopped being hidden and many in the 
anti-war movement recognised that it 
was not enough just to oppose war, you 
have to oppose the neo-liberal policies 
that drive it. These policies bring not only 
war abroad but privatisation, cuts in serv-
ices and growing inequality at home. 

We are running for election to  
the London Assembly and standing in 
a number of local councils including 
Birmingham, Manchester and Bradford 
in the May elections. All three big parties 
not only support the continuing occupa-
tion of Iraq and Afghanistan, they also 
all support the domination of the “free” 
market over the lives of ordinary peo-
ple. This stifling consensus means that  
millions of people have no choice and 
have stopped voting. We will give you a 
reason to go out and vote. 

If you are against war and poverty, and 
for peace, justice and equality, vote Respect 
on May 1st.

To join Respect turn to the inside back page. 
>>Click on www.respectrenewal.org 

>>Read the Election Special pullout in 
the Respect newspaper. Out now.

“we will give you a reason 
to go out and vote.”

why i’ll be heading  
respect’s challenge 
GEORGE GALLOWAY MP

The last time Respect ran for the London 
Assembly in 2004 we were only four 
months old, yet we came within half 
a percent of getting someone elected. 
Four years on we have become part of 
the electoral landscape of London with 
an MP and councillors.

We aim to take a real voice of opposition 
to racism and privatisation into the assem-
bly. This time we have a real chance.

That’s why I’ll be heading the Respect list 
in this election. It will be by proportional 
representation and every vote will count.

Some people say Mayor Ken Livingstone 
doesn’t take the assembly seriously. Well 
that’s probably because the assembly mem-
bers themselves are hardly serious. Barely 
anyone in London knows who they are or 
what the assembly does.

They’d know if I and my colleagues 
were on it. Ken Livingstone would not 
be able to ignore us. We’d hold him to 
account: supporting him when he does the 
right thing, like facing down Tory clown 
Boris Johnson, and opposing him when he 
was in the wrong. We’ll make sure that 
ordinary Londoners have a voice in the 
assembly.

Together we can make history on 
May 1st.

history on  May 1st.”“Together we can make

 www.respect  renewal.org 



The Western attempt to refashion the 
Middle East to serve its economic and 
strategic interests – a new imperialism – 
also requires a new racism. 

Central to the ideology that has justified 
the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan 
has been the notion of a ‘Clash of 
Civilisations’ between an ‘enlightened’, 
secular West and a ‘backward’ Arab and 
Muslim world. The implication is that 
Arabs and Muslims are lesser people, 
from lesser civilisations. ‘Collateral dam-
age’ may be regrettable but is justified 
by the benefits that Western interven-
tion brings. With the death toll in Iraq 
estimated at one million people since the 
invasion five years ago, these views dis-
play a callous indifference to the suffering 
of others. 

The British public have opposed the war. 
They have sent a very different message. 

It is a remarkable fact, and one that 
gives me tremendous pride, that the larg-
est demonstration this country has ever 
seen, was on February 15th 2003. Two 
million people took to the streets, the 
majority of whom were not Muslim. They 
marched in solidarity with the people of 
Iraq with whom they shared neither faith 
nor culture but simple humanity. They 
acknowledged the humanity of those 
who would soon be on the receiving end 
of bombs and bullets paid for by British 
taxes and delivered by British soldiers. 

salma yaqoob

Multiculturalism 
on the March

‘They marched in solidarity 
with the people of Iraq with 
whom they shared neither 
faith nor culture but simply 
humanity.’



In so doing they affirmed that the life 
of an Iraqi, Afghan or Palestinian is of 
no less value than the life of a Briton or 
American. 

For me, and many people like me, the 
British public’s opposition to war and the 
racism that it brings, has done more to 
restore a sense of belonging – a sense of 
British identity and democracy – than any 
number of government sponsored citizen-
ship classes ever could. 

It is that humanity, that ease with dif-
ference, that attitude of ‘live and let live’ 
that I feel encapsulates the true sense 
of multiculturalism and the best of 
Britishness. We talk about Britain being 

multicultural, diverse and tolerant, but 
it’s when you need those things that they 
become meaningful. 

The rhetoric of the war, which demon-
ises Muslims both at home and abroad, is 
undermining our hard won multicultural-
ism. All ethnic minority communities will 
be affected if this onslaught gathers speed 
and Britain becomes less tolerant. 

At the heart of multiculturalism is the 
idea of cultural diversity. It was never sup-
posed to be about the white community 
insisting on the assimilation of ethnic 
minorities, nor was it supposed to be about 
communities separating themselves. It 
was based on the principle of a respect for 

difference, whether it related to religion, 
culture or race. 

At a time when Britain’s population is 
becoming ever more diverse the attack on 
multiculturalism is the thin end of the racist 
wedge; an attempt to narrow the bounda-
ries of how it is acceptable to be different. 

Much of the current debate about 
Muslims and immigrant communities is 
simply irresponsible scaremongering, but 
it is having an effect. Polls show that the 
public believe that 20% of the population 

‘Respect is determined to 
challenge those who want 
to roll back the gains of the 
anti-racist struggle.’

are immigrants (in reality the true fig-
ure is 4%) and that Britain takes 25% of 
the world’s asylum seekers (the true fig-
ure is 2%). Ignorance breeds intolerance. 
Intolerance breeds racism. 

We may be different, but we are 
equal, whether we live in Baghdad or 
Birmingham, whether our parents come 
from Portsmouth or Poland. Abroad our 
foreign policy should reflect the values of 
equality and dignity. At home our mul-
ticultural nation should enshrine these 
values. Respect is determined to challenge 
those who want to roll back the gains of 
the anti-racist struggle, and is proud to 
champion the values of dignity and equal-
ity for all, both at home and abroad.

Salma Yaqoob is Respect councillor for the 
Sparkbrook of Birmingham city council 

salma.yaqoob@respectrenewal.org
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Stand with us
membership form

return to: respect renewal c/o po box 1109 london n4 2uu

✁

we stand for

An end to the war and occupation 
in Iraq. We will not join any 
further imperialist wars.

An end to all privatisation and the 
return to public ownership of the 
railways and other public services.

An education system that is not 
dependent on the ability to pay, 
that is comprehensive and gives an 
equal chance in life to every child 
no matter how wealthy or poor their 
parents, from nursery to university.

A publicly owned and funded, 
democratically controlled 
NHS, free to all users.

Pensions linked to average earnings.

Raising the minimum wage to the EU 
Decency threshold of £7.40 an hour.

Tax the rich to fund welfare and 
to close the growing gap between 
the poor and the wealthy few.

The repeal of the Tory 
anti-union laws.

Opposition to all forms of 
discrimination based on race, 
gender, ethnicity, beliefs (religious 
or secular), sexual orientation, 
disabilities or national origin.

The right to selfdetermination of every 
individual in relation to their religious 
(or secular) beliefs, and sexual choices.

The defence of the rights of 
refugees and asylum seekers. 
Opposition to the European 
Union’s ‘Fortress Europe’ policies.

We will strongly oppose the  
anti-European xenophobic right 
wing in any Euro referendum. We 
oppose the ‘stability pact’ the EU 
imposes on those who join the euro. 
This pact would outlaw government 
deficit spending and reinforce the 
drive to deregulate the economy. 
We will therefore vote ‘No’ in 
any referendum on this issue.

Support for the people of Palestine 
and opposition to the apartheid 
system that oppresses them.

An end to the destruction 
of the environment by states 
and corporations for whom 
profit is more important. 

❏	 I would like to join and enclose £10/5 (unwaged or low waged)  
 cheque payable to Respect Renewal Conference.

❏	 I would like further information on Respect.

personal details
Name......................................................................................................................................

Address .................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................... Post code ..............................................

Home Phone .................................................... Mobile ....................................................

Email .......................................................................................................................................

College/Trade Union........................................................................................................

standing order
I wish to take out a standing order for Respect Renewal Conference.

Amount £ ............ per month. Amount in words .......................................................

First payement to be made on (date) ........................................................................
and each month thereafter on the same day.

Name of Bank .....................................................................................................................

Address of Bank ................................................................................................................

............................................................................... Post code ..............................................

Account holder's name ...................................................................................................

Acc No.   Sort code – –

please pay natwest, temple branch, po box 10720, 217 strand, london wc2r 1al, 
sort code 60-80-08, for the credit of the respect renewal conference, 
account number 60601051, the sum of the value indicated above.

Signed ................................................................. Date ........................................................



FAMILIES RELIEF
Because disasters don’t just affect individuals, they affect families and communities.

A million people have been killed so far. Millions 
more have been injured. And still more have been 
left without medical care, electricity & water and 
homes. Families Relief funds vital projects in Iraq 
and urgently needs your help.

Please dontate now by calling 0845 634 6279 or 
visit www.familiesrelief.org.uk to donate online.

PLEASE HELP THE VICTIMS OF THE 
WAR IN IRAQ

Families Relief | Charity Number: 1037782 | Registered address: 93 The Broadway, West Ealing, W13 9BP

DONATION HOTLINE: 0845 634 6279

Donate online at http://www.familiesrelief.org.uk

http://www.familiesrelief.org.uk
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