
Statewide Initiative Usage 
 

Number Of Initiatives Number Passed Number Failed Passage Rate 
275 96 175 35% 

 
Statewide Initiatives 

 
Year Measure 

Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1912 6 DA Administration of 
Government 

Relating to the formation of 
consolidated city and County 

government, prescribing methods 
thereof. 

Failed 

1912 7 DS Gaming 

An act to prohibit bookmaking and 
pool-selling, and to provide for the 

appointment of a state racing 
commission to grant licenses for horse 

racing. 

Failed 

1912 8 DA Taxes 

Relating to taxation by counties, cities 
and counties, cities, towns, districts; 

prescribing methods and procedures 
thereof. 

Failed 

1914 10 DA Civil Rights Provides that no poll or head tax shall be 
levied. Passed 

1914 11 DS Bonds 

To provide for the issuance and sale of 
state bonds in the sum of $1.8m to 

create a fund for the completion and 
construction of buildings at the University 

of California at Berkeley. 

Passed 

1914 13 DA Election Reform 

Provides that no elector may vote on 
question of incurring bonded 

indebtedness of state or political 
subdivision thereof, unless he is owner of 

property taxable for payment of such 
indebtedness. 

Failed 

1914 14 DS Election Reform 

To provide for issuance of certificate of 
identification and ballot to voters who 
will be absent from home precincts on 

election day. 

Failed 

1914 15 DA Banking Reform 

Present section unchanged except, 
authorizes banks in which public moneys 

are deposited to furnish, as security, 
bonds of districts within municipalities, or 
of a corporation qualified to act as sole 

surety in value. 

Failed 

1914 19 DA Administration of 
Government 

Consolidation of City and County and 
Limited Annexation of Contiguous 

Territory. 
Passed 

1914 2 DA Alcohol Regulation To prohibit the manufacture, sale, gift, or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors. Failed 

1914 20 DS Gaming 
Prohibits the engaging in or furthering in 

any way prize fights or remunerative 
boxing exhibitions, training therefore. 

Passed 

1914 21 DA Administration of 
Government 

City and County Consolidation and 
Annexation with Consent of Annexed 

Territory. 
Failed 

1914 22 DS Administration of 
Government 

To provide procedures for certification of 
land titles and record keeping thereof. Passed 

1914 3 DS Labor To establish an eight-hour work day and 
a forty-eight hour week. Failed 

1914 38 DS Bonds 

To provide for the issuance and sale of 
state bonds in the sum of $1.25m to 

create a fund for the acquisition of a site 
in the city of Los Angeles, for the 

construction thereon of a state building. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1914 39 DA Alcohol Regulation 

Suspension of Prohibition Amendment. 
To suspend the proposed prohibition 
amendment (if passed) until Feb. 15, 

1915 relating to use and transportation 
of intoxicating liquors. 

Passed 

1914 45 DS Labor 

To prohibit, except in cases of 
emergency, the requiring or employing 
of any person to work more than 6 days 

or 48 hours a week. 

Failed 

1914 46 DS Health/Medical 

To create a state board of drugless 
physicians to regulate the examination 
and certification of persons to treat all 
physical or mental ailments of human 

beings without drugs or medicine. 

Failed 

1914 47 DA Alcohol Regulation 

Prohibits for 8 years after this election 
state election on question of prohibiting 

or permitting transportation of 
intoxicating liquors. 

Failed 

1914 9 DS Business Regulation 
To provide for the regulation of 

investment companies by an auditor of 
investments appointed by the Governor. 

Failed 

1916 1 DA Alcohol Regulation 

Prohibits after Jan. 1, 1920, the 
manufacture, sale or possession of 

intoxicating liquors except for medicinal, 
sacramental, scientific and mechanical 

purposes. 

Failed 

1916 2 DA Alcohol Regulation 
Defines alcoholic liquor and prohibits its 

use; neither limits nor repeals state or 
local prohibition. 

Failed 

1916 5 DA Taxes 
To declare that all public revenues be 

raised by taxation of land values, 
exclusive of its improvements. 

Failed 

1916 6 DA Administration of 
Government 

Ineligibility of Office.  Declares that no 
Senator or member of Assembly shall 

during the term for which he has been 
elected, hold or accept any office, trust, 
or employment of this state, except for 

other elected office. 

Passed 

1918 1 DS Alcohol Regulation 

To provide for the regulation of liquor use 
and sales, prohibit drinking saloons, limit 

the number of municipal licenses for sale 
of vinous or malt liquors for consumption. 

Failed 

1918 18 DS Administration of 
Government 

To create state board of authorization 
and require each County officer to file 

financial statements with governing 
body of County which shall submit same 
with budget to such state board before 

making tax levy. 

Failed 

1918 19 DA Taxes 
To require all public revenue to be raised 
by taxation of land values irrespective of 

improvements thereon. 
Failed 

1918 21 DS Business Regulation To regulate the practice of dentistry in 
the state. Failed 

1918 22 DS Alcohol Regulation 
To make the manufacture, importation 

or sale of intoxicating liquors a 
misdemeanor. 

Failed 

1918 3 DS Business Regulation 
To restrict and regulate rates of interest 

upon the loan or forbearance of money, 
goods, and certain other transactions. 

Passed 

1920 1 DS Alien Rights 

To permit acquisition and transfer of real 
property by aliens eligible for citizenship, 

and to permit other aliens to acquire 
and transfer real property only as 

prescribed by treaty. 

Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1920 12 DA Education 
Levies ad valorem tax for state university 
of one and two-tenths mills to be paid to 

"State University Fund." 
Failed 

1920 16 DA Education 
Adds kindergartens to public school 

system; requires addition to state school 
fund, and creation of high school fund. 

Passed 

1920 20 DA Taxes 
Land Value Taxation.  To require all 

public revenues to be raised by taxing 
land values exclusive of improvements. 

Failed 

1920 3 DA Judicial Reform 

To increase salaries of Justices of the 
Supreme Court from $8,000 to $10,000 
per year and Justices of District Court 

from $7,000 to $9,000 per year. 

Failed 

1920 4 DA Initiative and 
Referendum 

To increase the number of signatures 
necessary to file an initiative petition 

which relates to assessment or collection 
of taxes. 

Failed 

1920 5 DS Business Regulation To regulate and license the practice of 
chiropractic. Failed 

1920 6 DA Health/Medical 

Declares that no form of vaccination, 
inoculation or other medication shall be 

made a condition for admission or 
attendance to any public school, 

college, or university. 

Failed 

1920 7 DS Health/Medical 

To prohibit vivisection, dissection or 
torture of any living person or living 

animal, including experimental 
physiological and pathological 

investigation. 

Failed 

1920 9 DA Administration of 
Government 

Creates state Highway Finance Board 
and authorizes the sale of bonds, and 

relieves counties from payments to state 
for highway construction. 

Passed 

1922 1 DA Veteran Affairs 

Permits state aid with money or credit to 
U.S. Army or Navy veterans who served 

during war time, in acquiring or 
developing farms or homes or in land 

settlement projects. 

Passed 

1922 10 DA Utility Regulation 

To require all property owned by public 
utilities to be assessed and taxed in 

same manner and to same extent as like 
property held by private corporations 

and persons. 

Failed 

1922 11 DA Utility Regulation 
To make all publicly owned utilities 

regulated by the state Railroad 
Commission. 

Failed 

1922 12 DA Administration of 
Government 

Requires Governor to submit to 
legislature within first 30 days of each 
regular session, a budget containing 
itemized statement of all proposed 

expenditures and estimated revenues 
for next biennial period. 

Passed 

1922 16 DS Business Regulation To provide for the regulation and 
licensing for the practice of chiropractic. Passed 

1922 19 DA Administration of 
Government 

Water and Power.  Creates board 
appointed by Governor and subject to 
recall to issue bonds, and develop and 

distribute water and electric energy. 

Failed 

1922 20 DS Health/Medical Osteopathic Act.  To provide for the 
practice of osteopathic medication. Passed 

1922 28 DS Health/Medical 

To prohibit the vivisection or torture of 
human beings, animals, or other living 

creatures, for experimental or 
pathological investigations, or other 

purposes. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1922 29 DA Taxes 

Abolishes present system of taxation, 
and declares that private property rights 
attach only to products of labor and not 

to land. 

Failed 

1922 30 DA Administration of 
Government 

Gives Railroad Commission exclusive 
power to grant franchises for street, 

interurban and suburban railways, and 
motor vehicle transportation, and other 

purposes. 

Failed 

1924 1 DA Taxes 

Provides for state taxation of highway 
transportation companies, sets rates and 

provides that Legislature may change 
rate with two-thirds vote. 

Failed 

1924 11 DS Environmental 
Reform 

To create the Klamath River Fish and 
Game District and to prohibit the 

construction or maintenance of any 
dam or other artificial obstruction in its 

waters. 

Passed 

1924 16 DA Utility Regulation 

Creates a Board, to be appointed by 
the Governor and subject to recall, to 

develop and distribute water and 
electric energy, to issue bonds, and for 

related purposes. 

Failed 

1924 7 DS Gaming 

To authorize boxing and wrestling 
contests for prizes and purses, or where 
admission fee is charged, limiting such 

boxing contests to 12 rounds. 

Passed 

1926 17 DA Education Permits the study and reading of Bible in 
public schools. Failed 

1926 18 DA Utility Regulation 

To create a water and power board the 
members of which are to be appointed 

by the Governor  to develop and 
distribute water and electricity policies 

and issue bonds. 

Failed 

1926 20 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

To create a reapportionment 
commission to act if legislature fails at 

first session after each census. 
Failed 

1926 28 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

To require legislature to reapportion the 
state immediately following each 

federal census. 
Passed 

1926 4 DS Taxes 

To require every distributor of gasoline, 
distillate and of motor vehicle fuels, to 
pay license tax of $.01 per gallon, in 

addition to $.02 license tax now required 
by law. 

Failed 

1926 6 DS Gaming 

To create board, appointed by 
Governor, to regulate and license horse 

racing and pari-mutuel betting within 
race track enclosure. 

Failed 

1926 8 DA Administration of 
Government 

Classifies highways within counties and 
provides funding formulas for 

construction and maintenance thereof. 
Failed 

1926 9 DS Alcohol Regulation 

To repeal Wright Act approved by 
electors on referendum November 7, 

1922, which provided for enforcement of 
the 18th Amendment of the U.S. 

Constitution (prohibition). 

Failed 

1928 21 DS Animal Rights 

Prohibiting Certain Acts with Animals.  
Defines bull-dogging, bull riding, etc., 

prohibits such acts for sport, exhibitions, 
or amusement and makes such 

prohibition inapplicable to farming or 
dairying. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1928 5 DS Gaming 

To repeal the initiative act approved by 
the electors on November 4, 1924, which 
authorized boxing and wrestling contests 

for prizes. 

Failed 

1930 10 DS Business Regulation 

To amend the usury law to require that 
written agreement for interest rate 
unnecessary, to provide that the 

legislature regulate pawnbrokers and 
"industrial loan companies". 

Failed 

1930 11 DA Administration of 
Government 

Creates Fish and Game Commission 
appointed by Governor to regulate the 

hunting and conservation of animals, fish 
and birds. 

Failed 

1930 14 DS Election Reform 

To change laws regulating registration of 
voters to require new statewide 

registration commencing January 1, 
1932. 

Passed 

1930 26 DS Business Regulation 

Prohibits keeping open for business any 
store, barber show, workshop, factory, or 
other place of business , or performing or 

employing labor, on Sunday. 

Failed 

1930 7 DS Daylight Savings Time 

Provides that annually, at 2 a.m. on last 
Sunday in April, standard time be 

advanced one hour and at 2 a.m. on 
last Sunday in September, retarded one 

hour. 

Failed 

1932 1 DS Alcohol Regulation Repeals Wright Act that enforced 18th 
Amendment. Passed 

1932 11 DA Administration of 
Government 

Grants to City of Huntington Beach tide 
and submerged lands situated within 

present boundaries of the city. 
Failed 

1932 2 DA Alcohol Regulation 

Provides for the sale and use of liquor 
when the Wright Act is repealed and 

when lawful under Federal Constitution 
and laws of California. 

Passed 

1932 3 DS Administration of 
Government 

To regulate foreclosure of mortgage as 
contract, trust deed, instrument, making 

specific real property security for 
performance without changing 

possession. 

Failed 

1932 5 DS Gaming 

Create California Racing Board, to be 
appointed by Governor, empowered to 

regulate and license racing and 
wagering within race tract enclosure. 

Failed 

1934 11 DA Education 

To make State Board of Education 
elective; abolish Superintendent of 
Public Instruction; and provide for 

Director of Education. 

Failed 

1934 13 DA Alcohol Regulation Provides for local option for liquor sales 
and use. Failed 

1934 17 DS Health/Medical 

Creates Naturopathic Association, a 
public corp.; provides for its organization, 
government, membership and powers; 

regulates practice and licensing of 
naturopathy. 

Failed 

1934 2 DA Alcohol Regulation 

Prohibits consumption, sale, or disposition 
for consumption on premises, of 

intoxicating liquors, except beer, in 
public saloons or barrooms. 

Passed 

1934 3 DA Judicial Reform 

Declares Supreme or Appellate Court 
Justice may declare candidacy to 

succeed himself, otherwise Governor 
shall nominate candidate. 

Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1934 4 DA Administration of 
Government 

Declares Attorney General, state's Chief 
law officer, shall see all state laws 

enforced, directly supervised district 
attorneys, sheriffs and other 

enforcement officers designated by law. 

Passed 

1934 5 DA Legal 

Declares in any criminal case, whether 
defendant testifies or not, court and 

counsel may comment on his failures to 
explain or deny any evidence against 

him. 

Passed 

1934 6 DA Legal 

Requires defendant charged with felony 
be immediately taken before magistrate 
of court, be delivered copy of complaint 

and given time to procure counsel. 

Passed 

1934 7 DA Administration of 
Government 

Prohibits permanent appointments and 
promotion in state civil service except on 
merit, efficiency and fitness ascertained 

by competitive examination. 

Passed 

1934 9 DS Business Regulation 

To amend Chiropractic Act creating 
state Chiropractors Association; and to 
provide for organization, government, 

membership powers and duties thereof. 

Failed 

1936 10 DA Taxes 

Relating to motor vehicle fuel taxes and 
license fees requiring funds raised there 
from to be used for highway purposes 

and vehicle regulation. 

Failed 

1936 11 DA Education To create state Tenure Board to establish 
tenure procedures for instructors. Failed 

1936 2 DA Taxes 

Repeals 1935 Personal Income Tax Act 
and provides that no law imposing 

income tax on individuals is valid unless 
approved by majority of electors after 

initiative proceedings. 

Failed 

1936 3 DA Alcohol Regulation 

Creates Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
to succeed to liquor regulatory and 
licensing powers of state Board of 

Equalization. 

Failed 

1936 4 DS Environmental 
Reform 

To prohibit tideland and surface oil 
drilling and authorizing drilling wells 

slanted from uplands, and to prohibit 
pollution of tide, ocean bay or inlet 

waters. 

Failed 

1936 7 DA Administration of 
Government 

Creates County and municipal civil 
service, to regulate employment and 

prohibit appointees from political 
activities. 

Failed 

1936 9 DA Alcohol Regulation Provides for local option for the 
regulation of alcoholic beverage. Failed 

1938 1 DS Labor 

To establish certain labor practices. 
Defines lawful picketing, boycotting and 

display of banners, prohibits seizure of 
private property. 

Failed 

1938 2 DS Animal Rights 

To provide for the regulation of pounds.  
Defines pounds, prescribes duties of 

pound masters; prohibits sale or 
surrender of unwanted animals for 
scientific, medical, experimental, 

purposes but exempts kennels. 

Failed 

1938 20 DA Taxes 

To repeal limitation on ad valorem 
property taxes for state appropriation; to 

prohibit increasing present assessed 
valuation of improvements and tangible 

personal property. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1938 25 DA Administration of 
Government 

Provides for state Retirement Life 
Payments Administrator to administer 
programs of retirement compensation 

warrants to qualified electors 50 years of 
age, not an employer nor employee. 

Failed 

1938 4 DA Administration of 
Government 

To create a Highway and Traffic Safety 
Commission; to abolish existing state 

Highway Commission and transfer 
control of California Highway Patrol to 

new Commission. 

Failed 

1938 5 IDS Animal Rights 

Prohibits operation in state waters of 
fishing boats which deliver fish, mollusks 

or crustaceans, wherever caught, to 
points beyond state waters. 

Passed 

1939 1 DA Administration of 
Government 

To establish system of warrants issued by 
state to electors 50 years old. Failed 

1939 2 DS Business Regulation 

Provides secretary of Chiropractic Board 
shall devote full time to duties and 

increase his salary; increases powers of 
board; increases educational 

requirements of applicant. 

Failed 

1940 5 DS Daylight Savings Time 
Provides for daylight saving time each 
year from last Sunday in April to the last 

Sunday in September. 
Failed 

1942 10 IDS Business Regulation 

Authorizes plans for rehabilitation, 
readjustment, reorganization, 

consolidation or merger of building and 
loan association. 

Failed 

1942 3 DS Administration of 
Government 

To create Board of Examiners in basic 
sciences comprised of 5 members with 
prescribed qualifications appointed by 

Governor. 

Failed 

1942 4 DA Taxes 

Repeal 1935 Personal Income Tax Act 
and declares no law imposing income 

tax on persons to be valid until 
approved by majority of voters after 

initiative proceedings. 

Failed 

1944 11 DA Welfare 

To provide $60 monthly to citizens having 
required residence, who are 60 years old 

or over, or totally and permanently 
disabled, including those in military 

service, or blind. 

Failed 

1944 12 DA Labor 

Declares right of employment, free from 
interference because employee does or 
does not belong to or pay money to a 

labor organization. 

Failed 

1944 9 DA Education 

Increase the amount of revenue 
required to be raised and apportioned 

by the Legislative for elementary schools.  
Increases apportionment from 100% to 
166 2/3% of amount raised by counties. 

Passed 

1946 11 DS Labor 
Declares state policy that all persons 

have the right of equal opportunity to 
secure employment. 

Failed 

1946 2 DS Gaming 
To permit greyhound racing and pari-
mutual wagering thereon in counties 

having population over 175,000. 
Passed 

1946 3 DA Education 

Amends same sections of Constitution 
and simplifies allocation of school funds 
in same manner as Proposition No. 13.  

Establishes minimum salary of $2400 per 
year for teachers.  Increases state 

support for public schools to $120 per 
year per student. 

Passed 

1948 12 DA Alcohol Regulation To provide for local control and 
enforcement of intoxicating liquors. Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1948 13 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

To provide for reapportionment of 
Senate, requires 1949 Legislature to 

reapportion Senate Districts according 
to population shown by 1940 census. 

Failed 

1948 14 DA Housing 

To create state Housing Agency and 
authorizes state to guarantee obligations 

of, and furnish operating subsidies to, 
public housing authorities. 

Failed 

1948 15 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Prohibits use of purse nets and round 
haul nets for fishing in ocean and tide 

waters of the state south of line 
extending due west from Point San 
Simeon in San Luis Obispo County. 

Failed 

1948 2 DA Alcohol Regulation To provide for local control of 
intoxicating liquors. Failed 

1948 3 DS Utility Regulation 

Empowers Public Utilities Commission to 
prescribe number of brakemen to be 

used on railroad trains.  Prohibits feather-
bed practices in employment of railroad 

brakemen on trains. 

Passed 

1948 4 DA Welfare 

Increases maximum aid from $60 to $75 
monthly for aged persons, and from $75 

to $85 for blind persons and increases 
income and property exemptions. 

Passed 

1948 6 DS Animal Rights 

Prohibits use of nets, traps, set lines, or 
other appliances in commercial fishing in 
fish and game districts in San Francisco 

Bay. 

Failed 

1949 12 DS Daylight Savings Time 
To provide for daylight saving time from 

the last Sunday in April until the last 
Sunday in September, annually. 

Passed 

1949 2 DA Welfare 

To reinstate plan of Old Age Security 
and Aid to Blind, except next maximum 
aid payments are retained at present 

level. 

Passed 

1950 1 DA Taxes 
To prohibit state and its political 

subdivision from imposing taxes upon 
personal property, tangible or intangible. 

Failed 

1950 10 DA Housing 

To require approval of majority of 
electors of County or city, voting at an 

election, as prerequisites for 
establishment of any low-rent housing 

project by the state or County, city 
district. 

Passed 

1950 6 DA Gaming To permit wagering and gambling to 
licensed establishments. Failed 

1952 10 DA Administration of 
Government 

Prohibits appropriation or expenditure of 
public money to California State 

Chamber of Commerce, local chamber 
or commerce and County Supervisors 

Association. 

Failed 

1952 11 IDS Welfare 

Place old age security program under 
state administration; terminates County 
administration, eliminates County share 

of costs. 

Failed 

1952 13 IDS Election Reform 

To provide that no person shall be a 
candidate or nominee of a political 

party for any office unless he has been 
registered as affiliated with such party 
for at least three months prior to filing 

nominating papers. 

Failed 

1952 2 DA Education Increases required state support for 
public schools to $180 per year per pupil. Passed 

1954 4 DA Welfare 
To increase monthly aid payments to 

aged persons who meet eligibility 
requirements (from $80 to $100). 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1956 4 DS Environmental 
Reform 

To prohibit waste, defined as production 
methods which reduce maximum 

economic quantity of oil or gas 
ultimately recoverable by good 

engineering practices. 

Failed 

1958 16 DA Taxes 

To amend Constitution by providing that 
school property, religious and other 

nonprofit organizations be exempted 
from taxation. 

Failed 

1958 17 DS Taxes 

Reduces sales and use tax rate from 3% 
to 2%.  Changes income tax rates to 
new range of 1/2% on incomes over 

$50,000. 

Failed 

1958 18 DA Labor 

Prohibits employers and employee 
organizations from entering into 

collective bargaining which establish 
labor organization membership, or 

payment of dues or charges of any kind 
thereto, as an entry condition. 

Failed 

1960 15 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

To provide for reapportionment of 
senate and limiting the number of 

senatorial districts per County; provides 
for legislature to reapportion after each 

Census. 

Failed 

1962 23 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

Establishes and apportions 50 (instead of 
existing 40) senatorial districts and limits 
the number of districts which a County 

could have. 

Failed 

1962 24 DA Election Reform 

Declares existence, purposes, and 
objectives of world communist 

movement; defines communist and 
subversive organizations and denies 

them political party status and any tax 
exemption. 

Failed 

1964 14 DA Civil Rights 

Prohibits state, subdivision, or agency 
thereof from denying, limiting, or 

abridging right of any person to decline 
to sell, lease, or rent residential real 

property to any person as he chooses. 

Passed 

1964 15 DS Utility Regulation 

Declares it contrary to public policy to 
permit development of subscription 

television business.  Provides no charge 
shall be made to public for television 

programs transmitted to home television 
sets. 

Passed 

1964 16 DA Gaming Provides for statewide lottery with 
monthly drawings. Failed 

1964 17 DS Utility Regulation Declares state policy on manning trains. Passed 

1966 16 DS Legal Declares state policy is to prohibit 
obscene matter and conduct. Failed 

1968 9 DA Taxes 

Provides that total ad valorem tax 
burden on all property be limited after 
July 1, 1969 to 1% of market value for 
property-related services plus 80% of 
base cost of people-related services. 

Failed 

1970 8 DA Education 

Requires state provide from sources 
other than property taxes not less than 

50% of costs for public schools, exclusive 
of capital outlay and federal funds, and 
90% of costs for social welfare services. 

Failed 

1972 14 DA Taxes 

Establishes ad valorem property tax rate 
limitations for all purposes except 

payment of designated types of debts 
and liabilities. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1972 15 DA Administration of 
Government 

Requires state Personnel Board, University 
of California Regents and state University 

and College Trustees semi-annually to 
determine prevailing rates in private and 

public employment. 

Failed 

1972 16 DA Administration of 
Government 

Requires state Personnel Board to 
determine maximum salary for each 

class of policemen or deputy sheriff in 
each city and County within state. 

Failed 

1972 17 DA Death Penalty 

To provide that all state statutes in effect 
Feb. 17, 1972 requiring, authorizing, 

imposing, or relating to death penalty 
are in full force and effect. 

Passed 

1972 18 DS Legal 
Redefines obscenity, removes 

"redeeming social importance" defense, 
etc. 

Failed 

1972 19 DS Drug Policy Reform 

Proposes a law  that no person 18 years 
or older shall be punished criminally or 

denied any right or privilege because of 
his planting, cultivating, harvesting, 
drying and processing marijuana. 

Failed 

1972 20 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Creates Coastal Zone Conservation 
Commission and 6 regional commissions. Passed 

1972 21 DS Civil Rights 

No public school student shall, because 
of his race, creed, or color, be assigned 
to or be required to attend a particular 

school. 

Passed 

1972 22 DS Labor 

Sets forth permissible and prohibited 
labor relation activities of agricultural 

employers, employees, and labor 
organizations. 

Failed 

1972 9 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Specifies permissible composition and 
quality of gasoline and other fuel for 

internal combustion engines. 
Failed 

1973 1 DA Taxes 

Limits state expenditures; restricts use of 
defined surplus revenue to tax 

reductions, refunds or emergencies.  
Constitutionally eliminates personal 

income tax for lower income persons. 

Failed 

1974 17 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Designates specified portions of the 
main stem of the Stanislaus River as 

components of the California Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 

Failed 

1974 9 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Requires reports of receipts and 
expenditures in campaigns for state and 
local offices and ballot measures.  Limits 
expenditures for state wide candidates. 

Passed 

1976 13 DS Gaming To authorize and regulate greyhound 
dog racing. Failed 

1976 14 DS Labor Agricultural labor relations. Failed 

1976 15 DS 
Nuclear 

weapons/facilities/w
aste 

Nuclear power plants. Failed 

1978 13 DA Taxes Property tax reduction and limitation. 
Two-thirds vote required for increases. Passed 

1978 5 DS Health/Medical 
Prohibits smoking in specified areas and 

restaurants must have non-smoking 
areas. 

Failed 

1978 6 DS Civil Rights School employees can be fired for 
homosexuality. Failed 

1978 7 DS Legal Criminal penalty for murder Passed 

1979 4 DA Administration of 
Government Limit government appropriations. Passed 

1980 10 DS Health/Medical Smoking and non-smoking sections in 
public places. Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1980 10 DA Housing Rent control through local ordinance. Failed 

1980 11 DS Taxes Taxation.  10% surtax on energy 
businesses. Failed 

1980 9 DA Taxes Taxation: indexing, business inventory 
exemption. Failed 

1982 11 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Beverage containers must have refund 
value of at least five cents. Failed 

1982 12 M 
Nuclear 

weapons/facilities/w
aste 

Nuclear weapons. Passed 

1982 13 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Establishes water conservation 
programs. Failed 

1982 14 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

Removes legislature's power over 
redistricting. Failed 

1982 15 DS Gun Regulation Requires registration of concealable 
firearms. Failed 

1982 5 DS Taxes Gift and inheritance taxes. Passed 
1982 6 DS Taxes Gift and inheritance taxes. Passed 
1982 7 DS Taxes Income tax indexing. Passed 
1982 8 DA Legal Criminal Justice. Passed 

1984 24 DS Administration of 
Government 

Legislature:  rules, procedures, powers, 
funding. Passed 

1984 36 DA Taxes Forbids new property tax. Failed 
1984 37 DA Gaming Establishes state lottery. Passed 

1984 38 DS Administration of 
Government Voting materials. English only. Passed 

1984 39 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

Revising apportionment of members of 
legislature. Failed 

1984 40 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform Campaign contribution limits. Failed 

1984 41 DS Welfare Public aid, medical assistance programs. Failed 

1986 51 DS Tort Reform Multiple defendants tort damage 
liability. Passed 

1986 61 DA Administration of 
Government 

Compensation of public employees, 
contractors. Failed 

1986 62 DS Taxes Taxation, local governments and 
districts. Passed 

1986 63 DA Administration of 
Government English as official state language. Passed 

1986 64 DS Health/Medical Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) Failed 

1986 65 DS Environmental 
Reform Toxic discharge into drinking water. Passed 

1988 100 DS Business Regulation Reductions in auto insurance rates, 
regulation. Failed 

1988 101 DS Business Regulation Automobile accident claims, insurance 
rates. Failed 

1988 102 DS Health/Medical Reporting exposure to AIDS virus. Failed 
1988 103 DS Business Regulation Insurance rates, regulation, Commission. Passed 
1988 104 DS Business Regulation Automobile and other insurance. Failed 

1988 105 DS Business Regulation Disclosure to consumers, voters, 
investors. Passed 

1988 106 DS Tort Reform Attorney fee limit for tort claims. Failed 

1988 68 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Legislative campaigns-spending and 
contribution limits. Passed 

1988 69 DS Health/Medical Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) Failed 

1988 73 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform Campaign bundling. Passed 

1988 95 DS Welfare Funding for hunger and homelessness 
programs. Failed 

1988 96 DS Health/Medical Communicable disease tests. Passed 

1988 97 DS Health/Medical State occupational safety and health 
plan. Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1988 98 DA Education General fund financing - school funding. Passed 

1988 99 DA Taxes Cigarette and tobacco tax.  Benefit 
fund. Passed 

1990 115 DA Legal Changes criminal law, judicial 
procedures, expands capital offences. Passed 

1990 116 DS Bonds Authorizes bonds for passenger and 
commuter rail systems. Passed 

1990 117 DS Animal Rights 
Prohibit sport hunting of mountain lions 

and establishes fund for wildlife 
protection. 

Passed 

1990 118 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting Changes procedures for redistricting. Failed 

1990 119 DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting Reapportionment by commission. Failed 

1990 128 DS Health/Medical Regulates chemicals in foods and 
pesticides. Failed 

1990 129 DA Drug Policy Reform Creates drug superfund and authorizes 
bonds for prison construction. Failed 

1990 130 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Authorizes bonds for forest acquisition 
and regulates timber harvesting. Failed 

1990 131 DA Term Limits 
Term limits for state officials, changes 
campaign finance laws, some public 

funding. 
Failed 

1990 132 DA Environmental 
Reform 

Establishes marine protection zone within 
three miles of coast. Passed 

1990 133 DS Taxes Increases sales tax to fund drug 
enforcement and prevention. Failed 

1990 134 DA Alcohol Regulation Alcohol surtax. Failed 

1990 135 DS Environmental 
Reform Pesticide regulation. Failed 

1990 136 DA Taxes State and  local taxation. Failed 

1990 137 DA Initiative and 
Referendum Initiative and referendum process. Failed 

1990 138 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Forest acquisition.  Timber harvesting.  
Bond act. Failed 

1990 139 DA Labor Prison inmate labor.  Tax credit. Passed 

1990 140 DA Term Limits 
Term limits for state officials, limits on 

legislature's salary and operating costs. 
6/8 

Passed 

1992 161 DS Physician assisted 
suicide 

Allows a mentally competent adult who 
is suffering from a terminal illness to 

request and obtain medication from a 
physician to end that patient’s own life 

in a humane and dignified manner. 

Failed 

1992 162 DA Administration of 
Government Public employee retirement systems. Passed 

1992 163 DA Taxes End taxation of certain food products. Passed 
1992 164 DS Term Limits Term limits on Congress 6/12. Passed 

1992 165 DA Administration of 
Government 

Lets Governor reduce some 
expenditures to balance budget. Failed 

1992 166 DS Health/Medical Requires employers to provide basic 
health care coverage. Failed 

1992 167 DS Taxes Raises top income tax rates, repeals 1991 
sales tax hike, renters' tax credits. Failed 

1993 174 DA Education State education vouchers usable for 
public or private schools. Failed 

1994 184 DS Legal 

Convicted felons with 1 such prior 
conviction would receive twice the 

normal sentence for the new offense. 
Convicted felons with 2 or more such 
prior convictions would receive a life 

sentence. Three strikes your out. 

Passed 

1994 185 DS Taxes This measure imposes an additional 4% 
tax on retail sales of gasoline. Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1994 186 DA Health/Medical 

Establishes health services system with 
defined medical, prescription drug, long-
term, mental health, dental, emergency, 

other benefits. 

Failed 

1994 187 DS Alien Rights 

Makes illegal aliens ineligible for public 
social services, public health care 
services (unless emergency under 

federal law), and public school 
education at elementary, secondary, 

and post-secondary levels. 

Passed 

1994 188 DS Health/Medical 

Repeals and preempts local smoking 
and tobacco regulations.  Repeals and 
replaces existing statewide smoking and 

tobacco regulations. 

Failed 

1996 198 DS Election Reform Created open blanket primary voting. Passed 
1996 199 DS Housing Mobile home rent. Failed 
1996 200 DS Business Regulation No-fault motor insurance. Failed 

1996 201 DS Tort Reform Attorneys' fees in class action and 
shareholder suits. Failed 

1996 202 DS Tort Reform Limits on attorneys' contingency fees in 
tort cases. Failed 

1996 207 DS Tort Reform Attorneys fees. Right to negotiate. 
Frivolous lawsuits. Failed 

1996 208 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Campaign contributions and spending 
limits. Restricts lobbyist. Passed 

1996 209 DA Civil Rights Ending racial preferences. Passed 
1996 210 DS Labor Minimum wage increase. Passed 

1996 211 DS Tort Reform Attorney - client fee arrangements, 
securities, fraud, lawsuits. Failed 

1996 212 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Campaign contributions and spending 
limits.  Repeals gift and honoraria limits. 

Restricts lobbyist. 
Failed 

1996 213 DS Business Regulation Limitation of recovery to felons. 
Uninsured motorists. Drunk drivers. Passed 

1996 214 DS Health/Medical Regulation of health care business. Failed 

1996 215 DS Drug Policy Reform Legalize  marijuana for medicinal 
purposes. Passed 

1996 216 DS Business Regulation Consumer protection. Taxes on 
corporate restructuring. Failed 

1996 217 DS Taxes Reinstates expired higher tax rates on 
top incomes. Failed 

1996 218 DA Taxes Establish  tax limits Passed 

1998 10 DA Health/Medical 

Would create state commission to 
provide information and materials and 

to formulate guidelines for establishment 
of comprehensive early childhood 

development and smoking prevention 
programs. 

Passed 

1998 223 DA Education 
School districts to spend no more than 5 

percent of all funds for administrative 
costs. 

Failed 

1998 224 DA Administration of 
Government 

Regulates state funded design and 
engineering contracts. Failed 

1998 225 DS Term Limits Informed Voter Law. Passed 

1998 226 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Union member's permission required to 
use dues for political contributions. Failed 

1998 227 DS Education Ending bilingual education. Passed 

1998 4 DS Animal Rights 

Would prohibit trapping mammals 
classified as fur bearing or non-game 

with body-gripping traps for recreation 
or commerce in fur. 

Passed 

1998 5 DS Gaming 

Would specify terms and conditions of 
mandatory compact between state 

and Indian tribes for gambling on tribal 
land. 

Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1998 6 DS Animal Rights 

Prohibiting any person from possessing 
transferring receiving or holding any 

horse or pony or burro or mule with intent 
to kill or have it killed. 

Passed 

1998 7 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Would authorize State Air Resources 
Board and delegated air pollution 

control districts to award $218 million in 
state tax credits annually until 2011 to 
encourage air-commissions reduction. 

Failed 

1998 8 DS Education 
Would create fund for reduction in class 
sizes. Requires teacher credentialing and 

testing. 
Failed 

1998 9 DS 
Nuclear 

weapons/facilities/w
aste 

Would prohibit assessment of utility tax 
bond payments or surcharges for 

payment of costs of nuclear power 
plants/related assets. 

Failed 

2000 21 DS Death Penalty 

Increases punishment for gang-related 
felonies; death penalty for gang-related 
murder; indeterminate life sentences for 

home-invasion robbery, carjacking, 
witness intimidation and drive-by 

shootings. 

Passed 

2000 22 DS Civil Rights 

Adds a provision to the Family Code 
providing that only marriage between a 

man and a woman is valid or 
recognized in California. 

Passed 

2000 23 DS Election Reform 

Provides that in general, special, primary 
and recall elections, voters may vote for 

"none of the above" rather than a 
named candidate. 

Failed 

2000 25 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Expands campaign contribution 
disclosure requirements. Establishes 
contribution limits. Bans corporate 

contributions. Limits fundraising to period 
12 months before primary election and 

ninety days after election. 

Failed 

2000 26 DA Education 

Authorizes school, community college 
districts, and County education offices 

that evaluate safety, class size, 
information technology needs to issue 

bonds if approved by majority of 
applicable district or County voters. 

Failed 

2000 27 DA Term Limits Self Limit Law Failed 

2000 28 DS Taxes 

Repeals additional $.50 per pack tax on 
cigarettes and equivalent increase in 

state tax on tobacco products 
previously enacted by Proposition 10 at 

November 3, 1998, election. 

Failed 

2000 35 DA Administration of 
Government 

Overrides constitutional restrictions to 
allow state, local contracting with 
private entities for engineering and 

architectural services in all phases of 
public works projects. 

Passed 

2000 36 DS Drug Policy Reform 

Requires drug treatment program and 
probation for certain non-violent drug 
possession offenses and similar parole 

violations not including sale, production 
or manufacture. 

Passed 

2000 37 DA Taxes 

Redefines as taxes any compulsory fees 
enacted by state or local government 
after July 1, 1999 to monitor, study or 

mitigate societal or economic effects of 
activity where such fees impose no 
regulatory obligation on the payer. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

2000 38 DA Education 

Authorizes annual state payments of at 
least $4000 per pupil for qualifying 

private and religious schools as grants for 
new enrollees. 

Failed 

2000 39 DA Education 

Authorizes bonds for construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation or 

replacement of school facilities if 
approved by 55% vote. 

Passed 

 


