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Hunger for news: Readers crowd into the 

Tribune lobby the day after the election to get 

the story of  history being made. A record 1.6 

million copies were printed. Online, the Tribune 

continuously updated its report, capturing more 

than 20 million page views that week.

Watchdog Reporting
On your side: Outstanding journalism is the core of  what we 

deliver. In 2008, we were honored to accept the Pulitzer Prize for 

uncovering the government’s failure to monitor the safety of  

children’s products. We then turned the spotlight on foodmakers 

that falsely label their products as free from allergens. Our 

reporters found that children are put at risk by lax government 

regulation and loose oversight of  manufacturing. The Tribune 

also reported on the quality of  the air we breathe and regulation 

practices. And our “What’s Your Problem” column by Jon Yates 

tackles everyday trials and tribulations.
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His
mother
called Well-
Care and
unenrolled
him on Nov.30 but could

not coax the
insurance
company
into sendingCaremark a

letter verify-ing that
move.

For more
than two
months,Gearheart’s mother unsuc-cessfully tried to get WellCare

to send the letter. She alsocalled Medicare, her state’sdepartment of insurance,attorneys and senators fromtwo states. 
Forced to pay for the medi-

cations herself, she quicklyplowed through savings andmaxed out a newly openedcredit card. The CVS phar-macist near the family’shouse agreed to charge em-ployee prices, but she saidshe still wound up payingmore than $10,000 for medi-cine.
In late November, Gear-heart’s lungs fell into chronic

rejection. His doctor pre-scribed a new drug, but thecost— roughly $3,000 aweek—was more than famil

In the two years followingKurt Gearheart’s bilaterallung transplant, Caremarkdutifully covered all of the35-year-old’s medications.But on Nov. 7, the insur-ance company abruptlystopped paying for the drugs,
which cost about $800 a week.
Caremark said that becauseGearheart was enrolled inMedicare Part D with anoth-

er insurance company, Well-
Care, he was no longer eligi-
ble for coverage.Gearheart argued thatMedicare does not pay fortransplant drugs, and Well-Care did not cover the medi-

cine in question. Caremarktold him it would resumecoverage—after he showedproof he had canceled hisWellCare policy.The family said it did notknow Gearheart was enrolled
with WellCare. For years, hehas received prescriptiondrug coverage from Care-mark through his father’sinsurance policy with hisformer employer, Navistar. The family was told thegovernment automaticallyenrolled Gearheart in Medi-

care Part D because he wasdeemed to have “specialneeds.” Medicare assignedhis prescription drug cov-erage to WellCare. About that
time, Gearheart moved to anew house with his parents.

WellCare sent informationabout the account to his old

Wednesday, a letter was wait-
ing from WellCare, statingGearheart had terminatedhis enrollment Nov. 30. Gear-

heart faxed the letter to Care-
mark on Thursday, and hiscoverage was immediatelyrenewed.

Later that day, he went tothe pharmacy and picked uphis drugs, which were paidfor by Caremark. He was also
able to get the $3,000-a-weekanti-rejection medicine. “Magically, at the push of a

button, everything’s fixed,”Walters said. Walters said she
spoke F

Sigh of relief for lung patient, family
Have a problem?E-mail your story, providing as

many details as possible, toyourproblem@tribune.comor write to What’s Your Prob-
lem?, Newsroom, ChicagoTribune, 435 N. Michigan Ave.,

Chicago, IL 60611. Please in-clude your name and a way to
contact you. We cannot re-spond to everyone, but we’llget to as many as we can and

publish the results Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays.

chicagotribune.com/problemSee past problemsand submit yours.

Anna Walters with a photo of Kurt Gearheart. ANTHONY ROBERT LA PENNA/PHOTO FOR THE TRIBUNE

CONSUMER WATCH
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Jon Yates
What’s yourproblem?

Legislative leaders 

must persuade rank 

and file to vote for 

deal. The House will 

take it up Monday 

and the Senate as 

soon as Wednesday.

THE NEXT STEP

White House and congressional leaders 
agree to historic $700 billion rescue plan 
to save financial markets from imploding. 

What the bailout deal means

It’s unclear whether 

the bailout will be 

enough to restore con-

fidence in the nation’s 

credit markets. But 

without it, they fear 

bigger problems.

ECONOMISTS SAY

SEE NEWS FOCUS FOR MORE, PAGE 4

EDITORIAL

HENRY PAULSON

Our $700 billion

weekend bender.

PAGE 36

Use the Tribune’s new Web tool to find the 
polluters in your area at chicagotribune.com/air

Who are the 
polluters near you?

By Michael Hawthorne
and Darnell Little
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

People living in Chicago and
nearby suburbs face some of the
highest risks in the nation for
cancer, lung disease and other
health problems linked to toxic
chemicals pouring from indus-
try smokestacks, according to a
Tribune analysis of federal data.

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency spent millions of
dollars to assess the dangers that
air pollution poses but has failed
to fulfill promises to make the re-
search more accessible to the

public. So the Tribune is posting
the information on its Web site,
where users can easily find near-
by polluters and the chemicals
going into their air.

Those who look up Cook
County will see it ranked worst
in the nation for dangerous air
pollution, based on 2005 data.
The Tribune also found Chicago
was among the 10 worst cities in
the U.S.

The factory with the highest
risk score in Chicago is a steel
mill on the edge of upscale Lin-
coln Park, a neighborhood
where it isn’t uncommon to find
people buying organic dog food.

In Will and DuPage Counties,
six factories rank in the region’s
worst 50, though residents of the
collar counties generally face
much lower risks than people
who live in Cook. Nearby Lake
County, Ind., has nine of the
worst polluters in the region.

So how much danger does a
person living near these facto-
ries face? The EPA didn’t try to
answer that difficult question.
Air pollution is just one factor
that can affect the chances of de-
veloping health problems.

Instead, the agency’s research 

OUR
TOXIC

AIR

Lelia Mendez and her neighbors in Chicago’s Pilsen area dug into EPA data and helped get a local polluter to clean up. “The regulators knew this was a problem,” she says. ALEX GARCIA/TRIBUNE 

Chicago-area residents face some of the
highest risks of getting sick from pollution,
but the EPA isn’t making it widely known

A TRIBUNE 
WATCHDOG REPORT

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 l The Midwest’s largest reporting team l 24 hours at chicagotribune.com
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By James Janega, 
Stacy St. Clair
and Angela Rozas
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A solemn police chaplain
stood before more than 100
weary Chicago officers gath-
ered late Sunday in the park-

Chicago cop gunned down
14-year veteran
slain; suspect critical

This map shows all the polluters who made the EPA’s list in
Cook County. Find out who the 10 worst are and where others
are located throughout Chicagoland. PAGE 18

J The worst polluters are...

Please turn to Page 18
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SOX 
HANG IN

SPORTS

Will play must-win game against 

Detroit on Monday at The Cell 

at 1:05 p.m. to stay in the playoff  hunt.

Cubs get Dodgers

ANNUAL COMMUNITY REPORT

to Our Community
Dear Readers,

Last year was both challenging and exciting, cresting in an appetite 
for news about the historic election that saw readers jam the Tribune 
lobby. 

It was a whole new day for the Chicago Tribune as we reinvented 
your newspaper. We did so to address fi nancial and readership 
challenges facing our industry, while continuing to deliver on your 
needs.

We at the Chicago Tribune are grateful to be a part of this great 
community where we are working together to build a better future, 
and we’ll continue to focus on serving our vibrant and diverse 
neighborhoods and cities. We’ve hit the ground running with 
a renewed emphasis on watchdog journalism and serving all of 
Chicagoland through our community programs. 

High on our list this year is what readers tell us repeatedly they 
want us to do: Clean up Illinois’ political sleaze. We began with 
the coverage of the Blagojevich scandal. The work continues. The 
Tribune has launched a campaign against the culture of corruption 
through news coverage in print or online, and on the Editorial pages. 

Community is the heart of what we do. It’s thanks to the donations 
of readers that Chicago Tribune Charities, through the McCormick 
Foundation, is able to award grants of more than $5 million. Those 

grants—to non-profi t organizations throughout Chicagoland—are 
aimed at fi ghting hunger and homelessness, developing literacy and 
employment skills, and strengthening families. And we hold ourselves 
accountable, ensuring that we are good stewards of those generous 
contributions.

Another part of our commitment is to make it easier for people to 
connect with causes that they care about. It’s a program called the Do 
Good Channel, and we’re excited about it.

All of this is especially relevant at a time when all Americans, in 
facing today’s economic challenges, are pulling together and taking a 
closer look at personal service and community. We will be right there 
with you, leading from the front.

Sincerely,

Tony Hunter
President, Publisher and CEO

An Update 

Serving Our Community
Giving Back
Chicago Tribune Charities: Our giving philosophy is in keeping with the 

company’s mission: to help people engage their world. Last year alone, Chicago 

Tribune Charities, a McCormick Foundation Fund, distributed more than 

$5 million in grants to 165 non-profi t organizations to help to fi ght hunger and 

homelessness, promote literacy, and support family stability and self-suffi cien-

cy. Through the McCormick Foundation, grants were awarded to local non-

profi ts such as Greater Chicago Food Depository, Northern Illinois Food Bank 

and Metropolitan Family Services. To see a complete list of  grant recipients, 

visit chicagotribune.com/holidaygiving.

Chicago Tribune Foundation: Our foundation helps the community by 

encouraging journalistic excellence, diversity and freedom. Through the 

foundation, we also support diverse cultural institutions and promote civic 

efforts. Building a sense of  community by partnering with our neighbors, the 

foundation allows us to learn and grow as we celebrate our accomplishments 

together.

Do Good Channel: In a partnership with Good2gether, the Chicago Tribune 

connects people with causes they care about or want to discover in areas such 

as hunger, arts and culture, human services, education and the environment.

Strengthening Communities
United Way is an important part of  our culture and commitment to ensuring the 

health and vitality of  our communities. We are proud of  our long relationship. 

Chicago Tribune employees made individual pledges and organized fundraising 

events such as silent auctions, golf  outings and a bowling competition to raise 

approximately $590,000.

TribUnity captures the energy and enthusiasm that is the Chicago Tribune. Last 

year, employees collected school supplies for fi ve elementary schools in low-

income neighborhoods and served meals at the Living Room Cafe on the South 

Side and Uptown Cafe on the North Side. 

Chicago Tribune News in Education gives teachers the tools to integrate news 

into the classroom environment while encouraging learning. Teachers use the 

Tribune to connect local, national and international news to their lesson plans.

Chicago Tribune/Discover Financial Services Toy Drive: Thanks to Chicago 

Tribune and Discover Financial Services, the clients of  Metropolitan Family 

Services had a special holiday season. Through this unique partnership, 

thousands of  toys—$460,000 worth—were delivered to children at nine 

Metropolitan Family Services sites across Chicagoland.

Workforce development: The Chicago Tribune Career Fair is one of  the largest 

career fairs in the country. Held in Soldier Field, home of  the Chicago Bears, the 

2008 event drew more than 4,000 job seekers and 80 exhibitors. 

Rock the Vote: The Tribune joined 748 Chicagoland voters at the House of  Blues 

to celebrate Election Night.

Other events: Farmers Market, Chicago Blues Festival, Printers Row Book 

Fair, Taste of  Chicago, Bears Jr. Staley Promotion, Taste of  Orland, Romeo Fest, 

Glamorama, VIVA, Jazz Festival, Naperville Last Fling, MASH Launch, Soldier 

Field Career Fair, Autumn Fest, MOSE Celtic Fest, Green Tie Ball, Good Eating 

wine event at Texas De Brazil, Bears Ultimate Tailgate, The FedEx All American 

Shootout.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2008 l The Midwest’s largest reporting team l 24 hours at chicagotribune.com
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ARRESTED
U.S.: Blagojevich tried to sell Senate seat

in ‘political corruption crime spree’ 

Gov. Rod Blagojevich was arrested at his home about 6 a.m. after asking, “Is this a joke?” JOSÉ MORÉ/TRIBUNE FILE

6 a.m.
Two FBI agents arrive at

Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s

Northwest Side home

with an arrest warrant.

11 a.m.
U.S. Atty. Patrick Fitz-

gerald details the

charges against Blago-

jevich and his chief of

staff, John Harris.

CHARGE 1: Conspiracy

to commit fraud. Blago-

jevich and Harris alleg-

edly sought to defraud

the state by, among other

things, selling the va-

cant U.S. Senate seat of

President-elect Barack

Obama.

CHARGE 2: Solicitation

of bribery. Blagojevich

allegedly sought to have

Chicago Tribune editori-

alists fired in exchange

for assistance with

Wrigley Field sale.

12:30 p.m.
Sen. Dick Durbin calls

for a special election to

fill Obama’s seat, say-

ing, “No appointment by

this governor could

produce a credible re-

placement.”

12:45 p.m. 
Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn calls

for Blagojevich to step

aside, saying the gover-

nor is “seriously im-

peded from carrying out

his oath of office.”

1:30 p.m.
Blagojevich and Harris

appear in federal court.

After a 15-minute hear-

ing, each is released on

his own recognizance 

1:56 p.m.
Obama tells reporters at

his Chicago transition

office that “I had no

contact with the gover-

nor or his office and so I

was not aware of what

was happening. And as I

said, it’s a sad day for

Illinois.” 

*Some times are approximate.

Historic day in

Illinois politics

By Jeff Coen, Rick Pearson

and David Kidwell

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Gov. Rod Blagojevich and his chief of

staff, John Harris, were arrested Tues-

day for what U.S. Atty. Patrick Fitzger-

ald called a “political corruption

crime spree” that included attempts to

sell the U.S. Senate seat vacated by

President-elect Barack Obama.

Blagojevich and Harris were named

in a federal criminal complaint that al-

leged a wide-ranging criminal con-

spiracy aimed at providing financial

benefits to the governor, his political

fund and to his wife, First Lady Patri-

cia Blagojevich.

Blagojevich was taken into federal

custody by FBI agents at his North

Side home Tuesday morning—one day

shy of his 52nd birthday.

The arrests dealt a tumultuous blow

to Illinois government, at once raising

questions about the leadership of the

state and the fate of the open Senate

seat—which the governor alone has

the power to fill under the state law.

The allegations against Blagojevich

provide a sharp contrast to a Demo-

cratic governor who campaigned for

office promising reforms in the wake

of disgraced, scandal-tainted Republi-

can chief executive George Ryan. The

complaint against Blagojevich comes

little more than two years after Ryan

was sentenced to 61⁄2 years in prison on

federal corruption charges.

Robert Grant, special agent in

charge of the FBI’s Chicago office,

characterized Illinois’ place in the

pantheon of political corruption.

“If it isn’t the most corrupt state in

the United States, it’s certainly one

hell of a competitor,” Grant said. And

Fitzgerald, whose office also prosecut-

ed Blagojevich’s predecessor, said Bla-

gojevich’s “conduct would make Lin-

Lt. Gov.: Blagojevich

should step aside

Please turn to Page 2

An in-depth look at the charges brought against the governor by

U.S. Atty. Patrick Fitzgerald. PAGE 3

PLUS: What’s next for the governor’s seat and what happens with

the Senate replacement. PAGE 6

U.S. Atty. Fitzgerald announces the charges. CHUCK BERMAN/TRIBUNE

Fitzgerald: Conduct ‘would

make Lincoln roll over’

8 PAGES OF COVERAGE

Don’t miss

Chicago’s most

extensive,

informed
coverage
And updates all day 

at chicagotribune.com
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Obama
Our next president
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arack Obama, son of an African man and a white woman from Kan-sas, a figure virtually unknown outside his home state of Illinois justfive years ago, emphatically captured the presidency Tuesday night.“America, we have come so far,” Obama told cheering thousands in GrantPark. “We have seen so much. But there is so much more to do.”His implausible journey to become the nation’s first African-American presi-
dent began on a cold February day almost two years ago, as he entered the race for
the White House. Obama had spent little time on the national stage and was the
furthest thing from a traditional candidate. Among other things, he was an Afri-

can-American in a country still grappling with the question of race.With his victory, America’s tortured relationship with race has entered anew phase. The Obama presidency may be a sign that a country that all toorecently tolerated segregation has moved irrevocably forward, or it may
mean only that the nation is so hungry for change that it set racial struggles aside.

The challenges facing Obama are many, including wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and a battered economy. He will confront them soon enough.But Tuesday night was a time to marvel at a once-inconceivable moment inAmerican history. 

B

COMPLETE ELECTION COVERAGE INSIDE

Before a huge Grant Park crowd, President-elect Obama declares: ‘Change has come to America.’ 

In capturing the White House, Barack Obama redrew the electoral map, winning a larger share of the popular vote than any Democrat since Lyndon Johnson in 1964. PHIL VELASQUEZ/TRIBUNE

Journalism Matters
Chicagoland is at the center of the biggest stories in the state and nation, 

from the presidential election of  Chicago’s Barack Obama to the political scan-

dal of  former Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s tenure. 

Our coverage has followed the new president along every step of  his 

journey, from the statehouse in Springfi eld to his election as the state’s junior 

senator and an exhaustive campaign for the nation’s highest offi ce launched, 

fi ttingly, along the path of  Illinois’ other favorite son, Abraham Lincoln. The 

stories and photography of  that rise to power—capped off  with a stunning 

view of  the Mall on Inauguration Day—treated readers to the experience of  an 

incredible moment in history.

The Blagojevich story demonstrated why we must be on guard. Tribune 

reporters painstakingly documented the corrupt culture bit by bit, contract by 

contract, over the years. This culminated in the astonishing day in December 

when the U.S. attorney had the governor arrested for allegedly plotting to sell 

a U.S. Senate seat and extort the fi ring of  Tribune editorial writers who had 

relentlessly called him out. But the government could not silence the voice of  

a free press. 

Readers demand and support that journalism. 

But you want more. You want us to help during the 

most severe recession since FDR’s time. That’s why we 

have a Recession Survival project, examining ways to 

cope, from designing a family budget to tips for improving your credit rating 

or thoughtful analysis of  how to repair your battered portfolio.

How You Can Help
Tips@tribune.com: See news happening? Tell us. Send a note so the 

Breaking News Center can check it out.

Chicagotribune.com/dogood: Explore non-profi ts and volunteer 

opportunities in your community while learning about causes that 

are important to you.

Chicagotribune.com/holidaygiving: Help change the lives of  

thousands by donating to Chicago Tribune/WGN-TV Holiday Giving, 

a campaign of  Chicago Tribune Charities, a McCormick Foundation 

Fund. Donations raised through charitable contributions from read-

ers improve social and economic conditions throughout Chicagoland.

CTcommunityrelations@tribune.com: E-mail us with any ques-

tions or comments about our community involvement or to get volun-

teer information for our sponsored events.

chicagobreakingnews.com
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