
Plano’s Gleneagles Country
Club and Turnberry Golf Club
in Scotland are separated by
more than 4,400 miles.

But for one day in late May,
Gleneagles is a potential
steppingstone to Turnberry
and the British Open, golf’s
oldest championship.

Gleneagles’ Queens Course
has been selected to host this
year’s only U.S. international
final qualifying tournament for
the 138th British Open. Eight
berths are at stake for a field of
as many as 78 players. It will be
the first time a British Open
qualifying tournament has
been played on Texas soil.

“We’re very excited to host
this tournament,” said Glenea-
gles director of golf Brent Hal-
vorson. “We’ve been working
on it quite a while.”

Gleneagles joins an impres-
sive list of U.S. clubs that have
hosted a British Open qualifier,
including Congressional and
Oakland Hills, each of which
has hosted multiple U.S.
Opens. 

The Royal & Ancient Golf
Club, with help from this coun-
try’s PGA, selected a facility in
the area for convenience to
PGA Tour members. 

The tournament falls on
Memorial Day, the Monday af-
ter the final round of the HP
Byron Nelson Championship
and three days before the start
of the Crown Plaza Invitational
at Colonial.

Halvorson said consider-
ation was given to clubs with

two 18-hole courses such as
Gleneagles. 

The R&A, which runs the
British Open, began to stage
worldwide qualifying tourna-
ments in 2004 so that players
wouldn’t be forced to travel to
the United Kingdom to qualify.

The first U.S. qualifying
tournament got off to a rocky
start at Congressional when 46
players withdrew and another
seven were no-shows. But par-
ticipation has been much bet-
ter since.

This year’s qualifier is a
month earlier on the calendar
than the first one. The Open
will be played July 16-19.

Entry in international qual-
ifying tournaments is based on
the World Golf Ranking.

At Gleneagles, the field will
play 36 holes in one day, start-
ing with tee times at 7:30 a.m.
Afternoon play will begin at
12:30 p.m.

There will be no charge for
spectators. With limited rop-
ing, the tournament will allow
fans a great opportunity to get
closer to the players than at a
normal PGA Tour event.

Local qualifying is still held
on British links courses.

International qualifying
tournaments have already
been held in Africa and Austra-
lia with another in Asia on
April 1 and a final one in Eng-
land on June 8.

Route to Scotland
goes through Plano

BRITISH OPEN | U.S. INTERNATIONAL QUALIFIER

Eight players will earn
British Open berths at
Gleneagles event 

By RANDY JENNINGS
Staff Writer

rjennings@dallasnews.com

In the know
When: May 25
Site: Gleneagles Country Club
Queens Course (6,901 yards,
par 71)
Briefly: A 36-hole medal event
for a field of 78 players. The top
eight gain qualifying berths for
the 2009 Open Championship,
July 16-19, at Turnberry Golf
Club in Scotland.

British Open qualifiers in the United States
Year Club City
2004 Congressional CC Bethesda, Md.
2005 Canoe Brook CC Summit, N.J.
2006 Congressional CC Bethesda, Md.
2007 Oakland Hills CC Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
2008 TPC Michigan/Dearborn CC Dearborn, Mich.
2009 Gleneagles CC Plano

Fee is the cost of a greens fee and cart to play the course on a Saturday in high season. Actual rates may vary.
To be included, a course must have been voted on by at least 10 panel members.

Rank Course
Location 
Phone Par 

USGA
rating

Slope Designer
Year
open Fee

2008
rank

1 Squaw Valley
Comanche Lakes 

Glen Rose 
1-800-831-8259 

M: 72
L: 72

73.9 132 
77.0 135

John Colligan 2001 $54 8

2 Memorial Park
Golf Course

Houston 
713-862-4033 

M: 72
L: 72

73.0 122 
70.7 114 

x-John Bredemus
y-Marr and Riviere

1936
1994

$48 1

3 Texarkana
Golf Ranch

Texarkana
903-334-7401

M: 72
L; 72

76.7 155
75.8 144

Jim Fazio Jr. 2002 $50 3

4 Squaw Valley
Apache Links 

Glen Rose 
1-800-831-8259

M: 72
L: 72

73.6 130 
70.0 117

x-Jeffrey D. Brauer
y-John Colligan 

1992 $54 11

5 Blaketree National Montgomery 
936-449-4907 

M: 71
L: 72

74.6 135 
73.4 125 

Thomas Blake 2000 $50 2

6 Sherrill Park No. 1
Golf Course

Richardson
972-234-1416

M: 72
L: 72

73.9 134
76.1 143

x- Leon Howard,
Buster Creagh. 
y-Weibring-Wolfard

1973 $44 4

7 Diamondback
Golf Club 

Abilene 
1-888-545-6262

M: 71
L: 71

73.7 134 
71.8 124 

Charles Coody 1998 $54 12

8 Tenison 
Highlands

Dallas 
214-670-1402

M: 72
L: 72

73.9 129
75.2 131

x-Ralph Plummer
y-Weibring-Wolfard 

1960 $54 6

9 Painted Dunes
Desert Golf Course 

El Paso
915-821-2122

M: 72*
L: 72

72.7 134
67.6 122

Ken Dye 1991 $47 15

10 Eagle Pointe 
Golf Club

Mont Belvieu
281-385-6666

M: 71
L: 71

73.2 129
74.5 133

Rick Forester 1999 $51 NR

11 Gleannloch Farms Spring 
281-225-1200

M: 72*
L: 72

74.7 131
76.5 137

Jay Riviere 1999 $53 5

12 Quicksand 
Golf Course 

San Angelo
325-482-8337

M: 72
L: 72

75.0 140 
73.1 126

Michael Hurdzan 1996 $43 13

13 Cedar Creek
Golf Course 

San Antonio 
210-695-5050

M: 72
L: 72

74.1 130
76.1 131

Joe Finger
Ken Dye

1989 $41 7

14 Robson Ranch
Wildhorse Golf Club

Denton 
940-246-1001 

M: 72
L: 72

73.7 131 
73.4 131 

Gary Stephenson 2001 $53 19

15 Forest Creek
Golf Club

Round Rock
512-388-2874

M: 72
L: 72

73.8 136
77.0 136

Dick Phelps 1990 $53 17

16 SugarTree
on the Brazos 

Dennis
817-596-0020

M: 71
L: 71

73.3 142
75.7 135

Phil Lumsden 1987 $52 21

17 Cypresswood
Cypress Course

Spring
281-821-6300

M: 72
L: 72

73.0 134
73.4 137

Rick Forester 1986 $53 9

18 Cypresswood
Creek Course 

Spring
281-821-6300 

M: 72
L: 72

73.1 127
75.1 128

Rick Forester 1987 $53 10

19 Grapevine 
Golf Course

Grapevine
817-410-3377

M: 72*
L: 72

73.6 134
75.3 134

x-Joe Finger, 
Byron Nelson.
y-Weibring-Wolfard

1979 $50 16

20 Southern Oaks
Golf Club

Burleson
817-426-2400

M: 71
L: 71

76.0 135
77.7 142

Mark Brooks 1999 $49 20

21 ShadowGlen
Golf Club

Manor 
512-278-1304

M: 72
L: 72

74.2 139
74.6 142

Bechtol Russell
Golf Design 

2001 $49 NR

22 Raven Nest
Golf Club

Huntsville
936-438-8588

M: 71 
L: 71

72.6 130
72.8 131

Tripp Davis 2003 $41 NR

23 Whitestone
Golf Club

Benbrook
817-249-9996

M: 72 
L: 72

74.4 135
76.2 140

Jeffrey D. Brauer,
Jay Morrish 

2000 $50 NR

24 Olympia Hills Universal City
210-945-4653

M: 72
L: 72

73.4 132
75.0 127

Finger, Dye, Spann
Design Group 

2000 $48 23

25 Bay Forest La Porte 
281-471-4653

M: 72
L: 72

73.0 135
73.4 133

Dale Lagarza 1988 $42 NR 

x-original design; y-redesign; NR-Not ranked; No longer ranked: 14. Ross Rogers Wildhorse Course; 18. Split Rail Links and Golf Club; 22.
Roy Kizer Golf Course; 24. Delaware Springs Golf Course; 25. Tierra Santa Golf Club. *Gleannloch Farms, Painted Dunes and Grapevine
GC have 27 holes. Gleannloch Farms par and ratings are for Loch-Paddock combination; Painted Dunes par and ratings are for the
East-West combination; Grapevine’s ratings are for the Mockingbird-Bluebonnet combination. 

TOP 25 MID-PRICED COURSES | $41-$54
Fee is the cost of a greens fee and cart to play the course on a Saturday in high season. Actual rates may vary.
To be included, a course must have been voted on by at least 10 panel members.

Rank Course
Location
Phone Par

USGA 
rating 
Slope Designer

Year 
open Fee

2008
rank

1 Comanche Trail,
Arrowhead Course

Amarillo
806-378-4281

M: 72
L: 72

71.9 121
74.5 130 

Charles Howard 1990 $39 1

2 Ross Rogers
Wildhorse

Amarillo
806-378-3086

M: 72
L: 72

72.7 125
68.8 106

Weibring-Wolfard 2004 $32 NR

3 Cedar Crest 
Golf Course 

Dallas
214-670-7615

M: 71
L: 71

71.7 133
74.7 120

x-A.W. Tillinghast
y-Weibring-Wolfard

1919
2003

$38 2

4 Brackenridge Park
Golf Course

San Antonio 
210-226-5612

M: 72 
L: 72

68.9 122
72.6 119

x-A.W. Tillinghast
John Colligan 

1916 $34 25

5 Texas National
Golf Club 

Willis
936-856-4233

M: 72
L: 72

73.3 133 
70.3 121 

Jack Miller 1978 $37 6

6 Webb Hill Wolfe City
903-496-2221

M: 72
L: 72

72.5 127
72.9 131

Leon Howard 1969 $35 NR

7
Sherrill Park No. 2 
Golf Course 

Richardson
972-234-1416 

M: 70
L: 70

71.2 132 
70.3 134 

x- Leon Howard, 
Buster Creagh.
y-Weibring-Wolfard

1976 $38 4

8 Texas A&M 
Golf Club

College Station
979-845-1723

M: 71
L: 71

70.5 114
69.5 116

Ralph Plummer 1950 $35 3

9 Prairie Lakes
Golf Course

Grand Prairie
972-263-0661

M: 72*
L: 72*

71.9 122
76.0 131

x-Bob Gary 
y-John Colligan 

1965
2005

$36 8

10 Jimmy Clay
Golf Course

Austin 
512-444-0999

M: 72
L: 72

73.8 124
73.8 124

Joe Finger 1974 $34 9

11 Kingwood Cove
Golf Club 

Kingwood 
281-358-1155

M: 71
L: 71

72.3 136
73.2 114

Unknown 1968 $31 11

12 Gaines County
Golf Club

Seminole
432-758-3808

M: 72 
L: 72

72.1 121
73.7 113

Jim Terry 1954 $29 7

13 Turtle Hill
Golf Course

Muenster
940-759-4896

M: 72
L: 72

71.2 127
73.9 127

Dick Murphy 1993 $30 18

14 Battleground
Golf Course 

Deer Park
281-478-4653

M: 72
L: 72

73.5 136
69.4 115

Tom Knickerbocker 1996 $37 10

15 Lions Municipal
Golf Course 

Austin
512-477-6963

M: 71
L: 71

69.2 114
72.4 122

Unknown 1928 $32 20

16 Pine Forest
Golf Club 

Bastrop
512-321-1181

M: 72 
L: 72

71.8 132
71.4 119

Billy Martindale,
Don January

1979 $39 21

17 Cottonwood Creek
Golf Course 

Waco
254-745-6009

M: 72
L: 72

74.2 125
76.8 132

Joe Finger 1985 $40 12

18 Comanche Trail,
Tomahawk Course

Amarillo
806-378-4281

M: 72
L: 72

72.9 117
68.7 108

CUPP Design 1999 $39 13

19 Ross Rogers 
Old Course

Amarillo
806-378-3086

M: 72
L: 72

72.2 118
69.5 111

Charles Howard 1976 $32 NR

20 Hogan Park
Roadrunner

Midland
432-685-7360

M: 72
L: 72

71.2 114
77.1 122

Jeffrey D. Brauer, 
Dennis Griffin 

1979
1999

$30 19

21 Squaw Creek
Golf Course 

Willow Park
817-441-8185

M: 71
L: 71

72.1 132
76.3 136

Ralph Plummer 1971 $38 15

22 Tenison Glen
Golf Course

Dallas 
214-670-1402

M: 72
L: 72

72.0 123
70.8 115

John Bredemus 1924 $33 14

23 Olmos Basin
Golf Course 

San Antonio
210-826-4041

M: 71
L: 71

71.8 131
72.7 124

George Hoffman 1963 $35 22

24 Hidden Creek
Golf Course

Burleson
817-447-4444

M: 71
L: 71

73.2 139
66.7 110

Steven D. Plumer 1997 $38 24

25 Meadowbrook
Golf Course 

Fort Worth
817-457-4616

M: 71
L: 71

70.8 125
75.7 130

x-John Bredemus
y-Ralph Plummer

1922 $34 NR

x-original design; y- redesign; NR-Not ranked; No longer ranked: 5. Twin Rivers Golf Club, Waco; 16. Morris Williams Golf Course, Austin;
17. Riverside Golf Club, Victoria; 23. Pecan Valley River Course, Fort Worth. * Prairie Lakes has 27 holes. Par and ratings are for the
Red-Blue combination. 

TOP 25 ECONOMY COURSES | $40 AND BELOW

EULESS — The future of
golf sits in a nondescript
building on the far end of the
driving range at Texas Star
Golf Course. There is little
fanfare about the place, sim-
ply a sign that reads Sinclair’s
Golf Training Center.

Inside, high-tech gadgetry
blinks as if awaiting liftoff. A
video shows a golf swing in
startling 3D detail, 300
frames per second. One ma-
chine uses high-speed elec-
tromagnetic sensors to track
the motion of each body seg-
ment and the club’s position. 

A printer spits out ultra-
sound measurements of a
putting stroke from 28 pa-
rameters. A balancing device
measures so precisely that it
knows how much weight is
being placed on the middle
front spike of your left shoe.
There are club-fitting carts
with interchangeable club
heads and shafts from the top
manufacturers.

From the Mind Meter,
which charts levels of arousal
and tension, to golf-specific
fitness programs, the Sinclair
Training Center contains vir-
tually every conceivable ele-
ment of golf instruction.

Jon Sinclair, who ran a golf
center in Cleburne for six
years, created this technologi-
cal buffet in the hope of offer-
ing something for everybody.
Looking at the array of servic-
es, it’s hard to argue.

“I don’t think there’s any
place in the country that has
more stuff,” Sinclair said. “My
idea is, if you come here, you
don’t have to go somewhere
else. We have instructors who
are proficient at every aspect
of the game.”

The Euless City Council
was impressed, unanimously
approving the facility’s inclu-

ness and club fitting, as well
as the golf swing. 

Although he has instru-
ments that take photographs
from every angle, Sinclair tells
students that they don’t need
a picture-perfect swing. Stu-
dents receive customized pro-
grams, by appointment only,
based on their need. 

“I see how all this helps my
students,” he said. “We have
something for everybody.”

ing one of only three master
GolfPsych instructors. The
program was developed by
psychologist Deborah Gra-
ham, based on research with
touring pros. 

Sinclair considers himself
a student of the game, con-
stantly searching for the latest
in technology. He is well-
versed in biomechanics, fit-

sion at Texas Star, one of the
area’s most popular public
courses. The training center
opened last spring.

Sinclair has been experi-
menting with game-improve-
ment methods since his days
on the minitours. He is com-
fortable on the cutting edge.
He has taught the mental
game for eight years, becom-

Down to a science

KYE R. LEE/Staff Photographer

Jon Sinclair (right) and fellow instructor Brooks West demonstrate the TPI 3D
Biomechanics system, one of the pieces of high-tech equipment at Jon Sinclair’s Golf
Training Center.

Sinclair Golf Training Center

Address: 1500 Texas Star Pkwy,
Euless
Phone: 817-571-7990
Web site: www.sinclairgolf.com
Services: Instruction (private, group);
club fitting, featuring the Trackman
system; GolfPsych individual and
group sessions; Titleist Performance
Institute-3D biomechanics; “Sam”
putting and balance labs; JC video
motion analysis system; TPI-certified
golf specific fitness.

WATCH
INSTRUCTOR Jon
Sinclair use
high-tech

equipment designed to help
golfers of all skill levels improve
their swings.

dallasnews.com/sports

FIND A LIST of driving ranges
and practice facilitles. 
dallasnews.com/sports/golf 

STAFF/RATES
Jon Sinclair, $150 hour;
six hours $600
Jason McCray, $150
hour; 10 hours $999.
Brooks West, $100
hour; six hours $400.

SCHOOLS/RATES
From $200 per person
to $7,000 per person,
depending on length
and services selected.

High-tech equipment
gives insight on game
and may improve it

By BILL NICHOLS
Staff Writer

brnichols@dallasnews.com

GAME IMPROVEMENT 

TEXAS GOLF ’09


