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Ref: BSEbaby 57;
Mr Weir (HS4)v/// From: Dr H Pickles (SEB/B)
Date: 25 January 1989

cc: Dr Rubery*
Mr Cunningham

*with copy of nminute
to Mr Weir 20 December

BSE AND BABY FOOD

I wrote to you in late December with my concern about hovine offal
in baby food. You also saw that I was asking for a copy of a
recent magazine article from the library. I have now received
this, and send you a copy for your information.

Sir Richard Southwood’s group meets again on the 3 February to
finalise their report. It will then be presented to MAFF/DH
Ministers in the expectation of being published, perhaps in mid to
late February. Many of the conclusions will be relevant to you
and I will keep you informed where I can.

About the only item it seems many remain to be decided next week

is what if anything we say about offal in baby food. I enclose
now if, confidence the draft as it stands at present concerning
this aspect. It might be that no action is recommended. on the

other hand, the working party, persuaded by the animal evidence
that immature animals are more susceptible to infection with the
agents of spongiform encephalopathy, may make some recommendations
either about labelling or about banning offal in baby food. Are
there any comments you might have which are relevant to the
working party decision?
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5.3.4
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pharmaceutical manufacture but in the case of BSE it has
to be accepted that infection could be present without
clinical disease. The production processes are being
examined to determine how these might be modified so as to
destroy or remove infectious agents; the scrapie agent
must now be included in such considerations.

A

LrDirect inoculation of bovine tissue could also occur
accidentally in certain occupations, such as slaughtermen,
veterinarians and laboratory workers. Guidance on safe
working practices are drawn up by the Health and Safety
Executive who have been alerted to the potential concern
about BSE and in particular to the possible infectivity of
placentae. No specific additional guidance on BSE is
thought appropriate at this time. However adherence to
recommended procedures in handling animals and animal

products is clearly very important.

In these as in other circumstances the risk of transmission
of BSE to humans appears remote. Nevertheless, because the
possibility that BSE could be transmitted orally cannot be
entirely ruled out, known affected cattle should not enter
the human food chain and action now undertaken ensures
this, There is no evidence that milk can transmit any of
the spongiform encephalopathies. Nevertheless, to be
consistent with the earlier recommendation that cattle

known to be infected with BSE should not be offered for
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human consumption, we have recommended that milk from cows
suspected as having BSE should be destroyed. Action has
also been taken here. Finally if the BSE agent were to be
present in an animal it is most likely to be in the spleen
and lymphatic tissues in the early stages of infection, and
as the disease progresses in the brain and nervous tissue
( Eklund et al’67, Dickinson & Outram 79,Kimberlin &
Walker ‘88). It has been suggested that (Holt and
Phillips ‘88), although clinically affected cattle are

being slaughtered and destroyed, consideration should be

given to products containing brain and spleen being so
labelled, to enable the consumer to make an informed
choice. The Working Party believes that risks as at
present perceived would not justify this measure. We have
been unable to obtain any detailed information on the

ingredients of meat based baby foods, but we consider that

manufacturers should avoid the use of offal.

5.3.6 ﬁeIt is a reasonable assumption that were BSE to be
transmitted to humans, the clinical disorder would closely
resemble CJD. Depending on the route of transmission, the
incubation period could be as little as a Year (as with
some iatrogenic CJID cases) or several decades (as estimated
for many natural CJD cases). Identification of any such
cases as unusual or atypical would not be easy. However
the Chief Medical Officer could consider whether specialist

branches of the medical profession such as neurologists,
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