
Utah Constitution 
 
Article VI 
Section 1 Power vested in Senate, House, and People 
(1) The Legislative power of the State shall be vested in: 
(a) a Senate and House of Representatives which shall be designated the 
Legislature of the State of Utah; and 
(b) the people of the State of Utah as provided in Subsection (2) 
(2)(a)(i) The legal voters of the State of Utah, in the numbers, under the 
conditions, in the manner, and within the time provided by statute, may: 
(A) initiate any desired legislation and cause it to be submitted to the 
people for adoption upon a majority vote of those voting on the 
legislation, as provided by statute; or 
(B) require any law passed by the Legislature, except those laws passed 
by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to each house of the 
Legislature, to be submitted to the voters of the State, as provided by 
statute, before the law may take effect.  
(ii) Notwithstanding Subsection (2)(a)(i)(A), legislation initiated to allow, 
limit, or prohibit the taking of wildlife or the season for or method of taking 
wildlife shall be adopted upon approval of two-thirds of those voting. 
(b) The legal voters of any county, city, or town, in the numbers, under the 
conditions, in the manner, and within the time provided by statute, may: 
(i) initiate any desired legislation and cause it to be submitted to the 
people of   the county, city, or town for adoption upon a majority vote of 
those voting on the legislation, as provided by statute; or 
(ii) require any law or ordinance passed by the law making body of the 
county, city, or town to be submitted to the voters thereof, as provided by 
statute, before the law or ordinance may take effect.  
 

Utah Statutes 
 
20A-7-103.   Constitutional amendments and other questions -- 
Procedures for submission to popular vote.  
(1) The procedures contained in this section govern when: 
(a) the Legislature submits a proposed constitutional amendment or other 
question to the voters; and 
(b) an act of the Legislature is referred to the voters by referendum 
petition. 
(2) The lieutenant governor shall, not later than 60 days before the regular 
general election, publish the full text of the amendment, question, or 
statute in at least one newspaper in every county of the state where a 
newspaper is published.  
(3) The legislative general counsel shall: 
(a) designate the amendment or question by number and order of    
presentation on the ballot; 



(b) draft and designate a ballot title that summarizes the subject matter 
of the amendment or question; and 
(c)  deliver them to the lieutenant governor. 
(4) The lieutenant governor shall certify the number and ballot title of 
each amendment or question to the county clerk of each county no later 
than the second Friday after the primary election. 
(5) The county clerk of each county shall: 
(a) ensure that both the number and title of the amendment, question, or 
referendum is printed on the sample ballots and official ballots; and 
(b) publish them as provided by law. 
20A-7-201.   Statewide initiatives -- Signature requirements -- Submission 
to the Legislature or to a vote of the people. 
(a)  A person seeking to have an initiative submitted to the Legislature for 
approval or rejection shall obtain: 
(i) legal signatures equal to 5% of the cumulative total of all votes cast for 
all candidates for governor at the last regular general election at which a 
governor was elected; and 
(ii)  from each of at least 20 counties, legal signatures equal to 5% of the 
total of all votes cast in that county for all candidates for governor at the 
last regular general election at which a governor was elected. 
(b)  If, at any time not less than ten days before the beginning of an 
annual general session of the Legislature, the lieutenant governor 
declares sufficient any initiative petition that is signed by enough voters to 
meet the requirements of this Subsection (1), the lieutenant governor shall 
deliver a copy of the petition and the cover sheet required by Subsection 
(1)(c) to the president of the Senate, the speaker of the House, and the 
director of the Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel. 
(c) In delivering a copy of the petition, the lieutenant governor shall 
include a cover sheet that contains: 
(d) the cumulative total of all votes cast for all candidates for governor at 
the last regular general election at which a governor was elected; 
(ii) the total of all votes cast in each county for all candidates for 
governor at the last regular general election at which a governor was 
elected; 
(iii) the total number of certified signatures received for the submitted 
initiative; and 
(iv) the total number of certified signatures received from each county for 
the submitted initiative. 
(2)(a) A person seeking to have an initiative submitted to a vote of the 
people for approval or rejection shall obtain: 
(i) legal signatures equal to 10% of the cumulative total of all votes cast 
for all candidates for governor at the last regular general election at 
which a governor was elected; and 
(ii) from each of at least 20 counties, legal signatures equal to 10% of the 
total of all votes cast in that county for all candidates for governor at the 
last regular general election at which a governor was elected. 



(b) If, at any time not less than four months before any regular general 
election, the lieutenant governor declares sufficient any initiative petition 
that is signed by enough legal voters to meet the requirements of this 
subsection, the lieutenant governor shall submit the proposed law to a 
vote of the people at the next regular general election. 
(3) The lieutenant governor shall provide the following information from 
the official canvass of the last regular general election at which a 
governor was elected to any interested person: 
(a) the cumulative total of all votes cast for all candidates for governor; 
and 
(b) for each county, the total of all votes cast in that county for all 
candidates for governor.  
20A-7-202.   Statewide initiative process -- Application procedures -- Time 
to gather signatures -- Grounds for rejection. 
(1)  Persons wishing to circulate an initiative petition shall file an 
application with the lieutenant governor. 
(2)  The application shall contain: 
(a) the name and residence address of at least five sponsors of the 
initiative petition; 
(b) a statement indicating that each of the sponsors: 
(i)  is a resident of Utah; and 
(ii)  has voted in a regular general election in Utah within the last three 
years; 
(c)  the signature of each of the sponsors, attested to by a notary public; 
and 
(d)  a copy of the proposed law. 
(3)  The application and its contents are public when filed with the 
lieutenant governor. 
(4)(a) The sponsors shall qualify the petition for the regular general 
election ballot no later than the second regular general election after the 
application is filed. 
(b) If the sponsors fail to qualify the petition for that ballot, the sponsors 
must: 
(i)  submit a new application; 
(ii)  obtain new signature sheets; and 
(iii)  collect signatures again. 
(5) The lieutenant governor shall reject the application and not issue 
circulation sheets if: 
(a) the law proposed by the initiative is patently unconstitutional;  
(b) the law proposed by the initiative is nonsensical; or 
(c) the proposed law could not become law if passed.  
20A-7-203.   Form of initiative petition and signature sheets. 
(1)(a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be printed in substantially the 
following form: 
 
"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable ____, Lieutenant Governor: 



We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the 
following proposed law be submitted to the legal voters/Legislature of 
Utah for their/its approval or rejection at the regular general 
election/session to be held/ beginning on _________(month\day\year); 
Each signer says: I have personally signed this petition; I am registered to 
vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and My residence 
and post office address are written correctly after my name." 
 
(b)  The sponsors of an initiative shall attach a copy of the proposed law to 
each initiative petition. 
(2)  Each signature sheet shall: 
(a)  be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide; 
(b)  be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space 
above that line blank for the purpose of binding; 
(c)  contain the title of the initiative printed below the horizontal line; 
(d)  contain the word "Warning" printed or typed at the top of each 
signature sheet under the title of the initiative; 
(e)  contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement 
printed or typed in not less than eight-point, single leaded type: 
"It is a class A misdemeanor for anyone to sign any initiative petition with 
any other name than his own, or knowingly to sign his name more than 
once for the same measure, or to sign an initiative petition when he knows 
he is not a registered voter and knows that he does not intend to become 
registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the 
county clerk."; 
(f)  contain horizontally ruled lines, 3/8 inch apart under the "Warning" 
statement required by this section; and 
(g)  be vertically divided into columns as follows: 
(i)  the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 
inch wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with 
a light vertical line down the middle with the left subdivision entitled 
"Registered" and the right subdivision left untitled; 
(ii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Registered 
Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)"; 
(iii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Signature of 
Registered Voter"; and 
(iv)  the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, 
City, Zip Code". 
(3)  The final page of each initiative packet shall contain the following 
printed or typed statement: 
 
"Verification 
State of Utah, County of ____ 
I, _______________, of ____, hereby state that: I am a resident of Utah and 
am at least 18 years old; All the names that appear in this packet were 



signed by persons who professed to be the persons whose names appear 
in it, and each of them signed his name on it in my presence; I believe 
that each has printed and signed his name and written his post office 
address and residence correctly, and that each signer is registered to 
vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk. 
__________________________________ 
(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)" 
 
(4) The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if 
substantially followed, the initiative petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding 
clerical and merely technical errors.  
20A-7-204.   Circulation requirements -- Lieutenant governor to provide 
sponsors with materials.  
(1) In order to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this 
part, the sponsors shall circulate initiative packets that meet the form 
requirements of this part. 
(2) The lieutenant governor shall furnish to the sponsors: 
(a)  a copy of the initiative petition; and 
(b) one signature sheet. 
(3)  The sponsors of the petition shall: 
(a)  arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition 
and signature sheets; and 
(b)  ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the 
form requirements of this section. 
(4)(a) The sponsors may prepare the initiative for circulation by creating 
multiple initiative packets. 
(b) The sponsors shall create those packets by binding a copy of the 
initiative petition, a copy of the proposed law, and no more than 50 
signature sheets together at the top in such a way that the packets may 
be conveniently opened for signing. 
(c) The sponsors need not attach a uniform number of signature sheets to 
each initiative packet. 
(5)(a) After the sponsors have prepared sufficient initiative packets, they 
shall return them to the lieutenant governor. 
(b)  The lieutenant governor shall: 
(i)  number each of the initiative packets and return them to the sponsors 
within five working days; and 
(ii)  keep a record of the numbers assigned to each packet.  
20A-7-205.   Obtaining signatures -- Verification -- Removal of signature. 
(1) Any Utah voter may sign an initiative petition if the voter is a legal 
voter. 
(2) The sponsors shall ensure that the person in whose presence each 
signature sheet was signed: 
(a) is at least 18 years old and meets the residency requirements of 
Section 20A-2-105; and 



(b)  verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification printed on 
the last page of each initiative packet. 
(3)(a)(i) Any voter who has signed an initiative petition may have his 
signature removed from the petition by submitting a notarized statement 
to that effect to the county clerk. 
(ii) In order for the signature to be removed, the statement must be 
received by the county clerk before he delivers the petition to the 
lieutenant governor. 
(b) Upon receipt of the statement, the county clerk shall remove the 
signature of the person submitting the statement from the initiative 
petition. 
(c) No one may remove signatures from an initiative petition after the 
petition is submitted to the lieutenant governor.  
20A-7-205.5.   Monthly reports. 
(1)  When petitions are being circulated by paid circulators, the sponsors 
of the initiative shall file a report with the lieutenant governor on the last 
Tuesday in April and on the Tuesday before the regular general election. 
(2)  The report shall contain: 
(a)  the names of the sponsors; and 
(b) the name of the proposed measure for which petitions are being 
circulated by paid circulators.  
20A-7-206.   Submitting the initiative petition -- Certification of signatures 
by the county clerks -- Transfer to lieutenant governor. 
(1) In order to qualify an initiative petition for placement on the regular 
general election ballot, the sponsors shall deliver each signed and verified 
initiative packet to the county clerk of the county in which the packet 
was circulated by the June 1 before the regular general election. 
(2) No later than June 15 before the regular general election, the county 
clerk shall: 
(a)  check the names of all persons completing the verification for the 
initiative packet to determine whether or not those persons are residents 
of Utah and are at least 18 years old; and 
(b)  submit the name of each of those persons who is not a Utah resident 
or who is not at least 18 years old to the attorney general and county 
attorney. 
(3) No later than July 1 before the regular general election, the county 
clerk shall: 
(a) check all the names of the signers against the official registers to 
determine whether or not the signer is a registered voter; 
(b) certify on the petition whether or not each name is that of a registered 
voter; and 
(c) deliver all of the packets to the lieutenant governor. 
(4)  In order to qualify an initiative petition for submission to the Legislature, 
the sponsors shall deliver each signed and verified initiative packet to the 
county clerk of the county in which the packet was circulated by the 
November 15 before the annual general session of the Legislature. 



(5)  No later than December 1 before the annual general session of the 
Legislature, the county clerk shall: 
(a) check the names of all persons completing the verification for the 
initiative packet to determine whether or not those persons are Utah 
residents and are at least 18 years old; and 
(b) submit the name of each of those persons who is not a Utah resident 
or who is not at least 18 years old to the attorney general and county 
attorney. 
(6) No later than December 15 before the annual general session of the 
Legislature, the county clerk shall: 
(a) check all the names of the signers against the official registers to 
determine whether or not the signer is a registered voter; 
(b) certify on the petition whether or not each name is that of a registered 
voter; and 
(c) deliver all of the packets to the lieutenant governor. 
(7) Initiative packets are public once they are delivered to the county 
clerks. 
(8) The sponsor or their representatives may not retrieve initiative packets 
from the county clerks once they have submitted them.  
20A-7-206.5.   Financial disclosure -- Paid circulators. 
(1) When the proponents of a proposed initiative have paid persons to 
circulate the petition, the proponents shall, at the time the last initiative 
packet is filed with the county clerk, file a form with the lieutenant 
governor detailing the amount of money paid per signature. 
(2)  The lieutenant governor shall develop a form to disclose the 
information required by this section.  
20A-7-207.   Evaluation by the lieutenant governor.  
(1) When each initiative packet is received from a county clerk, the 
lieutenant governor shall check off from his record the number of each 
initiative packet filed. 
(2)(a) After all of the initiative packets have been received by the 
lieutenant governor, the lieutenant governor shall: 
(i) count the number of the names certified by the county clerks that 
appear on each verified signature sheet; and 
(ii) declare the petition to be sufficient or insufficient by July 6 before the 
regular general election. 
(b)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet equals or exceeds the number of names required by Section 20A-7-
201, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the petition the 
word "sufficient." 
(c)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet does not equal or exceed the number of names required by Section 
20A-7-201, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the 
petition the word "insufficient." 
(d)  The lieutenant governor shall immediately notify any one of the 
sponsors of his finding. 



(3)(a) Once a petition is declared insufficient, the sponsors may not submit 
additional signatures to qualify the petition for the pending regular 
general election. 
(b)  The petition sponsors may submit additional signatures to qualify the 
petition for the regular general election following the pending regular 
general election if: 
(i)  the petition is declared insufficient; and 
(ii)  the pending general election is the first regular general election after 
the application was filed. 
(4)(a) If the lieutenant governor refuses to accept and file any initiative 
petition that a sponsor believes is legally sufficient, any voter may, by July 
20, apply to the supreme court for an extraordinary writ to compel the 
lieutenant governor to do so. 
(b)  The supreme court shall: 
(i)  determine whether or not the initiative petition is legally sufficient; and 
(ii)  certify its findings to the lieutenant governor by July 30. 
(c)  If the supreme court certifies that the initiative petition is legally 
sufficient, the lieutenant governor shall file it, with a verified copy of the 
judgment attached to it, as of the date on which it was originally offered 
for filing in his office. 
(d) If the supreme court determines that any petition filed is not legally 
sufficient, the supreme court may enjoin the lieutenant governor and all 
other officers from certifying or printing the ballot title and numbers of that 
measure on the official ballot for the next election.  
20A-7-208.   Disposition of initiative petitions by the Legislature. 
(1)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (1)(b), when the lieutenant 
governor delivers an initiative petition to the Legislature, the law proposed 
by that initiative petition shall be either enacted or rejected without 
change or amendment by the Legislature. 
(b)  The speaker of the House and the president of the Senate may direct 
legislative staff to: 
(i)  make technical corrections authorized by Section 36-12-12; and 
(ii)  prepare a legislative review note and a legislative fiscal note on the 
law proposed by the initiative petition. 
(c)  If any law proposed by an initiative petition is enacted by the 
Legislature, it is subject to referendum the same as other laws. 
(2)  If any law proposed by a petition is not enacted by the Legislature, 
that proposed law shall be submitted to a vote of the people at the next 
regular general election if: 
(a)  sufficient additional signatures to the petition are first obtained to 
bring the total number of signatures up to the number required by 
Subsection 20A-7-201(2); and 
(b)  those additional signatures are verified, certified by the county clerks, 
and declared sufficient by the lieutenant governor as provided in this 
part.  



20A-7-209.   Ballot title -- Duties of lieutenant governor and Office of 
Legislative Research and General Counsel.  
(1) By July 6 before the regular general election, the lieutenant governor 
shall deliver a copy of all of the proposed laws that have qualified for the 
ballot to the Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel. 
(2)(a) The Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel shall: 
(i) prepare a ballot title for each initiative; and 
(ii) return each petition and ballot title to the lieutenant governor by July 
20. 
(b) The ballot title may be distinct from the title of the proposed law 
attached to the initiative petition, and shall express, in not more than 100 
words, the purpose of the measure. 
(c) The ballot title and the number of the measure as determined by the 
Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel shall be printed on 
the official ballot. 
(d)  In preparing ballot titles, the Office of Legislative Research and 
General Counsel shall, to the best of its ability, give a true and impartial 
statement of the purpose of the measure. 
(e)  The ballot title may not intentionally be an argument, or likely to 
create prejudice, for or against the measure. 
(3)  By July 21, the lieutenant governor shall mail a copy of the ballot title 
to any sponsor of the petition. 
(4)(a) If the ballot title furnished by the Office of Legislative Research and 
General Counsel is unsatisfactory or does not comply with the 
requirements of this section, at least three of the sponsors of the petition 
may, by July 30, appeal the wording of the ballot title prepared by the 
Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel to the Supreme 
Court. 
(b)  The Supreme Court shall: 
(i)  examine the ballot title; 
(ii)  hear arguments; and 
(iii)  by August 10, certify to the lieutenant governor a ballot title for the 
measure that fulfills the intent of this section. 
(c)  By September 1, the lieutenant governor shall certify the title verified 
to him by the supreme court to the county clerks to be printed on the 
official ballot.  
20A-7-210.   Form of ballot -- Manner of voting.  
(1) The county clerks shall ensure that the number and ballot title verified 
to them by the lieutenant governor are printed upon the official ballot 
with, immediately to the right of them, the words "For" and "Against," each 
word followed by a square in which the elector may indicate his vote. 
(2) Electors desiring to vote in favor of enacting the law proposed by the 
initiative petition shall mark the square following the word "For," and those 
desiring to vote against enacting the law proposed by the initiative 
petition shall mark the square following the word "Against." 



20A-7-211.   Return and canvass -- Conflicting measures -- Law effective 
on proclamation.  
(1) The votes on the law proposed by the initiative petition shall be 
counted, canvassed, and delivered as provided in Title 20A, Chapter 4, 
Part 3, Canvassing Returns. 
(2) After the state board of canvassers completes its canvass, the 
lieutenant governor shall certify to the governor the vote for and against 
the law proposed by the initiative petition. 
(3)(a) The governor shall immediately issue a proclamation that: 
(i)  gives the total number of votes cast in the state for and against each 
law proposed by an initiative petition; and 
(ii)  declares those laws proposed by an initiative petition that were 
approved by majority vote to be in full force and effect as the law of the 
state of Utah. 
(b)  When the governor believes that two proposed laws, or that parts of 
two proposed laws approved by the people at the same election are 
entirely in conflict, he shall proclaim that measure to be law that has 
received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of the 
difference in the majorities which those measures have received. 
(c)(i) Within ten days after the governor's proclamation, any qualified 
voter who signed the initiative petition proposing the law that is declared 
by the governor to be superseded by another measure approved at the 
same election may apply to the Supreme Court to review the governor's 
decision. 
(ii)  The court shall: 
(A)  immediately consider the matter and decide whether or not the 
proposed laws are in conflict; and 
(B)  within ten days after the matter is submitted to it for decision, certify its 
decision to the governor. 
(4)  Within 30 days after his previous proclamation, the governor shall: 
(a)  proclaim all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
Supreme Court has determined are not in conflict; and 
(b)  of all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
Supreme Court has determined to be in conflict, proclaim as law the one 
that received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of 
difference in majorities. 
20A-7-212.   Effective date.  
(1) A proposed law submitted to the Legislature by initiative petition and 
enacted by them takes effect 60 days after the final adjournment of the 
session of the Legislature that passed it, unless a different effective date is 
included in the proposed law and the proposed law passes the 
Legislature by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to each house of 
the Legislature. 
(2)(a) Any proposed law submitted to the people by initiative petition that 
is approved by the voters at any election does not take effect until at 



least five days after the date of the official proclamation of the vote by 
the governor. 
(b)  Any act or law submitted to the people by initiative that is approved 
by the voters at any election takes effect on the date specified in the 
initiative petition. 
(c)  If the initiative petition does not specify an effective date, a law 
approved by the voters at any election takes effect five days after the 
date of the official proclamation of the vote by the governor. 
(3)(a) The governor may not veto a law adopted by the people. 
(b)  The Legislature may amend any laws approved by the people at any 
legislative session after the law has taken effect. 
20A-7-213.   Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty. 
(1)  It is unlawful for any person to: 
(a)  sign any name other than his own to any initiative petition; 
(b)  knowingly sign his name more than once for the same measure at one 
election; 
(c)  sign an initiative knowing he is not a legal voter; or 
(d)  knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part. 
(2)  It is unlawful for any person to sign the verification for an initiative 
packet knowing that: 
(a)  he does not meet the residency requirements of Section 20A-2-105; 
(b)  he has not witnessed the signatures of those persons whose names 
appear in the initiative packet; or 
(c)  one or more persons whose signatures appear in the initiative packet 
is either: 
(i)  not registered to vote in Utah; or 
(ii)  does not intend to become registered to vote in Utah. 
(3)  Any person violating this section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
(4)  The attorney general or the county attorney shall prosecute any 
violation of this section.  
20A-7-301.   Referendum -- Signature requirements -- Submission to voters.  
(1)(a) A person seeking to have a law passed by the Legislature submitted 
to a vote of the people shall obtain: 
(i)  legal signatures equal to 10% of the cumulative total of all votes cast 
for all candidates for governor at the last regular general election at 
which a governor was elected; and 
(ii)  from each of at least 15 counties, legal signatures equal to 10% of the 
total of all votes cast in that county for all candidates for governor at the 
last regular general election at which a governor was elected. 
(b)  When the lieutenant governor declares a referendum petition 
sufficient under this part, the governor shall issue an executive order that: 
(i)  directs that the referendum be submitted to the voters at the next 
regular general election; or 
(ii)  calls a special election according to the requirements of Section 20A-
1-203 and directs that the referendum be submitted to the voters at that 
special election. 



(2)  When a referendum petition has been declared sufficient, the law 
that is the subject of the petition does not take effect unless and until it is 
approved by a vote of the people at a regular general election or a 
statewide special election. 
(3)  The lieutenant governor shall provide to any interested person from 
the official canvass of the last regular general election at which a 
governor was elected: 
(a)  the cumulative total of all votes cast for all candidates for governor; 
and 
(b)  for each county, the total of all votes cast in that county for all 
candidates for governor.  
20A-7-302.   Referendum process -- Application procedures. 
(1) Persons wishing to circulate a referendum petition shall file an 
application with the lieutenant governor within five calendar days after 
the end of the legislative session at which the law passed. 
(2)  The application shall contain: 
(a)  the name and residence address of at least five sponsors of the 
referendum petition; 
(b)  a certification indicating that each of the sponsors: 
(i)  is a voter; and 
(ii)  has voted in a regular general election in Utah within the last three 
years; 
(c)  the signature of each of the sponsors, attested to by a notary public; 
and 
(d)  a copy of the law.  
20A-7-303.   Form of referendum petition and signature sheets. 
(1)(a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be printed in substantially 
the following form: 
 
"REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable ____, Lieutenant Governor: 
We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that Senate (or 
House) Bill No. ____, entitled (title of act, and, if the petition is against less 
than the whole act, set forth here the part or parts on which the 
referendum is sought), passed by the ____ Session of the Legislature of the 
state of Utah, be referred to the people of Utah for their approval or 
rejection at a regular general election or a statewide special election; 
Each signer says: I have personally signed this petition; I am registered to 
vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and My residence 
and post office address are written correctly after my name." 
 
(b)  The sponsors of a referendum shall attach a copy of the law that is the 
subject of the referendum to each referendum petition. 
(2)  Each signature sheet shall: 
(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide; 



(b) be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space 
above that line blank for the purpose of binding; 
(c)  contain the title of the referendum printed below the horizontal line; 
(d)  contain the word "Warning" printed or typed at the top of each 
signature sheet under the title of the referendum; 
(e) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement 
printed or typed in not less than eight-point, single leaded type: 
"It is a class A misdemeanor for anyone to sign any referendum petition 
with any other name than his own, or knowingly to sign his name more 
than once for the same measure, or to sign a referendum petition when 
he knows he is not a registered voter and knows that he does not intend 
to become registered to vote before the certification of the petition 
names by the county clerk."; 
(f) contain horizontally ruled lines, 3/8 inch apart under the "Warning" 
statement required by this section; and 
(g) be vertically divided into columns as follows: 
(i) the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 
inch wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with 
a light vertical line down the middle; 
(ii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Registered 
Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)"; 
(iii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Signature of 
Registered Voter"; and 
(iv)  the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, 
City, Zip Code". 
(3)  The final page of each referendum packet shall contain the following 
printed or typed statement: 
 
"Verification 
State of Utah, County of ____ 
I, _______________, of ____, hereby state that: I am a Utah resident and am 
at least 18 years old; All the names that appear in this packet were signed 
by persons who professed to be the persons whose names appear in it, 
and each of them signed his name on it in my presence; I believe that 
each has printed and signed his name and written his post office address 
and residence correctly, and that each signer is registered to vote in Utah 
or intends to become registered to vote before the certification of the 
petition names by the county clerk. 
___________________________________ 
(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)" 
 
(4) The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if 
substantially followed, the referendum petitions are sufficient, 
notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.  
20A-7-304.   Circulation requirements -- Lieutenant governor to provide 
sponsors with materials.  



(1) In order to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this 
part, the sponsors shall circulate referendum packets that meet the form 
requirements of this part. 
(2) The lieutenant governor shall furnish to the sponsors: 
(a) a copy of the referendum petition; and 
(b) a signature sheet. 
(3) The sponsors of the petition shall: 
(a) arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition 
and signature sheets; and 
(b) ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the 
form requirements of this section. 
(4)(a) The sponsors may prepare the referendum for circulation by 
creating multiple referendum packets. 
(b) The sponsors shall create those packets by binding a copy of the 
referendum petition, a copy of the law that is the subject of the 
referendum, and no more than 50 signature sheets together at the top in 
such a way that the packets may be conveniently opened for signing. 
(c) The sponsors need not attach a uniform number of signature sheets to 
each referendum packet. 
(5)(a) After the sponsors have prepared sufficient referendum packets, 
they shall return them to the lieutenant governor. 
(b) The lieutenant governor shall: 
(i) number each of the referendum packets and return them to the 
sponsors within five working days; and 
(ii) keep a record of the numbers assigned to each packet. 
20A-7-305.   Obtaining signatures -- Verification -- Removal of signature. 
(1) Any Utah voter may sign a referendum petition if the voter is a legal 
voter. 
(2) The sponsors shall ensure that the person in whose presence each 
signature sheet was signed: 
(a) is at least 18 years old and meets the residency requirements of 
Section 20A-2-105; and 
(b) verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification printed on 
the last page of each signature sheet.  
(3)(a)(i) Any voter who has signed a referendum petition may have his 
signature removed from the petition by submitting a notarized statement 
to that effect to the county clerk. 
(ii) In order for the signature to be removed, the statement must be 
received by the county clerk before he delivers the petition to the 
lieutenant governor. 
(b)  Upon receipt of the statement, the county clerk shall remove the 
signature of the person submitting the statement from the referendum 
petition. 
(c)  No one may remove signatures from a referendum petition after the 
petition is submitted to the lieutenant governor.  



20A-7-306.   Submitting the referendum petition -- Certification of 
signatures by the county clerks -- Transfer to lieutenant governor. 
(1)  No later than 40 days after the end of the legislative session at which 
the law passed, the sponsors shall deliver each signed and verified 
referendum packet to the county clerk of the county in which the packet 
was circulated. 
(2)  No later than 55 days after the end of the legislative session at which 
the law passed, the county clerk shall: 
(a)  check the names of all persons completing the verification on the 
back of each signature sheet to determine whether or not those persons 
are Utah residents and are at least 18 years old; and 
(b)  submit the name of each of those persons who is not a Utah resident 
or who is not at least 18 years old to the attorney general and county 
attorney. 
(3)  No later than 55 days after the end of the legislative session at which 
the law passed, the county clerk shall: 
(a)  check all the names of the signers against the official registers to 
determine whether or not the signer is a voter; 
(b)  certify on the referendum petition whether or not each name is that of 
a voter; and 
(c)  deliver all of the referendum packets to the lieutenant governor.  
20A-7-307.   Evaluation by the lieutenant governor.  
(1)  When each referendum packet is received from a county clerk, the 
lieutenant governor shall check off from his record the number of each 
referendum packet filed. 
(2)(a) After all of the referendum packets have been received by the 
lieutenant governor, the lieutenant governor shall: 
(i)  count the number of the names certified by the county clerks that 
appear on each verified signature sheet; and 
(ii)  declare the petition to be sufficient or insufficient no later than 60 days 
after the end of the legislative session at which the law passed. 
(b)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet equals or exceeds the number of names required by Section 20A-7-
301, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the petition the 
word "sufficient." 
(c)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet does not equal or exceed the number of names required by Section 
20A-7-301, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the 
petition the word "insufficient." 
(d)  The lieutenant governor shall immediately notify any one of the 
sponsors of his finding. 
(3)(a) If the lieutenant governor refuses to accept and file any 
referendum petition, any voter may apply to the supreme court for an 
extraordinary writ to compel him to do so within ten days after the refusal. 
(b)  If the supreme court determines that the referendum petition is legally 
sufficient, the lieutenant governor shall file it, with a verified copy of the 



judgment attached to it, as of the date on which it was originally offered 
for filing in his office. 
(c)  If the supreme court determines that any petition filed is not legally 
sufficient, the supreme court may enjoin the lieutenant governor and all 
other officers from certifying or printing the ballot title and numbers of that 
measure on the official ballot for the next election.  
20A-7-308.   Ballot title -- Duties of lieutenant governor and Office of 
Legislative Research and General Counsel.  
(1) Whenever a referendum petition is declared sufficient for submission to 
a vote of the people, the lieutenant governor shall deliver a copy of the 
petition and the proposed law to the Office of Legislative Research and 
General Counsel. 
(2)(a) The Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel shall: 
(i)  prepare a ballot title for the referendum; and 
(ii)  return the petition and the ballot title to the lieutenant governor within 
15 days after its receipt. 
(b)  The ballot title may be distinct from the title of the law that is the 
subject of the petition, and shall express, in not more than 100 words, the 
purpose of the measure. 
(c)  The ballot title and the number of the measure as determined by the 
Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel shall be printed on 
the official ballot. 
(d)  In preparing ballot titles, the Office of Legislative Research and 
General Counsel shall, to the best of its ability, give a true and impartial 
statement of the purpose of the measure. 
(e)  The ballot title may not intentionally be an argument, or likely to 
create prejudice, for or against the measure. 
(3)  Immediately after the Office of Legislative Research and General 
Counsel files a copy of the ballot title with the lieutenant governor, the 
lieutenant governor shall mail a copy of the ballot title to any of the 
sponsors of the petition. 
(4)(a) If the ballot title furnished by the Office of Legislative Research and 
General Counsel is unsatisfactory or does not comply with the 
requirements of this section, at least three of the sponsors of the petition 
may, within 15 days of the date the lieutenant governor mails the ballot 
title, appeal the wording of the ballot title prepared by the Office of 
Legislative Research and General Counsel to the supreme court. 
(b)  The supreme court shall: 
(i)  examine the ballot title; 
(ii)  hear arguments; and 
(iii)  within five days of its decision, certify to the lieutenant governor a 
ballot title for the measure that fulfills the intent of this section. 
(c)  The lieutenant governor shall certify the title verified to him by the 
supreme court to the county clerks to be printed on the official ballot.  
20A-7-309.   Form of ballot -- Manner of voting.  



(1)  The county clerks shall ensure that the number and ballot title verified 
to them by the lieutenant governor are printed upon the official ballot 
with, immediately to the right of them, the words "For" and "Against," each 
word followed by a square in which the elector may indicate his vote. 
(2)  Voters desiring to vote in favor of enacting the law proposed by the 
referendum petition shall mark the square following the word "For," and 
those desiring to vote against enacting the law proposed by the 
referendum petition shall mark the square following the word "Against." 
20A-7-310.   Return and canvass -- Conflicting measures -- Law effective 
on proclamation.  
(1)  The votes on the law proposed by the referendum petition shall be 
counted, canvassed, and delivered as provided in Title 20A, Chapter 4, 
Part 3, Canvassing Returns. 
(2)  After the state board of canvassers completes its canvass, the 
lieutenant governor shall certify to the governor the vote for and against 
the law proposed by the referendum petition. 
(3)(a) The governor shall immediately issue a proclamation that: 
(i)  gives the total number of votes cast in the state for and against each 
law proposed by a referendum petition; and 
(ii)  declares those laws proposed by a referendum petition that were 
approved by majority vote to be in full force and effect as the law of 
Utah. 
(b)  When the governor believes that two proposed laws, or that parts of 
two proposed laws approved by the people at the same election are 
entirely in conflict, he shall proclaim that measure to be law that has 
received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of the 
difference in the majorities which those measures have received. 
(4)(a) Within ten days after the governor's proclamation, any qualified 
voter who signed the referendum petition proposing the law that is 
declared by the governor to be superseded by another measure 
approved at the same election may apply to the Supreme Court to 
review the governor's decision. 
(b)  The Supreme Court shall: 
(i)  immediately consider the matter and decide whether or not the 
proposed laws are in conflict; and 
(ii)  within ten days after the matter is submitted to it for decision, certify its 
decision to the governor. 
(5)  Within 30 days after his previous proclamation, the governor shall: 
(a)  proclaim all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
Supreme Court has determined are not in conflict; and 
(b)  of all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
Supreme Court has determined to be in conflict, proclaim as law the one 
that received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of 
difference in majorities. 
20A-7-311.   Effective date.  



(1)(a) Any proposed law submitted to the people by referendum petition 
that is approved by the voters at any election does not take effect until at 
least five days after the date of the official proclamation of the vote by 
the governor. 
(b)  Any act or law submitted to the people by referendum that is 
approved by the voters at any election takes effect on the date specified 
in the referendum petition. 
(c)  If the referendum petition does not specify an effective date, a law 
approved by the voters at any election takes effect five days after the 
date of the official proclamation of the vote by the governor. 
(2)(a) The governor may not veto a law adopted by the people. 
(b)  The Legislature may amend any laws approved by the people at any 
legislative session after the law has taken effect. 
20A-7-312.   Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty. 
(1) It is unlawful for any person to: 
(a)  sign any name other than his own to any referendum petition; 
(b)  knowingly sign his name more than once for the same measure at one 
election; 
(c)  sign a referendum knowing he is not a legal voter; or 
(d)  knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part. 
(2)  It is unlawful for any person to sign the verification for a referendum 
packet knowing that: 
(a)  he does not meet the residency requirements of Section 20A-2-105; 
(b)  he has not witnessed the signatures of those persons whose names 
appear in the referendum packet; or 
(c)  one or more persons whose signatures appear in the referendum 
packet is either: 
(i)  not registered to vote in Utah; or 
(ii)  does not intend to become registered to vote in Utah. 
(3)  Any person violating this section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 
(4)  The attorney general or the county clerk shall prosecute any violation 
of this section.  
20A-7-401.   Limitation -- Budgets.  
(1)  The legal voters of any county, city, or town may not initiate budgets 
or changes in budgets. 
(2)  The legal voters of any county, city, or town may not require any 
budget adopted by the local legislative body to be submitted to the 
voters. 
20A-7-402.   Local voter information pamphlet -- Contents -- Limitations -- 
Preparation -- Statement on front cover.  
(1)  The county or municipality that is the subject of an initiative or 
referenda shall prepare a local voter information pamphlet that meets 
the requirements of this part. 
(2)(a) The arguments for and against initiatives and referenda shall 
conform to the requirements of this section. 



(b)  Persons wishing to prepare arguments for and against initiatives and 
referenda shall file a request with the local legislative body at least 45 
days before the election at which the proposed measure is to be voted 
upon. 
(c)  If more than one person or group requests the opportunity to prepare 
arguments for or against any measure, the governing body shall make the 
final designation according to the following criteria: 
(i)  sponsors have priority in making the argument for a measure; and 
(ii)  members of the local legislative body have priority over others. 
(d)  The arguments in favor of the measure shall be prepared by the 
sponsors, whether of the local legislative body or of a voter or voter group, 
but not more than five names shall appear as sponsors. 
(e)  The arguments against the measure shall be prepared by opponents 
from among the local legislative body, if any, or from among voters 
requesting permission of the local legislative body to prepare these 
arguments. 
(f)  The arguments may not exceed 500 words in length. 
(g)  The arguments supporting and opposing any county or municipal 
measure shall be filed with the local clerk not less than 30 days before the 
election at which they are to be voted upon. 
(3)(a) In preparing the local voter information pamphlet, the local 
legislative body shall: 
(i)  ensure that the arguments are printed on the same sheet of paper 
upon which the proposed measure is also printed; 
(ii)  ensure that the following statement is printed on the front cover or the 
heading of the first page of the printed arguments: "The arguments for or 
against the proposed measure(s) are the opinions of the authors."; 
(iii)  pay for the printing and binding of the local voter information 
pamphlet; and 
(iv)  ensure that the local clerk distributes the pamphlets either by mail or 
carrier not less than eight days before the election at which the measures 
are to be voted upon. 
(b)(i) If the proposed measure exceeds 500 words in length, the local 
legislative body may direct the local clerk to summarize the measure in 
500 words or less. 
(ii)  The summary shall state where a complete copy of the measure is 
available for public review. 
20A-7-501.   Initiatives.  
(1)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (b), a person seeking to have an 
initiative submitted to a local legislative body or to a vote of the people 
for approval or rejection shall obtain legal signatures equal to: 
(i)  10% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes exceeds 25,000; 
(ii)  12-1/2% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all 
candidates for governor at the last election at which a governor was 



elected if the total number of votes does not exceed 25,000 but is more 
than 10,000; 
(iii)  15% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 10,000 but is more than 2,500; 
(iv)  20% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 2,500 but is more than 500; 
(v)  25% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 500 but is more than 250; and 
(vi)  30% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 250. 
(b)  In addition to the signature requirements of Subsection (a), a person 
seeking to have an initiative submitted to a local legislative body or to a 
vote of the people for approval or rejection in a county, city, or town 
where the local legislative body is elected from council districts shall 
obtain, from each of a majority of council districts, legal signatures equal 
to the percentages established in Subsection (a). 
(2)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet equals or exceeds the number of names required by this section, 
the clerk or recorder shall deliver the proposed law to the local legislative 
body at its next meeting. 
(3)(a) The local legislative body shall either adopt or reject the proposed 
law without change or amendment within 30 days of receipt of the 
proposed law. 
(b)  The local legislative body may: 
(i)  adopt the proposed law and refer it to the people; 
(ii)  adopt the proposed law without referring it to the people; or 
(iii)  reject the proposed law. 
(c)  If the local legislative body adopts the proposed law but does not 
refer it to the people, it is subject to referendum as with other local laws. 
(d)(i) If a county legislative body rejects a proposed county ordinance or 
amendment, or takes no action on it, the county clerk shall submit it to the 
voters of the county at the next regular general election. 
(ii)  If a local legislative body rejects a proposed municipal ordinance or 
amendment, or takes no action on it, the municipal recorder or clerk shall 
submit it to the voters of the municipality at the next municipal general 
election. 
(e)(i) If the local legislative body rejects the proposed ordinance or 
amendment, or takes no action on it, the local legislative body may 
adopt a competing local law. 
(ii)  The local legislative body shall prepare and adopt the competing 
local law within the 30 days allowed for its action on the measure 
proposed by initiative petition. 



(iii)  If the local legislative body adopts a competing local law, the clerk or 
recorder shall submit it to the voters of the county or municipality at the 
same election at which the initiative proposal is submitted. 
(f) If conflicting local laws are submitted to the people at the same 
election and two or more of the conflicting measures are approved by 
the people, then the measure that receives the greatest number of 
affirmative votes shall control all conflicts.  
20A-7-502.   Local initiative process -- Application procedures. 
(1)  Persons wishing to circulate an initiative petition shall file an 
application with the local clerk. 
(2)  The application shall contain: 
(a)  the name and residence address of at least five sponsors of the 
initiative petition; 
(b)  a statement indicating that each of the sponsors: 
(i)  is a registered voter; and 
(ii)(A) if the initiative seeks to enact a county ordinance, has voted in a 
regular general election in Utah within the last three years; or 
(B)  if the initiative seeks to enact a municipal ordinance, has voted in a 
regular municipal election in Utah: 
(I)  except as provided in Subsection (2)(b)(ii)(B)(II), within the last three 
years; or 
(II)  within the last five years, if the sponsor's failure to vote within the last 
three years is due to the sponsor's residing in a municipal district that 
participates in a municipal election every four years; 
(c)  the signature of each of the sponsors, attested to by a notary public; 
and 
(d)  a copy of the proposed law.  
20A-7-503.   Form of initiative petitions and signature sheets. 
(1)(a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be printed in substantially the 
following form: 
 
"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable ____, County Clerk/City 
Recorder/Town Clerk: 
We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the 
following proposed law be submitted to: the legislative body for its 
approval or rejection at its next meeting; and the legal voters of the 
county/city/town, if the legislative body rejects the proposed law or takes 
no action on it. 
Each signer says: I have personally signed this petition; I am registered to 
vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and My residence 
and post office address are written correctly after my name." 
 
(b)  The sponsors of an initiative shall attach a copy of the proposed law to 
each initiative petition. 
(2)  Each signature sheet shall: 



(a)  be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide; 
(b)  be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space 
above that line blank for the purpose of binding; 
(c)  contain the title of the initiative printed below the horizontal line; 
(d)  contain the word "Warning" printed or typed at the top of each 
signature sheet under the title of the initiative; 
(e)  contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement 
printed or typed in not less than eight-point, single leaded type: "It is a 
class A misdemeanor for anyone to sign any initiative petition with any 
other name than his own, or knowingly to sign his name more than once 
for the same measure, or to sign an initiative petition when he knows he is 
not a registered voter and knows that he does not intend to become 
registered to vote before the certification of the petition names by the 
county clerk."; 
(f)  contain horizontally ruled lines, 3/8 inch apart under the "Warning" 
statement required by this section; 
(g)  be vertically divided into columns as follows: 
(i)  the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 
inch wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only", and be subdivided with 
a light vertical line down the middle with the left subdivision entitled 
"Registered" and the right subdivision left untitled; 
(ii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Registered 
Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)"; 
(iii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Signature of 
Registered Voter"; and 
(iv)  the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, 
City, Zip Code"; and 
(h)  contain the following statement, printed or typed upon the back of 
each sheet: 
"Verification 
State of Utah, County of ____ 
I, _______________, of ____, hereby state that: I am a resident of Utah and 
am at least 18 years old; All the names that appear on this sheet were 
signed by persons who professed to be the persons whose names appear 
in it, and each of them signed his name on it in my presence; I believe 
that each has printed and signed his name and written his post office 
address and residence correctly, and that each signer is registered to 
vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk. 
___________________________" 
(3)  The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if 
substantially followed, the initiative petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding 
clerical and merely technical errors.  
20A-7-504.   Circulation requirements -- Local clerk to provide sponsors 
with materials. 



(1)  In order to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this 
part, the sponsors shall circulate initiative packets that meet the form 
requirements of this part. 
(2)  The local clerk shall furnish to the sponsors: 
(a)  one copy of the initiative petition; and 
(b)  one signature sheet. 
(3)  The sponsors of the petition shall: 
(a)  arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition 
and signature sheets; and 
(b)  ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the 
form requirements of this section. 
(4)(a) The sponsors may prepare the initiative for circulation by creating 
multiple initiative packets. 
(b)  The sponsors shall create those packets by binding a copy of the 
initiative petition, a copy of the proposed law, and no more than 50 
signature sheets together at the top in such a way that the packets may 
be conveniently opened for signing. 
(c)  The sponsors need not attach a uniform number of signature sheets to 
each initiative packet. 
(5)(a) After the sponsors have prepared sufficient initiative packets, they 
shall return them to the local clerk. 
(b)  The local clerk shall: 
(i)  number each of the initiative packets and return them to the sponsors 
within five working days; and 
(ii)  keep a record of the numbers assigned to each packet.  
20A-7-505.   Obtaining signatures -- Verification -- Removal of signature. 
(1)  Any Utah voter may sign a local initiative petition if the voter is a legal 
voter and resides in the local jurisdiction. 
(2)  The sponsors shall ensure that the person in whose presence each 
signature sheet was signed: 
(a)  is at least 18 years old and meets the residency requirements of 
Section 20A-2-105; and 
(b)  verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification printed on 
the back of each signature sheet. 
(3)(a)(i) Any voter who has signed an initiative petition may have his 
signature removed from the petition by submitting a notarized statement 
to that effect to the local clerk. 
(ii)  In order for the signature to be removed, the statement must be 
received by the local clerk before he delivers the petition to the county 
clerk to be certified. 
(b)  Upon receipt of the statement, the local clerk shall remove the 
signature of the person submitting the statement from the initiative 
petition. 
(c)  No one may remove signatures from an initiative petition after the 
petition is submitted to the county clerk to be certified.  



20A-7-506.   Submitting the initiative petition -- Certification of signatures 
by the county clerks -- Transfer to local clerk. 
(1)  No later than 120 days before any regular general election, for county 
initiatives, or municipal general election, for municipal initiatives, the 
sponsors shall deliver each signed and verified initiative packet to the 
county clerk of the county in which the packet was circulated. 
(2)  No later than 90 days before any general election, the county clerk 
shall: 
(a)  check the names of all persons completing the verification on the 
back of each signature sheet to determine whether or not those persons 
are residents of Utah and are at least 18 years old; and 
(b)  submit the name of each of those persons who is not a Utah resident 
or who is not at least 18 years old to the attorney general and county 
attorney. 
(3)  No later than 60 days before any general election, the county clerk 
shall: 
(a)  check all the names of the signers against the official registers to 
determine whether or not the signer is a voter; 
(b)  certify on the petition whether or not each name is that of a voter; 
and 
(c)  deliver all of the packets to the local clerk.  
20A-7-507.   Evaluation by the local clerk.  
(1)  When each initiative packet is received from a county clerk, the local 
clerk shall check off from his record the number of each initiative packet 
filed. 
(2)(a) After all of the initiative packets have been received by the local 
clerk, the local clerk shall count the number of the names certified by the 
county clerk that appear on each verified signature sheet. 
(b)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet equals or exceeds the number of names required by Section 20A-7-
501, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the petition the word 
"sufficient." 
(c)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet does not equal or exceed the number of names required by Section 
20A-7-501, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the petition the 
word "insufficient." 
(d)  The local clerk shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of his 
finding. 
(3)  If the local clerk finds the total number of certified signatures from 
each verified signature sheet to be insufficient, any sponsor may file a 
written demand with the local clerk for a recount of the signatures 
appearing on the initiative petition in the presence of any sponsor. 
(4)(a) If the local clerk refuses to accept and file any initiative petition, 
any voter may apply to the supreme court for an extraordinary writ to 
compel him to do so within ten days after the refusal. 



(b)  If the supreme court determines that the initiative petition is legally 
sufficient, the local clerk shall file it, with a verified copy of the judgment 
attached to it, as of the date on which it was originally offered for filing in 
his office. 
(c)  If the supreme court determines that any petition filed is not legally 
sufficient, the supreme court may enjoin the local clerk and all other 
officers from certifying or printing the ballot title and numbers of that 
measure on the official ballot for the next election.  
20A-7-508.   Ballot title -- Duties of local clerk and local attorney.  
(1)  Whenever an initiative petition is declared sufficient for submission to a 
vote of the people, the local clerk shall deliver a copy of the petition and 
the proposed law to the local attorney. 
(2)(a) The local attorney shall: 
(i)  prepare a ballot title for the initiative; and 
(ii)  return the petition and the ballot title to the local clerk within 15 days 
after its receipt. 
(b)  The ballot title may be distinct from the title of the proposed law 
attached to the initiative petition, and shall express, in not exceeding 100 
words, the purpose of the measure. 
(c)  The ballot title and the number of the measure as determined by the 
local attorney shall be printed on the official ballot. 
(d)  In preparing ballot titles, the local attorney shall, to the best of his 
ability, give a true and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure. 
(e)  The ballot title may not intentionally be an argument, or likely to 
create prejudice, for or against the measure. 
(3)  Immediately after the local attorney files a copy of the ballot title with 
the local clerk, the local clerk shall serve a copy of the ballot title by mail 
upon any of the sponsors of the petition. 
(4)(a) If the ballot title furnished by the local attorney is unsatisfactory or 
does not comply with the requirements of this section, at least three of the 
sponsors of the petition may, by motion, appeal the decision of the local 
attorney to the Supreme Court. 
(b)  The Supreme Court shall examine the measures and hear arguments, 
and, in its decision, shall certify to the local clerk a ballot title for the 
measure that fulfills the intent of this section. 
(c)  The local clerk shall print the title verified to him by the Supreme Court 
on the official ballot. 
20A-7-509.   Form of ballot -- Manner of voting.  
(1)  The local clerk shall ensure that the number and ballot title are printed 
upon the official ballot with, immediately to the right of them, the words 
"For" and "Against," each word followed by a square in which the elector 
may indicate his vote. 
(2)  Electors desiring to vote in favor of enacting the law proposed by the 
initiative petition shall mark the square following the word "For," and those 
desiring to vote against enacting the law proposed by the initiative 
petition shall mark the square following the word "Against." 



20A-7-510.   Return and canvass -- Conflicting measures -- Law effective 
on proclamation.  
(1)  The votes on the law proposed by the initiative petition shall be 
counted, canvassed, and delivered as provided in Title 20A, Chapter 4, 
Part 3, Canvassing Returns. 
(2)  After the local board of canvassers completes its canvass, the local 
clerk shall certify to the local legislative body the vote for and against the 
law proposed by the initiative petition. 
(3)(a) The local legislative body shall immediately issue a proclamation 
that: 
(i)  gives the total number of votes cast in the local jurisdiction for and 
against each law proposed by an initiative petition; and 
(ii)  declares those laws proposed by an initiative petition that were 
approved by majority vote to be in full force and effect as the law of the 
local jurisdiction. 
(b)  When the local legislative body determines that two proposed laws, or 
that parts of two proposed laws approved by the people at the same 
election are entirely in conflict, they shall proclaim that measure to be law 
that has received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of 
the difference in the majorities which those measures have received. 
(c)(i) Within ten days after the local legislative body's proclamation, any 
qualified voter who signed the initiative petition proposing the law that is 
declared by the local legislative body to be superseded by another 
measure approved at the same election may apply to the supreme court 
to review the decision. 
(ii)  The court shall: 
(A)  immediately consider the matter and decide whether or not the 
proposed laws are in conflict; and 
(B)  within ten days after the matter is submitted to it for decision, certify its 
decision to the local legislative body. 
(4)  Within 30 days after its previous proclamation, the local legislative 
body shall: 
(a)  proclaim all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
supreme court has determined are not in conflict; and 
(b)  of all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
supreme court has determined to be in conflict, proclaim as law the one 
that received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of 
difference in majorities. 
20A-7-511.   Effective date.  
(1)(a) Any proposed law submitted to the people by initiative petition that 
is approved by the voters at any election takes effect on the date 
specified in the initiative petition. 
(b)  If the initiative petition does not specify an effective date, a law 
approved by the voters at any election takes effect five days after the 
date of the official proclamation of the vote by the county legislative 
body. 



(2)  The local legislative body may amend any laws approved by the 
people at any meeting after the law has taken effect. 
20A-7-512.   Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty.  
(1)  It is unlawful for any person to: 
(a)  sign any name other than his own to any initiative petition; 
(b)  knowingly sign his name more than once for the same measure at one 
election; 
(c)  sign an initiative knowing he is not a legal voter; 
(d)  knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part. 
(2)  Any person violating this part is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.  
20A-7-601.   Referenda -- General signature requirements -- Signature 
requirements for land use laws -- Time requirements. 
(1)  Except as provided in Subsection (2), a person seeking to have a law 
passed by the local legislative body submitted to a vote of the people 
shall obtain legal signatures equal to: 
(a)  10% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes exceeds 25,000; 
(b)  12-1/2% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all 
candidates for governor at the last election at which a governor was 
elected if the total number of votes does not exceed 25,000 but is more 
than 10,000; 
(c)  15% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 10,000 but is more than 2,500; 
(d)  20% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 2,500 but is more than 500; 
(e)  25% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 500 but is more than 250; and 
(f)  30% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates 
for governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the 
total number of votes does not exceed 250. 
(2)(a) As used in this Subsection (2), "land use law" includes a land use 
development code, an annexation ordinance, and comprehensive 
zoning ordinances. 
(b)  A person seeking to have a land use law passed by the local 
legislative body submitted to a vote of the people shall obtain legal 
signatures equal to: 
(i)  in counties and first and second class cities, 20% of all votes cast in the 
county or city for all candidates for governor at the last election at which 
a governor was elected; and 
(ii)  in third class cities and towns, 35% of all the votes cast in the city or 
town for all candidates for governor at the last election at which a 
governor was elected. 



(3)(a) Sponsors of any referendum petition challenging, under Subsection 
(1) or (2), any local law passed by a local legislative body shall file the 
petition within 35 days after the passage of the local law. 
(b)  The local law remains in effect until repealed by the voters via 
referendum. 
(4)  If the referendum passes, the local law that was challenged by the 
referendum is repealed as of the date of the election.  
20A-7-602.   Local referendum process -- Application procedures. 
(1)  Persons wishing to circulate a referendum petition shall file an 
application with the local clerk. 
(2)  The application shall contain: 
(a)  the name and residence address of at least five sponsors of the 
referendum petition; 
(b)  a certification indicating that each of the sponsors: 
(i)  is a resident of Utah; and 
(ii)(A) if the referendum challenges a county ordinance, has voted in a 
regular general election in Utah within the last three years; or 
(B)  if the referendum challenges a municipal ordinance, has voted in a 
regular municipal election in Utah within the last three years; 
(c)  the signature of each of the sponsors, attested to by a notary public; 
and 
(d)  one copy of the law.  
20A-7-603.   Form of referendum petition and signature sheets. 
(1)(a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be printed in substantially 
the following form: 
 
"REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable ____, County Clerk/City 
Recorder/Town Clerk: 
We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that Ordinance 
No. ____, entitled (title of ordinance, and, if the petition is against less than 
the whole ordinance, set forth here the part or parts on which the 
referendum is sought), passed by the ____ be referred to the voters for 
their approval or rejection at the regular/municipal general election to be 
held on __________(month\day\year); 
Each signer says: I have personally signed this petition; I am registered to 
vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk; and 
My residence and post office address are written correctly after my 
name." 
 
(b)  The sponsors of a referendum shall attach a copy of the law that is the 
subject of the referendum to each referendum petition. 
(2)  Each signature sheet shall: 
(a)  be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide; 
(b)  be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space 
above that line blank for the purpose of binding; 



(c)  contain the title of the referendum printed below the horizontal line; 
(d)  contain the word "Warning" printed or typed at the top of each 
signature sheet under the title of the referendum; 
(e)  contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement 
printed or typed in not less than eight-point, single leaded type: 
"It is a class A misdemeanor for anyone to sign any referendum petition 
with any other name than his own, or knowingly to sign his name more 
than once for the same measure, or to sign a referendum petition when 
he knows he is not a registered voter and knows that he does not intend 
to become registered to vote before the certification of the petition 
names by the county clerk."; 
(f)  contain horizontally ruled lines, 3/8 inch apart under the "Warning" 
statement required by this section; 
(g)  be vertically divided into columns as follows: 
(i)  the first column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 
inch wide, be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with 
a light vertical line down the middle; 
(ii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Registered 
Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)"; 
(iii)  the next column shall be three inches wide, headed "Signature of 
Registered Voter"; and 
(iv)  the final column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, 
City, Zip Code"; and 
(h)  contain the following statement, printed or typed upon the back of 
each sheet: 
"Verification 
State of Utah, County of ____ 
I, _______________, of ____, hereby state that: I am a resident of Utah and 
am at least 18 years old; All the names that appear on this sheet were 
signed by persons who professed to be the persons whose names appear 
in it, and each of them signed his name on it in my presence; 
I believe that each has printed and signed his name and written his post 
office address and residence correctly, and that each signer is registered 
to vote in Utah or intends to become registered to vote before the 
certification of the petition names by the county clerk." 
(3)  The forms prescribed in this section are not mandatory, and, if 
substantially followed, the referendum petitions are sufficient, 
notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.  
20A-7-604.   Circulation requirements -- Local clerk to provide sponsors 
with materials.  
(1)  In order to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this 
part, the sponsors shall circulate referendum packets that meet the form 
requirements of this part. 
(2)  The local clerk shall furnish to the sponsors: 
(a)  five copies of the referendum petition; and 
(b)  five signature sheets. 



(3)  The sponsors of the petition shall: 
(a)  arrange and pay for the printing of all additional copies of the petition 
and signature sheets; and 
(b)  ensure that the copies of the petition and signature sheets meet the 
form requirements of this section. 
(4)(a) The sponsors may prepare the referendum for circulation by 
creating multiple referendum packets. 
(b)  The sponsors shall create those packets by binding a copy of the 
referendum petition, a copy of the law that is the subject of the 
referendum, and no more than 50 signature sheets together at the top in 
such a way that the packets may be conveniently opened for signing. 
(c)  The sponsors need not attach a uniform number of signature sheets to 
each referendum packet. 
(5)(a) After the sponsors have prepared sufficient referendum packets, 
they shall return them to the local clerk. 
(b)  The local clerk shall: 
(i)  number each of the referendum packets and return them to the 
sponsors within five working days; and 
(ii)  keep a record of the numbers assigned to each packet. 
20A-7-605.   Obtaining signatures -- Verification -- Removal of signature. 
(1)  Any Utah voter may sign a local referendum petition if the voter is a 
legal voter and resides in the local jurisdiction. 
(2)  The sponsors shall ensure that the person in whose presence each 
signature sheet was signed: 
(a)  is at least 18 years old and meets the residency requirements of 
Section 20A-2-105; and 
(b)  verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification printed on 
the back of each signature sheet. 
(3)(a) Any voter who has signed a referendum petition may have his 
signature removed from the petition by submitting a notarized statement 
to that effect to the local clerk. 
(b)  Except as provided in Subsection (3)(c), upon receipt of the 
statement, the local clerk shall remove the signature of the person 
submitting the statement from the referendum petition. 
(c)  A local clerk may not remove signatures from a referendum petition 
after the petition has been submitted to the county clerk to be certified.  
20A-7-606.   Submitting the referendum petition -- Certification of 
signatures by the county clerks -- Transfer to local clerk. 
(1)  No later than 120 days before any regular general election for county 
referenda, or municipal general election for local referenda, the sponsors 
shall deliver each signed and verified referendum packet to the county 
clerk of the county in which the packet was circulated. 
(2) No later than 90 days before any general election, the county clerk 
shall: 
(a)  check the names of all persons completing the verification on the 



back of each signature sheet to determine whether or not those persons 
are Utah residents and are at least 18 years old; and 
(b)  submit the name of each of those persons who is not a Utah resident 
or who is not at least 18 years old to the attorney general and county 
attorney. 
(3)  No later than 60 days before any general election, the county clerk 
shall: 
(a)  check all the names of the signers against the official registers to 
determine whether or not the signer is a voter; 
(b)  certify on the referendum petition whether or not each name is that of 
a voter; and 
(c)  deliver all of the referendum packets to the local clerk.  
20A-7-607.   Evaluation by the local clerk.  
(1)  When each referendum packet is received from a county clerk, the 
local clerk shall check off from his record the number of each referendum 
packet filed. 
(2)(a) After all of the referendum packets have been received by the 
local clerk, the local clerk shall count the number of the names certified 
by the county clerks that appear on each verified signature sheet. 
(b)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet equals or exceeds the number of names required by Section 20A-7-
601, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the petition the word 
"sufficient." 
(c)  If the total number of certified names from each verified signature 
sheet does not equal or exceed the number of names required by Section 
20A-7-601, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the petition the 
word "insufficient." 
(d)  The local clerk shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of his 
finding. 
(3)  If the local clerk finds the total number of certified signatures from 
each verified signature sheet to be insufficient, any sponsor may file a 
written demand with the local clerk for a recount of the signatures 
appearing on the referendum petition in the presence of any sponsor. 
(4)(a) If the local clerk refuses to accept and file any referendum petition, 
any voter may apply to the Supreme Court for an extraordinary writ to 
compel him to do so within ten days after the refusal. 
(b)  If the Supreme Court determines that the referendum petition is legally 
sufficient, the local clerk shall file it, with a verified copy of the judgment 
attached to it, as of the date on which it was originally offered for filing in 
his office. 
(c)  If the Supreme Court determines that any petition filed is not legally 
sufficient, the Supreme Court may enjoin the local clerk and all other 
officers from certifying or printing the ballot title and numbers of that 
measure on the official ballot for the next election.  
20A-7-608.   Ballot title -- Duties of local clerk and local attorney.  



(1)  Whenever a referendum petition is declared sufficient for submission 
to a vote of the people, the local clerk shall deliver a copy of the petition 
and the proposed law to the local attorney. 
(2)(a) The local attorney shall: 
(i)  prepare a ballot title for the referendum; and 
(ii)  return the petition and the ballot title to the local clerk within 15 days 
after its receipt. 
(b)  The ballot title may be distinct from the title of the law that is the 
subject of the petition, and shall express, in not exceeding 100 words, the 
purpose of the measure. 
(c)  The ballot title and the number of the measure as determined by the 
local attorney shall be printed on the official ballot. 
(d)  In preparing ballot titles, the local attorney shall, to the best of his 
ability, give a true and impartial statement of the purpose of the measure. 
(e)  The ballot title may not intentionally be an argument, or likely to 
create prejudice, for or against the measure. 
(3)  Immediately after the local attorney files a copy of the ballot title with 
the local clerk, the local clerk shall serve a copy of the ballot title by mail 
upon any of the sponsors of the petition. 
(4)(a) If the ballot title furnished by the local attorney is unsatisfactory or 
does not comply with the requirements of this section, at least three of the 
sponsors of the petition may, by motion, appeal the decision of the local 
attorney to the Supreme Court. 
(b)  The Supreme Court shall examine the measures and hear arguments, 
and, in its decision, shall certify to the local clerk a ballot title for the 
measure that fulfills the intent of this section. 
(c)  The local clerk shall print the title verified to him by the Supreme Court 
on the official ballot. 
20A-7-609.   Form of ballot -- Manner of voting.  
(1)  The local clerk shall ensure that the number and ballot title are printed 
upon the official ballot with, immediately to the right of them, the words 
"For" and "Against," each word followed by a square in which the elector 
may indicate his vote. 
(2)(a) Unless the county legislative body calls a special election, the 
county clerk shall ensure that referenda that have qualified for the ballot 
appear on the next regular general election ballot. 
(b)  Unless the municipal legislative body calls a special election, the 
municipal recorder or clerk shall ensure that referenda that have qualified 
for the ballot appear on the next regular municipal election ballot. 
(3)  Voters desiring to vote in favor of enacting the law proposed by the 
referendum petition shall mark the square following the word "For," and 
those desiring to vote against enacting the law proposed by the 
referendum petition shall mark the square following the word "Against."  
20A-7-610.   Return and canvass -- Conflicting measures -- Law effective 
on proclamation.  



(1)  The votes on the law proposed by the referendum petition shall be 
counted, canvassed, and delivered as provided in Title 20A, Chapter 4, 
Part 3, Canvassing Returns. 
(2)  After the local board of canvassers completes its canvass, the local 
clerk shall certify to the local legislative body the vote for and against the 
law proposed by the referendum petition. 
(3)(a) The local legislative body shall immediately issue a proclamation 
that: 
(i)  gives the total number of votes cast in the local jurisdiction for and 
against each law proposed by a referendum petition; and 
(ii)  declares those laws proposed by a referendum petition that were 
approved by majority vote to be in full force and effect as the law of the 
local jurisdiction. 
(b)  When the local legislative body determines that two proposed laws, or 
that parts of two proposed laws approved by the people at the same 
election are entirely in conflict, they shall proclaim that measure to be law 
that has received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of 
the difference in the majorities which those measures have received. 
(4)(a) Within ten days after the local legislative body's proclamation, any 
qualified voter who signed the referendum petition proposing the law that 
is declared by the local legislative body to be superseded by another 
measure approved at the same election may apply to the supreme court 
to review the decision. 
(b)  The supreme court shall: 
(i)  immediately consider the matter and decide whether or not the 
proposed laws are in conflict; and 
(ii)  within ten days after the matter is submitted to it for decision, certify its 
decision to the local legislative body. 
(5)  Within 30 days after its previous proclamation, the local legislative 
body shall: 
(a)  proclaim all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
supreme court has determined are not in conflict; and 
(b)  of all those measures approved by the people as law that the 
supreme court has determined to be in conflict, proclaim as law the one 
that received the greatest number of affirmative votes, regardless of 
difference in majorities. 
20A-7-611.   Effective date.  
Any proposed law submitted to the people by referendum petition that is 
rejected by the voters at any election is repealed as of the date of the 
election. 
20A-7-612.   Misconduct of electors and officers -- Penalty.  
(1)  It is unlawful for any person to: 
(a)  sign any name other than his own to any referendum petition; 
(b)  knowingly sign his name more than once for the same measure at one 
election; 
(c)  sign a referendum knowing he is not a legal voter; 



(d)  knowingly and willfully violate any provision of this part. 
(2)  Any person violating this part is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.  
20A-7-701.   Voter information pamphlet to be prepared. 
(1)  The lieutenant governor shall cause to be printed a voter information 
pamphlet designed to inform the voters of the state of the content, effect, 
operation, fiscal impact, and the supporting and opposing arguments of 
any measure submitted to the voters by the Legislature or by initiative or 
referendum petition. 
(2)  The pamphlet shall also include a separate section prepared, 
analyzed, and submitted by the Judicial Council describing the judicial 
selection and retention process. 
(3)  The lieutenant governor shall cause to be printed as many voter 
information pamphlets as needed to comply with the provisions of this 
chapter.  
20A-7-702.   Voter information pamphlet -- Form -- Contents -- Distribution. 
(1)  The lieutenant governor shall ensure that all information submitted for 
publication in the voter information pamphlet is: 
(a)  printed and bound in a single pamphlet; 
(b)  printed in clear readable type, no less than ten-point, except that the 
text of any measure may be set forth in eight-point type; and 
(c)  printed on a quality and weight of paper that best serves the voters. 
(2)  The voter information pamphlet shall contain the following items in this 
order: 
(a)  a cover title page; 
(b)  an introduction to the pamphlet by the lieutenant governor; 
(c)  a table of contents; 
(d)  a list of all candidates for constitutional offices; 
(e)  a list of candidates for each legislative district; 
(f)  a 100-word statement of qualifications for each candidate for the 
office of governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, state auditor, or 
state treasurer, if submitted by the candidate to the lieutenant governor's 
office before July 15 at 5 p.m.; 
(g)  information pertaining to all measures to be submitted to the voters, 
beginning a new page for each measure and containing, in the following 
order for each measure: 
(i)  a copy of the number and ballot title of the measure; 
(ii)  the final vote cast by the Legislature on the measure if it is a measure 
submitted by the Legislature or by referendum; 
(iii)  the impartial analysis of the measure prepared by the Office of 
Legislative Research and General Counsel; 
(iv)  the arguments in favor of the measure, the rebuttal to the arguments 
in favor of the measure, the arguments against the measure, and the 
rebuttal to the arguments against the measure, with the name and title of 
the authors at the end of each argument or rebuttal; 



(v)  for each constitutional amendment, a complete copy of the text of 
the constitutional amendment, with all new language underlined, and all 
deleted language placed within brackets; and 
(vi)  for each initiative qualified for the ballot, a copy of the measure as 
certified by the lieutenant governor; 
(h)  a description provided by the Judicial Council of the selection and 
retention process for judges of courts of record, including, in the following 
order: 
(i)  a description of the judicial selection process; 
(ii)  a description of the judicial performance evaluation process; 
(iii)  a description of the judicial retention election process; 
(iv)  a list of the criteria and minimum standards of judicial performance 
evaluation; 
(v)  the names of the judges standing for retention election; and 
(vi)  for each judge: 
(A)  the counties in which the judge is subject to retention election; 
(B)  a short biography of professional qualifications and a recent 
photograph; 
(C) for each standard of performance, a statement identifying whether or 
not the judge met the standard and, if not, the manner in which the judge 
failed to meet the standard; 
(D)  a statement identifying the cumulative number of public orders issued 
by the Utah Supreme Court under Utah Constitution Article VIII, Section 13 
during the judge's current term and the immediately preceding term, and 
a statement of the basis for each order that the judge has received; and 
(E)  a statement identifying whether or not the judge was certified by the 
Judicial Council; 
(vii)(A) except as provided in Subsection (2)(h)(vii)(B), for each judge, in 
graphic format, the favorable response rating for each attorney, jury, and 
other survey question used by the Judicial Council for certification of 
judges, displayed in 1% increments and identifying the minimum standards 
of performance for each question; 
(B)  notwithstanding Subsection (2)(h)(vii)(A), if the sample size for the 
survey for a particular judge is too small to provide statistically reliable 
information in 1% increments, the survey results for that judge shall be 
reported as being above or below 70% and a statement by the surveyor 
explaining why the survey is statistically unreliable shall also be included; 
(i)  an explanation of ballot marking procedures prepared by the Office 
of Legislative Research and General Counsel, indicating the ballot 
marking procedure used by each county and explaining how to mark the 
ballot for each procedure; 
(j)  voter registration information; 
(k)  a list of all county clerks' offices and phone numbers; 
(l)  an index of subjects in alphabetical order; and 
(m) on the back cover page, a printed copy of the following statement 
signed by the lieutenant governor: 



"I, _______________ (print name), Lieutenant Governor of Utah, certify that 
the measures contained in this pamphlet will be submitted to the voters of 
Utah at the election to be held throughout the state on ____ (date of 
election), and that this pamphlet is complete and correct according to 
law. SEAL 
Witness my hand and the Great Seal of the State, at Salt Lake City, Utah 
this ____ day of ____ (month), ____ (year) 
(signed) ____________________________________ Lieutenant Governor"  
(1)  The lieutenant governor shall: 
(a)  ensure that one copy of the voter information pamphlet is placed in 
one issue of every newspaper of general circulation in the state not more 
than 40 nor less than 15 days before the day fixed by law for the election; 
(b)  ensure that a sufficient number of printed voter information pamphlets 
are available for distribution as required by this section; 
(c)  provide voter information pamphlets to each county clerk for free 
distribution upon request and for placement at polling places; and 
(d)  ensure that the distribution of the voter information pamphlets is 
completed 15 days before the election.  
20A-7-703.   Impartial analysis of measure -- Determination of fiscal 
effects.  
(1)  The director of the Office of Legislative Research and General 
Counsel, after the approval of the legislative general counsel as to legal 
sufficiency, shall: 
(a)  prepare an impartial analysis of each measure submitted to the voters 
by the Legislature or by initiative or referendum petition; and 
(b)  submit the impartial analysis to the lieutenant governor no later than 
August 20 of the year in which the measure will appear on the ballot. 
(2)  The director shall ensure that the impartial analysis: 
(a)  is not more than 1,000 words long; 
(b)  is prepared in clear and concise language that will easily be 
understood by the average voter; 
(c)  avoids the use of technical terms as much as possible; 
(d)  shows the effect of the measure on existing law; 
(e)  identifies any potential conflicts with the United States or Utah 
Constitutions raised by the measure; 
(f)  fairly describes the operation of the measure; 
(g)  identifies the measure's fiscal effects for the first full year of 
implementation and the first year when the last provisions to be 
implemented are fully effective; and 
(h)  identifies the amount of any increase or decrease in revenue or cost 
to state or local government. 
(3)  The director shall analyze the measure as it is proposed to be adopted 
without considering any implementing legislation, unless the implementing 
legislation has been enacted and will become effective upon the 
adoption of the measure by the voters. 



(4)(a) In determining the fiscal effects of a measure, the director shall 
confer with the legislative fiscal analyst. 
(b)  The director shall consider any measure that requires implementing 
legislation in order to take effect to have no financial effect, unless 
implementing legislation has been enacted that will become effective 
upon adoption of the measure by the voters. 
(5)  If the director requests the assistance of any state department, 
agency, or official in preparing his analysis, that department, agency, or 
official shall assist the director. 
20A-7-704.   Initiative measures -- Arguments for and against -- Voters' 
requests for argument -- Ballot arguments.  
(1)(a)(i)(A) By August 20 of the regular general election year, the sponsors 
of any initiative petition that has been declared sufficient by the 
lieutenant governor may deliver to the lieutenant governor an argument 
for the adoption of the measure. 
(B)  If two or more sponsors wish to submit arguments for the measure, the 
lieutenant governor shall designate one of them to submit the argument 
for his side of the measure. 
(ii)(A) Any member of the Legislature may request permission to submit an 
argument against the adoption of the measure. 
(B)  If two or more legislators wish to submit an argument against the 
measure, the presiding officers of the Senate and House of 
Representatives shall jointly designate one of them to submit the 
argument to the lieutenant governor. 
(b)  The sponsors and the legislators submitting arguments shall ensure that 
each argument: 
(i)  does not exceed 500 words in length; and 
(ii)  is delivered by August 20. 
(2)(a)(i) If an argument for or against a measure to be submitted to the 
voters by initiative petition has not been filed within the time required by 
Subsection (1), any voter may request the lieutenant governor for 
permission to prepare an argument for the side on which no argument 
has been prepared. 
(ii)  If two or more voters request permission to submit arguments on the 
same side of a measure, the lieutenant governor shall designate one of 
the voters to write the argument. 
(b)  Any argument prepared under this subsection shall be submitted to 
the lieutenant governor by August 30. 
(3)  The lieutenant governor may not accept a ballot argument submitted 
under this section unless it is accompanied by: 
(a)  the name and address of the person submitting it, if it is submitted by 
an individual voter; or 
(b)  the name and address of the organization and the names and 
addresses of at least two of its principal officers, if it is submitted on behalf 
of an organization. 



(4)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (4)(c), the authors may not 
amend or change the arguments after they are submitted to the 
lieutenant governor. 
(b)  Except as provided in Subsection (4)(c), the lieutenant governor may 
not alter the arguments in any way. 
(c)  The lieutenant governor and the authors of an argument may jointly 
modify an argument after it is submitted if: 
(i)  they jointly agree that changes to the argument must be made to 
correct spelling or grammatical errors; and 
(ii)  the argument has not yet been submitted for typesetting.  
20A-7-705.   Measures to be submitted to voters and referendum 
measures -- Preparation of argument of adoption.  
(1)(a) Whenever the Legislature submits any measure to the voters or 
whenever an act of the Legislature is referred to the voters by referendum 
petition, the presiding officer of the house of origin of the measure shall 
appoint the sponsor of the measure or act and one member of either 
house who voted with the majority to pass the act or submit the measure 
to draft an argument for the adoption of the measure. 
(b)(i) The argument may not exceed 500 words in length. 
(ii)  If the sponsor of the measure or act desires separate arguments to be 
written in favor by each person appointed, separate arguments may be 
written but the combined length of the two arguments may not exceed 
500 words. 
(2)(a) If a measure or act submitted to the voters by the Legislature or by 
referendum petition was not adopted unanimously by the Legislature, the 
presiding officer of each house shall, at the same time as appointments to 
an argument in its favor are made, appoint one member who voted 
against the measure or act from their house to write an argument against 
the measure or act. 
(b)(i) The argument may not exceed 500 words. 
(ii)  If those members appointed to write an argument against the 
measure or act desire separate arguments to be written in opposition to 
the measure or act by each person appointed, separate arguments may 
be written, but the combined length of the two arguments may not 
exceed 500 words. 
(3)(a) The legislators appointed by the presiding officer of the Senate or 
House of Representatives to submit arguments shall submit them to the 
lieutenant governor not later than June 1. 
(b)  Except as provided in Subsection (3)(d), the authors may not amend 
or change the arguments after they are submitted to the lieutenant 
governor. 
(c)  Except as provided in Subsection (3)(d), the lieutenant governor may 
not alter the arguments in any way. 
(d)  The lieutenant governor and the authors of an argument may jointly 
modify an argument after it is submitted if: 



(i)  they jointly agree that changes to the argument must be made to 
correct spelling or grammatical errors; and 
(ii)  the argument has not yet been submitted for typesetting. 
(4)(a) If an argument for or an argument against a measure submitted to 
the voters by the Legislature or by referendum petition has not been filed 
by a member of the Legislature within the time required by this section, 
any voter may request the presiding officer of the house in which the 
measure originated for permission to prepare and file an argument for the 
side on which no argument has been prepared by a member of the 
Legislature. 
(b)(i) The presiding officer of the house of origin shall grant permission 
unless two or more voters request permission to submit arguments on the 
same side of a measure. 
(ii)  If two or more voters request permission to submit arguments on the 
same side of a measure, the presiding officer shall designate one of the 
voters to write the argument. 
(c)  Any argument prepared under this subsection shall be submitted to 
the lieutenant governor not later than June 15. 
(d)  The lieutenant governor may not accept a ballot argument submitted 
under this section unless it is accompanied by: 
(i)  the name and address of the person submitting it, if it is submitted by 
an individual voter; or 
(ii)  the name and address of the organization and the names and 
addresses of at least two of its principal officers, if it is submitted on behalf 
of an organization. 
(e)  Except as provided in Subsection (4)(g), the authors may not amend 
or change the arguments after they are submitted to the lieutenant 
governor. 
(f)  Except as provided in Subsection (4)(g), the lieutenant governor may 
not alter the arguments in any way. 
(g)  The lieutenant governor and the authors of an argument may jointly 
modify an argument after it is submitted if: 
(i)  they jointly agree that changes to the argument must be made to 
correct spelling or grammatical errors; and 
(ii)  the argument has not yet been submitted for typesetting.  
20A-7-706.   Copies of arguments to be sent to opposing authors -- 
Rebuttal arguments. 
(1)  When the lieutenant governor has received the arguments for and 
against a measure to be submitted to the voters, the lieutenant governor 
shall immediately send copies of the arguments in favor of the measure to 
the authors of the arguments against and copies of the arguments 
against to the authors of the arguments in favor. 
(2)  The authors may prepare and submit rebuttal arguments not 
exceeding 250 words. 
(3)(a) The rebuttal arguments must be filed with the lieutenant governor 
not later than June 30. 



(b)  Except as provided in Subsection (3)(d), the authors may not amend 
or change the rebuttal arguments after they are submitted to the 
lieutenant governor. 
(c)  Except as provided in Subsection (3)(d), the lieutenant governor may 
not alter the arguments in any way. 
(d)  The lieutenant governor and the authors of a rebuttal argument may 
jointly modify a rebuttal argument after it is submitted if: 
(i)  they jointly agree that changes to the rebuttal argument must be 
made to correct spelling or grammatical errors; and 
(ii)  the rebuttal argument has not yet been submitted for typesetting. 
(4)  The lieutenant governor shall ensure that: 
(a)  rebuttal arguments are printed in the same manner as the direct 
arguments; and 
(b)  each rebuttal argument follows immediately after the direct argument 
which it seeks to rebut.  
 


