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SUMMARY OF REPORT:

It was proposed at Council’s meeting held 14 December 2004 to seek support from
Gloucester Shire Council and Port Stephens Council to re-name the “Bucketts Way” to
“Thunderbolts Way” from the point where it intersects with the Pacific Highway through to
the current commencement point of Thunderbolts Way.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that Council not proceed with the proposal to re-name the “Bucketts Way”
to “Thunderbolts Way”.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATION:

The cost of advertising, gazettal, signage etc. would be of the order of $2,000.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

The Great Lakes Council Street/Road Naming Policy is attached as Annexure A.

Particular reference is made to “Item 5: Requirements” of the Street/Road Naming Policy, and
three issues are highlighted as follows:

The road name “Thunderbolts Way” is in direct conflict with Item 5.5 of Council’s
Street/Road Naming Policy which states that “the proposed name(s) should have a maximum
length of nine letters (excluding the suffix).”

Item 5.9 states that “naming proposals should represent the values of the community and be
mindful of future generations”.  It could be viewed by members of the community, as it is in
the Media Release from John Turner MP, that naming a road after a “criminal” is perhaps not
a representation of the values that communities in the road’s vicinity hold.

However, Item 5.7 states that “where appropriate, name continuity shall be maintained for
streets and roads in the vicinity of and crossing boundaries between adjoining Council areas”.
Therefore re-naming “Bucketts Way” to “Thunderbolts Way” would maintain continuity
between the Great Lakes, Gloucester Shire and Port Stephens Council areas.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Nil

LIST OF ANNEXURES:

"A" – Great Lakes Council Street/Road Naming Policy.

“B” – Minute No. 271 of Great Lakes Council Ordinary Meeting held 14 December 2005.

"C" – Letter from Gloucester Shire Council dated 21 February 2005.

"D" – E-mail from Port Stephens Council dated 17 May 2005.



“E” – Media Release from The Nationals, John Turner MP, Member for Myall Lakes.

BACKGROUND/INFORMATION

Council at its meeting held 14 December, 2004 resolved (Min No. 271) to:

“…seek support from both Port Stephens and Gloucester Shire Councils to re-name the
“Bucketts Way” to “Thunderbolts Way” from the point where it intersects with the Pacific
Highway (at 12 Mile in Port Stephens Council area) through to the current commencement
point of Thunderbolts Way at Gloucester and that if such support is forthcoming, action be
commenced to proceed with the re-naming process (including appropriate advertising
etc).”(Annexure B).

A letter was sent to Port Stephens and Gloucester Shire Councils on 18 January 2005
requesting comments on the proposal.

The proposal was considered at Gloucester Shire Council meeting on 16 February 2005,
where Council reaffirmed its previous resolution not to support the name change (Annexure
C).

Port Stephens Council advised that the proposal was not considered at their Council meeting,
but initial investigations by staff show no opposition to the re-naming proposal, but suggested
that the issue be advertised for public comment.  They further advised that a formal resolution
would be put to Port Stephens Council following public comment and report by Great Lakes
Council on any submissions received (Annexure D).

Objection to the proposal has been received via a Media Release from Mr John Turner MP,
Member for Myall Lakes (Annexure E).  According to the media release, “Thunderbolts
Way” derives its name from Captain Thunderbolt from Barrington who was a bushranger and
a criminal.  It suggests that instead of glorifying a criminal, the road should have been named
“Carsons Way” in honour of the pioneering family who opened up the area through which the
road runs.  The intention of the renaming was to link with the existing Thunderbolts Way so
this suggestion has not been considered further.

IMPLICATIONS

Great Lakes, Port Stephens and Gloucester Shire Council’s number rural properties
according to the Australian/New Zealand Standard 4819:2003.  The rural property
address is a number based on the distance of the property's access point from the
start of the public road that leads to the property.

In effect, this means that if the re-naming of the “Bucketts Way” were to be approved, it will
have the following impact on property owners:

1. All property owners along what is currently named the “Bucketts Way”, between the point
where it intersects with the Pacific Highway through to the current commencement point of
“Thunderbolts Way”, would be required to change their property addresses to reflect the
new road name.

2. All property owners along the remaining section of the “Bucketts Way” would be required
to change their rural property address as the distance of the road would change due to the
re-naming.



3. All property owners along what is currently named “Thunderbolts Way”, in the Gloucester
Shire, would be required to change their rural property address, as the distance of
“Thunderbolts Way” would change as a result of the renaming.

The impact of requiring residents to change their rural property addresses involves, but is not
limited to:

1. Great Lakes, Port Stephens and Gloucester Shire Councils updating all property systems
databases to reflect the changes to rural property addresses.

2. Notification to all effected property owners in Great Lakes, Port Stephens and Gloucester
Shire Councils of the change to their property details.

3. Notification to service providers and authorities such as Country Energy and police in Great
Lakes, Port Stephens and Gloucester Shire Councils of the change to property details.

4. Effected property owners notifying all authorities and services that utilise their address as
their postal address of this change, as well as with such things as licence and banking key-
card replacement.

5. Effected property owners who run businesses from their properties would also incur a great
expense due to the change in their rural property address.

It is evident that the impact on residents and businesses having to change their address is not a
simple or inexpensive process.

Due to the above implications for property owners and residents, it is foreseen that there could
be objections from the public to renaming the “Bucketts Way” to “Thunderbolts Way”.

In order to avoid this outcome, consideration could be given to a Tourist Route called
Thunderbolts Way.  However, this may lead to confusion with the Bucketts Way, and with other
names, such as through Stroud township, where a third name already exists.

RECOMMENDATION: DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES

It is recommended that Council not proceed with the proposal to re-name the “Bucketts Way”
to “Thunderbolts Way”.
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