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New Kurdistan constitution and arrests of political personnel stir tension
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POLITICAL – Government of Iraq
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POLITICAL – Key Legislative Issues    
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POLITICAL - Refugee Update

 Regional governments report hosting as many as 2 million Iraqi refugees.

 The International Organization for Migration (IOM) estimates that over 2.8 million 

Iraqis are displaced inside Iraq.

 In FY08, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 

contributed $287.08 million to international organizations and nongovernmental 

organizations to assist displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.

 The U.S. admitted 13,823 Iraqi refugees in FY08 (which ended September 30).

 Since the program's inception in FY07, 28,967 Iraqi refugees have been admitted for 

U.S. resettlement; in FY09 alone, the U.S. seeks to admit a minimum of 17,000 Iraqi 

refugees.

 As of March 2009, a total of 375 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters since FY08 (under the Section 1059 program).

 As of March 2009, a total of 641 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis since FY08 (under 

the Section 1244 program).
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ECONOMIC – Oil

Oil prices are rising, but exports and production remain below 2009 targets
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After a sandstorm delays bidding, the first bid round opens with only one award 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs
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ECONOMIC – Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 

Sound economic policies will help ensure Iraq maintains security and stability 

Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $64.87 $66.76 $59.29 $66.08

Yield 10.00% 9.69% 13.37% 10.96%
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Iraq looks for investors to fund transportation, agriculture and communications projects in 
Basrah
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After six years, UNICEF announces it will reopen its office in Baghdad 
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Public Services – Electricity

GOI needs to strengthen policy actions to manage demand and usage patterns
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The international community continues to increase engagement with Iraq through appointment 

of ambassadors and high-level visits 
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Iraq and Germany to strengthen economic ties
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•

High profile attacks precede the withdrawal of U.S. combat forces from Iraqi cities  
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Iraq assumes responsibility for security in cities 
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