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Iraqi lawmakers prepare for upcoming national elections
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 There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with UNHCR in 

neighboring countries.  There are likely significant  numbers of  unregistered refugees as 

well.   UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis displaced by sectarian violence following the 

Samarra Mosque bombing of February 2006  remain internally displaced in Iraq. 

 In FY09, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 

$ 303.4 million to international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to assist 

displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.  

 Since the program's inception in FY07, 36,951 Iraqi refugees have been admitted for U.S. 

resettlement, an increase of 1,533 since the beginning of the fiscal year.  The U.S. admitted 

18,838 Iraqi refugees in FY09.

 As of September 2009, a total of 1,606Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 

program).  

 As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by or on 

behalf of the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 

program).  

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced July 24 that the United States was contributing 

more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration of 

displaced Iraqis.
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A string of bombings across Baghdad leave 127 dead and hundreds injured
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Oil prices are rising, but exports below 2009 targets
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Key second bid-round oil field auction to take place despite bomb threats
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Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $75.38 $75.41 $75.34 $66.08

Yield 8.48% 8.48% 8.49% 10.96%
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Iraq’s oil workers union seeks job stability with new contracts
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 Electricity supply from the grid  November 30-December 6 was 27% above the 

year-earlier period and met 72% of estimated demand, compared with 63% for the 

earlier period. 
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Iraq and Iran strengthen bilateral ties
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Salah Ad Din PRT has long been supporting the “Rural Women’s Sewing Business 

Initiative,” which appears to be bearing fruit. The NGO Organization of  the Iraqi Family 

(OIF), representing a group of  more than 60 women, visited companies based on Forward 

Operating Base (FOB) Speicher in an effort to determine the type of  products these 

women should produce for sale at bazaars throughout the province. A number of  shops 

said they would market and distribute the products produced by these women. To help 

the small businesses get started, OIF distributed 62 boxes of  donated sewing materials 

from American charitable groups to the participants. Each woman, many of  whom are 

widows, will receive a box to assist them in the start-up phase of  their new business. For 

many, this represents the first step toward financial security and independence.

Members of  the Erbil Regional Reconstruction Team (RRT) and officials from the Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG) initiated a language-training project at the Ainkawa Social Youth 

Club November 22.  This program is intended to teach the Kurdish language to residents from 

the Ainkawa district of  Erbil who are originally from outside Iraq’s Kurdish region and are unable 

to find employment or take part in local civic life. The program, which reaches out to Iraqis of  

Arabic, Aramaic, Chaldean, and Assyrian language backgrounds, will last 6 months and teach 

approximately 480 adults basic Kurdish speaking, reading and writing.  Officials hope these 

efforts will allow many of  the internally displaced people in the region successfully integrate into 

the broader community.  
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