VNNUN83oU

nauSi wuusua |
nuws:widhadgudn

13ountiudo

VONUNBINATOUIESING
ifgonuURUAMS

Tunausd tininad
na: dnsgoiusm

i ) e "
AumawudniSauldsinadnuiuds=ns




PRIDI-PHOONSUK

URG - wuas wuusod

G www.pridi-phoonsuk.org
&) ChangcFusion SEEEmE 4

famnfanuaiu OpenBase grukouwwiaoléd o aye s Creative Commons Attribution-NoncommerciakShare Alike
.0 Unported License vinuannsshifiaimafuliiiduazinaunsaald Tandasdodsunsaeiinn vanhbitdiia
fnnayaneriadmiviidamaunsouiaaulag chussiasssyduadgiaiu

QRN VDI

AA €

PPWUTH  WUNLIR

P~}
04
wszﬁﬂmqqm?w

d' e A
LIDIRUIND

=S

ammmzlmqmamas"lm
A o Aa oty a
LAEAULLANIT HLAUA

a A -9 a
UILGNE LAY ﬂ‘migﬂklﬁﬂq
Ny LUNUINg



g 15 U

<4< v
DAVMIYMIYUSA A oo HHT 7

DIAHUIN L oo et cesssses s mi1 76
DAABUIN 2 e e esse s mi1 78
AAEUIN B oo e eescenree e w1 80
P10 210 Vi 1 AU w1 86
DUAHUIN 5 oo ceveemsernn e ieesssssssssssssenns w1 100

DIABUIN 6 oo ercrns e s mi1 103



2.

3.

4.

5.

8.

1
LU 1T 7TUWE T

- <
ANUWHAIINNTIM e erreenrrnreannnsees
d v d
YAUNIY UT. NOTIAD TN ceveeerersrrreviones
v 4 -
VUNAMIABEIA orerarrrresensnons senstrnanssons
v 4 o o a 4
VUNDTMTVUISTIUBUR +evvvers cane veneernee
v 4 ]
VUNNUOINTINTIANUTENA oevrerene e
ad ¢
QANNIIDIN UT. LUTUT et vevenrnnrene vone nee
v 4 d
IO LT RRTE AN TR e
o
wnmuqﬂgwmnqu

o o
ANNILATUAINOINIDI teeeireereicerreeeens

v
Hu?

v
Hu1

¥
L

v
Hu1

10

26

29

34

42

46

55

76

78



4 d | < <
IMHUIYUDI ‘u‘lil‘l_liﬂ WHUUIA D w5$Wﬁ1aq°\!u'3ﬂ

o
$1un 59158

- 4 ° el

IUN 10 HOUIWU WA, 2522

=Y S Y 4o o 4
158U flﬂlWﬁ'ZWﬂ'mfI‘l!N'J'ﬂ NINUATHLND

Y o o 4 4§ « B < v o oy
wu"lmunumaxsaq pamngmnvauasing nginvyguants
4
7uumm u?maa uazans jamsm “JNﬂmW‘i“"lﬂﬂiﬂl1ﬂ~1"lﬂ1HmJWian
mu‘umsmm‘ua\mmww Teuide Raenuilued inshiuds

B LAAINT I YBU AT B U RGN N Lai 30N
tﬁ'ummamﬁlumnjmwuumfnﬂumiﬂmmﬂmmunﬁq«?aﬂmumm
msms"lm%nauinﬂmws ﬂUﬂmﬂmmwuaﬂivwg lﬂ‘lWINN‘Ii’)IJﬂ‘iSﬂ
ummmnaumw"lﬂﬂgummsnszmﬂsuaummmmmwmumswgs
e uagnlamounaeiunnumymvesshinnfis uihenesa
UPWNAIY



nmamauuummﬂmwsvmuﬂs Tﬂsnumnﬂmmwdﬂsnmm
4
mmamsﬂﬂumﬂnmmammawm"lmmwuoua mawmunmas
e Taoinnizaiy auuam’lwﬂsmﬂm1'lumssu1wmmquuﬂmutgan
< Yo 4 3§ 4 4o -
a19tas nelanmensdanzvesadseinalnogsauansuswiay lasanigse

v g4 4
wimasnlanasin 2 ao

o
ﬂsvmﬂ"lmﬂﬂmﬂu«mmuwwaﬂy" (AXIS Al WUBLATTE
mnwasma, ama mﬂu) FLERM

o @ vy LI VIR VRPN
2. igma"lmauﬂmmmuu"lﬂnaaﬂmzmmmmaﬁuwuﬁums
o 4 ¥ 1 9 E o4 1 ¥ 91w v
ampanszlananhonasdlumideauiunain sguininladszme
1 B} v o B L) 16y ¥
aenswaeusianlnguazansgoisnt  usiaulugn ladseninasnsw
L4 4 o o 4 4 o L) v, ¢
aovia  wazdszmaluinsevnsnweinguneoeaiasiasnuesnilanla
o
Usznirasnsmaeyszine lng aumummﬂnﬂﬂmu"mmmnuﬂiumﬂ
1%
Ine g aunen

5. ansgeusn1lH350uth (Refrain) Taodai 1oy sznidasasiu
daﬂnmﬁ"lwmﬂumsmauiéf ummmﬂaﬁmviumnﬂiumﬁuuamuu
E’(\‘lﬂﬂmﬂﬂiumE)Sﬁum'tli’)\‘lljivmﬂ“ﬂu\)ﬂiwﬂ1ﬂ’d\‘1ﬂimﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂiwlwﬂﬁuﬁ
mosgmamaqﬂﬁ“mﬂﬁm'lﬂunﬁﬂgnmmqaamm (Act of war) Tao'ly
Yaznifaansmaentssmenia mu"lmnmuwﬂmwﬁ«nmﬂﬂ?mﬂ
aaﬂsmmaaﬂmsnsmmnmﬂsmiﬂasgmammﬂsvmﬂauummm
ﬂﬁvmﬂmﬂsmnﬁlummauiw 29A19N B NI TZHI BN FUAD
1oNBY %‘mqammmmmmnmnumum'luaaulzgmuugu

igma%anwawuaq Yauvanisise mAgansinsguIe @.5.0.
mmaﬂmmaunsmuuummwuwﬂﬁwmuavngﬂmﬂwmsz LNALD
Ao Tquranya 4 Tawsatlszmidaensunnsgaiadsziinganme 3
SqUID A.7.8. m:,;lumlmuﬂuawaﬂsviwumm #.5.0.  aasngaw
mnaﬁﬁanjjmmmwuw‘luwumammsgma a.3.0. %0 Foreign



9

1] 9 o ¥ g
Relations of the United States f.7. 1942 1Ay 1 MU1 915 AdAd iU

740.0011 Pacific War/1793: Telegram
The Charge in Switzerland (Huddle) to the Secretary of State

Bern, February 2, 1942.
[Received February 2—S: 10 a.m.]

350. Department’s 246, January 28. Swiss Foreign Office
note January 31 communicates following telegram from Swiss Consul
Bangkok.

“Ministry Foreign Affairs notified Consulate by letter
25th January: By royal command a declaration of war on Great Britain
and the United States of America has been made as from noon of 25th
January 2485 B.E.”
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892.01/32

The Secretary of State to the Deputy Director of the Office
of Strategic Services (Goodfellow)
Washington, August 26, 1943

My Dear Colonel Goodfellow: In reply to your oral inquiry
of August 4 relating to possible American operations conducted in con-
nection with a Free Thai movement, the posmon of the Department of
State is as follows:

The United States recognizes Thailand as an independent
state which is now under the 'military occupation of Japan. This
Government does not recognize the Thai Government as it is now con-
stituted; but this Government has refrained from declaring war on
Thailand, has continued to recognize as ‘Minister of Thailand™ the Thai
Minister in Washington who has denounced his Government’s coopera-
tion with Japan, and has sympathetically regarded a Free Thai move-
ment in which he is prominent.
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The Government of the United States looks forward to
the reestablishment of Thailand’s independence as quickly as possible.
Available information indicates that there remain in the present Thai

* Government a number of officials who opposed the capitulation of that
Government to Japanese pressure. It is understood that Luang Pradist
Manudharm (known also as Nai Pridi Bhanomyong), a member of the
Council of Regents, is one of these officials and that he has participated
prominently in a secret movement which aims to restore the Govern-
ment as it was constituted prior to the Japanese invasion.

In the light of this understanding Luang Pradist Manu-
dharm is presumed by the Government of the United States to repre-
sent a continuity in the Government of Thailand as it was constituted
prior to the defection of the Thai Prime Minister to the Japanese at the
time of The Japanese invasion and to be one of the oustanding leaders
in the movement for Thai independence. Accordingly, until this
Government has indications to the contrary from the Thai people, it
feels warranted, without in any way committing itself in respect to the
future, in regarding Luang Pradist as one of the leading representatives
in Thailand of the Thai nation.

The attitude of this Government, as above outlined, is a
provisional position pending a free expression of the wishes of the Thai
people following the liberation of Thailand by United Nations forces.
The efforts of the Government of the United States are and should be
limited to assisting the Thai people to restore a native regime capable of
discharging its responsibilities and free from foreign control. The final
choice of the leaders of such a government is a matter for the Thai
people alone to decide.

It is believed that this will give you information you
wished.

Sincerely yours,
Cordell Hull.
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h2.01/32
The Secretary of State to the Deputy Director of the Ofice of
Strotegic Screices (Qoodfellow)

Wasinsgron, August 26, 1943,

My Drar Coronkr Goonreurow: In reply to your oral inquiry of
August | relating to possibla American operations comducted in con-
nection with a Free Thai movement, the position of the Department
of State is as follows:

The United States reengnizes Thailand as an independent state
which is now under the military occupation of Japan. This Govern-
ment does not recognize the Thai Government as it is now constituted;
but this Government has refrained frem declaring war on Thailand,
has continued to recognize as “Minister of Thailand” the ‘Thai Min-
ister in Washington * who has denounced his Government's coopera-
tion with Japan, and has sympathetically regavled a Free Thai
movement in which he is prominent.

The Government of the United States looks forward to the re-
establishment of Thailand’s independence as quickly as possible.
Available information indicates that there vemain in the present Thai
Government a number of officials who opposed the capitulation of
that Government to Japanese pressure. It is understood that Luang
Pradist Manudharm (known also as Nai Pridi Bhanomyong), a
member of the Council of Regents, is one of these officials and that
he has participated prominently in a secret movement which aims to
restore the Government as it was conatituted prior to the Japaneso
invasion,

In the light of this understanding Luang Pradist Manudharm is
presuired by the Government of the United States to represent
continuity in the Government of Thailand as it was constituted prior
10 the delection of the Ihai Prime Minister ' to the Japanese at the
time of the Japancse invasion and to be one of the outstanding leaders
in the movement for Thai independence, Accordingly, untll this
Government has indications to the contrary from the Thai people,
it feels warranted, without in any way committing itself in respect
to the future, in regarding Luang Pradist as onc of the leading rep-
resentatives in Thailand of the Thai nation.

The attitude of this Government, as above outlined, is a provisional
position pending a free expression of the wizlies of the Thai people
following the Jiberatien of Thailand by Uni(ul Nations forces, The
efforts of the Government of the United States are and should he
lunited to qx\mmg the Thai people to vestore a native regime capable
of discharging its responsibilities and free from foreign control. The
final cholcc of the leaders of such a gmcxnmcnt is a matter for the
Thai people alone to decide.

It is believed that this will give you the information you wished.

Sincerely yours, CorvruL Huw
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740.0031 Paclfic War/1793: Telegram

The ChargéinSwitzerland (Hud;dlc) tothe Secretary of State

f

Berx, February 2,1942.
[Received February 2—S:10a.m.]
350. Department’s 246, January 28. Swiss Foreign Office note

January 31 comununicates following telegram from Swiss Consul
Bangkok.

“Ministry Foreign Affairs notified Consulate by letter 25th Jan-
uary: By royal command a declaration of war on Great Britain and
the United States of America has been made as from noon of 25th
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States 7.6, 1945 (AN 6 WU 1242-1244 odao U

892.01/1-1345
Memorandum Prepared in the Division of Southwest Pacific Affairs.
Washington, January 13, 1945

Memorandum for the President
(for possible use in discussion with Mr.
Churchill and Marshal Stalin)

Subject: Future Status of Thailand

British policies towards Thailand are divergent from ours.
The British regard Thailand as an enemy and it is their view:

1. That Thailands postwar independence should be con-
ditioned on its acceptance of “special arrangements for security or
economic collaboration . . . .. within an international system.”

2. That the peninsula of Thailand from Malaya to about 12°
north latitude should be considered a vital strategic area and its defense
under international security arrangements be undertaken by a protec-
ting power or by an international consortium. This is reported to be the
opinion of Mr. Churchill. Such action might substantially impair Thai
administrative rights in the area.

3. That actual military govemnment will not be needed,
except perhaps in combat zones. However, they believe that an Allied
Control Commission should be established in Thailand, which should be
continued for some time.

4. That they should not deal at the present time with any
Thai Government.

In contrast, we do not regard Thailand as an enemy but as
an enemy occupied country. We recognize the Thai Minister in Washing-
ton as “Minister of Thailand” with a status similar to that of the Danish
Minister. We favor a free, independent Thailand, with sovereignty
unimpaired and ruled by a government of its own choosing. Thailand
is the one country in Southeast Asia which was still independent before
the war. We believe that it would be prejudicial to American interests
throughout the Far East if, as the outcome of the war in which we will
have had the major part in defeating Japanese aggression, Thailand
should be deprived of any of its prewar territory or should have its
independent status impaired. The history of European pressure on
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Thailand and of European acquisition of territory in Southeast Asia is
vivid in Asiatic memories. This Government cannot afford to share
responsibility in any way for a continuance towards Thailand of prewar
imperialism in any guise.

Within Thailand, the administration which first yielded to
Japan and which was notoriously collaborationist has been replaced by
an administration largely controlled by Pradist, present Regent, most
respected of Thai leaders and opponent of- Japan from the first.
American contact has been established with Praidist who is actively
siding Allied intelligence work and who has expressed his desire that
Thailand enter the war against Japan and that the Thai army fight by
the side of the Allied.

It is the view of the Department that an effort should be
made to persuade the British to alter their plans so that they are not in-
consistent with our own. It is believed that if Thailand joins in the war
against Japan she should be treated as a liberated country and her
government be recognized, at least provisionially. Although there are
disadvantages from a political viewpoint in having American troops,
except where militarily essential, participate in the recovery of European
colonial areas, there would be advantages from a political viewpoint in
having American troops under independent American command
responsible for the liberation of Thailand, rather than having Thailand
occupied as enemy territory by British forces. Whether or not American
forces should be used in Thailand, however, is a question which would
presumably be decided in the light of over or strategic considerations.

Attached is a brief memorandum regarding the Regent
Pradist.
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03.91/3-1348
Memorandum Prepared in (A& Diviion of Southwest Pacifie Afaire.

Wasmnorox, January 18, 1945,

Meaorawodat rox THR PrsibenT

(for poasiblo uso in discussion with Mr.
Churchill and Marshal Stalin)"

Subject: Future Statys of Thailand.
British policies towards Thailand sre divergent from outs. The
British fegard Thailand si gu enetny snd it-is thair view:

At catop———

1. That Thailand's. postwar independence should be sanditioned
o its acceptance of “special arrangenents for scurity or ecohomie
cdleborntion . . 3 within sn international s tem”,

9. That the insuh'o( Thailand from Malays to about 12” north

titude should ba considered a vilal stratevic area and its defenss
under international sccurity srrangements be undertaken by s pro-
tecting power or bI' ah international consortium. This i reporied
et s opinion of Mr. Chorehill. Such action might substantialiy
ipajr Thai administrdtive rights in the ares.

3. That actual mim:? government will not be needed, except per-
bagss i combat xones.  Jowever, Lhohbelim that an Allied (?ontrol
Cormiasion should bo establishied In Thailand, which should be con-
{inaed for sarne time.

4, That they should not deal at the present thne with any Thai
Government.

1n contrasfy we do not regard Thailand 2s an enemy but as an
evémy-cocupied country. e recognize the Thal Minister in Wash-
»s “Minister of Thalland” with a status similar to that of the
Dunish Minister. Wa Iavor & free, indepandent Thailand, with
povere! animpeired, and ruled by « government of its‘own choos-
ing is the one ovuntry in Southeast Asia which was still
ndependent befors the war. ‘We believe that it would be prejudicial
1o American Intarests threughout the Far East if, as ths oulcoms of
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the war in-which we will have had the major part in defeating Japs-
vy agxcensben, Thallaad ehould be deprived of any of its prewar
weritory or snoald have its independent status impaired. Tha his-
tory of Eatopean pressurs on Thalland and of Europesn acquisition
of territory in Southesst Asia s virid In Asiatic memories. This
Gévernment cannot anord to shere responsibility in any way for a
tontihuance towards Thailand of prewar imperialism m sny guise.

Within Thailsnd, the administeation which first yielded to Japan
&d which was nototiondy coliaborationist has been repisced by sn
dmbbtration Iapgely_controlled by Pradint, preserk Regent, most
fipoted of Thal jeeders and opponent of Japdn frent the firt.
Amatican epntact bas m.wﬁ'wimﬁ@:@rslr
siding Alfied intelligencs work and who has expreseed his desire that

Ind enter the war sgainat Japan and that the Thal anny fight by
the Alfiea,

It is the view of the Drpartment. that.an effort should be made to
persuade the Brilish to alter their plana so that they are not incon-
sistent with our own. Jtis believed thet if Thailand joins in the wat
againsl Japan she should be treated as a liberated country and her
government be recognized, at lesst provisionally. Although there
are disndvantages from s political viewpoint in having American

s, except where militarily essential, participaia in tha recovery
of Eurnpean cotonis| nreas, there would bo advantages from s politicat
viewpoint in having American troops under independint American
commsnd responsible for the liberntion of Thailand, rather then
having Thailand occupied 8s enemy territory by British forees
Whether or not American {orces should be usml in Thailand, however
is a question which would presumably be decided in the light of over

all ptrategic considerations. )
Attached is s brief memorandum regarding the Regent Pradist
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Memorandum Prepared in the Department of State
{Washington) May 28, 1945.

The following message for the Secretary of States from
RUTH was received by the Department of States on May 21, 1945.

“Thai Resistance Movement, in all its dealings, has conti-
nually adhered to the advice of American representatives not to take
any premature action against the enemy. But at this time, I believe the
Jap desire to fight can be weakened if the Resistance Movement no
longer tries to remain under cover. The Jap will be more quickly
forced to surrender unconditionally to the Allies because of the fear of
the dissolution of the so-called co-prosperity sphere. Nevertheless, we
were advised that the Resistance Movement should attempt to block
every effort of the Japs for assistance from Thailand. We have followed
this line as closely as possible, but you realize the Japs are becoming
more suspicious all the time. Not long ago the Thai Government would
not accede to a Jap demand for an additional credit of 100,000,000
bahts. I have been informed by the present government that they will
not remain in office if the Japs persist in this matter. In that event, a
new government would have to be installed and it would have to take
action against the Japs by first ordering void all debts and agreements
the Pibul regime bad contracted with the Japs, including the treaty on
the incorporation of four states in Malaya and Shan States(s) into
Thailand, as well as declaration of war against England and the United
States. The basis of relation between these two nations and Thailand
will to us (have to?) be set up as they were prior to Pearl Harbor.
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Before going ahead with this plan I want to keep you advised of the
current situation. Although I am positive that the U.S. has good inten-
tions conceming the independence of Thailand and that they have
deep regard for the Thais themselves, I believe if the U.S., on the day
of the beginning of our action would declare her respect of Thai-
land’s independence and state that she regards Thailand as a member of
the United Nations and not as an enemy, it would greatly encourage
the Thai people who are already prepared for any sacrifice. I have also
advised the Supreme Commander, SEAC, of this whole matter.”

The following reply was sent on May 28, 1945:

“Your message to the Secretary is deeply appreciated.”

“We understand your desire that Thailand actively oppose
the enemy as soon as possible. We are sure you realize, however, that
all opposition to our common enemy must be coordinated with the over-
all strategy against Japan and that it would be unfortunated if the Thai
prematurely and before reasonably assured of success should commence
overt action which was not integrated with the strategic plan of
SACSEA. We hope, therefore, you will continue your endeavors to pre-
vent premature overt action by resistance movement or action which
would precipitate taking over of Thai Government by the Japanese. We
are confident, you will keep us and the British fully informed should
either development become imminent despite your efforts.

“The sincere desire of yourself and the Thai people to
repudiate the Pibul declaration of war and agreements is fully under-
stood and appreciated but it is not clear why present government
should resign at this time or what compulsion would cause succeeding
government to make such repudiation its first act. It would appear that
the resistance movement could more effectively accomplish its objec-
tives when emerging from cover by coordinated surprise attack on
enemy supplies, communications, forces, and equipment and by seizure
of enemy officers, officials, documents and key points. Political acts of
repudiation and realignment with the Allies could follow.

“We attach great importance to existence of an effective
constitutional Thai Government on Thai soil to work with Allies. We
hope that all possible preparations will have been made to forestall
seizure or scattering of important pro-Allied personnel so that such
government could promptly function in areas free from Japanese, could
direct Thai military operations and coordinate them with Allied opera-
tions, and could reestablish effective civil government machinery as
areas are liberated.

“The United States cannot unilaterally declare another
nation a member of the United Nations but it will be happy publicly
to reiterate at an appropriate time its respect for Thai independence
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and to declare that it has at no time considered Thailand an enemy. We
look forward to the day when both our countries can appropriately
make public our common cause against our common enemy.

Grew
Acting Secretary of State.”
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1272 FOREIQN NELATIONS, 1045, VOLUME VI

892.01/6-2545
The Department of State to the British Fmbassy

Awe-MiMome

Tho United States Government believes that the basie policies and
objectives of the British and American Governnents in regard to
Thailand are substantially similar: both Governments favor the res.
toration of the freedom, independence, and sovereignty of Thailand:
Loth Governments agree thal the territories acquired by “Fhailand
from Malaya, Burma, and Indochinn must be vestored : neither Giov-
ernment has any ferritorial ambitions in Thailand; both Governments
are apparently coufident of the sincerity of Remir’s desive (o align
Thailand with the Allies, to drive the Japanese out of Thailand, and
(o nid in the final defeat of Japan; and both Governients are in sc-
cord that it. wenld be unwise under present conditions to recognize
a Thai Government-in-exile.

There are several matters, however, on which further discussion
would appear desirable in ovder to assure a common understanding,
In view of re¢ent military developments in Southeast Asin and of
politieal developments within ‘Thailand, such discussion is regavded
as urgent.  These matters arve:

1. Postirar International Arvrangements in Reqord to Thailand.

Mr. Eden’s communieations of Seplember 4 and November 22, 19447
referred to postwar international aremngements to which Thailand
should agree.  Thiz Government believes that af an appropriate time
Thailund should be admitied to the United Nations Organization on
its pledge to conpernte fully as a sovercign power in all pertinent in-
ternationn) arpangementx. 1t helieves that it would not be desivable
to make aceeptunce of suelr arrangements a condition to the restors-
tion of "Thailand s independence and sovercignly,

'
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892.01/6—2545
The Department of State in the British E mbassy
Aide-Memoire

The United States Government believes that the basic
policies and objectives of the British and American Governments in
regard to Thailand are substantially similar: both Governments favor
the restoration of the freedom, independence, and sovereignty of
Thailand: both Governments agree that the territories acquired by
Thailand from Malaya, Burma, and Indochina must be restored: neither
Government has any territorial ambitions in Thailand; both Govem-
ments are apparently confident of the sincerity of RUTH’s desire to
align Thailand with the Allies, to drive the Japanese out of Thailand,
and to aid in the final defeat of Japan: and both Governments are in
accord that it would be unwise under present conditions in recognize
a Thai Government-in-exile.

There are several matters, however, on which further dis-
cussion would appear desirable in order to assure a common under-
standing. In view of recent military developments in Southeast Asia and
of political developments within Thailand, such discussion is regarded
as urgent. These matters are:

I. Postwar International Arrangements in Regard to Thai-
land.
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Mr. Eden’s communications of September 4 and Novem-
ber 22, 1944 referred to postwar international arrangements to which
Thailand should agree. This Government believes that at an appropriate
time Thailand should be admitted to the United Nations Organization
on its pledge to cooperate fully as:a sovereign power in all pertinent
international arrangements. It believes that it would not be desirable to
make acceptance of such arrangements a condition to the restoration of
Thailand’s independence and sovereignty.
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740.0011 PW/8 1545 : Telesram

The Seeretary of State to the Ambassador in the United Kingdom
(Winant)

WasHixaron, August 15, 1945—3 p. m.

6922, British Embassy has informed us ¢
(a) that I'onOff has authorized Mountbatten * personally to advise
RurH (o make announcement: as soon as possible afier final Japane-e
surrender disavowing ‘Thai_declaration of war upon Greal Britain
and United States and all measures flowing therefrom which may

operate to prejndice of Allies, vepudinting allianee and all other agree-
ments with Japan, placing Thailand and its armed forces at service of

On Augnse 1),

*In telegram 7072, Auzust 26, 1y m., to Lowlou, the e partment stated:
“Through error in resding cwmle wnul Mountbatten was incorrectly eeferred to
in pavaxraph (@) of ]M-plvl 6922, August 16, Insiructions were direeted {o @
Britlsh oflicer uwilerstusd to he In contact with. RuvH to ofter as hig personat
adviee to Revn the sugzestions onllined,  Sawe error appears In last sentenee
Deptel 6932, Anzust 16, The Thai Minister las heen informeq of error. Refer-
ence (o Mamthatten in parageaph (5) of Depted 6922 s cocrect.”  (710.0013-
IP'W/8-2143)  Por telegrim GD32, see infra.

Allies, and declaring bis readiness to send a representative jm-
mediately to Xandy to get in touch with Allies.  Dritish suogested
that announcement might also stato that Revin had informed British
and American Governments al an carlier sl ngre that resistance nove-

ment wished {o initiate overt action against the enemy and vefrained

enly on expiress request of Allies for operational reasons,

(3) 'I'had FonOW also informed Monnthatten if urw takes neces-
sary initiative as advised, Qritish nre disposed, becanse of support by
Thai resistance movement and of Allied request not Lo take aetion last

ay, 10 Torezo pressing for separate ael of unconditional survendor

ghich under existing civeumstances would be considered normal proce-

dure, and (o mold their policy according to Thai readiness to make

restitntion for the past and to cooperate for the future.
(¢) That if Rurir follows advice and sendsrepreseniative to Kandy,
Sritish propose to communicate with Dept before commencing nego-
tistions regarding the terms on which they would be prepared {o
terminate stafe of war,

Bynnrs
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740.0011 PW/S-1545: Telegram

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in the United
Kingdom.
(Winant)

Washington, August 15, 1945 — 3 p.m.
6922:British Embassy has informed us.
a) that FonOff has authorized Mountbatten personally to
advise RUTH to make announcement as soon as possible after final
Japanese surrender disavowing Thai declaration of war upon Great
Britain and United States and all measures flowing therefrom which
may operate to prejudice of Allies, repudiating alliance and all other
agreements with Japan, placing Thailand and its armed forces at service
of Allies, and declairing his readiness to send a representative immediately
to Kandy to get in touch with Allies. British suggested that announce-
ment might also state that RUTH had informed British and American
Governments at an earlier stage that resistance movement wished to
initiate overt action against the enemy and refrained only on express
request of Allies for operational reasons.
b)  that FonOff also informed Mountbatten if RUTH takes necessa-
ry initiative as advised, British are disposed, because of support by Thai
resistance movement and of Allied request not to take action last May,
to forego pressing for separate act of unconditional surrender which
under existing circumstances would be considered normal procedure,
and to mold their policy according to Thai readiness to make restitu-
tion for the past and te cooperate for the future.
¢) that if RUTH follows advice and sends representative to
Kandy, British propose to communicate with Dept before commencing
negotiations regarding the terms on which they would be prepared to
terminate state of war.
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SIAM 1209

740,0011 P.W./6-204S ;
Mcmora_mium Prepared in the Department of State

[WasHincTon,]) May 28, 1945,
The following message for the Secretary of State from Rurx was
received by the Department of State on May 21, 1945:

“Thai Resistance Movement, in all ils dealings, has continually
adhered to the advice of Americun representatives not to tnke any pré-
malure actipn agninst the enctoy.  But at this time, T believe the Jap
desire to fight can be weakened if the Resistance Movement no lomger
tries to remain under cover. The Jups will be more quickly forced
to surrender unconditionally to the Allies becanse of the fear of the
dissolution of the so-called co-prosperity sphere.  Nevectheless, we
were advised that the Resistance Movement should attemnpt to block
every effort of the Japs for assistance from Thailand. We have fol.
Jowed this lino ns closely as possible, but. you realize the Japs avo
becoming more suspicious all the time. Not long wgo the Thai Gov-
ernment would not accede to n Jup demand for an additional credit of
100,000,000 balits. I have been informed by the present government
that they will nol. remnin in oflice if the Japs persist in this matter,
In that event, a new government would have to be installed and it
would have to tnke action against the Japs by first ordering void all
debts and agreements the Pibul regime had contracted with the Japs,
including the treaty on the incorporation of four states in Malaya and
Shan Statefs] into Thailand, as well as declaration of war against
¥England and the United States.  The basis of relations between these
two nations and Thailand will to us [have 10?] be set up as they were
[rior to Pearl Hurbor. Before roing ahead with this plan 1 want to
keep vou advised of the eurrent sifuation.  Although 1 am positive
that the U.S. hag good intentions concerning the independence of
Thailand and that. they have deep regard for the Thais themselves, 1
belicve if the U.S., on the day of the beginning of our action, would
declare her respect of Thailand's independence and state that she re-
gards Thailand ns a member of the United Nations and not as an
enainy, it would greatly encournge the Thai people who are alveady
prepared for any sacrifice. 1 have also advised the Supreme Com-
mander, SEAC, of this whole matter.”

The following reply was sent on May 28, 1945: %
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“Your message to the Secrelary is deeply appreciated.

“We understand your desive that Thailand acfively oppose the enemy
as soon us pussible.  We are sure you realize, hawever, that alt opposi-
tion to our common enemy must be covrdinated with the over-all sivat-
egy against Japan and that it would be unfortunatesdl the Thai pre-
wiaturely and before reasonably assired of success should commence
overl action which was not integrated with the stralegie plans of

“In a memorandam of May 2% of 0 conversatlon wlih the British Minister
(Sanzmm), the Chict of the Division of Southeast Aslap Affairs { MolTar) staled
that e had handed coploanf the messages of May 21 and May 28 to the Minister
“to pssure full coordination of British and American action”  (802.01/5-2845)

SACSEA.** We hope, therefore, you will continuo your endeavors
to prevent premature overt action by resistance movement or ugtion
which would precipitate taking over of Thai Government by the Jap.
anese.  We ave confident. you will keep us and the British fully in.
formed should either development becomo imminent despite ‘your
ellorts,

“The sincere desire of yourself and the Thai peoplo to repndinie the
Pibul declarations of war and agreements is fully undersiood agd
appreciated but it is not. clear why ‘)mecnt. government ghould resign
ot this time or what compulsion would canse succeeding government 1o
make such repudistion its lirst act. It wonld appear that the resisj~
ance movement could more oll'vctivcl(i' nccomplish its objectives when
emerging from cover by cnordinated surprise aftack on eneiny sup.
plies, communications, forces, and equipment aid by soizure of enem
ollicers, oflicials, decuments nud key points. Political acts of repudi-
ation and realignment with the Allies could follow,

“We attuch great importance to existence of an effective constitn.
tional Thai (Foverniment on "Fhai soil to work with Allies. We hope
that all possible preparations will have been made to forestail geizure
or scattering of importunt pro-Allied personnel so that such govern-
ment. could promptly function in areas free from Japanese, could
direct Thai military operations and coordinate them with Aliied oper-
ations, and could reestablish effective civil governmental machinery
as areas aro Jiberated.

“The United States eannot unilaterally declare anothor nation n
muenber of the United Nations but it will be happy publicly to reiter-
nte_at an appropriale time its respect for Thai independence.and
to declare that it has at no time considered Thriland an enemy. V{o
look forward to tho dry when both our countries can npproprintely
make public our common canse against our common enemy.

Grew,
Acting Secretary of State.”
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PERSONAL snd_ CONPIDENTIAL¢
BANGKOK .

28 Oct 45.

T Lusng Pradist,

With reference to olr conversation yesterday I am
instructed by my Government to repsat to you that the terms prop-
vsed by Lhem at Kandy take Into account the assistance redelved
beforé the collapss of the Japanese from the Slamese Resistanace
Movement, and represent the minimum that {n thelr opinion is
required to wipe out the past add to puvs the way for Slam's
early collaboration with the Alites. I am smpovered to, say
that when those terms have been acceptad you will find Hls
Mejesty's Gcvernment reasonable in their spplication anft in
their ultimate presentation to the pablio in the eventual formal
agreement.

At the same time I am to say,snd I have nc doubt you
will be able to make thls clear in thae proper quarter, that
if Ais Majestyis Government had had to deal with s Slendse
Government hesded by Marshal Pilbul, their terms would have
been very different from those proposed at “:ndy; that: Stanm
would in fact have been treated as an enemy country with all
that that implles, that is llke Germany and Japan,

Yours sinoerely,

i(Slgnod) H.R. BIRD,

H.E. Luang Pradist.
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L FORCES CLUB

8. HERBERT CRESCENT,
KNIGHTSBRIDGE,
LONDON, S.wW.1

17th December 1970

H.E. Net Pridi Banamyong,
E.c. 3 - 5,

17, rue Emile Dubois,
PARIS X1Ve,

Your Excellency,

It was the unanimous decision of the Committee that I should
write to express the wish that You would accept our invitation to be an
Honorary Member of this Club.

As you may know, the Club was formed in 1945 by and for those
who ‘served in Specinl Forces and who were engsged in resistance and
underground movements during the 1939/45 war.

It would give us, and all members of the Club, great pleasure
to learn that Your Excellency will accept this Honorary Membership, I
know that it would give particular ploasure to those members, both Thai
and British formerly in the Siam Country Section of Force 136 who in the
var years worked so closely with and received at all times such steadfast
support and encouragement from You.

This invitation is offered as e mark of our acknowledgement snd
high appreciation of the outstanding part played by Your Excellency in
promoting and sustaining the resistance movement which in days of peril
erd hazard rendered service %o Yoth - our countries.

I em, Your Excellency,

Yours sincerely,
CHAIRMAK, ~ __—
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Times 18/12/1946

A VISITOR FROM SIAM

Campaign of Luang Pradit
Lord Mountbatten’s Disclosures

Lord Mountbatten of Burma, lately Supreme Allied Commander,
South-East Asia, who was entertained at luncheon by the City Livery
Club yesterday at Sion College, described in his speech the great part
played by Luang Pradit, Senior Statesman of Siam, in the overthrow of
the Japanese army of occupation there. He elaborated in detail the
account published in The Times on December 22, almost a year ago,
and announced that Pradit, ‘one of the romantic figures of the war in
South-East Asia,” is due to arrive in England by the Queen Elizabeth
to-morrow morning.

Pridi Panomyong, Senior Statesman of Siam [Lord
Mountbatten said], is better known to the world as Luang Pradit, and
to many of us in S.E.A.C. by the code name of ‘Ruth’. He is paying a
short good will visit to this country as the guest of the Government,
and I hope we shall use the occasion to give him a very warm welcome.
For Pradit is one of the most romanic figures of the war in South-East
Asia. During the war, of course, his name could only be mentioned in
whispers and the whole story was ‘top secret’ — even now the British
public may be largely unaware of his exploits.
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When the Japanese overran Siam pradit was a member of
the Government, but refused to put his signature to the declaration of
waronus. Pibul. . . . ... .. ... ... knew he was one of
the most powerful and popular personalities in the country, and hopes
to make a figurechead of him by promoting him to the Council of
Regency. He accepted. Little did Pibul or the Japanese realize that from
the moment Pradit took on the job he began to organize and direct the
Siamese resitance movement.

Vanished Missions

We knew from various sources that Pibul was not having it all his own
way in Siam, but contact was very difficult, and it was hard to find out
what was really going on. Two missions from Pradit got lost on the
hazardous journey to China and were never seen again. At last a rendez-
vous was made. It coincided almost to the day with my own appoint-
ment as Supreme Commander. From that time on we were in constant
touch. It was a unique relationship, because a Supreme Allied Com-
mander was exchanging vital military plans with the head of a State
technically at war with us.

A force of Free Siamese, trained in this country and
operating with detachments of British V Force and Force 136 as well as
with American 0.S.S. Detachments, were parachuted in to help him.
Some were caught by Pibul's men and imprisoned. In order to allay
Japanese suspicious they remained norminally in prison, but had secret
meetings with Pradit and established wireless contact with my Com-
mand.

In January, 1945, he sent a body of his key resistance
leaders under the command of the present Foreign Minister of Siam for
consulations with me in Kandy. We got them out and back again by
seaplane, or by flying-boats. During our talks we laid concrete plans for
future action in conjunction with the main forces of my theatre. I had
constantly under review the need for Pradit himself to be flown out in
an emergency. By the end of the war he had organized sabotage and
guerrilla forces comprising some 60,000 fighting men and numerous
passive supporters, who were in positions at all the key strategic points
in Siam and poised to strike.

‘Never Failed Us’

I realized the difficulty he had to hold these forces in leash, but I had
also to keep in mind the tremendous danger of a premature move which
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would bring down crushing Japanese counter action and disturb my
strategic plans for the theatre as a whole. The strain imposed on Pradit
and the risks he ran for over three years were very formidable, but his
own discipline and that which he inspired in his followers won out. He
never failed us.

There are, I know, many who were prisoners of war in
Siam who have good reason to be grateful for Pradit’s good will to us.
So let us honour a man who has rendered high service to the allied
cause and to his own country, and who from my personal knowledge of
him is a firm advocate of Anglo-Siamese friendship. The chain of local
resistance to Japanese oppression in the occupiedlands of South-East
Asia had very few gaps in it, and one of the strongost links was forged
by Pradit in Siam. [Loud and prolonged cheers.]
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