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Avery Brundage, president of the 10C,
congratulates Dr. Hans-Jochen Vogel,
lord mayor of Munich.



The Idea

1.2

The Stimulus

Naturally Pierre de Fredy, Baron de Couber-
tin is the "Father of the Olympic Games".
The idea of staging them is much more than
an act of imitation. The scheme of the
Games is so precisely prescribed by the
Statutes of the International Olympic
Committee (hereafter I0C) that there is
scarcely any leeway left for creative imagi-
nation, necessary development and accom-
modation to progressive times. However,
the dimensions of this event are so great
that he who gets the notion to stage them
will not be spared the fear of his own
boldness.

Neither fantasy nor idealism are sufficient

to reach the idea of letting oneself compete
for the staging of the Games. The indispu-
table prerequisites must be there. According
to the IOC Statutes, § 51, the 10C selects

the city in which the Games will take place.
However, it must delegate the staging of the
Games to the National Olympic Committee
(hereafter NOC) in whose territory the city
chosen is located. This gives the respective
NOC such great importance that, as a rule,
the initiative for the application stems from
the NOC.

It is well known that the territory of a NOC
extends over an entire country and is not
limited to a single city. Seen from this
angle, the commission to stage the Games is
granted to the country to which the Olympic
city belongs. This is the site, but not the
organizer. Thus, it is clear that the 10C
would demand a statement of obligation
from the government of the host country in
which the government would guarantee
the observance of all the rules, pledge its
complete cooperation and promise to stage
the Games satisfactorily.

It is obvious that the sports movement in
the host country must enjoy a considerable
amount of respect already if the NOC can
persuade the government to sign that
guarantee. Such a pledge is connected with
roviding considerable financial resources.
n all pluralistic societies individual groups
are in a competitive position in claiming
state aid. One group's gain is anothergroup's
loss. Thus the enthusiasm for staging the
Olympic Games must have the wide support
of the entire population. This prerequisite
existed in the Federal Republic of Germany.

This inclination has deep roots. In the spring
of 1837, a young German scholar named
Ernst Curtius rode over the bridge at Lalaiko
Brook which was called Kladeos at the
time of the ancient Games. Here it occurred
to him, charmed by the magic of the land-
scape and enchanted by his fantasy of the
festival city of Olympia now sunken into
the earth, to excavate the ancient cultic
sites. Fifteen years later as a professor at
the University of Berlin he convinced the
government of the German Reich in a
compelling speech before a selected
audience on February 10, 1852 to sign a
treaty with the government of Greece
concerning the excavations at Olympia.
Ground was broken first in 1875. Curtius
witnessed the be inninﬂ of the excavations
and was able to share his admiration for
the i':tdrt treasures discovered with the entire
world.

After he had first acquired a great fortune
for himself, Heinrich Schliemann, the son

of a poor Mecklenburg villager, began the
exavations of Troy in 1870, Mycenae in
1874, and the now world famous tombs of
the kings. Because of him, the knowledge
of early Greek culture was expanded con-
siderably and a concept was formulated of
the prehistoric cultic games at Olympia.

The impression-filled visit to the field of
ruins ended for this friend of sports when
he stood with great disillusionment before
afour-meter high stone wall. After he walked
through the arched gate, through which the
athletes of antiquity entered the stadium,
he stood before the marble starting block
in which one could still see the grooves made
for the toes of the athletes. The wall of
mud began three meters beyond. And so it
remained until 1961. The treasures of art
and science later preserved in the Olympia
Museum were cut off from immediate con-
tact with animate bodY which indeed no-
were else was as absolutely indispensable
as on the soil of Olympia. The German
Sports League, i. e. the roof organization

of all German sports associations, and the
NOC for Germany appealed for a donation
to excavate the stadium of antiquity. These
resources enabled the excavations to conti-
nue. Now, nothing is lacking at the starting
block for the friend of sports. His eyes
wander over the gentle slopes of the
natural stadium to the second block at the
end of the track. The impression is created
that perhaps the most natural and the most
simple is most appropriate to the grandeur
of the games of antiquity in their golden
age.

The conceFt "Olympia" has deep roots in
Germany. It possesses wide-spread interest
in the area of athletics, not by special merit,
but rather by coincidence. Already in 1912
on the occasion of the Games in Stockholm
the 10C decided to entrust Berlin with the
celebration of the VIth Olympiad of the
modern era in 1916.

World War | caused good intentions to come
to naught. On May 26, 1930 the application
of Berlin for the Games was repeated at a
brilliant Olympic Congress. On May 13,
1931 the president of the IOC at that time,
Count Baillet-Latour announced to the cit
that it had been a(fpointed to be the site 0
the Xith Olympiad.

The memorandum of the later secretary
%eneraj of the Organizing Committee, Dr.
arl Diem, which he presented in October,
1932, and which was approved by the NOC,
contained all plans that eventually were
bro%ght into reality on the Reich Sports
Field. The NOC for the Federal Republic of
Germany could thus hope for a latent
readiness that the su?ﬁ:}estion to apply for
the staging of the XXth Olympic Games
would find approval and support on wide
levels of the population. However, this did
not explain the decision to do so. ldeas have
widely differentiated origins. Sometimes
they pop Lép spontaneously and sometimes
from varied and hidden sources. The Munich
Games owe their origin to the latter type of
source. A dangerous disintegration of the
ethical foundations of the Games of the
international sports and cultural world
began in the 1960's. The nationalistic
wrangling for medals, the falsification of
the Games to world prestige contests,
and finally, the charge of hypocrisy and
corruption in the area of an antiquated and
falsely understood amateurism threatened

the world Games. The dark picture of the
decline of an event which like no other had
found an echo in the world and had brought
the nations together began to emerge.

After the preceding explanation, it is under-
standable that the NOC for Germany
especially would feel itself obligated to
cooperate in the regeneration of the
Games: not with mere words, but by making
the sacrifices involved in the task of staging
the XXth Olympic Games and attempting to
make a contribution, however small it may
be, to the survival of the Olympic ideal.

1.2

The Preparation for the Application
The first steps to the realization of the idea
had to be taken very discreetly. It was
necessary to appraise whether the trust

of the rest of the world had been won back
again in the Federal Republic of German
so that an application for the staging of the
Olympic Games would not cause the
opposition of international public opinion.
It is only when their acceptance of the
invitation can be assured, that all nations
can be invited as guests. Further, the NOC
for the Federal Republic of Germany had to
find out carefully whether a chance existed
within the 10C for such an application.
Only when positive aspects were found
here, it began to request the Federal
Chancellor, Ieadin? politicians and other
persons capable of discrete judgment for
their opinions in this matter. Naturally,
there were doubts in this regard, since
there are social necessities, demands for
scientific research and education, urban
renewal and many other things opposed to
the expense incurred by the Olympic Games
in light of the disposition concerning the
gross national product of a society. A
positive judgment increasingly was
advanced after careful investigation. These
preliminary secret polls included, of

course, the consideration of which city in
the Federal Relpublic of Germany would be
the most suitable setting for the Games. The
IOC has provided a comprehensive infor-
mation sheet for cities which plan to apply
for the staging of the Olympic Games. It is
very helpful, but does not solve the gist of
the question of what precisely "suitable"
means, although the duties of the host city
are clearly listed in great detail. The deter-
mining factor is lacking in this information
sheet. And, of necessity, it should be lacking
because there is no common opinion as to
what sort of character the Olympic celebra-
tion should have.

Does one consider it to be some kind of a
popular festival where one is prepared,
within reasonable limits, to accept a certain
simplicity concerning the accommodations
of the participants and the spectators, as
was the case in ancient Olympia, or must
one provide apartments and luxury hotels?
Does one have to provide traffic facilities
so that people can drive their own cars
directly under the grandstands, or is the
provision of fast and convenient public
transportation sufficient?

Naturally, the competition sites are a
decisive factor in determining the suitabili-
ty of a city. The conditions of the grant
state that the city must either possess
"adequate" sports facilities or must declare
itself prepared to construct them. Twenty-six
specialized international sports federations,
one for each event, determine what is

23



® Paris

Istanbul S}

24

adequate. This results in twenty-six diffe-
rent groups having the right to" give their
opinion. These federations naturally wish to
have the best possible contest sites with
the most modern technical facilities and
seatin% for as many spectators as possible.
Thus the danger results that the demands
for perfection in toto will be ultimately
unattainable. In Munich, it came right to the
brink of that.

If the idea to make the first step in regenera-
ting the Olympic Games is to bear fruit,
then this was the first criterion for the
selection of the Olympic city: its suitability
for the celebration of the Olympic festival,
a festival which must be much more than the
adding-up of spectacular sports results.

The president of the NOC and the lord
mayor of Munich Hans-dochen Vogel met
on Octobers, 1965. The particular suitability
of Munich for the staging of the XXth
Olympiad was certified at this conference.
Not only this, but also the readiness of the
lord mayor to empIoY himself and his city
with every resource for the idea and its
success was pledged at this time.

A series of particularly fortunate circum-
stances indubitably were in favor of the
selection of Munich. The city was big enough
to accommodate the guests, but not so
large that Olympia would be lost, as in a
megalopolis. It was surrounded by recrea-
tion centers and tourist trade areas capable
of accommodating the overflow of visitors
and giving the festival site a connection
with nature. As a city of the arts and
Muses, Munich had a long and famous
tradition: four philharmonic orchestras,
twenty-three museums and collections
(some of which are world famous), and
seventeen theaters were in a position to
offer visitors a wide variety of cultural
opportunities. Munich was able to fulfil in
a very special way the demand of § 31 of
the 10C Statutes which states that the fine
arts program must have the same high
standard as the athletic one. And last, but
not least, Munich was a beautiful city with
many sacred and profane buildings from
practically every epoch and style. Basi-
cally game scores do not require the
addition of the beautiful. Beauty is indispen-
sable to an Olympic festival, however.
Naturally, there were serious problems in
Munich as in every other large modern city.
Munich increased by about 30,000 inhabi-
tants each year. It would have 1,325,000
residents b% 1972 and one must account
for about 600,000 vehicles each day in the
“outer ring" including commuters and
through traffic.

Even at the time of the first discussions the
methods and means of traffic were hardly
adequate for normal traffic. A high estimate
related that a peak of 160,000 visitors was a
realistic calculation for the accesses to and
from the contest sites.

The precarious traffic situation had the ad-
vantage, on the other hand, that a thorough
reorganization of transportation had to be
undertaken with the impetus given by the
Olympic Games and the construction of
already planned public means of transpor-
tation was to be expedited so that they
would be completely ready for service in
time for the Games: a north-south subway,
an underground connection from the main
railroad station with the east railroad station

and a subway spur to the center of the sports
sites. Corresponding measures were to be
made for street traffic.

On December 31, 1965 the deadline set up
by the I0C arrived for the applications for
the staging of the XXth Olympic Summer
Games. It was high time to end the phase
of confidential inquiries and preliminary
conferences, to cause the respective
corporate bodies to make their decisions
and to start the dissemination of public
information. There was a sudden burst
of activity due to the rapidly approaching
deadline. The federal government gave the
uarantee demanded by the 10C on
ecember 8, 1965. The Free State of
Bavaria followed suit on December 14.
The NOC for Germany aPR/IrOVEd the
application of the City of Munich at its
%eneral assembly of December 18, 1965.
he municipal parliament of the City of
Munich agreed to the proposal of the lord
mayor after an exhaustive debate on
December 20, 1965 with the words "the
Capital City of Munich applies for the
staging of the 1972 Olympic Summer
Games". Although the 10C extended the
deadline for applications to January 20,
1966 in the meantime, the application
document was submitted to the 10C on
December 30, 1965.

The final decision was to be reached at the
I0C meeting in Rome in April, 1966.

1.3

The Decision of the 10C

On April 17, a team of employees of the
Munich Tourist Office set up a contact
station and a forty square meter exhibit in
Rome as allowed to every competitor by the
IOC. In the focal point of this exhibit stood
a 17 meter long and 2.70 meter hié;h
panorama of the city and in the middle of
this a model of the stadium which had been
developed up to the building stage, but
later would be built otherwise within the
framework of a more comprehensive plan.



Lord Mayor Dr. Hans Jochen Vogel
presented the application of his city at the
64th session of the I0C on April 25, 1967
asfollows:

"Mr. President my esteemed ladies and
gentlemen! You were very friendly to
allow me the opportunity to present you
with Munich's application personalllg. For
this, | thank you. However, | also thank the
cities who are competing with us in the fair
manner in which this pre-Olympic compe-
tition is being staged.

| know how valuable your time is. | also
know that very many of you know Munich
personally — whether from private visits

or from the 55th session of your Committee
which took place in Munich from May 22
to 27, 1959. Thus, | will forego giving you a
general description of my city. Moreover, |
would like to accent only a few viewpoints
which could be of special importance for
your decision. The following points are
noteworthy in view of the technical and
organizational development of the Games:
1. The most important sports facilities, na-
mely, the large stadium, the large sport hall,
the swimming hall, the cycling race track,
another hall and the Olympic Village are
located at Oberwiesenfeld - a green area
located only four kilometers from the center
ofthe city. The distances between the village
and the sports facilities are only a few
hundredmeters on the average. Thus Munich
will present the Games with short paths.

2. Munich possesses more than twenty
practice stadiums, as well as numerous
additional sports sites. They are available for
training besides Oberwiesenfeld and make
it possible to provide almost every nation
with its own facility.

3. Munich possesses excellent communi-
cations and transportation connections. In
addition, there is a ground station for tele-
vision transmissions by way of news
satellites at Munich's very doorstep.
Programs originating in Munich can be
broadcast immediately to America. In 1972
one of the centers for color television will
be working in Munich. It can be expected
that there will be large incomes from the
television rights. In distributin? these royal-
ties the recommendations of the 10C will,
of course, be followed.

4. The financing of the Games is guaranteed
by the agreements binding the federal go-
vernment and the Slate of Bavaria. The
City has produced important preliminary
services already. The cost ofthe participants'
stay will amount to six dollars per person
perday, orless. But Munich does not wish to
be an anonymous machine that accompli-
shes the smooth-running externals of the
scheme of the Games. Munich would like
to make possible the meetin}q' of the parti-
cipants and visitors among themselves
and with the city and its residents. It would
also like to give the Games a special
cultural stamp. For this, Munich presents
two fundamental prerequisites. Munich is a
city of %oun people and ofsports. More than
one fifth of its inhabitants were born after
1945. In 1972 more than two fifths of all
Munichers will be under the age of thirty.
And sporting is a mass movement in Munich.
Every tenth Municher belongs to a sports
club, and every third is actively involved in
at least one sort of sport.

Munich is a living center of art and culture.
Munich possesses innumerable valuable
collections and cultural monuments as wit-
nesses of its eight hundred year long

history. In addition, it has numerous institu-
tions for the continuation of the arts, of
which | would like to name only the opera,
seventeen play houses, four symphonic and
many other orchestras, ten national and
municipal art galleries and assorted mu-
seums.

Drawing from all these sources, Munich has
suggested a rich cultural program which
ought to bind itself with the sports program
as a unity. | would like to mention two more
things openly:

There is the question of the free access to
the Olympic Games and the problem of the
flags, anthems and emblems. Thus | would
like to state that our government in a
memorandum dated December 7, 1965
finally and resolutely stated that it would
guarantee every participant of the 1972
Olympic Games unhindered passage. Ente-
ring and leaving the country will be possible
without passport and customs controls as
was practised already in the autumn of 1963
on the occasion ofthe session ofthe IOC
in Baden-Baden. In all other questions the
practice will be according to the rules
approved by the 10C.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen !

Pierre de Coubertin, the father of the
modern Olympic Games, once formulated
the Or?/mpic idea for our times: "In addition
fo perfect organization it needs still some-
thing else: the presence of the guiding
spirits, cooperation ofthe muses, culture and
beauty, all the splendor that belongs to the
powertful effect ofa symbol." Munich is con -
vinced that it can contribute to the realiza-
tion of this ideal. Thus I direct myself to
you in the name of my fellow Munichers,
who have recently elected me for another
six-year term, to entrust the 1972 Olympic
Games to the City of Munich."

Afterthe speech a thirteen-minute colorfilm
entiled "Invitation to Munich" was shown
within the framework of the application.

Its theme included the beauty of the City
or Munich, its surroundings, the representa-
tion of the arts and of cultural sites and the
preparationswhich had already begunfor
the Games.

The president of the NOC, Dr. h. c. Willi
Daume, finished Munich's application with
thefollowingaddress:

"Mr. President, my distinguished collea-
gues! | have bad luck in that you have had
fo listen patiently to seven speeches al-
ready. This one will be the eighth. | believe
it's not a bad one, but it will last ten mi-
nutes. This isjust a little too much. You
know me, and 7you know Munich, as | be-
lieve it to be. Thus you should not be sur-
prised when | recommend that you vote for
Munich. Everything that the City of Munich
has presented as reality has been investi-
gated carefully by the NOC for Germany and
by myself. We have not found any exaggera-
tions in any statements, but rather noticed
understatement in some points. Conscious
of the responsibility connected with this,

| can assume the full guarantee for all
statements and promises made by the City
of Munich. The lord mayor of Munich has
commented on the political aspects in a
well-balanced manner and with all frank-
ness. Here | find myselfin complete agree-
ment with him. | am glad that the German
problem did not cause any concerns for you,
especially during this session. The harmo-
nious procedure at our consultations up to
this time has made this clear. And it will be
the foremost aim of the Games in Munich
to make the idea of Olympic cooperation
between East and West, among old and
young nations, and between the fine arts and
sports, a reality.

And it appears to me that there is still one
more point that speaks for Munich: hardly
anﬁl other German city has so many bonds to
other cities throughout the whole world.
Munich maintains sincere relations with
Edinburgh and Bordeaux, with Cincinnati
and Leningrad, with Verona and Bombay.

People say that cities are characterized in
certain personalities. When | search for a
personality for Munich. | think of our friend,
Karl Ritter von Halt. He was a Municher
and personified the best characteristics of
our city. | can say here on behalf of the
young German generation what | also be-
lieve. This is not a problem of contemporary
history which we cannot and do not want to
specify. It is a concern which comes from
our hearts.

And with all humility and sincerity | be
you: accept our invitation to celebrate the
Games of the XXth Olympiad 1972 with us
in Munich!"

On the following day, April 26, the I0C
decided amongthe applications of the four
cities of Detroit, Madrid, Montreal, and
Munich. Munich was chosen with the
necessary majority on the second ballot as
the site for staging the Games of the XXth
Olympiad. The first part of the Idea, to carry
out the Olympic Games in Munich, was to
become reality. The much more difficult
second part, to develop the conception, to
arrangethe Gamesonahuman level witha
carefree atmosphere andto be a good host,
was now to be taken up. Only if this suc-
ceeded could the deeper motive for the
application for the Games be made recog-
nizable and the candidature bejustified
before the population of Germany and the
world-wide public.
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Model presented at the time of Munich's
application in 1966
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1.4

The Conception

Accordin% to the IOC Statutes, it appears
that the Ol mﬁic Games are specified in
every detail like the script for a film: the
number of participants per nation for each
event; the number of the honorary box seats
that have to be reserved according to the
ranks of the sports hierarchy from A to G;
the manner in which the main stadium and
its surrounding area are to be decorated with
flags; the spot for the flagpole of the
Olympic flag; the order of the nations for
the march into the stadium; the exact words
which the head of state may say at the
opening; and a multitude of other trivia of
which one can say only that they appear to
overdo it and exclude the host's own ideas.
Thus, if the old saying is true that the master
is first seen in his limitations, then it is
applicable in any attempt to give the Games
a special accent.

Coubertin was a realist and recognized from
the very beginning that the national Olympic
committees would not always be in a posi-
tion to control the constantly increasing
tasks involved in organizing the Games, due
to the types of their current duties and their
personal make-up. Indeed, the sovereignty
of the NOC of the host country is certified
in the statutes of the 10C in that the staging
of the Games is entrusted to the NOC, but
at the same time the statutes specify that the
NOC may choose an organizing committee
that, once it has been installed and legiti-
mized in relation to the 10C, represents
the NOC, is immediately responsible to the
I0C and no Ion%er stands in a dependent
re(ljationship to the NOC which has appoin-
ted it.

The NOC for Germany on Ma¥ 10, 1966
chose the "Or anlzm? Committee for the
Games of the XXth Olympiad" (hereafter
OC?], as the official title ran. It was extended
in the following years, elected an executive
board for itself and set up the necessary
special commissions for the execution of
particular duties. The president of the NOC
took over the chairmanship and its three
vice-presidents were the lord mayor of the
City of Munich, the minister of education
and culture of the Free State of Bavaria
and the minister of the interior of the Federal
Republic of Germany. This filling of offices
corresponded to the proportioning of the
costs at that time of one third to each

of the territorial governin_cr; bodies:

federal, state, and city. (The proportion was
altered later to 50 % for the Federal
Republic of Germany and 25 % each for the
Free State of Bavaria and the City of
Munich.)

In order to demonstrate that the entire popu-
lation of the Federal Republic of Germany
stood behind the idea of the Games in
Munich, an advisory council was formed from
the representatives of the main social
groups — political parties, trade unions,
commerce organizations, churches, youth
groups, etc. The current federal chancellor
was honorary president.

According to tradition, the president of the
Federal Republic of Germany acted as the
patron of the Games of the XXth Olympiad.

When the lord mayor of Munich cited
Coubertin during his application speech,
he stated that according to the opinion of
the founder of the modern Olympic Games,






they need, in addition to perfect organization,
the presence of the leading spirits, and the
cooperation of the muses, of culture and of
beauty. But, what Coubertin had failed to
mention, was that they also need experien-
ced business administrators, finance
experts, traffic specialists and other
qualified advisors. The most important
criterion for their suitability to contribute to
the task was their enthusiasm for the cause
of Olympia, in addition to their knowledge-
ability and personality.

The spirits for whose cooperation the OC
asked made themselves available in un-
expectedly large numbers; almost everyone
with a name and respect in Germany offered
their support. But the sulkers' corner re-
mained occupied also. The prejudice "cul-
ture-hating sports”, the "Olympic lie", and
the perceived "battle for medals" did not
succumb completely to the sentiments of
the vast majority of the population of the
Federal Republic of Germany. What oppo-
sition remained was still so great, however,
that if one were ready to admitthat the Games
were an athletic, moral and social success,
he would have to say that it was the
success of all the good spirits who

made themselves available, each in his
own way.

Caught between the narrow steel bars of
the Statutes of the 10C, and in financial
matters limited by what was justifiable and
attainable, there remained only a very small
leeway for a conception of the Munich
Games. It was found in the idea of the
"carefree Games". The announcement of
this theme produced a wave of misunder-
standing, both intentional and unintentional,
as well as constructive and vicious criticism.
The modern world finds it especially diffi-
cult to recognize in genuine carefreeness
the grandeur, the truly human and. . . the
Olympic.

However, just as the slight turn of a screw
can adjust a distorted loudspeaker and
cause It to emit a clear and pleasant

sound, so too the same success can be
achieved atlarge events. Firstofall, however,
each element must fit into the overall
conception.

The main, supporting features which cause
an Olympic festival to succeed or to fail
include the following: the Olympic Village,
the press center, the traffic, the visual
layout, the ceremonies, the manner and
scheme of the cultural program, and -
naturally most important — the festival loca-
tion itself, i. e., the stage (slg for the perfor-
mance of the competitions. Perhaps it ought
to be added that a free-running organiza-
tion, worthy of its name, does not operate
like a machine, but rather has room for the
spontaneous human reactions of the parti-
cipants and the spectators and does not
sacrifice the festivities for the schedule.
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1.5

Its Main Parts

The construction of the Olympic Village
was one of the most difficult and costly
tasks. Even the word "village" implies a
roomy living complex, lots of green areas,
with bunga ow-ltg/pe housing afar from the
noisy crowds. But to provide for 12,000
inhabitants - and this number has the right
tobeaccommodated inthe OlympicVillage-
dining rooms, theaters and movie houses,
amusement areas and houses of worship
are also needed. The more spacious the
Olympic village is, the greater the problem
of access becomes for the inhabitants of the
community areas. The Olympic Summer Ga-
mes can be celebrated now only in a large
city because of a whole range of complexi-
ties. For example, what large city, except
for a few, still has the free spaces available
for the erection of a truly village-like
Olympic village? And even if it does, the
cost of purchasing the site can be prohibi-
tively expensive. An Olympic village which is
located at a distance from the sports sites
causes great difficulties for the partici-
pants. They will prefer one that is con-
veniently located and is at the same time
more practical and economical.

If precedence is given to the condition that
the living quarters be as near as possible
to the sports sites and the center of the
city, then a modern high-rise housing style
will have to be chosen. This decision
naturally is subject to the condition that
these living quarters will have a reasonable
utilization after the Olympics.

The architects who were entrusted with the
construction of the Olympic living quarters
knew how to create good conditions for
social contacts and meetings despite the
nature of high-rises. They relegated motor
traffic to an underground level so that the
area above it became a tremendous
Eedestrlan area with green spaces, a
usiness area for window-shoppingh,
amusements, theaters, and every other type
of convenience. The idea, developed in the
so-called "optimizing method" with the
cooperation of leading architects, sociolo-
ists and other scientists and artists from
uropean and non-European countries, has
proven successful. The participants
treasured this village-like city living a great
deal. The making of human contacts was
easier, less pressured and more intensified
than it would have been in a spread- out
village. The post-Olympic usability has also
proven to be satisfactory. This housing
development has attracted modern,
¥outhfu| families with a completely unique
ife style, with an understanding for con-
dominiums and for preservation of the
environment. The same is true for the
adjacent women's Olympic village, which
could be built as bungalows. A students'
self-help organization has taken it over and
it fulfills its purpose in this manner ideally.

A comprehensive and international enter-
tainment program provided the necessary
distraction from too strong a fixation on
the contests in the Olympic Village. All

in all, the Olympic Village fulfilled its role
for the presentation of the carefree Games
in a pleasant way.

The news media are a world power. They
have to be provided with the best working
conditions in the interest of the cause which
they serve; however, this is also a rule of

reason. What was planned and executed
by the OC in this regard will be covered
elsewhere. Newsmen are only human,
however. Under normal conditions they
reflect only reality; if they are angered or
ignored they tend to distort. Carefreeness
cannot tolerate distortion; it forges a nega-
tive caricature. The Olympic Games needed
a good image. The facilities that were
planned and provided for the mass media
were an essential factor of the overall
concept, "Carefree Games".

Another important part of the overall con-
celpt was the arts program. Solemn Games
will misuse art; prosaic or overly prosaic
Games can do without art, but carefree
Games cannot omit it. The Olympic move-
ment possesses a misguided notion of art.
Coubertin passionately wanted "to reconcile
the estranged spouses, muscle and soul". He
could not sit still until he pushed through
the staging of art contests in 1912 - against
the better judgement of the Swedish
Academy of Fine Arts — which resulted in a
fiasco in regard to the quality of the works.
It was not much different at the Games of
1920, 1924, 1928, 1932, 1936 and finally
in 1948. Indeed, the greatest artists of the
time sat on the jury benches, but the par-
ticipants seldom belonged to the elite.
There are a number of reasons for this.
What remains from Coubertin's unrealistic
idea today in the Statutes of the 10C is
stated in § 31. It reads that the OC - with
the approval of the IOC — should stage
exhibits and presentations of the fine arts
of the host country. The limitation to
"national fine arts" is another superfluous
detail in the IOC Statutes since cosmo-
politanism can certainly do no harm and,
quite to the contrarK, is in keeping with the
basic principle of the Olympic movement.
Besides, art is never "national" in the true
meaning of this word.

The Munich OC decided to plan more along
the lines of the Olympic ideal than accor-
ding to the letter of the 10C Statutes.
This also corresponded to the traditions of
art-loving Munich which has a wealth of
high-quality artistic resources, both in
terms of materials and persons, that were
employed also for the Games; but the city
has always been open to the global and
universal. The city would not have been
able to renounce these characteristics,
especially at the Olympic Games.

The arrangement of the arts ﬁrogram was
done with great care and with the decisive
cooperation of world famous artists. The
task of relaxing the competitive character
of the Games was included in this tprogram
according to plan. Aside from the fact

that great art belongs to the world and to
no single nation, artistic achievements
cannot be measured and in the long run
escape comparison. One does not compare
the Milan Scala's rendition of the Messa
da Requiem with that of the Leipzig Tho-
maner Choir nor with the presentation by
the NHK Symphony Orchestra of Tokyo;
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, London,
with the Berlin Ensemble of the GDR; the
National Oq_era of Sofia with the New York
City Ballet. The list is by no means complete.
The choice international presentations just
mentioned demonstrate that nations have
achievements in things other than sports
which are sometimes in danger of being
overrated at Olympic Games. A folklore
festival especially should offer an oppor-

tunity to demonstrate the high level of
culture in those nations whose harvest of
%old medals has yet been small. Les
allets Martiniquais, the Groupes Folk-
loriques du Royaume du Maroc, the
Korean Folk-Art Group, the Ballet Folk-
lorico Alicaman of Chile, the Ballet Folc-
lorico Mexicano and many others have
met expectations and achieved the goal
planned for them in the conception.

In addition to many other performances, the
exhibit "World Cultures and Modern Art"
kept the same goal in mind, only with
bigger, really world encompassing aspects.
This was witnessed by the more than
200,000 visitors who viewed the exhibit.

It was the most important of many Olym-
pic exhibitions.

Finally about 2,000 participants came to
Munich for the Scientific Congress on
"Sports in our Times: Its Chances and
Problems", which took place at the time
of the Games. For the first time this Science
Congress was set up as an interdisciplinary
congress. Until then the physicians and
the pedagogues always gathered separately
on the occasion of the Olympic Games.
Indeed, sport needs the illumation of
science in each of its fields. But what is
sport supposed to do if, for example, the
pedagogues say that the Olympic Games
stimulate the nationalistic and aggressive
drives while the behavior researchers
maintain that this drive has been so en-
grained in human beings for thousands of
years that man will need long spans of
time — if ever at all —to overcome this trait.
Events at which this aggfressive drive is
very much sublimated, like at the Olympic
Games, for instance, are simply absolutely
necessary. In such a situation sport can say,
"with prophets to the left of him, prophets
to the right of him, the child of the world
stands in the middle". Here as in other
areas science must come to common
decisions so that these can become rele-
vant to sports. An integrated scientific
convention at which each discipline had
to pose its statements to the others was
the need of the times. It was unusually
successful, received recognition by the
entire scientific world and was attended
b?/ individuals with a comprehensive range
of experience.



1.6
Assistance and Self-help
One cannot talk about a conception and not
mention the cost factor. Indeed in modern
industrial societies to a great extent it
has become the general practice to develop
ood and some not so good ideas and let
the public raise the necessary funds to
execute them. This practice may be accep-
table if there is an indubitable social nee
standing behind the planning. Whether the
staging of the Olympic Games was such a
need will surely raise doubts. Therefore,
no conception for the Olympic Games
should be formulated without considera-
tion of ways and means of raising as great
agomon of the money as possible by the
OC. The first, a rough superficial estimate
of the financial needs came into a life of
its own in the same way that famous
authors admit that the characters they
have invented develop their personalities
during the writing process. It is very much
the same way with ideas. They continue
to develop quite by themselves, especial-
ly when great personalities and artists
have been enlisted to plan along, such as
happened in Munich.

The Olympic Games in Munich cost 1,972
million DM. Such figures are frightening,
but are as confusing as the still greater
sums officially expended for the Games

in other cities since the greater part of this
money had been used to completely
renovate these cities. Of the 1,972 million
DM costs incurred in Munich, 711,250,000
DM were used for the inner structuring of
the City of Munich and 638,750,00 DM
for sports construction projects. The organi-
zation, i. e., the preparations and the
staging of the Games cost 527 million DM.
Of the total costs, the OC raised about

2/3, more precisely 1,286 million DM.
Around 700 million DM were covered by
minting a 100 million issue of commem-
orative ten-mark coins. It did not burden
the money market. The coins have been
hoarded by collectors throughout the
world. 420 million DM were gained from
two lotteries. These lotteries also had a
little bit of the character of a "popular vote"
for or against the Olympic Games. The
fact that they were among the most suc-
cessful everarranged in the Federal Re-
publik of Germany, expresses the degree
of popularity of the Olympic ideal in
Germany. Additional funds were received
from the sale of entrance tickets and the
commercial evaluation of the emblem.

An account must be continued down to the
final line. Thus it is necessary to mention
that a team of experts has calculated that
about 250 million DM of Olympic-related
income have flowed back to the public
authorities through taxes. According to
this, there results the following outline of
costs: Total cost: 1,972 million DM; paid
by the OC: 1,286 million DM; portion paid
by the public authorities gederal govern-
ment 50%, Free State of Bavaria and the
Cil\tX of Munich, each 25%) = 686 million
DM. Subtracting 250 million DM repaid
in taxes leaves an actual cost of 436 million
DM to the public authorities. On the credit
side, there are the newly constructed
facilities in Munich and Kiel with a value
of 1,445 million DM (according to the
price index of 1970). Therefore the plan-
ning concept for the XXth Olympiad was
not in the least a design to plunder the
pocketbooks of other groups of society.

1.7

The Festival Location and the Festival
As the first chapter of the "Official Report"
is dedicated to the idea and its conception,
there is good reason to conclude it with a
description of the stage on which the
festival took place. O)Ielmﬁic Park, created
for the Games of the XXth Olympiad, was
that part of the overall concept that decided
successorfailure.

One can say only that many especially
fortunate circumstances made it possible
to create this park. First of all, there was
the ve(rjy land. It was at one time the parade
grounds of the Munich garrison. Once the
military gets a hold on something, it does
not let go right away. Thus it became a big
vacant lot loaded with the debris of the
city, without any charming landscape and
was used neither as a construction site

nor for any other purpose. It is located in
the industrialized northern part of Munich,
a region which is a little like the step-child
of an otherwise beautiful City. Sooner or
later recreation areas had to be built there
for the people living in the vicinity. Some-
thing also had to be done for the Institute
of Physical Education of the largest
German university, i. e., Munich since it
had only such ramshackle facilities that it
could not postpone movinP into a large
modern installation. Finally, Munich had
neitheralarge stadium nora correspondingly

large sports hall. Foryears the city Flanned
and decided to build both. It is seldom
that so many favorable circumstances
coincide to make a justified generous
solution for the construction of an Olympic
stage possible. The task assigned was a
secular one. Now the appeal went out to
the spiritual elite to cooperate in the pre-
parations for the Munich Games. The res-
ponse to this appeal was immediate. Al-
though time was pressing, a great deal of
time was reserved for contemplation. Thus,
it was decided to set up a competition for
an overall design instead of %etting involved
in individual designs for the large struc-
tures needed, such as the stadium and the
sportshalls.

The design by Architect Glinter Behnisch
and Associates presented a fascinating
solution whose essential characteristics
are as follows.

The landscape was altered completely.
For the first time modern technology,
which has destroyed so much nature already,
was used to rearrange a new landscape, to
create a new nature, to change a level area
into hills and dales, to lay out a lake with
green shores gracefullK sloping down to it
and forums set up on higher and lower
elevations as places for unconstrained
encounters. Gunther Grzimek, a congenial
master gardener, gave life to this formerly
desolate landscape with some high and

some low green plantings all in motion.
He created a "nature", which is adequate
for the large city dweller estranged from
nature; a landscape that he can sense "his"
nature and one, it was hoped, that would
be accepted by Munichers. Atthe same time,
the large structures seemed to be embedded
into this simultaneously contrasty and har-
monious landscape, as foreseen in the
design by Behnisch. Consider the large
stadium, which is the smallest of the newly
built stadiums for Olympic Games and has
a capacity of only 80,000 spectators. A good
half of it is sunk into the ground. Thus the
large structures %]rew out of the landscape,
not like concrete hulks against the compa-
ratively midget-like people. They rather
became a part of the landscape and the
entire panorama stayed at a human level.

The total effect was enhanced in various
ways by the creations of the famous de-
signer, Otl Aicher: by form and color, for
example, of the seats in the sports sites; by
the colorful pictograms, which elevated the
ﬁiqture language of the wide-spread to the
eights of graciousness; by the stands with
flags and banners, in ever recurring shades
of light blue, green, yellow and ocher; by
the similarly colorful clothing of the
organizers,referees,controllers,securit?/
people and many more details. Naturally
all of this existed at first only as blueprints
and as a model that people could look at.
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How would it be if the structures, put into
reality, would look down at the people, as
all great architecture does?

The suggestion by Behnisch was unusual
just for the fact that it needed a highly
developed imagination to recognize its
uniqueness. If the jury had not had a
superior sense of imagination, thanks to the
cooperation of great architects and artists,
most likely ordinary, cheaper and more
obvious solutions would have been prefer-
red. A democracy also needs the authority
of a minority of personalities who have
proven their stature through achievement,
in order to come to correct decisions.

The most critical part of this ﬁrize-winning
design was the tent roof which would hover
over a major part of the grounds and struc-
tures. Made up of many waves and folds,
it completed the landscape, included the
large structures within itself, made corners
and areas with benches more intimate and
always joined these areas to the entire
ensemble thanks to its trans(Parency. It was
only this roof which created a flowing
transition between the landscape and the
closed spaces of the buildings.

It took a great deal of courage and inner
conviction to put this concept through
despite scheming opposition, and people
who "knew better". Buton August 26, 1972
when the site of the festival was presented
to visitors and critics at the opening cere-
mony, when OIKmpic Park wore its festive
decorations in happy colors, when the
nations marched in to strains of folk music
and the melodies of every country and
nationality instead of military marches, and
finally when three thousand boys and girls
with flowers and wreaths danced the gree-
ting to youth it was there, coming from the
depths,H'eered and despised carefreeness,
a hint of a relaxed festival! Then Olympia
was perceivable, where the game stands
equal to the results and the achievements,
and the human being as a neighbor before
the record.

Seldom has proof of how much applied
architecture and landscape layout can
contribute to people's well-being, been so
brilliantly produced as at the Munich
Games. Spectators did not merely stream
into the Olympic Park for the contests and
scurry away afterwards. They and thousands
of others let themselves merge into the
Olympic landscape, feel the Olympic at-
mosphere and take time to linger. They
wandered on the park paths and lawns in
loose groups, lay down in the cool dales,
played with their children, bargained with
the exotic jewelrg sellers, enjoyed a world
without "KEEP OUT" signs, enlivened the
shores of the lake, and met Iﬁ)eople from
Africa, Asia, North and South America,

the South Seas, some in picturesque garb,
and even their own European neighbors,
without evaluating nations!

One more point: the visitor also belongs to
the festivities with his mood and his fair-
ness. The visitor is more than a mere passive
receiver. We wanted to take the free time
between the Games just as seriously as the
scheme of events. We set ourselves the
task of creating a place of understanding,
of genuine communication on a level
above the rational, of solidarity, a place to
communicate without big words. | have
mentioned our colors already; they were
those of peace and casual carefreeness.
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They should be guards against solemnity
and heroic exaggeration. They should shine
through in the concerns about thousands of
details always and ever, and make the
people who met at the Munich Olympics
conscious that we want to understand
their claim for a humane world. We wanted
to provide everything so as not to give the
opponents of sports an opportunity to
criticize the behavior of the masses at major
events. This line was to be held even down
to the annoyances of the sports bureau-
crac?/,.such as identification papers, forms,
meal tickets, etc. And even the prescribed
ceremonial should not be just an outline
for a celebration, it should demand creati-
vity with a flair for the modern, without
breaking the rules and honorable traditions.
We also wanted to overcome the rigidness
and frigidity of modern electronics without
which nothing operates anymore. However,
those who expected games of electronic
communication were to find human
communication instead.

Naturally the final question is whether the
Munich conception for the Games actually
pointed the way out of Olympic stagnation
and disillusionment and whether there is
a chance for relaxed Games. The spectators
and the participants have already given

the answer. Every great athlete was enthu-
siastically applauded, independent of race,
nationality, or his origin from East or West.
The Americans did not feel themselves
humiliated because the Russians rather than
they stood at the top in the evaluation of
the nations. And the Federal Republic of
Germany did not feel itself conquered by the
German Democratic Republic. All this is in
no way obvious, as the past has shown.

If the Olympic festival in Munich could have
been carried out to the very end as planned,
without the terrible act of terror, with the
closing ceremony which would have caught
onto the theme of the carefree Games more
intensely, all that has been said above
would have appeared much more clearly.
In spite of everything, one year after the
Games the great Olympic Congress in
Varna came to an end with good hopes and
much optimism for the continuation and
effectiveness of the Olympic idea — against
all predictions. Perhaps Munich has made a
modest contribution to this result.
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2.1

Security in the Olympic Village

The Games of the X%th Olympiad should
have proceeded in a serene, unconstrained
and peaceful fashion. The architecture, the
visual confi%uration and the organization
expressed this idea. The security concep-
tion also had to adjust itself to this

idea, although its planning provided that
its effectiveness would not thereby be
impaired. This was no place for an absolute
priority to be given to every conceivable
aspect of security or for a total presence of
heavily armed police. Barbed wire and
machine guns would not have been appro-
priate for the creation of a peaceful atmos-
phere of international encounter at the
Olympic contests, nor could these give the
world at large a true picture of the Federal
Republic of Germany. Military uniforms
were not desired; as opposed to this, the
sport clothing worn by the surveillance
personnel was to have created a cheerful
climate and would have discreetly blended
into the Olympic rainbow of color. The same
concept was also valid for the Olympic
Village. ltsarrangement, security and acces-
sibility fitted into the overall image of the
Olympic facilities. These should be no en-
closed fortress with walls, barbed wire and
watchtowers. There had never been such a
completely enclosed village at previous
Olympic Games. Therefore, only a two-
meter high wire-nettin%fence closed off the
Olympic Village from the outside.

A civil security service wearing friendly,
light blue uniforms was created. It was
composed essentially of officers who were
sportsmen or interested in sports, recruited
from the ranks of the police or the border
patrol and who had volunteered for this
duty. From the outset, this security service
already possessed a solid police training
but was especiaIIY trained for the fulfill-
ment of its special duties at the Olympic
Village. The security force was intended to
— protect the Village from trespassing

by unauthorized persons and exercise a

general access control function;

— settle minor disruptions of order in the
Village;

— intervene in cases of criminal activity
and hand over such cases to the criminal
police watch stationed in the Olympic
Village for further action;

— control traffic; and

— exercise a certain preventive influence
by constant patrolling.

The security service was divided into small
units of men and women, who served four
tours of duty. OnIP/ the night-shift was
armed (with pistols).

2.2

Security Precautions for the Israeli
Sportsmen

Before and during the Olympic Games the
various authorities received a large num-
ber of reports which announced distur-
bances and actions with political motives
in a direct, probable or non-exclusive
connection with the Olympic Games and
their participants and visitors. They
contained, however, scarcely any concrete
clues concerning a time, place or parti-
cular object of such deeds. The responsible
authorities investigated these reports. There
was no specific evidence of danger to the
Israeli sportsmen or equipment. Neverthe-
less, representatives of the police planning
staff conducted a series of meetings with

agents from the Israeli embassy and the
Israeli Olympic team from a time beginning
several months before the Olympic Games.

On August 9, 1972 an Israeli security
attache was briefed by the authorized
police security authority in Munich con-
cerning the security measures for Israeli
honored guests and the Israelj Olympic
team. The structure and organization of
the Olympic Village and the primary respon-
sibility of the security service in the area
of the domestic_right of the OC were ex-
plained to him. The participants in this
meeting were in agreement that no concrete
indications of any sort concerning distur-
bances or assassination plots against
Israeli sportsmen or visitors were evident.
Dissatisfaction of the Israeli security autho-
rities with the scope of the planned se-
curity measures was not discernible.

On August 24, 1972 the final condition of
the security situation in the area of public
order and protection of personnel was once
more discussed in conjunction with the
participation of the State Office for Con-
stitutional Protection. Although no con-
crete indication of any sort of threat to

the Israeli Olympic team or Israeli guests
was evident, a further meeting between a
representative of the police command
staff of Munich and a representative of the
delegation of the Israeli team took place on
the same day. They agreed on the security:
— of the Israeli accommodations in the

Olympic Village;
— of the Israeli delegation at the youth
camp;

— of the Israeli journalists;

— of the Studio 4 at the German Olympic
Center during the transmission periods
forlsraelitelevision;

— of the religious services at the church
center of the Olympic Village on the
occasion of the Jewish New Year
Festival, September 8 and 9, 1972.

Once again on August 25,1972, an on-site-
inspection in the company of a representa-
tive of the police and the security service
at the Olympic Village took place at the
suggestion of a representative of the
Israeli delegation. On this occasion once
more there were no recognizable indications
of an attack against Israeli personnel or
adisruption ot Israeli facilities.

2.3

Course of Events of the Incident
The Israeli Olympic team was housed on
the premises of Connollystrasse 31. The
shortest distance from this house to the
outer fence (Gate 25 a) was approxima-
tely 80 meters. The same premises also
housed the teams from Hong Kong and
Uruguay.

4:55 A.M.

Durin% the night from the fourth to the
fifth of September, 1972, at 4:55 A.M.,
various patrolling units of the security
service heard salvo-like shooting noises
from the direction of Connollystrasse.

This condition was immediately reported
by radio to, among others, the watch of the
criminal police at the Oglmpic Village.
The security service and the police pro-
ceeded at once to the site of the occurrence,
Connollystrasse 31. Upon entering the
house they were stopped in the entrance
hallway by persons wielding machine
pistols.

At approximately 5:30 A.M., a man
with a blackened face and wearing sun
glasses appeared on the balcony of the
second floor and said in German that
athletes of the Israeli team would be held
captive as hostages. Only upon fulfillment
of certain conditions put down in writing
would they be released.

Thereupon the manuscript with the
conditions was thrown out of the window:
"The arrogant attitude of the Israeli mili-
tary establishment and its objection to
meet our demands, would not make us
forfeit our human approach and continue
tofind out a way to save the Israeli prisoners
under the following conditions:

First:

The Federal German Republic should
announce its acceptance to take the Israeli
prisoners to any place designated by our
revolutionary forces at the Olympic Village.
Second:

The FGR has to provide our forces with
three planes, aboard which the Israeli
prisoners with our armed forces will be
moved to the appointed distination, in three
successive parties. Each party will only
leave Munich after the arrival of the pre-
vious party to its destination.

Third:

Any attempt to foil our operation will end
up with the liquidation of all the Israeli
prisoners, and the FGR will be held
responsible.

Fourth:

This ultimatum will expire in three hours,
only, from now the FGR takes full
re?/Jonsibility to all consequences.

Fifth:

At the end of this ultimatum, if our demand
to leave German territories will not be
accepted, our revolutionary forces are
ordered to adopt revolutionary andjust
violence, to give a most severe lesson to
the warlords of the Israeli military machine
and to the arrogance of the FGR.

Revolutionaries of the world unite!"



The names of approximately 200 Arabs in
Israeli captivity were included as an
aﬁpendlx.

The attackers were thereby recognized as
Palestinian commandos {members of the
group "Black September"). Their spokes-
man replied affirmatively to the question of
whether there were injured persons in

the house. The medical service was in-
formed. In the meantime, the security
service carried outawide-ranging cordon of
the area around the house at Connolly-
strasse 31. The guards at the gates tothe
Olympic Village were reinforced.

The speaker on the balcony demanded the
removal of all police officials out of range
of sight; otherwise, he threatened the
hostages would be shot and fire would be
opened on the police. The perpetrators,
however, accepted the presence of two
members of the securit?/ service (including
one female employee of the security service
who was a criminal police officer) as
contact persons. They also demanded that
an allegedly seriously wounded Israeli be
taken to an'ambulance. The death of the
freed hostage could only then be deter-
mined by the emergency doctor who had
been brought and who was allowed to
remove the body.

Later investigation revealed that the
Palestinians had probably traveled in

two or three groups to the vicinity of the
Olympic Village at about 4:00 A.M. By way
of the Kusoczinski Damm, which runs along
the southern part of the Village, they came
to gate 25 a, at the end of Connollystrasse.
They waited there until a patrolling double
watch of the security service had gone by
and then climbed over the gate in groups
while the bags containin? their weapons
were given over to them from outside.

In two units, and following each other
closely, they proceeded by way of the
underground passageway to the house of the
Israeli athletes. The firstfour Arabs forced

their way from the passageway into the

building and shot an Israeli sportsman
who oftered resistance.

2.4
Efforts for the Release of the Hostages
without the Use of Force

At ap?roximately 5:40 A.M. the presi-
dent of the Organizing Committee, Willi
Daume, the securitY authorities of the
Organizing Committee and the Munich

olice president, Dr. Manfred Schreiber,

eld a meeting. The last mentioned took
over the leadership of the police effort which
from then on had responsibility for all
actions of a police nature. The security
service of the Organizing Committee was
subordinated to the police. It retained the
various cordonin? functions as its dutK.
Armed police units were assigned to the
various closure rings around the objective,
Connollystrasse 31.

The mayor of the Olympic Village, Walther
Tréger, was immediately informed,
whereupon he initiated the administrative
procedures which fell into the area of his
responsibility.

In the time between 7:00 and 8:00 A.M.,
the federal minister of the interior, Hans-
Dietrich Genscher, and former lord mayor,
Dr. Hans-Jochen Vogel, who were both at
the same time vice-presidents of the Or-
ganizing Committee, the secretarY general
of the OC, Herbert Kunze, as well as the
state minister of the interior for Bavaria,
Dr. Bruno Merk, later the lord mayor of
Munich Georﬂ Kronawitter, and the

resident of the IOC, Avery Brundage,

eld a meeting. It was decided that accord-
ing to the ruling of the relevant laws, the
Bavarian minister of the interior bears the
overall responsibility for the appropriate
security measures.

In the various offices of the administrative
branches of the Olympic Village advisory
staffs were formed: one for the representa-
tives of the authorities, one for the
representatives of the sports world, and
one for the representatives of the Israeli
team management who had already met in
the meantime and with whom the ambassa-
dor of the State of Israel met as he arrived
from Bonn on the special aircraft put at
hisdisposal.

The opinions which were formed both alone
and in connection agreed in principle on
the assessment of the situation and the
estimation of the risks. All possibilities

for negotiation should by utilized. The
winning of time, therefore, stood in the
immediate foreground.

Until about 1:00 P.M. the police president of
Munich, accompanied by the mayor of

the Olympic Village, were the first to
negotiate with the Palestinians. The
negotiations were supported by the
following Arab figures who had met in

the meantime: the Tunisian ambassador

to the Federal Republic of Germany, the
head of the Office of the Arab League in
Bonn, the Egyptian member of the 10C and
the chef de mission of the Egyptian team.
A postponement was reached: first from
9:00 A.M. until 12:00 P.M., then until
1:00 P.M. The perpetrators did not agree
to a further extension of the deadline. They
then announced, that, from then on, only
oral conditions would be valid. The ex-
clusive demand was made that two
hundred political prisoners held in

Israel be freed. The release should be re-
ported with an Arab codeword by a pleni-
potentiary. In addition the free departure of
the Palestinian insurgents in the company
of the hostages, who would later be freed,
was demanded. The fulfillment of this
demand, however, did not lie within the
scope of German decision-making
authority. It was dependent on the position
of the Israeli government. From the moment
of the arrival of the Israeli ambassador he
was in constant telephone contact with
his government. Based on a cabinet decision
which had been made in the meantime, he
allowed no doubt to exist that the demand-
ed release of all or only some of the Arabs
was, in principle, out of the question.

This position did not change.

At 11:30 A.M. the federal government in
Bonn held a cabinet meeting. The%/ remain-
ed in continuing contact with the tederal
minister of the interior, who stayed in
Munich, and the president of the Organiz-
ing Committee.

Atthe same time, the president of the police,
Dr. Schreiber, informed the journalists
from all over the world who were in the
Press Center, of the situation.
Since the police president saw no further
chance for his own agency to achieve an
extension of the ultimatum past 1:00 P.M,,
and since at this time the threatened
shooting of two hostages was feared, the
federal minister of the interior, Genscher
and the Bavarian minister of the interior,
Dr. Merk, entered into the negotiations.
With reference to the fact that the German
overnment stood in contact with the
sraeli government and that this government
needed time to check the list of names, and
that also, on the part of the Germans,
further assessment of the situation was
necessary, several extensions of the ulti-

matum were attained |S3:OO P.M., 5:00
P.M., 7:00 P.M.,9:00 P.M.).

In these negotiations possibilities for the
release of the hostages without force were
offered, perhatps by reciprocal actions of
another type: free departure for the per-
petrators, payment of sums of money of an
indeterminately high amount or substitute
Germanhostages. ThePalestiniansrejected
all of these offers. They also refused to
free a part of the group of hostages. To

the suggestion that two or three hostages
or even only one hostage, because it was

a matter of human life, carry the same
wei?(ht as a large number of hostages, the
spokesman responded that the larger num-
ber was necessary in order to lend impact
to the demands in the face of the stallin
tactics of the Germans and Israelis. At the
time of these negotiations the number of
hostages in the hands ofthe perpetrators and
the number of the commandos themselves,
was unknown on the German side.

Talks with Arab sources were in progress
at the same time. The Tunisian ambassador
was informed that the Arabs in the house
at Connollystrasse 31 had twice attempted
so reach a telephone number in Tunis. He
saw no Possibllity that his government
could influence the Tunisian partners of
the perpetrators. Nevertheless, he admitted
that he was prepared to relay the telephone
number to Tunis in order that further
details concerning the partners could be
brought to light. The communication with
Tunis which followed was carried out by an
employee of the Tunisian embassy. The
German side in Munich received, however,
no report as to whether or not contact with
the Tunisian communication participants
occurred.

Parallel to these efforts, the crisis staff of
the Foreign Ministry in Bonn attempted,
bg way of the German ambassador, to
obtain a clarification of the telephone
number from the highest possible sources
in Tunis. At 6:30 P.M., the ambassador
reported by telephone to the Foreign
Ministry that he had asked the Tunisian
minister president to investigate the
telephone number. At about 8:00 P.M,,
the ambassador informed the Foreign
Ministry that the Tunisian minister presi-
dent had caused him to be informed that
the telephone number in question belong-
ed to an "honorable personage" and that
in his opinion any connection with the
Palestinian commandos should be ruled
out.

Federal Chancellor Willy Brandt, during
the course of the afternoon, made the
following appeal to the heads of govern-
ment and states of the Arab lands:

"With deep shock the federal government
has taken cognizance of the fact that the
Olympic peace has been broken by an
assault which has already cost human

life and which continues to further
threaten it. In this hour, | call upon you to do
all that stands in your power in order that
the hostages, who find themselves in the
power of the assailants, regain their
freedom without injury. The whole world
awaits from you that you will immediately
make your influence felt. "

On a parallel with all of these negotiations

a final expedient was prepared: the possi-
bility of a forceful liberation of the
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hostages. In the meantime, it had been re-
ported by the management of the Israeli
team that ten of their countrymen were
apparently in the power of the Palestinians.
A telephone connection to the hostages,
who were clearly heavily bound, did not
exist. For all conceivable contingencies
units of storm troops with special inter-
vention commands were formed from
volunteers from the municipal and criminal
police, reconnaissance units and sharp
shooters were deployed, all requisite
technical and weapons-technical apparatus
were assembled, specialized police
vehicles were brought into position and
the possibility of employing chemical
agents to disable the perpetrators, was
considered. In the foreground of all of the
planning stood the attempt to save the
lives of the hostages. Uncontrollable,
spontaneous reactions of the perpetrators
had to be taken into account.

In the intervening time, the commandos
had announced that they would agree to
have food brought to the hostages. An
attempt to utilize this opportunity to free the
hostages by means of a surprise onslaught
by police disguised as cooks had to be
abondoned, because the leader insisted
that the food containers must be carried into
the house individually by the police pre-
sident.

At approximately 5:00 P.M. the
Palestinians first brought up the demand
for free departure with the hostages in
conjunction with the ultimatum that the
hostages would be shot at the planned point
of arrival in Cairo at 8:00 A.M. the follow-
ing morning, if at that time the two hundred
Arab prisoners held in Israel had not yet
arrived at the same place. To the question
whether he was then sure that the
commandos would be accepted in Cairo
and that there they would be able to carry
out their ultimatum, the spokesman replied
that they were prepared, during the flight,
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to make contact with the appropriate Arab
sources concerning this matter.

This new situation was immediately
reported to the Israeli ambassador and the
Israeli government. The Israeli government
asked whether it was correct to assume
that there would be a prospect of nego-
tiations concerning the transportation of
the hostages to Cairo. In the case of an
affirmative response they would like to
know:

- whether the federal government had
determined for certain that the Egyptian
government would allow the hostages
to travel out of Egypt into Israel;

- whether the transportation should take
place in a German aircraft;

- whether the hostages would be accom-
panied by a high German personage.

The Israeli government stood firm in its
position not to release the Arabs imprisoned
in Israel. The ambassador made it clear
that, if the above stated assurance could
be given, he would again hold consultation
with his government.

Shortly after 6:00 P.M., the federal
chancellor was informed of this Israeli
position. He attempted a telephone
communication with the Egyptian president
of state, Sadat, but was not able to reach
him. At 8:40 P.M., however, a telephone
communication with the Egyptian prime
minister did take place. The federal
chancellor informed him that it should also
be in the interest of the Egyptian government
to agree upon a plan according to which a
German aircraft could travel unmolested on
to Israel, after the insurgents had left the
aircraft. Nevertheless, the Egyptian

prime minister answered that Egypt had
not the least to do with the whole affair and
did not wish to become involved in it.

Similarly the president of the 10C let it
be known through the president of the

Organizing Committee that the I0C would
not be in agreement if athletes, who were
staying as guests in the Olympic Village,
would be allowed to be dragged into a
foreign country by a battle group of
insurgents.

In the further course of the negotiations
with the Palestinians it was demanded that
someone be allowed to speak with one of the
hostages in order to be convinced that the
hostages were still alive. One of the
Israelis was brought bound to a window.
He was not allowed to answer the question
concerning the number of hostages who
were still alive, but did make clear, that all
the hostages who had lived through the
night were still alive. Later he, and another
Israeli athlete who were brought to a
window, expressed the expectation that
the Israeli government would fulfill the
demand of the Arabs. They were also
prepared to fly to Cairo.

After this, the federal minister of the
interior, Genscher, was allowed by the
leader of the commandos to enter the
house. He found the nine Israelis who
were still alive in a room on the first floor.
The windows were covered. The athletes
sat, bound hand and foot, on beds. They
were guarded by two Palestinians armed
with machine pistols. In the course of the
meeting, in which a list with the names of
the survivors was handed over - one of
the already dead Israelis lay on the floor
next to the bound hostages - the Israeli
athletes once more expressed the wish that
their government might agree to the de-
mands. They were ready, along with the
Palestinian insurgents, to fly to Cairo. The
Israeli ambassador was informed about
this situation immediately afterwards

At about 7:00 P.M., a high Israeli security
official arrived in Munich with an escort.
He also advised working to win more time.

Nevertheless, in the negotiations a further
extension of the ultimatum beyond 9:00
P.M. was no longer attainable. The leader
let it be known that the execution of, at
first, two of the hostages to enforce the
demand was now unavoidable. He gave
as the cause of this action the fact that all
the members of his group had not slept
over the course of many hours and there-
fore a reduction of the physical and
psychic capacity of his men and thereby
the danger of their being overpowered by the
German police was to be feared. He also
rejected the offer that for a postponement
of the deadline until 8:00 A.M. the next
morning the police would not attempt
anything against them during that time.
During these final discussions the German
negotiators pointed out that the Israeli
government was still occupied with the
investigation of the list of those Arabs
whose freedom was demanded. A final
decision as to whether the Israeli govern-
ment would agree to the ultimatum of the
commandos must still be awaited. The leader
of the commandos, nevertheless, declared
himself unwilling to engage in further
dealings; he repeated his threat first to
execute two hostages if the departure
flight were not allowed immediately. He
and his comrades were not able to hold
out through the night. The German offi-
cials had to bear the consequences if

it now came to an execution of a part of
the group of hostages; thereafter they
would agree to his demand for a departure

flight. Moreover, the threat was repeated,
i.e., that all the hostages would be shot
at the arrival point at 8:00 A.M. the next
morning if at that time the two hundred
Arabs, whose release was demanded,
were not free.

The pertinent German authorities had,
during the intervening time, decided — in
agreement with the known position of the
IOC — that a departure of the commandos
with their hostages had to be ruled out,
because:

- the survival of the hostages also in this
eventuality depended on the — non-
existent — readiness of the Israeli govern-
ment to free the Arab prisoners in Cairo
the next morning;

- a guarantee of security for the hostages

from the Egyptian government had

not been given;

even in the eventuality of an Egyptian

guarantee of security it was in no way

guaranteed that the commandos really
would fly to Cairo;

- by conceding to a departure flight it
would have been necessary in addition
to expose an entire flight crew to an at
least indeterminate fate, and this, out-
side of the sphere of intervention of
German authorities. Moreover, atthe time
of even the latest possible departure
deadline, such a crew was not available.

9:00 P.M.

Up until 9:00 P.M. the overall assessment

by the authorized representatives of the

federal government, the Free State of

Bavaria, and the leader of the police opera-

tion came to be more and more in agreement

that in the face of the expiring ultimatum
only a forceful liberation offered a chance
for the survival of the hostages. The
diplomatic efforts had to be regarded as
having broken down.



2.5

The Attempt at Liberation by Force

There were three possibilities by which an

action to liberate the hostages could be

initiated:

- storming the Israeli Olympic team
quarters in which the hostages were
being imprisoned by their captors;

- liberation during the transport from
their quarters to the helicopters;

- an intervention at the airport.

Storming the house at Connollystrasse 31
would have brought about the death of
all of the hostages with absolute certainty.
This solution would only have come into
play if the negotiations had suddenly
broken down and the execution of the
hostages had been considered certain.
The storming would then have been the
last resort.

A liberation attempt in the basement, by
way of which the perpetrators in groups
and in close contact with the hostages
would proceed to the helicopters in a
motor vehicle would have meant the same
slim chances for the survival of the hostages.
A considerable danger to bystanders would
also have accompanied an attempted
liberation in this vicinity. Moreover, the
event would have then been brought out
of the closed house and into the public
domain of the Olympic Village. From many
perspectives, this would have had incal-
culable consequences.

The intervention at the airport, in reference

to which, on security grounds, the mili-

tary air base at Furstenfeldbruck, used

during the Olympic Games as an airport
for charter flights, was preferred to the
general aviation airport Minchen-Riem,
afforded the police the following advan-
tages:

- they could, with certainty, be at the place
of action before the insurgents and
their hostages, and thus prepare the
attack;

- the lay-out of the airport, as opposed to
the Olympic Village, offered the police
tactical advantages;

- any endangering of bystanders could, to
a very larger extent, be ruled out;

- a spreading of the intervention into un-
foreseeable areas need not be feared;

- the public was shut out;

- the action occurred entirely outside the
boundaries of the Olympic Village.

After 6:20 P.M. all preparations for an
intervention in the basement were complet-
ed. Police measures assured that none of
the perpetrators could succeed in breaking
out and moving to another area of the
village. Other forceful actions by the
perpetrators would also be ruled out by
these measures. Stand-by motor vehicles
and ambulances were ordered to their
positions; their crews were briefed on the
situation. The streets in the vicinity and the
route to the hospital in Schwabing were
kept free of traffic by the police.

The intervention to liberate the hostages
at the airport was prepared from 5:45 P.M.
until 6:40 P.M. In order to meet every
eventuality the necessary measures were
also taken at the airport Minchen-Riem,
because the commandos could have
forced the aircraft concerned, by

surprise action, into this reversal. This was,
nevertheless, not actually the case.

With the resumption of negotiations at
approximately 6:30 P.M., the perpetrators
demanded to be taken to the airplane by bus
rather than by helicopter. This demand was
refused, because it would have given the
perpetrators the opportunity to drive
directly up to the plane and then to transfer
the hostages individually into it. In addition
there was the danger that the perpetrators
could have taken more hostages in the
course of the ride. Finally, the ride through
the Olympic Village and the city would
have been accompanied by a considerable
endangerment to bystanders.

After all preparations for an evacuation
had been completed in the basement—in-
cluding those for the eventuality that a
chance to liberate the hostages might
present itself there - at 8:00 P.M. the
modalities of the further procedure

were discussed with the leader of the
Palestinian group. He gave assurances that
German personnel who were involved in
the transport would not be taken as
hostages. It was determined: 9:00 P.M.
departure from Munich; 9:30 P.M. de-
parture from Firstenfeldbruck.

A rehearsal of the walk to the helicopters,
which were already in position on Lerche-
nauerstrasse, caused a postponement until
9:30 P.M. because of the various security
measures which accompanied it. After
this rehearsal, the leader of the Palestinians
demanded that the transport through the
basement had to take place by bus. By
this demand the situation with reference
to the tactical considerations of the police
changed suddenly, especially because
the commandos then rejected the bus
which was put at their disposal and demand-
ed another. Immediately before the bus
for the transport of the Palestinians and
their hostages was brought into position,
the Israeli security officer declared that he
desired that his escort be able to speak
with the Arabs by telephone. This message
was given to the Palestinian leader by
Ministers Genscher and Dr. Merk. The
leader, however, rejected this request and
declared it only a new lIsraeli attempt

to drag out the affair. He had nothing more
to say; he was fulfilling here, along with
his comrades, a duty and a mission. The
Israelis, as well as the German officials,
had to be clear about the fact that his
combat group, from physical grounds,
was in no condition to delay the departure
any longer. If they could not leave the
house within the next few minutes, they
would follow out their threats and begin
by shooting two hostages. Moreover, he
requested that the ministers made it

clear to the Israelis that his statement
remained in force, to the effect that all the
hostages would be shot the next morning
at the arrival point, if the Arab prisoners
who had been demanded were not in
Cairo by that time.

At 10:06 P.M. the commandos and their
hostages rode in the new bus to the heli-
copters on Lerchenauerstrasse. In the
process eight heavily armed Palestinian
insurgents, aside from the nine hostages,
were counted. The departure in two heli-
copters, which were accompanied by a
third containing German personnel
occurred at 10:22 P.M. The landing at
Furstenfeldbruck: 10:35 P.M.

The entire airport area was brightly illu-
minated by means of hastily erected equip-
ment. A Lufthansa aircraft stood ready. A
large number of police, disguised as airport
personnel, were at the scene. Immediately
upon the landing of the helicopters the
pilots and four of the insurgents left

their aircraft. While each helicopter crew
despite the earlier assurances to the
contrary by the leader was threatened

by one of the Palestinians armed with a
machine pistol, the remaining two com-
mandos — one of whom was the leader —
proceeded to the Lufthansa aircraft which
stood approximately 100 meters away in
order to inspect it. As they were returning
to the helicopters and had covered approxi-
mately half the distance, a commanding
officer allowed the sharp shooters to open
fire. Those insurgents who were caught in
the open were either killed or rendered
unable to fight by these shots. The Palestini-
ans who were still in the helicopters return-
ed the fire, probably out of the open doors
and through the front windshield of the
helicopters. The German police officer,
Fliegerbauer, was mortally wounded.

The helicopter pilots were able to rescue
themselves by fleeing.

The hope of the police that the insurgents,
faced with their already dead comrades
and a hopeless situation, would surrender,
was not fulfilled. Consequently, a quick end
could now only be attained by expending
the ammunition supply of the insurgents or
by the forceful prevention of a sortie.
Thus, there remained only the attempt to
take advantage of this phase by persuasion
and demands for surrender.

At approximately 11:00 P.M., after
consultation with both of the Israeli
security officials, the commandos were
called upon by megaphone, in the German,
English and Arabic languages, to put down
their weapons and give themselves up
since their situation was hopeless.

Special police vehicles carried out a
mission to save the wounded and cope
with the resisting insurgents. They were
fired at from the helicopters. Immediately
thereafter commandos jumped out of both
helicopters, armed handgrenades. and
threw them into the helicopters. They came
under fire immediately and were hit.
Several attempted to escape toward the
rear into the darkness under the cover of
clouds of smoke. All of the Israeli hostages,
in so far as they had not already been killed
by gunfire in the helicopters, died by the
detonation of the handgrenades.

Fire fighting personnel moved in and
attempted to extinguish the burning heli-
copters. They were shot at out of the
darkness by one of the escaped assailants.

At 0:15 A.M. the police search for the
surviving assailants at the airport was com-
pleted. Three wounded insurgents were
taken prisoner; the others were dead. At
2:00 A.M. the investigations by the
criminal police began.

Even before the Israeli ambassador

arrived in Munich, he transmitted the
request of his government by telephone to
the Organizing Committee, that the Games
of the XXth Olympiad be discontinued in
view of the disruption of the Olympic
peace by Palestinian insurgents and the
lamentable loss of life which had already
occurred and that which still could be
expected. The president of the Organizing
Committee replied that he took cognizance
of this message and that he would present
it for discussion in the forum that was
authorized to make this decision. In the
process of further discussions which the
president of the OC conducted with the
Israeli ambassador in Munich, the pre-
sident informed the ambassador that the
Games would be suspended for one day
and that they would be resumed after a
memorial ceremony in the morning of
September 6, 1972. The Israeli ambassador
later expressed the gratitude of his govern-
ment for the worthy manner in which the
victims were remembered.

The president of the 10C and the president
of the OC were in conference all day on the
5th of September, 1972 including tele-
phone communication with the members
of the executive board of the 10C. In the
evening of September 5, 1972 the IOC met
in special session at the Hotel "Vier Jahres-
zeiten" in Munich. During this meeting it
became known that a spokesman for the
Federal Republic of Germany had reported
on television the rescue of the hostages
and the disarming of the assailants. The
later investigation revealed that this

report was due to an error in the trans-
mission of the report. Independently of
this report, the 10C decided that the Games,
which had been interrupted on the after-
noon of September 5, 1972, would be
resumed in the afternoon of September 6,
1972 after a memorial ceremony that
morning in Olympic Stadium. The Games
were thereby extended by one day.

At 2:00 A.M. during the night from the
5th to the 6th of September the president of
the OC, the federal minister of the interior
and vice-president of the OC, Genscher, and
the Bavarian minister of the interior, Dr.
Merk, briefed the international press in

the Press Center concerning all events.

The executive board of the OC met in
special session and decided to cancel the
planned festive receptions during the
further progress of the Games, to end the
performances at the "amusement street"
and to revise the program of the closing
ceremony, which would now take place on
Monday, September 11, 1972, giving it a
subdued form which would take account
of the tragedy.
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Shmuel Lalkin, chef de mission of the
Israeli team, SF akm%at the memorial
ger1egmony in Olympic Stadium on September
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Following are the texts of the speeches
which were given atthe memorial ceremony
on September 6, 1972:
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The president of the Federal Republic
of Germany, Gustav Heinemann:
"Eleven days ago from this ve7rys ot in
this stadium, | opened the 1972 Munich
Olympic Games. They began as truly
unconstrained Games, in the sense of the
Olympic idea. They were accompanied by
a tremendous response throughout the
world, until the shadow of murder clouded
them yesterday morning. In the past night
shock and fright have spread. The attempt
fo save the Israeli hostages failed. Where
Jjoyous freedom reigned a short time ago
powerlessness and shock characterize

the faces of the people.

Dumbfounded, we stand before a truly in-
famous crime. In deepest mourning, we bow
before the victims of the assault. Our
sympathy extends to their kin and to the
M;fo;e people of Israeli. This attack strikes
all of us.

Were the attack and its consequences
avoidable? No one will be able to give a
definitive answer to this question. Who are
guilty of this misdeed? In the forefront is a
criminal organization which believes that
hate and death can be weapons of
political struggles. But those nations who
do not hinder the acts of these men also
bear responsibility. In these last hours it has
become quite clear to all men, in all parts
of the world, that hate only destroys. The
victims of this attack call out to us once
again to brinﬁ to bear all our power for the
conquest of hate.

Directly faced with the nine victims it is
our duty now to set the will to understand-
ing against the fanaticism which shocks the
world. The Olympic idea is not refuted. We
are more strongly committed to it than be-
fore. In the tragedy that we must experience
there is no line of demarcation between
north and south, between east and west.
There only is a separation here between
the solidarity of all men who want peace
and those others who bring deadly danger to
that which makes life worth living.

In the name of the Federal Republic of
Germany, | call on all nations in this world:
Help us conquer hatred! Help us pre-

pare the way of reconciliation!"

The president of the OC,

Willi Daume:

"For those of us who, with a deep trust in
the good will of all men, have prepared
the Games of the XXth Olympiad, this day is
a day of unbounded sorrow. Everything
that seemed so to wonderfully fulfill itself,
a celebration that until yesterday so
clearly expressed the yearning of mankind
for understanding, joy and peace, has been
called into question throu%h the unparallel-
ed fault ofmen. Even in the world of crime
there are still taboos, a final boundary of
brutality, that makes people shrink back.

Those at fault in the Olympic Village have
broken through this boundary. They have,
with murder, broken into the beautiful and
great celebration of the peoples of the earth,
a celebration which values peace. The
harshness and dangers of the earth are not
always distributed according to individual
favor and expectation. However, may

this overstepping of the final boundaries of
human morality at least arouse the world
finally to forego acts of force, and to
condemn and scorn these acts as inhuman
and detestable, wherever and to whatever
end they are applied.

We unite ourselves in sorrow with the
families of the team, with the nations, as
we leave this day with its immature frenzy
behind us. There is only the comfort

that we do not shape our own fates,
rather, it is in higher hands that our present
and future lies."

The president of the 10C,

Avery Brundage:

"Every civilized person is dismayed by this
barbaric and criminal raid on the peaceful
Olympic site by terrorists. With our Israeli
friends, we mourn the victims of this brutal
attack. It is a sorrowful fact in our imperfect
world that the greater and more important
the Olympic Games become, the more
they become the victim of economic,
political, and now criminal pressure. The
Games of the XXth Olympiad have been the
farget of two terrible attacks because

we have lost the struggle against political
repression in the case of Rhodesia. We
control only the force of a great ideal.

I am convinced that world opinion agrees
with me that we cannot allow a handful
of terrorists to destroy this core of inter-
national cooperation and good will which
the Olympic Games represent. The Games
must go on! We must proceed with our
efforts to keep them pure and praiseworthy,
and to carry the sportsmanlike conduct of
the athletes into other spheres. We declare,
therefore, this day as a day mourning and
we will continue all events as planned,
one day later."



The chef de mission of Israel,
Shmuel Lalkin:

"The Israelis came to Munich for the
Games of the XXth Olympiad in the spirit
of Olympic brotherhood, friendship, fair-
ness and peace in common with athletes
of all the world. Shaken to the core, we
mourn the barbaric profanation of the
Olympic spirit caused by the malicious raid
by terrorists, in which eleven of our ath-
letes were murdered in a criminal fashion.
Here are their names:

Berger, David
Halfin, Elizer
Friedmann, Zeev
Gotfreund, Josef
Kahat, Schur
Romano, Josef
Shapira, Arnitzur
Slavin, Mark
Spitzer, Andre
Springer, Jacob
einberg, Moshe.

They were brave and true comrades in sport
who died in the prime of their lives. Such

a monstrous crime stands without precedent
in the history of the Olympic Games and is
most forcefully condemned by all civilized
men. We deeply mourn our dead and
express our deepest sympathy to their
families. We regret the sacrifice of men who
in the fulfillment of their duty gave their lives
or were wounded in the intervention
against these felonious bandits, and we
sympathize with their kin.

In the name of the Israeli delegation, in
the name of all sportsmen of our country
and in the name of a