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Manmohan to decide 
on fuel price hike
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh will have to
decide on raising fuel prices
as the Petroleum and Finance
Ministers on Thursday
decided to take the issue to
him, possibly on Friday. —
PTI
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‘No troop pull-out’
NEW DELHI: Defence Minister
Pranab Mukhejee on
Thursday said in the Lok
Sabha that the troops would
not be pulled out from the
Siachen Glacier. — ANI

2 policemen killed
SRINAGAR: Militants shot dead
two Jammu and Kashmir
police personnel at Soura on
the outskirts of the city on
Thursday. The Al-
Mansoorian militant outfit
has claimed responsibility.—
UNI

Naval craft destroyed
COLOMBO: The LTTE on
Thursday destroyed a Sri
Lankan naval fast attack craft,
the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission said. According to
the Army, five LTTE suicide
boats were sunk. Air Force
bombers too flew two sorties
over rebel territory. — V.S.
Sambandan 
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Sushanta Talukdar

GUWAHATI: The ruling Congress
has emerged the single largest
party in Assam and set to form a
coalition government. It won 52
of the 125 seats declared so far. A
meeting on May 13 will elect the
leader to stake the claim for
forming a government.

Chief Electoral Officer J.P.
Prakash told The Hindu that the
result from Dispur was awaited,
as there was a technical snag in a
voting machine. 

The Asom Gana Parishad se-
cured 24 seats, while its allies,
the Communist Party of India
and the Autonomous State De-
mand Committtee won one
each. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party
won 10, increasing its strength in
the Assembly by two seats. The
Assam United Democratic
Front, a conglomerate of 13 mi-
nority organisations, emerged
victorious from 10 constituen-
cies. 

The Hagrma Mahillary fac-
tion of the Bodoland People’s
Progressive Front, which had a
tie-up with the Congress, won 12
seats. It announced that support
would be extended to the Con-
gress for forming a coalition gov-
ernment. 

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) won two seats,
while the Nationalist Congress
Party and the AGP (Progressive)
got one each. Independents and
others won 11 seats. 

Prominent winners included
AGP president Brindaban Gos-
wami, the former Chief Minister
and AGP (Progressive) president
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta,
Health Minister Bhumidhar
Barman and the former PWD
Minister, Sarat Barkatoki of the
Congress. 

Congress to 
form coalition
government 
in AssamMarcus Dam

KOLKATA: The Left Front swept to
power for a record seventh suc-
cessive time with more than a
two-thirds majority, decimating
a fragmented Opposition in the
14th West Bengal Assembly elec-
tions, results of which were an-
nounced on Thursday. While its
main constituent, the Commu-
nist Party of India [Marxist], in-
creased its share of seats to win a
comfortable majority on its own,
the strength of both the major
Opposition parties – the Trina-
mool Congress and the Congress
– was considerably reduced.

Tally increases
The Left Front increased its

tally by 36, winning 235 seats out
of the 293 constituencies which
went to the polls in five phases
from April 17 to May 8. 

The strength of the Trinamool
which could bag only 29 seats
was more than halved [it won 60
in the 2001 polls] and that of the
Congress which won a meagre 21
seats, reduced by five seats.

Voting in one constituency —
Bhatpara — was countermanded
following the death of a
candidate.

Improved show
The CPI(M) which won 176

seats increased its tally by 33. As
for its other major partners in
the Left Front, the All India For-
ward Bloc won 23 as against 25
in the 2001 polls, the Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party 20, a gain
of three from the last polls and
the Communist Party of India
eight, a gain of one seat. The
West Bengal Socialist Party, the
Democratic Socialist Party and
the Rashtriya Janata Dal [whose
candidate the Left Front sup-
ported] won in eight seats.

The Gorkha National Liber-
ation Front retained its hold on
three seats in the Darjeeling

hills, the Socialist Unity Centre
of India won two seats, Inde-
pendents won an equal number
and the Jharkhand Party [Na-
ren] won one.

“The credit for our victory
goes to the people”, Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
said. Asked whether it was “the
Buddha magic” that had resulted
in the resounding success of the
Left Front he replied: “[it is not a
case of] ‘I’ business but [of] ‘we’
business. The victory is not mine
but ours.”

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi congratulated Mr.
Bhattacharjee on the Left Front

victory.
Veteran Marxist leader and

former Chief Minister Jyoti Ba-
su described the Left Front’s
landslide win as a “victory of the
common people.”

Trinamool leader Mamata Ba-
nerjee said that she was “not dis-
appointed” with the results. 

In a dig at the media, of which
she has been critical, particular-
ly their exit polls, she said that
“they [the media] are the Man of
the Match.”

Prominent losers
Despite the resounding Left

success three Ministers — La-
bour Minister Mohd. Amin of

the CPI(M), Relief Minister Ha-
fiz Alam Sairani of the All India
Forward Bloc and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Prabodh
Chandra Sinha of the Democrat-
ic Socialist Party were defeated.
Other prominent losers were
Rabin Deb of the CPI(M), chief
whip of the Left Front in the last
Assembly, former Mayor of the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
Subrata Mukherjee of the Con-
gress, and leader of the Congress
Legislative Party Atish Sinha.

Record win for Left in West Bengal
The credit for our victory goes to the people, says Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee

the AIADMK will have a strong
presence in the Assembly — it
has won 61 seats. Twelve of the
21 Ministers who contested the
election won. The party’s main
ally, the Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam headed by
Vaiko won six seats and another
ally, the Dalit Panthers, two.

The new entrant in Tamil Na-
du politics, Desiya Murpokku
Dravidar Kazhagam led by actor
Vijayakant, garnered 8.33 per
cent votes. But only Mr. Vijaya-
kant won a seat: in
Vridhachalam.

A surprise was the victory of a
CPI(M) rebel, T. Ramachandran,
in Thalli. He defeated the official
CPI candidate Nagaraja Reddy.

In his post-victory press con-
ference, Mr. Karunanidhi said
the ruling and Opposition par-
ties could cooperate on the mar-
riage scheme for poor women
and make their mutual antag-
onism, which was “not wit-
nessed in other States,” a thing
of the past.

claim to form the government on
Friday after the DMK Legisla-
ture Party meeting. The swear-
ing-in is to be held at the Nehru
indoor stadium here at 10 a.m.
on Saturday.

“I have done my best”
Soon after the results were de-

clared, Chief Minister and
AIADMK leader Jayalalithaa
sent in her resignation to the
Governor. In a statement, she
said: “I accept the verdict of the
people.” While thanking those
who voted for her alliance, she
added: “I have no regrets as I
demit office. I have done my best
for the people of Tamil Nadu.”

Although it lost the election,

that hit [the State],” Mr.Karuna-
nidhi told presspersons on
Thursday afternoon after the
trends firmed up. The DMK
would decide on government
formation after discussions with
the allies, he added.

The Congress, which won 34
seats, is considering joining the
government. The Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) with 18 seats, the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) with nine, and the
Communist Party of India with
six are ready to support a DMK
government from outside. All
the allies have submitted letters
supporting the DMK to Gover-
nor Surjit Singh Barnala.

Mr. Karunanidhi will stake his

Suresh Nambath 
with Bureau reports

CHENNAI: In a vote for change, the
Democratic Progressive Alliance
(DPA) led by the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam has obtained a
comfortable majority in the Ta-
mil Nadu Assembly elections
winning 163 of the 234 seats.
DMK president M. Karunanidhi
is set to become Chief Minister
for the fifth time with his party
totalling 96 seats, 22 short of a
simple majority.

In Pondicherry, the Congress-
DMK alliance won 20 of the 30
seats in the Territorial
Assembly.

The contests in Tamil Nadu
were close, and only 4.75 per-
centage points separated the two
fronts. According to provisional
figures, the DPA had a vote share
of 44.58 per cent, and the All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK)-led front
39.83 per cent. In three constitu-
encies, the margin was less than
100. The elections were held on
May 8.

“Our alliance boat could only
sail so far in the money-storm

Karunanidhi to be Chief Minister for fifth time 
AIADMK, with 61 seats, will be a strong Opposition in the Assembly 

BACK AT THE HELM: DMK president M. Karunanidhi who is set to become Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu for the fifth time, waves to supporters at the party
headquarters in Chennai on Thursday. — PHOTO: M. VEDHAN Editorials on Page 12

Roy Mathew

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Left
Democratic Front (LDF), led by
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), has won an impres-
sive two-thirds majority in the
Kerala Assembly elections. It se-
cured 98 seats in the 140-mem-
ber House. 

Significantly, this is the high-
est-ever tally for the LDF in its
present eight-party
configuration.

The ruling United Democratic
Front (UDF) got 41 seats and its
partner, the Democratic Indira
Congress (Karunakaran) one.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
failed to open its account. .

Prominent winners included
CPI(M) leader, chief ministerial
probable and Leader of the Op-
position in the outgoing As-
sembly V.S. Achuthanandan,
Chief Minister Oommen Chan-
dy, LDF convener Paloli Mo-
hammed Kutty and Assembly
Speaker Therambil Ramakrish-
nan. 

Several front-ranking UDF
leaders tasted defeat. They in-
cluded seven Cabinet Ministers,
including Agriculture Minister
K.R. Gouri, Cooperation Minis-
ter M.V. Raghavan, Education

down from 16 to seven. The alli-
ance’s leading partner Congress
also suffered similar reverses.
The party, which contested 77
seats, has only 24 seats in the
new Assembly against 62 in
2001. 

The difference between the
two fronts this time is 5.65 per-
centage points. According to
Election Commission figures,
the LDF has got 48.63 per cent of
the votes polled. It got 43.70 per
cent in 2001. The UDF this time
got 42.98 per cent, compared
with 49.05 last time. The BJP
has suffered a drop from 5.02 per
cent last time to 4.75 now. 

Minister E.T. Mohammed Bash-
eer and Public Works Minister
M.K. Muneer.

A pro-LDF wave swept
through almost all districts, re-
versing the trend in the 2001
elections. But the pattern did
not quite conform to the trend
that was witnessed in the 2004
Lok Sabha elections — the LDF
led in 112 Assembly segments. 

The Indian Union Muslim
League, second most prominent
partner in the UDF, suffered a
major setback, with two-thirds
of its candidates failing in its
strongholds in Malabar. Its
strength in the Assembly comes

Two-thirds majority for LDF in Kerala
5.65 % point difference between two fronts; seven Ministers of Chandy Cabinet lose

SPEARHEAD OF VICTORY: CPI(M) leader V.S. Achuthanandan, who has led the LDF to
a massive victory in Kerala. FILE PHOTO 

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI: Congress Working
Committee member M.
Veerappa Moily, who is in
charge of the party in Tamil
Nadu and Pondicherry, will

meet DMK president M.
Karunanidhi here on Friday .

Talking to The Hindu over
phone from New Delhi, Mr.
Moily said the Congress fully
supported Mr. Karunanidhi in
government formation. 

Moily coming today for talks

LANDSLIDE WIN: West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee flashes the
victory sign in Kolkata on Thursday after being declared elected from the Jadavpur
constituency by a margin of over 58,000 votes. — PHOTO: AP

More reports on Page 14


