
FOOTBALL / FIGO CARRIES THE HOPES OF A NATION 

Portuguese carnival set for kick-off 
LISBON, JUNE 11. The heat is on, and
nobody feels it more at Euro 2004 than
the host Portuguese or the defending
champion French. 

“We’ve always had pressure,” Portu-
guese defender Rui Jorge said ahead of
the tournament opener against
Greece. “We had it in the World Cup, I
just hope people are not disappointed
like they were two years ago.” 

Portugal made a quick exit from the
World Cup following losses to the
United States and South Korea, a hu-
miliation that still haunts the soccer-
mad nation as it prepares for its big-
gest sporting event. 

Defending champion France will al-
so feel the tension when it meets En-
gland on Sunday, with French
midfielder Zinedine Zidane saying de-
feat would be a disaster. The French
were the defending champions two
years ago in the World Cup, but lost all
three games and failed to score. 

“We must absolutely not lose this
game,” Zidane said. “It’s so important

for peace of mind in such a competi-
tion.” 

“It is possible to recover, but it’s not
a good situation for the team’s confi-
dence,” the Real Madrid midfielder
added. “We haven’t forgotten the frus-
tration and enormous disappoint-
ment of the World Cup.” 

Collina to referee opener
Pierluigi Collina was named on

Thursday to referee the opening Por-
tugal-Greece match. The charismatic
Italian blew the final whistle in the
World Cup two years ago in Yokohama
and is widely regarded as the best in
the game. 

The Italian combines a fearsome
look — piercing eyes and a shaved
head — with a smile and a supportive
word when players get out of line. 

“I am very happy,” said Collina, who
faces mandatory retirement next year
when he turns 45. “It is the first time
that I’ve even been appointed for the
opening match of a tournament. An
opening match is always special.” 

Two more favourites, England and
Italy, also seemed jittery. 

England has already lost three expe-
rienced defenders. And John Terry,
nursing a hamstring injury, could be
No. 4. Coach Sven-Goran Eriksson was
expected to decide on Friday if Terry
would play on Sunday. If not, either
Jamie Carragher or Ledley King will fill
in and team with Sol Campbell. 

Rio Ferdinand is missing as he
serves an eight-month ban for skip-
ping a drug test, and Gareth Southgate
and Jonathan Woodgate are out with
long-term injuries. 

The Italians, who lost the final to
France four years ago on a golden
goal, have few injury problems. But
players are jumpy. 

Captain Fabio Cannavaro came out
of the team’s five-star luxury hotel on
Thursday to chastise the media for
negative coverage and threatened a
boycott. 

“The entire team would like to ex-
press its displeasure with some things
that we’ve read lately and have not
liked,” Cannavaro said. “It doesn’t
seem right, and out of respect, we
hope it stops. It seems like you want to
destroy our team. Some of us are up-
set with the way you’ve interpreted
our interviews.” 

In the Dutch camp, coach Dick Ad-
vocaat is going with Ruud van Nistel-

rooy as striker. The Manchester
United star got the call for the opener
against Germany ahead of Patrick
Kluivert, Roy Makaay and Pierre van
Hooijdonk. 

“That’s a choice you make and hope
it turns out OK,” Advocaat said. 

Off the pitch, England’s David Beck-
ham was caught in paparazzi photos
standing outside his hotel room wear-
ing only sunglasses and his under-

pants. 
The photos were splashed across

the front pages of the English tabloids.
Teammate Phil Neville was also pic-
tured. 

“I’ve not spoken to David about it,”
Neville said. “Really, the way that foot-
ball is going now with the high profile
players, it’s something that you prob-
ably can’t do anything about.” 

England’s hotel in suburban Lisbon
is under heavy security, but nearby

apartment blocks look out over the
hotel. 

Scalpers are getting up to 10 times
the face value for tickets to the En-
gland-France game. 

Buying and selling tickets on the
black market is illegal in Portugal, but
scalpers — mostly English — get away
with it by selling them one or two at a
time. 

“We have heard that people are be-
ing asked $600 for tickets,” said Kevin
Miles, international coordinator of the
(English) Football Supporters Federa-
tion. Tickets for the game are priced at
between $42-108. 

The start of play can’t come soon
enough for many players, bored with
training and trying to get over niggling
injuries. 

Bulgarian players practising in the
Atlantic resort of Povoa de Varzim
complained about sharing small
rooms. 

“There was even no space for our
clothes, there was only one locker in
the rooms,” forward Zoran Jankovic
said. “We found it difficult to walk past
each other between beds.” 

The Portuguese had two things to
celebrate on Thursday: it’s a national
holiday — Portugal Day — and local
organisers said last-minute tickets
were still available for Saturday’s
opener at FC Porto’s 50,948-seat Sta-

dium of the Dragon. 
Figo, who defines Portuguese soc-

cer’s ‘‘golden generation’’, will walk
on the pitch in Porto for the opener
against Greece on Saturday carrying
the hopes and dreams of his nation. 

This is the biggest sporting event ev-
er hosted by Portugal and western Eu-
rope’s poorest country has invested
millions to make the event a showcase
for a nation on rise. 

Pride in the dazzling new stadiums
will count for little however, if 31-year-
old Figo and his teammates fail on the
pitch. 

This time, Portugal has brought in
Brazil’s 2002 World Cup winning
coach Luiz Felipe Scolari. His target is
to use home advantage to secure a
first major championship for the Por-
tuguese and erase the perennial un-
derachiever tag hanging over the
team. 

‘‘I think Portugal can beat any team
in the world, but we haven’t been
showing our strengths,’’ defender Rui
Jorge said on Thursday. ‘‘I hope that’s
going to change, we have the capa-
bility to turn that around.’’ 

In contrast to the host, Greece can
go into the match without the burden
of expectation. Few fancy the Greeks
to go far in the competition, although
the team coached by Germany’s Otto
Rehhagel was impressive in qualify-

ing, topping Spain and Ukraine in its
group. ‘‘The pressure is on them,’’
Rehhagel said on Thursday. ‘‘All the
players have to do is place their hands
on their heart and give the best for
their country.’’ 

The disciplined, hard running
Greeks, with Inter Milan’s Girogios
Karagounis leading in midfield, will be
tough to handle. Rehhagel is anxious
to see if defender Traianos Dellas re-
covers in time for Saturday’s match. 

Speculation has focused on whether
Scolari will start with Porto’s in-form
Brazilian-born midfielder Deco, or
stick with Rui Costa as playmaker de-
spite his struggle to find a place on AC
Milan’s starting line-up last season. 

Spanish armada ready
for the Russians

Meanwhile, Spain and Russia meet
on the opening day hoping to shake
off the tag of under-achievers. 

Spain defeated the Soviets 2-1 forty
years ago to win the title and is largely
expected to score full points again as
Russia is plagued by injuries and still
reeling from an embarrassing 2002
World Cup when it crashed out in the
group stage.

Finalists in 1984, Spain is tipped to
do well with Raul and Fernando Mo-
rientes leading their line. “I long to
win something with Spain,” explained
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Like Italy’s Christian Vieri, every player at Euro 2004 would hope to pull his weight successfully for his country. — Reuters

Raul. “We seem to get knocked out in
the quarterfinals. I hope that does not
happen again.” 

Alexander Mostovoi is Russia’s key
man and has spiced up the fixture by
claiming that Spain, along with host
Portugal, will benefit from favourable
refereeing decisions. 

With Raul, Morientes, and Ruben
Baraja forming a formidable spine it is
hard to see how Russia, deprived of
star defender Viktor Onopko, can turn
the Spaniards over. — Agencies

CHENNAI, JUNE 11. ESPN STAR Sports
will telecast the Euro 2004 football
championship to be played from
Saturday. 
● The schedule (all times IST): 

Group matches: June 12: Portugal v
Greece (9.25 p.m.) on ESPN; June 13:
Spain v Russia (00.10 a.m), Switzerland
v Croatia (9.25p.m.) on ESPN; June 14:
France v England (00.10 a.m.), Den-
mark v Italy (9.25 p.m.) on ESPN; June
15: Sweden v Bulgaria (00.10 a.m.),
Czech Rep v Latvia (9.25 p.m.) on
ESPN; June 16: Germany v Holland
(00.10 a.m.), Greece v Spain (9.25 p.m.)
on ESPN; June 17: Russia v Portugal
(00.10 a.m.), England v Switzerland
(9.25 p.m.) on ESPN; June 18: Croatia v
France (00.10 a.m.), Bulgaria v Den-
mark (9.25 p.m.) on ESPN; June 19: Ita-
ly v Sweden (00.10 a.m.), Latvia v
Germany (9.25 p.m.) on ESPN; June
20: Holland v Czech Rep (00.10 a.m.) on
ESPN; June 21: Spain v Portugal (00.10
a.m.), Russia v Greece (2.30 a.m. de-
ferred) on ESPN; June 22: Croatia v
England (00.10 a.m.) on STAR Sports;
Switzerland v France (00.10 a.m.) on
ESPN; June 23: Italy v Bulgaria (00.10
a.m.) on ESPN, Denmark v Sweden
(00.10 a.m.) on STAR Sports; June 24:
Holland v Latvia (00.10 a.m.) on ESPN,
Germany v Czech Rep (00.10 a.m.) on
STAR Sports; 

Quarterfinals: June 25: Quarterfinal
1 (00.10 a.m.) on STAR Sports; June
26: Quarterfinal 2 (00.10 a.m.) on STAR
Sports; June 27: Quarterfinal 3 (00.10
a.m.) on STAR Sports; June 28: Quar-
terfinal 4 (00.10 a.m.) on STAR Sports; 

Semifinals: July 1: Semifinal 1
(00.10 a.m.) on ESPN; July 2: Semifinal
2 (00.10 a.m.) on STAR Sports.

Final: July 5: At 00.10 a.m. on ESPN.

CRICKET

No short cuts to
success: Kapil Dev

By Our Sports Reporter

BANGALORE, JUNE 11. Kapil Dev held
court at the National Cricket Academy
here on Friday. The former India cap-
tain had an extended session with the
fast bowlers at the fitness camp, where
he will continue as the fast bowling
consultant. 

He attributed the recent success of
India’s seam and swing merchants to
their ability. “Whatever they have
achieved is due to their natural ability.
I try and pass on my experiences and
whatever I learnt from others to these
bowlers and it is up to them to grasp
it,” Kapil told the media after the
morning session. 

He believes that there are no short
cuts to success. “Fitness involves hard
work and there is no short cut to be-
come a champion. But only they (fast
bowlers) know their bodies better and
it is up to them to work hard and work
on specific areas,” Kapil said.

It has been a decade since Kapil
called it a day and he is aware of the
changes that have swept across the
game, especially in areas relating to
fitness. “In the last 10 years, there has
been an increased awareness about
fitness in Indian cricket. Yes, maybe
more and more players are getting in-
jured these days but they are all pro-
gressing in the right direction,” Kapil
said. 

“Yoga helps one to stay fit and once
the players learn it, they can do it on
their own. It all depends on their moti-
vation levels to do it,” he added, when
queried on the yoga sessions in the
camp.

‘I don’t think too
much about fame’

BANGALORE, JUNE 11. Irfan Pathan re-
fuses to walk in the clouds. He would
rather play cricket. “Yes, things have
moved fast in the last few months, but
I don’t think too much about fame. I
don’t want to think about it because it
will affect my mind,” Irfan said in a
chat with the media during the course
of the fast bowlers’ fitness camp in
progress at the Chinnaswamy Stadium
here.

The Baroda speedster believes that
he was indeed ready for international
cricket when the call came at midnight
after he had turned in on the eve of a
Ranji Trophy match in his one-room
house in a mosque. 

“I don’t think that it was too early
for me to play international cricket. I
waited for one and a half years to get
my break and I had also played 30 first
class matches by then. But yes, the
gulf between the under-19 level and
international cricket is big. In junior
cricket you can get away with loose
deliveries but in international cricket
you will get punished,” Irfan said.

Irfan termed his initiation into top-
level cricket as good. “To play matches
away against Australia and Pakistan
and to do well is an experience that I
will always remember. It has helped
me mature and gain confidence in my
ability. There have been some memo-
rable moments — my Test debut, my
first wicket, the victories abroad, the
series victory over Pakistan... these
you always remember,” he said. —
Our Sports Reporter

● NEW DELHI: Tendulkar afflicted
with the ‘Euro fever’ too: The excite-
ment over Euro 2004 seems to have
engulfed master blaster Sachin Ten-
dulkar too. The batting maestro drew
parallels between the cricket World
Cup and the Euro Cup saying, “being a
cricketer, I know how big the World
Cup is. It is the ultimate tournament
in cricket. Similarly, for (the) Europe-
an nations, the ultimate soccer tour-
nament will be the Euro
championship.With almost all the big
soccer teams featuring in the cham-
pionship and big stars like David
Beckham, Zinedine Zidane and Louis
Figo competing against each other, I
can imagine how exciting it can be for
a soccer fan. I think Euro 2004 is cer-
tainly going to be very exciting.” 
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