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Re: Comment Letter —- Wetland and Riparian Protection Policy - _ SWRCB EXECUTIVE
Dear Boafd member,

Wetlands, streams and riparian habitats play a key role in preserving our State’s
water quality and recharging our groundwater supplies. They play a critical role
in providing flood control. A majority of our endangered species spend time in_
wetlands and streams at some time in their life cyele. Over 85% of our sport and
commercial fisheries and most of our migratory bird species are also dependent
upon wetlands. In California, over 85% of our historic wetlands and 90% of our
riparian habitats have been lost to development and industrial agriculture. s no
wonder we have so many endangered species: B i

. Despite their important roles, hundreds of acres of wetlands and riparian habitat
are lost every year. These losses will resultin increased flooding, reduced water

quality, loss of biodiversity and increases in threatened and endangered _specie_s;.

The federal Clean Water Act once provided some protection for wetlands and
strea.mé (rarely for riparian habitat) but recent federal Supreme Court decisions
(resulting from lawsuits by the development, mining and agricultural industries)
“have removed federal jurisdiction from man?r wetlands and streams.

' The State’s weflands and streams need the maximum protection possible since
we are continuing to lose wetlands and riparian habitats every day. Thisisa

- matter of environmental health and future sustainability. ITurge you to adopt the
most protective regulations to ensure the future of these important state '
resources. : '

Sincerely, o g
@Z J// o 7%
~ AlanEhrgott

Executive Director

348 Hicnway 49 = P.O. Box 562 » CoLoma, CA 95613
PH. (530) 621-1224 & Fax (530) 621-4818 * www.arconservancy.org



