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April 17. 2007

Song Her, Clerk to the Board, Executive Office
State Water Resources Control Beard

Via Fax: 916-341-3620.

Via Email: commentlettersi@waterboards.ca.gov

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

Re: Comment Letter -Wetland and Riparian Area Protection Policy

State Water Resources Control Board,

The California Water Impact Network supports Alternative #4. According to
SWCRB’s own scoping presentation, 91% of California’s historic wetland acreage has
already been lost, along with up to 98% of the State’s historic riparian areas. Pressures on
wetlands and riparian areas are projected to increase with population growth and climate
change. For example, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change wams that wetlands
will be among the ecosysterms most impacted by climate change
(http://www.ipce.ch/SPM13apr07.pdf). California must take a stand to protect these precious
resources from physical and chemical alteration. Wetlands and riparian areas not only
provide important wildiife habitat, they are critical to water supply and quality. It is well
established that wetlands and riparian areas help to maintain watershed conditions and
instream flows, both of which are essential to ensuring a sustainable water future for
California. '

Alternative 4 should be identified as the Preferred Altermative because it will do the
most to protect wetiands and streams. The other altemnatives are insufficient.

Sincerely,

-

Carclee Krieger, President
California Water Impact Network
P.O. Box 878 .

Shaver Lake, CA 93664

P.O. Box 5462, Santa Barbara, CA 93150, email: caroleekrizsger@cox.net, Phone: 805.969.0824, Fax: 805.565.3394

Ld -

¥BEE-G95 (308) 1eBainy esjoED) B PIAB(]

PELE ‘“‘39 SE3

epLiLL 4D 2L Ay




