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Sacramento County Airport System .County Executive
G. Hardy Acree, Director of Airports Terry Schutten

~

County of Sacramento

Wetland/Riparian Policy
Deadline: 4/19/07,12 noon

April 6, 2007
t

Song Her
Clerk to the Board
Executive Office
State Water Resources Control Board .

P.O. Box 100
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Subject: Comment letter -Wetland and Riparian Area Protection Policy

Dear State Water Board:

This letter respondS to the "Notice of Public California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Scoping Meeting" issued on March 15, 2007, regarding the Proposed Wetland
and Riparian Area Protection Policy (Policy). The Sacramento County Airport System
(County Airport System) is generally concerned that interpretation and application of the
proposed Policy could in some instances conflict with the safe operation of public-use
airports in the State of California, as well as federal and State regulations pertaining to
the licensing and operation of airports. Detailed comments are below. In summary,
however, the potential effects of the Policy that should be analyzed pursuant to CEQA
are as follows:

8 Prescribed angles of landing approach require that airports be located in areas
free of surface obstructions. Consequently, airports are by necessity located in
flat areas, many of which are surrounded by wetlands and riparian habitat.

8 Parallel with the State's expanding population and economic base, California
airports are projected to serve a growing number of passengers and flight op-
erations in the coming decades. This growth may in some cases necessitate
expanding airport facilities into wetland and riparian areas.

8 Wetlands can attract waterfowl and other wildlife hazardous to aircraft opera-
tions, resulting in potential loss of life and damage to aircraft. Commercial ser-
vice airlines in the United States annually incur millions of dollars of damage to
aircraft due to collisions with birds ("bird strikes") and other wildlife common to
wetland and riparian habitats. Airport operators are therefore obligated to alter
natural features near airports in order to reduce wildlife threats to aircraft, pas-
sengers and aircrew.
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