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Comment Letter- Wetland and Ripanan Area Protoction

GC would ke o submit sommo ial commaonts and concorns regarding the wotlang and nipanan protection policios now undor
considoration. To that ond, by way of example, these comments Utihze current problems and ISsues that perain te the Ballona
Wetlands, here in Los Angeles, and the Playa Vista site's so-galled npanan corridor and its so-called frestrwater marsh’ which owust as
roconstructed areas in Ballona Wetiands, :

GC also supports and agrees with the comment letter sent try Lesiie Purcell.

Undortunataly. Grassroots Coalitron has no faith whatsoover i our state agoncies. Through oxpononce, GC bas found that the Stote
Walter Rasowrces Board has looked the other way and bowed to allowing pollics 1o rule over science. This letter servos senply as
furthar papor-trait of acknowladgemont ef the Failure of our state agencies 1 protect the public and the envirpnmaont.

The foliowing 1s a hsting of some specific issuns of concerr.

1. Welland and nparian habitats - whother romaiming, restored, enhancod or recreated - nocd 1o function ocologieally and pertorm

soencheally as part ot the enviroRiment
o the greatest extent possible. To that end, they must be protected o the greatest exitent poessible for that function 1o occur,

2. Tr0 Playa Vista sito i L.08 Angolos- bull upon the 3ationa Waotlands- 14 o Qood oxampts of prominos and agroomaont:: for wotland
and ripanian anvironmanis that have 1ailad 1o mect both the spirit and infent set forth 1o the pubhic dnd agencies,

2 The agraoment with tho Army Corpa of Enginaors was ostablishod prior to any EIR {1993) baing portarmaod upon tho Playa Vista
site. Playa Capital aitomeys currently state that the agreemants arg set in stone and cannot be changed. While a lalse statomont, tho
reahity is that the Corps simply looks the other way and provides no protection to the wetlands or the riparian cornder.

The ngreement should bova ndvor occurred without as CIR hagvmag bean done. New infarmation (post EIR) regarding onormous
aiheld gas mugration through the aros has baen 1otally ignored by both the Corps and tho so-called Tead agency® the LARWQGCE | tha
LARWQCS has ao legal jurisdiction over migrating oiheld gases and no ciher agency has pansdichien aver the sita).

While the Corps states within the agreement thal changes can bo made based upon new information or Critonia ihat occur over time,
ther Corps provides Go pretection or accountability from Flaya Capital and thus therg is no legitimate protoction givee o tho wotinnds.

b. The Apnl 19, 2007 letter from Playa Copital regarding Playa Vista provides a rogy portrayal that is rife with Jack of disclosure to
SOROUS probiems which they chooso to dodge accountibiily

1. Playa Vista provides no accountability for the performance of its most aritical and nacessary safety system, the 56-gas vent welis,
Without proper performance of this system thoe site was dotermined, by the City Council, 10 be too dangerous to develop. Public
Rocord ACt roquosts asking 1o portormansa imormation ronpond that thare 1 noanformanon. These systoms must bo kept (roo trom
watter intrugion of they fail (the 507 vent weils would resids within an aquifer). City documents state this problem in many differam
repods, including'the experimental SO° pilol vent well attern pts. Howovor, currently the City simply states that the SO vent welis ace in
alace and that thoy work. Tho City and Filaya Capital howovor, provid) no data 1o back up the cloim - There has boon no study to
determing how much waier must bo dowatored for proper performance and no study (o determine how tho dowatenng would impad
the wellands or the ripanan corridor :

Thers 5§ NO acCountaiity put upon Flays Coprtal. The Playa Vista sio, Irom 25 incoplion, wis and continues; 10 bo 2400K- tha-other
way , lot no truc scionce get in the way of development - site, )

2. Plyyn Captal «-abhandoneg am ciliwest- Univirsity Cry Syndaicato- 100400 within what s now tho so-called rostwaator irsh® {irs
actuahty it s Catch-basin for tap wator and some Tun- off). Aficr tho Division of (il and GAS signed off on tha well, mithons of cubic feet
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of oiffield gas have been oroiling up through the waters adjacent to the well location, Playa Capital's own analysis of the emitting gas
revadin tho gases as ailfiold gases with lovols of bydrogon sulhido high orough 1o causo physas damage undor profongod axposuro.
(However, i Maya's summary of the repert, Piaya Gapital's consultants conveniently and falzoly call the gas- swamp gas-biogeme.)
The gas consttuents in the report are only found in cilfield gas but Flaya Capital inevitably gets away with a corrupted repor,

The City of LA hands over more Mello Roos dotlars te Playa Capital for havng done a re-abandonmaont. The City wgnores the milhons
of cubic teet that continue 10 broi! 10 the surface, day i and day out

This loakage consututos A danger 1o both the public and tho oavirenmant Dut docauso itis poliicaily incorract to apply acanca and
accountabuity 1o this danger, itis ignored.

3. The npanan corndor agroomaent stated the Base of the coridor wis 1 be cut down o the shallow Ballona wator table dopth.
nsiead, Playa Camial lays mombranos, prasumiably in tha attempt to sot allow the undartying 1ox¢ plumo contaminahon co-mmgle
with the surface water in the cornidor. The undesdying Howard Hueghes texic plumes, aflor twonty years of aversight by the LARWQGCS,
are still not cleanad up. Playa Capital has no veal mcentive (o clean the plumes singco tho LARWOCE allows devalopment to continun
over the plumos. The onginal agroement calls for a pump & troat of the groundwatar 10r uae in the corndor, This han nover occurrnd
and currently the groundwater that is pumped from the Playa Vista ¢evelopmant sitc 15 sent into the sewer lings- also without
accountabidity for volumes of payment.

A The so-called riparian coridor has numerous vertical concreta channais that are not natural habitat sreas. Those areas can sorve
s traps of water that lure wading watorfowd in and thor provide ns access away from the deep water.

Balteolds, streat fightss, and othor human amoentios dormnate tho COMaor and prociudo tho promisae of natural habitat,

Playn Vista gots away with ot of those agregious activitios and then, in ity fottor roquests that they not be subjectad "wntors of thoe stiate®
protecton, MO wondor .

tweuld be st one morn layer of protaction that Playa Captal could use 11 its arsenal of Public Reiations jargon.

Flayn discunsos tho bonofits of naturad wolland treatment rons yat fails 1o disclosn that onvircnmontal groups have boon attompiing to
have the Phase 2 portion of Playa Vista be purchased as the 1ast lArge remaining open $pace in tho LA constal arcyg that eould be

wliiized for this umigue purpose. Playa Capttal has refused 10 discuss this polential with the City and the public 1n any meaningful way.

N CONCLUSION, until 10ere 15 10l 3s0iosurs and (oread ACCOUNEABINtY, waliand and npanan protecnon will continue 16 bo o fryth

BIRcoroly,
P McEPhorson, Grasaeools Coalihon




