






























 

 

 
 
 
November 12, 2010 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer  

312 N. Spring Street, Suite 1748   

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

 

RE:  SUPPORT for California High Speed Rail Track 2 ARRA Funding 

 

Dear Senator Boxer: 

 
I am writing to strongly express my support for California’s 

application for High Speed Rail Track 2 ARRA funding. I am Co-

Director of cityLAB, an urban thinktank operated out of UCLA’s 

Department of Architecture and Urban Design, which is currently 

working under a generous grant from the Haynes foundation to 

examine the urban development opportunities and strategies that 

have been discovered and employed by global cities that are 

currently served by High Speed Rail (in Holland, Japan and 

France, to name a few), in order to ascertain how those lessons 

might be profitably applied to the cities at which California’s 

own HSR system will stop.  

 

Based upon our research thus far, what is clear is the tremendous 

importance that High Speed Rail will play in the revitalization 

of the cities at which the train will stop, which in many cases 

have not seen economic prosperity for decades, with their 

populations dwindling as a result of shifts toward major urban 

centers. HSR represents a unique opportunity to reverse that 

flow, not just in terms of an increase in residency (due to a 

decreased commute time), but also because of the unprecendented 

opportunity in offers workers who will continue to live in major 

urban centers to cleanly and easily “out commute” to jobs in 

those smaller locales which up until now were considered too far 

and inaccessible. That is why so many local governments are vying 

for the train to bring jobs and intermodal links to their 

communities. 

 

Secondly, it will result in the dramatic decrease in automobile, 

and even airline use in travel between the destinations it will 

serve, resulting in a significant reduction in carbon emissions 

and traffic statewide. HSR produces just a third of the 



 

 

greenhouse gases of airplanes and a fifth of that of automobiles, 

and runs on 100 percent renewable energy, taking 12 billion 

pounds of GHGs out of the environment annually.  

 

Third, High Speed Rail will represent an investment in 

infrastructure that will not only result in thousands of jobs in 

the construction field, but also in the design and planning of 

the stations and station areas that must be developed to receive 

and handle passengers, which are as essential as the train itself 

to insuring the sustained economic growth and vitality of those 

station locations.  

 

And finally, if planned correctly, HSR will provide an 

opportunity to establish a more sustainable, transit-related 

pattern of development in the cities it serves, many of which are 

located in the central valley, where urban sprawl is everyday 

consuming land which for decades has served a productive 

agricultural use that is instrumental to our state’s—and 

nation’s--food supply, and ultimately, its economic prosperity.  

 

California has applied for approximately $4.7 billion in ARRA 

Track 2 funding.  These stimulus dollars are critical to ensure 

success, in meeting the ambitious construction schedule 

California voters deserve and expect. WE NEED THESE FUNDS NOW. 

Pleas do whatever you can do to advance consideration of 

California’s application, which is ESSENTIAL to getting “shovels 

in the ground,” making HSR a reality in California in the near 

future. 

 

Thank you for your attention to the urgency of this matter.  

Please feel free to contact me at (424) 228.5676, if you have 

questions or comments. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Yours, 

 

 

Roger Sherman 

Co-Director, cityLAB (UCLA) 

Principal, Roger Sherman Architecture and Urban Design 

 

 

 

cc:  Dr. Dana Cuff, Director, cityLAB 

 Harrison Higgins, cityLAB 

Jo Linda Thompson, Executive Director, ACHST 

  
 



 

 

 
 
 
November 13, 2010 

 

 

 

The Honorable Diane Feinstein   

11111 Santa Monica Blvd., Ste 915   

Los Angeles,  CA 90025 

 

RE:  SUPPORT for California High Speed Rail Track 2 ARRA Funding 

Dear Senator Feinstein: 

 

I am writing to strongly express my support for California’s 

application for High Speed Rail Track 2 ARRA funding. I am Co-

Director of cityLAB, an urban thinktank operated out of UCLA’s 

Department of Architecture and Urban Design, which is currently 

working under a generous grant from the Haynes foundation to 

examine the urban development opportunities and strategies that 

have been discovered and employed by global cities that are 

currently served by High Speed Rail (in Holland, Japan and 

France, to name a few), in order to ascertain how those lessons 

might be profitably applied to the cities at which California’s 

own HSR system will stop.  

 

Based upon our research thus far, what is clear is the tremendous 

importance that High Speed Rail will play in the revitalization 

of the cities at which the train will stop, which in many cases 

have not seen economic prosperity for decades, with their 

populations dwindling as a result of shifts toward major urban 

centers. HSR represents a unique opportunity to reverse that 

flow, not just in terms of an increase in residency (due to a 

decreased commute time), but also because of the unprecendented 

opportunity in offers workers who will continue to live in major 

urban centers to cleanly and easily “out commute” to jobs in 

those smaller locales which up until now were considered too far 

and inaccessible. That is why so many local governments are vying 

for the train to bring jobs and intermodal links to their 

communities. 

 

Secondly, it will result in the dramatic decrease in automobile, 

and even airline use in travel between the destinations it will 

serve, resulting in a significant reduction in carbon emissions 

and traffic statewide. HSR produces just a third of the 

greenhouse gases of airplanes and a fifth of that of automobiles, 



 

 

and runs on 100 percent renewable energy, taking 12 billion 

pounds of GHGs out of the environment annually.  

 

Third, High Speed Rail will represent an investment in 

infrastructure that will not only result in thousands of jobs in 

the construction field, but also in the design and planning of 

the stations and station areas that must be developed to receive 

and handle passengers, which are as essential as the train itself 

to insuring the sustained economic growth and vitality of those 

station locations.  

 

And finally, if planned correctly, HSR will provide an 

opportunity to establish a more sustainable, transit-related 

pattern of development in the cities it serves, many of which are 

located in the central valley, where urban sprawl is everyday 

consuming land which for decades has served a productive 

agricultural use that is instrumental to our state’s—and 

nation’s--food supply, and ultimately, its economic prosperity.  

 

California has applied for approximately $4.7 billion in ARRA 

Track 2 funding.  These stimulus dollars are critical to ensure 

success, in meeting the ambitious construction schedule 

California voters deserve and expect. WE NEED THESE FUNDS NOW. 

Pleas do whatever you can do to advance consideration of 

California’s application, which is ESSENTIAL to getting “shovels 

in the ground,” making HSR a reality in California in the near 

future. 

 

Thank you for your attention to the urgency of this matter.  

Please feel free to contact me at (424) 228.5676, if you have 

questions or comments. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Yours, 

 

 

Roger Sherman 

Co-Director, cityLAB (UCLA) 

Principal, Roger Sherman Architecture and Urban Design 

 

 

 

cc:  Dr. Dana Cuff, Director, cityLAB 

 Harrison Higgins, cityLAB 

Jo Linda Thompson, Executive Director, ACHST 
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October 9,2009

Mr. Ray LaHood Mr. JosePh C. Szabo

Secretary Administrator
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590 Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood and Administrator Szabo:

As Members of Congress from the state of California, we write in strong support of
California's high-speed passenger rail applications for federal stimulus funding. In February

2009, Congress passed and the President signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA), which included $8 billion dollars for competitive high-speed rail grants.

When it comes to constructing high-speed rail, California is far ahead of any other state or
region. Californians last year voted for more than $9 billion in bond funding toward California's
high-speed rail and became the only state in the nation to have passed a high-speed rail measure.

Planning and engineering work for our 800-mile system has been ongoing for more than 13 years

and significant environmental review work has already been completed. The state is ready to

move on segments that can be operational, produce revenue and lay the groundwork for
completion of the entire train system. Califomia is, therefore, uniquely positioned to receive and

quickly utilize stimulus funds.

Along with the state's dollar-for-dollar matching funds, the federal funding California is

seeking would create approximately 130,000 quality jobs throughout the state, including regions

that have been hit hard by our economic downturn.

o The preliminary engineering and environmental work funding encompassing the entire route

from Sacramento to San Diego would be immediately responsible for 12,000 well-paying
jobs.

o The design and construction of the San Francisco to San Jose section would directly create

11,400 jobs and be responsible for a total of 34,200 jobs beginning immediately.
o The design and construction of the Los Angeles to Anaheim section would directly create

77,900jobs and be responsible for a total of 53,700 jobs beginning in 2011.
o The design and construction of the Fresno to Bakersfield section would directly create

5,500 jobs and be responsible for a total of 16,500 jobs beginning in 2012'
o The design and construction of the Merced to Fresno section would directly create 3,500

jobs and be responsible for a total of 10'500 jobs beginning in 2012'

PRINIED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Investing in high-speed rail in California will change the fabric of our state and our country,

and will help in the development ofjobs and local economies. This application for federal funds

has the support of the voters, the federal and state legislators, local governments, and the

business, labor and environmental communities. We, therefore, urge you to fully fund
California' s high-speed rail applications.

Sincerely,

â-
óllrb; t

DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress

NANCY PELOS
Member of Congrèss

Senator

A

S CARDOZA
Member of Congress

SAM FARR

mber of Congress

Member of Congress

OFGREN
Member of Congress

CE NAPOLITANO
Member of Congress



Member of Congress

Member of Congress

LINDA SANCHEZ

Member of Congress

er of Congress

Member of Congress



 

 

 

 

 

October 9, 2009 

 

 

 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 

United State Senate 

112 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

Dear Senator Boxer: 

 

The California State Association of Counties (CSAC) writes in support of the California High Speed 

Rail Authority’s (Authority) application for Capital Assistance for High-Speed Rail Corridor and 

Intercity Passenger Rail Service funding.  The Authority is applying for $4.7 billion in federal 

funding authorized under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  We urge you to 

support the HSRA’s application as well.  

 

California’s plan for a high-speed rail system is arguably the most advanced in the nation, in both 

terms of sophistication of the system itself and in the planning necessary to begin construction of 

such a state-of-the-art facility.  Planning and engineering work for the 800-mile system has been 

ongoing for more than 13 years, with significant environmental review work already completed.  

California is the first place in our nation where we will see a true high-speed rail system.  As such, 

CSAC urges you to convey your strong support for HRSA’s grant application as the Obama 

administration continues its review of high-speed rail funding requests. 

 

We would also like to highlight some other important considerations that make California’s 

application high ranking among other states: 

 

� Last year, Californians voted to put $9.95 billion in bond funding toward the effort. No other 

state comes even close to that level of investment. 

� California’s proposed system already has strong support of its local governments, regional 

transportation agencies, and Legislature. 

� In California, when we say “high-speed trains,” we truly mean high speed – up to 220 mph – not 

moderately improved existing rail lines that other states and regions are talking about. 

� California has pledged to match, dollar-for-dollar, the funding it receives from ARRA.  That will 

essentially double the federal government’s investment. 

� The funding California has requested would create nearly 130,000 quality jobs throughout the 

state, including in regions that have been hit hard by our economic downturn such as Los 

Angeles and the Central Valley. 

� Environmentalists rally behind this clean mode of transportation, which is responsible for just a 

third of the greenhouse gases of airplanes and a fifth of that of automobiles.  California’s 

high-speed train system will run on 100 percent renewable energy and will take 12 billion 

pounds of GHGs out of the environment annually. 

 



 

 

Once again, California’s system will be the first in the United States that is effectively tied into 

other modes of transportation, dramatically improves mobility, improves the environment by 

reducing greenhouse gases, and quickly produces hundreds of thousands of quality jobs.  CSAC 

urges your support for the Authority’s application as a very important step forward to jump 

starting the economy and building a better future for California.  

 

Should you have any questions regarding our position or need any additional information, please 

contact Joe Krahn, CSAC Federal Representative, Waterman and Associates at (202) 898-1444, or 

DeAnn Baker, CSAC Senior Legislative Representative at (916) 327-7500 ext. 509. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Paul McIntosh 

Executive Director 

California State Association of Counties 

 



 
 
From: Zaremberg, Allan [mailto:allan.zaremberg@calchamber.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2009 10:25 AM 
 
Subject: Transportation Letter 

 
 

 
 
Joseph C. Szabo 
 
Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
  
Ray LaHood 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
  
RE: Support of California’s application for High Speed Rail funding 
 
Dear  
  
We are writing in support of the State of California’s application to the Federal Railroad Administration 
for $4.5 billion in federal funding for high‐speed rail. We have come together because the building of a 
high‐speed rail system in California will create sustainable green jobs, spur economic growth and protect 
our environment. 
  
California has already made substantial investments in a high‐speed rail system and is well prepared to 
receive and use federal funding immediately. For the last ten years, the High Speed Rail Authority has 



done the studies necessary to prepare for the implementation of high‐speed trains. California is the only 
state in the nation that has passed a high‐speed rail bond measure. 
  
Federal funds would be put to use right away in California, consistent with the President’s vision of an 
immediate economic stimulus program. The Transbay Transit Center, the northernmost terminus of the 
Los Angeles to San Francisco route, is fully shovel ready with all local funding secured, environmental 
impact reports completed and other aspects of the project already under construction. California has 
hundreds of grade separation and other projects already underway in preparation to break ground on 
the first segment of the route.  
  
High‐speed rail create new opportunities for economic growth. Businesses will benefit from the 
improved movement of goods and people throughout the state. High‐speed rail will increase the speed 
of deliveries and ability of businesses to attract workers from all over the state. Tourism will flourish as 
visitors and residents explore California more quickly and easily than before.  
  
The construction and operation of a high‐speed rail system is projected to create 160,000 construction 
and 450,000 permanent jobs. The economic downturn has had a devastating impact on working people 
in California, and recovery is projected to lag behind other states. The creation of new jobs will bring 
new life to the construction industry that has seen jobs losses of 20% in the last year alone. Thousands 
of working families that feared long‐term unemployment would have new opportunities for permanent 
jobs created by the high speed rail system.  
  
High‐speed rail will eliminate 12 billion pounds of environmentally damaging emissions each year—the 
equivalent of removing 1 million cars from our roads. The immediate improvements in air quality are 
huge, as are the long‐term benefits to our state and our planet.  
  
Business, labor and environmental groups urge you to support full funding of California’s application for 
high‐speed rail. 
 

















































































































































































































STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 942849

SACRAMENTO, C A 94249-007 1
(91 6) 31 9-2071

FAX (916) 319-2171

WEBSITE
assemblymember.miller@ assembly.ca. gov
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$,akfwnia T[tgixlwtarc

COMMITTEES
VICE CHAIR, ENVIRONMENTAL

SAFETY AND TOXIC MATERIALS
APPROPRIATIONS
FDUCATION
TRANSPORTATION

IEFF MILLER
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY-FIRST DISTFIICT

September 2009

Curt Pringle
Board Chairman
Califomia High-Speed Rail Authority
925L Street. Suite 1425
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: ARRA Track 2 Grant ApPlication

Dear Chairman Prinsle:

The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) offers an unprecedented opporfirnity for

our state to secure funding for its long-awaited California High-Speed Train System. I am

writing on behalf of the 71't Assembly District to express support for the funding of the

California High-Speed Train Los Angeles to San Diego Section through the ARRA Ttack 2

Grant Application.

The $42.5 million request will provide full funding for environmental review through the

National Environmental Policy Act and the Califomia Environmental Quality Act for this 160+

mile High-Speed Train Section, which extends from Los Angeles to San Diego, via the Inland

Empire. These federal funds would help leverage the $9.95 billion in bond revenue approved by

Califomia voters in November 2008.

The Los Angeles to San Diego Section of the High-Speed Train System provides a key link

from Southern California to the Sections in the Central Valley and Bay Area. Route alignments

and stations are being studied in our area now, and public support and momentum are building.

Without a doubt, a High-Speed Train System traveling up to 220 miles per hour will jump-start

our economy, reduce traffic congestion and protect our environment.

California continues to suffer from a massive economic meltdown. In Southem California, the

situation is even worse:
o In San Diego County, the unemployment rate is at 10.4%o, and home foreclosure rates are

in the top 26 of cities nationwide.
o In Los Angeles County, unemployment is at l2.3oh, with foreclosures in the top 35 of the

nation.
. In the Riverside/San Bernardino (Inland Empire) region, the picture is most dire, with

unemployment topping l4o/o andhome foreclosure rates fourth in the nation.

Proudly Serving Riverside and Orange Counties
Printed on Recvcled Paper







STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 942849

SAoRAM ENTO, C A 94249-007 1
(916) 319-2071

FAX (91 6) 319-2171

WEBSITE
assemblymember. miller@ assembly.ca.gov

$*xwahLg
$,akfwnia Tftgix[wtarc

COMMITTEES
VICE CHAIR, ENVIRONMENTAL

SAFETY AND TOXIC MATERIALS
APPROPRIATIONS
EDUCATION
TRANSPORTATION

TEFF MILLER
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY.FIRST DISTRICT

The High-Speed Train System will provide an economic boon to Southern California, thanks
the creation of 45,250jobs in San Diego County, 96,300 jobs in LA County and 19,200 jobs

the Inland Empire by 2030-2035.

Traffic congestion costs Californians close to $20 billion each year in wasted fuel and lost time.

With nearly 93 million anticipated riders per year by 2030, the High-Speed Train System will

reduce that impact. Lengthy commutes will be cut dramatically, with trip times between San

Diego and Los Angeles estimated to be only I hour and 18 minutes, and trip times between Los

Angeles and Riverside expected to be a mere 33 minutes.

Finally, the High-Speed Train System will help protect California's environment. Dependence

on foreign oil is expected to be reduced by 12.7 million barrels per year and greenhouse gases

will be cut by 12 billion pounds each year. This will translate to improved air quality and a likely

reduction in health-related concerns.

We are excited about our state's investment in the California High-Speed Rail System and lend

our support to the ARRA Track 2 GrantApplication.

Thank you for considering our position.

Sincerely,

tu
Califomia State Assemblyman
71" District

Proudly Serving Riverside and Orange Counties
Printed on Recvcled Paper
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STATE CAPITOL
SACRAMENTO,  CA 95AI4

rEL (91  6)  651-4037
FAX (916)  327-21A7

DISTRICT OFFICESI
5225 CANYON CREST DRIVE

> u t  I  E  5 0 u
R I V E R S I D E ,  C A 9 2 5 0 7

TEL (951 )  6A0-6750
FAX (951)  6A0-6757

7 3 . 7 I O  F R E D  W A R I N G  D R I V E
su tTE toa

PALM DESERT,  CA 92260
TEL (760) 568-040A
FAX (760) 568- I 50 I

WWW.SENATE,CA.GOV/BENOIT

$.alifffinia fitate f,tnatt
SENATOR

JOHN J.  BENOIT
THIRTY SEVENTH SENATE DISTRICT

COMMITTEES:

E N E R G Y ,  U T I L I T I E S  A N D
COMMUNICATIONS
VICE-CHAIR

PUBLIC SAFETY
VICE-CHAIR

B U D G E T  A N D  F I S C A L  R E V I E W

GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATION

NATURAL RESOURCES
AND WATER

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
A N D  R E T I R E M E N T

J O I N T  C O M M I T T E E  O N  R U L E S

October 2,2009

Curt Pringle
Board Chairman
California High-Speed Rail Authority
925 L. Street, Suite 1425
Sacramento .  CA 95814

Subject: Support lbr California High-Speed Rail Authority - ARRA Track 2 Grant

Dear Clhairman Pringle:

I am writing to express rny wlrolehearted support of the California High-Speed Rail Authority application for
the ARRA *Track 2 Grarrt. After careful consideration of their issues and projected use tbr the funds, I
believe the California High-Speed Rail ALrthority is fully worthy and capable of receiving an award.

I  arn f i rmly aware of the economic condit ions that have severely impacted Sout lrern Cal i fbrnia. In San
Diego Clourrty, the unemployment rate is at l0.4Yo, arrd home foreclosure rates are in tlie top 26 of cities
nat iorrwide. In l .os Angeles Cor"rnty,  unemployment is at 123% with fbreclosures in the top 35 o1' the nat ion.
ln i ts mosl dire si tLrat ion the l { iverside/ Sarr Bernardino ( lnland Ernpire) region has an unemployment rate of
l4oh and home tbreclosure rates four lh in the nat ion. ' l 'he High-Speed Rai l  System wi l lprovide an economic
boom with the creat ion of 45,250 jobs in San Diego County,96,300 jobs in LA County and 19,200 jobs in
the Inland Ernpire by 2030-2035

The $42.5 million request will provide full funding for environmental review through tlre National
Environmental  Pol icy Act and the Cal i fornia Environmental  Qual i ty Act for this 160+ rni le High-Speed
Train Section, which extends from Los Angeles to San Diego, via the Inland Empire. With nearly 93 million
anticipated riders per year by 2030, the High-Speed Train System will reduce the impact of wasted fuel and
t ime. l -engthy commutes wi l l  be cut dramatical ly.  The dependence on foreign oi l  is expected to be reduced
by 12.7 rnill ion barrels per year. 'fhis will translate to improved air quality and a likely reduction in
health-related concerns.

Thank you fbr the opportunity to express my suppoft of California High-Speed Rail Authority's submittal for
ARRA funds. Please feel free to contact my office at(951) 680-6750 if I can provide furlher assistance.

JJts:ec



B L U E S T O N E 
C O M M U N I T I E S 

 
 
 
 
 
September 25, 2009 
 
 
Curt Pringle 
Board Chairman 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
925 L Street, Suite 1425 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:   Support for the ARRA Track 2 Grant Application 
 
Dear Chairman Pringle: 
 
The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) offers an unprecedented 
opportunity for our state to secure funding for its long-awaited California High-Speed 
Train System. I am writing to express support for the funding of the California High-
Speed Train Los Angeles to San Diego Section through the ARRA Track 2 Grant 
Application. 
 
It is our understanding that the $42.5 million request will provide full funding for 
environmental review through the National Environmental Policy Act and the California 
Environmental Quality Act for this 160+ mile High-Speed Train Section which extends 
from Los Angeles to San Diego, via the Inland Empire. These federal funds would 
help leverage the $9.95 billion in bond revenue approved by California voters in 
November 2008.    
 
The Los Angeles to San Diego Section of the High-Speed Train System provides a 
key link from Southern California to the Sections in the Central Valley and Bay Area. 
Route alignments and stations are being studied in our area now, and public support 
and momentum are building.  Without a doubt, a High-Speed Train System traveling up 
to 220 miles per hour will jump-start our economy, reduce traffic congestion and protect 
our environment.   
 
California continues to suffer from a massive economic meltdown. In Southern 
California, the situation is even worse: 
 

• In San Diego County, the unemployment rate has reached 10.4%, and home 
foreclosure rates are in the top 26 of cities nationwide. 

• In Los Angeles County, unemployment has reached 12.3%, with foreclosures in 
the top 35 of the nation. 

• In the Riverside/San Bernardino (Inland Empire) region, the picture is most dire, 
with unemployment topping 14% and home foreclosure rates fourth in the nation.  

 
17922 Fitch, Irvine, CA 92614 

Telephone:  (949) 475-4110      Facsimile:  (949) 475-4115 



September 25, 2009 
Page 2 of 2 

The High-Speed Train System will provide an economic boon to Southern California, 
thanks to the creation of 45,250 jobs in San Diego County, 96,300 jobs in LA County 
and 19,200 jobs in the Inland Empire by 2030-2035.   
 
Traffic congestion costs Californians close to $20 billion each year in wasted fuel and 
lost time. With nearly 93 million anticipated riders per year by 2030, the High-Speed 
Train System will reduce that impact.  Lengthy commutes will be cut dramatically, with 
trip times between San Diego and Los Angeles estimated to be only 1 hour and 18 
minutes, and trip times between Los Angeles and Riverside expected to be a mere 33 
minutes. 
 
Finally, the High-Speed Train System will help protect California’s environment. 
Dependence on foreign oil is expected to be reduced by 12.7 million barrels per year 
and greenhouse gases will be cut by 12 billion pounds each year. This will translate to 
improved air quality and a likely reduction in health-related concerns.  
 
We are excited about our state’s investment in the California High-Speed Rail System 
and lend our support to the ARRA Track 2 Grant Application.  
 
Thank you for considering our position. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
BLUESTONE COMMUNITIES 
 
 
 
Michael Kerr 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

September 23, 2009 

 

The Honorable Curt Pringle     

Mayor, City of Anaheim 

Board Chair, California High Speed Rail Authority 

925 L Street, Suite 1425 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Support ARRA Grant Application  
 

Dear Chariman Pringle: 

 

On behalf of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to express our support 

for the High Speed Rail Authority’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Grant 

Application.  A 21
st
 century transportation network is crucial to California and the nation’s 

economic success.  High speed rail, specifically, will serve as the spine of a system that will 

improve mobility all along our state. 

 

The delivery of $ 4.6 Billion in funds for a high speed rail system will have a significant impact 

on the local economy of Southern California as well. ARRA’s purpose is to stimulate job and 

economic growth. Given that Los Angeles County currently has greater than 12% unemployment, 

funding for a modern transportation system will help us in the very immediate-term. Funds 

directed to California would provide thousands of jobs, while reducing traffic congestion and 

helping the state achieve its green house gas emissions reduction goals set out in AB 32.  

 

California is a leader in many ways, including planning for high speed rail. We support your 

application and urge that the federal government reward that leadership by investing in California 

high speed rail.  

 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Gary Toebben  

President & CEO 
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