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Report Summary 

Cellular data cards have become a hot topic with the deployment 
of 3G networks in China.  Among the currently used 2.5G data 
cards, the CDMA2000 1X mode has dominated the Chinese 
market since 2007.  However, according to an In-Stat consumer 
survey conducted in April 2009, more than 60% of current 2.5G 
data card users are dissatisfied with network access speeds.  
Deployment of 3G networks is strongly supported by the Chinese 
government.  Total 2.5G subscribers in China numbered 634 
million as of 2008; therefore, there is still plenty of room for 
transferring subscribers from 2.5G to 3G in 2009 and beyond.  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Development of 3G networks 

will be the major driver of the 
data card market in China. 

 About 99% of current data 
card users express interest in 
buying 3G data cards within 
two years. 

 In-Stat believes that the 
turning point for the 3G data 
card market will come in 2010, 
with shipments of 7.1 million, 
including embedded and 
external modems. 

The Chinese market is ready for 3G data cards, but network 
service fees and limited bandwidth are major concerns for 
potential users of 3G data cards.   

To fully understand the Chinese data card market from the 
operator, vendor, and consumer sides, In-Stat interviewed several 
industry specialists from operators and data card vendors and then 
conducted an online consumer survey in China in April of 2009, 
with a total of 600 respondents, including current and potential 
users.  

For more information or to 
purchase, see the report online or 
call 1.480.483.4441. 

With the results of our research, this report presents the current status of the Chinese data card market 
and the user base, as well as outlines the development of the 3G market.  Then the report explains why 
China needs 3G data cards, with conclusions supported by our consumer survey analysis and industry 
analysis.  Finally, data card shipment forecasts, based on analysis of drivers and barriers, is presented. 

http://www.instat.com/abstract.asp?id=240&SKU=IN0904377CCM
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