Rail Freight Briefing
This briefing aims to show the importance of integrating rail freight into option choices in the
national and regional DaSTS studies. As part of this process, sites for terminals, suitable traffic
and rail network upgrades schemes need to be identified.
1. Regional partnership support in the regions has been crucial in achieving new traffic to rail.
Regional and local authority support has been crucial in realizing network upgrades, examples are:-.
• Southampton to West Midlands
The Seeda led Impacte gauge enhancements project with partners AWM, ABP, Network Rail
(NR), European funding (£70.7m);
• Humber Ports upgrades
The Yorkshire Forward ,NR & ABP support realised an increase on the Hull Docks Branch –
increases trains from 12 to 22 per day. (£15.5M) on the Hull docks branch and improvements in
network resilience with the re-opening of the Brigg Line.
• Access to Liverpool Port
Merseytravel, NR, Northern Way/ERDF/consortium of 6 authorities LTP funding for Olive Mount
Chord
• West Midlands rail freight access to terminal
Birch Coppice was gauge cleared to the mainline through support of £2.7m from NR & AWM
• Access to Felixstowe
Peterborough – Nuneaton gauge clearance will complete cross country route and some capacity
upgrades, funded by NR, EEDA, EERA and European grants.
• Telford International Rail Freight Terminal built
Telford & Wrekin Council, Homes & Communities Agency, AWM, & European Regional Develop.
• Funding for W10 gauge studies from EERA, EMRA plus other key studies
A combination of the DaSTS studies and the Strategic Freight Network offers new opportunities for rail.
2. Size of rail market and potential for growth
•

Rail now has 11.5% of the surface transport
market (rail and HGV) compared to 8% in 1994.

•

Rail freight was estimated to have removed 6.7m
lorry journeys from UK roads equating to 1.4
billion lorry kilometres in 2007/08.

•

By 2030 rail freight volumes will have more than
doubled according to RFG/FTA forecasts,
supported by DfT and Network Rail.The majority of
this growth will be in the intermodal sector – from
6 billion tonnes.km today to over 30 billion.km in
2030.

In fact a quarter of what we eat, sit on, drive, work with
and wear is transported by rail from the key southern container ports of Southampton and Felixstowe. If
the rail network is upgraded rail’s market share could increase to nearer 40% out of Felixstowe, the UK’s
biggest container port which has 28 daily rail services, which would help relieve the congested A14 by
removing 40 million lorry miles each year.

3. Rail freight is not confined to bulk markets
Deep sea traffic has both increased both its market share and maintained the volumes compared to
07/08 in recession despite imports over the quay decreasing by between 10-20% last year. The figures
for 07/08 were 5.15 billion net tonne kms with a small increase to 5.16 billion net tonne kms for 08/09
despite difficult trading conditions. Q2 results show a 2% increase on previous year. The 2 last quarters
for 09/10 show that this is consistent.
4. Government is already investing in rail freight but more is needed
The Government set out its long-term vision of the SFN and what is needed to increase rail freight
volumes. SFN is designed to provide a reliable robust strategic network with diversion routes which will
connect national major freight routes including links to the ports. The Government has already and
committed £220m between 2009 and 2014 to commence the development of the SFN.
5. Continued investment in SFN from 2014 onwards needed to realise its full benefits
The Dasts process offers an opportunity for continued funding beyond 2014 (NR CP5) which would
enable more gauge clearance and capacity enhancements on key SFN routes. A priority example being
the bulk of the capacity upgrades needed on the Felixstowe-Nuneaton route which would mean that 40
million lorry miles a year could be removed from the route. Completion of the GN/GE Joint Line which
provides diversionary capability for freight between Peterborough and Doncaster would have
considerable passenger and freight benefits.
5. Rail freight’s impact on regional and local economy
The value of logistics jobs
Dispatch clerks, warehouse pickers £300 pw
HGV/truck operatives
£350 pw
Supervisory
£400 pw
Call centre operators
£278 pw
Main logistics positions needs skills including IT
Source Midlands Logistics Study MDS Transmodal Regeneris 2005

Changes in employment and industry patterns show that
warehousing (B8) can offer as many jobs as manufacturing
(B2) and in some cases create more jobs than modern
manufacturing or modern offices (B1c). TfL stated that the cross section of B8 related jobs can play an
important community role as “warehousing and logistics also have the potential to contribute to social
inclusion by providing a range of employment opportunities at different skills levels and typically within or
close to areas of relative deprivation”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jobs at terminals/ interchanges
Direct Indirect
Size (HA)
DIRFT existing
2595
180
Howbury Park proposed
2670 2668
67
Port Salford Proposed
1950 195
116
Trafford
proposed
4981 2105
136
Parkside proposed 7000 1000
147
Radlett proposed
3257
100
Teesport
2000 3000

Data compiled by Intermodality for the Railfreight Interchange Investment Group

It is estimated that rail freight operators employ around 7,200 staff directly with other staff employed by
Network Rail, at ports and terminals and other suppliers.
6. New rail traffic in intermodal market
Stobarts has started importing fresh Spanish produce in a refrigerated temperature controlled train from
Valencia to Dagenham run by DB Schenker. This weekly service of 1,100 miles represents the longest
train journey in Europe by a single operator. The faster journey time by rail means that the produce is
fresher as well and Stobbart intends to expand this to a daily service. This weekly service alone
represents a reduction of 13.7 million kilometres or road journeys and a reduction in CO2 emissions of
8625 tonnes a year. And importantly on the return journey to Spain the train will be full of pallets being
carried for CHEP ensuring that is no empty running.
Norfolk Line and Freight Europe have been running regular temperature controlled services from Italy to
the UK since July 2009 which has set uprecendented reliabilities levels achieving 100% performance
despite the fact that it is using four rail operators.
Asda has been using rail in partnership with the Malcolm Group and Direct Rail Services since 2001 for
what is now a daily service which connects the Asda National Distribution centre at Magna Park to its
RDC in Grangemouth a distance of 550 kilometres. The annual road travel savings, allowing for
movements from the rail terminals to the distribution centres is 9,718,800 kms and a savings of 6,376
tonnes of CO2 emissions. Rail services offered by the Malcolm Group) now also include deliveries
between Grangemouth and Linwood Grangemouth and Aberdeen Daventry (DIRFT) and Mossend.
Pepsi, Britvic, Robinsons, Tango,J20 & Fruit Shoot produced from sites in East Anglia, Yorks and
Humber delivered by road to DIRFT rail depot at Daventry for onward travel by W H Malcolms to
Grangemouth and Mossend in Scotland. Quakers oats have recently started using rail from Scotland to
Lutterworth.
Tesco has been expanding its rail use in
partnership with Stobart since 2006. The daily
service between Daventry and Grangemouth
which services its sites across the central belt of
Scotland, is so environmentally efficient it alone
makes fuel and CO2 savings equivalent to taking
the entire Stobart fleet of over 1850 trucks off the
road for around two weeks a year. Six days a
week there is now a service between
Grangemouth and Inverness which removes 42
truck movements each day from the busy A9..

7. Rail freight needs the right spatial and transport planning to set the framework if volumes are
to grow and terminals get planning permission.
Rail freight needs national regional and local spatial planning policies which both support rail freight by
protecting key rail transport corridors/key sites for interchanges and enables planning permission to be
gained for terminals/interchanges.

8. Rail freight supports RDA and Government environmental, economic and social objectives by
providing choice and reliability for freight movement
Rail freight can contribute to:
i)The DfT’s Developing a Sustainable Transport
System (DaSTS) goals of supporting economic
competiveness and growth, reducing transport’s
emissions, contributing to better safety security and
health and improve quality of life and promote
healthy natural environment.
ii) Climate Change Act limits , which commits in
statue to an 80% reduction in CO2 emissions by
2050
iii) Carbon reduction - As DfT Department’s
Logistics Perspective of December 2008i shows rail
freight produces 70% less carbon dioxide emissions
than the equivalent road journey.
iv) Road congestion relief - An average freight train can remove 50 long distance HGVs from our roads
with the largest freight trains each now removing up to 160 long distance HGVs
This means that moving more freight to rail can also have an economical impact; considering that the
DfT estimate the cost of congestion being £1 per lorry miles on the most congested roads.
v) Road safety improvements- Rail freight is safer than long-distance road freight using motorway and A
roads, as HGVs are over 3 times more likely to be involved in fatal accidentsii than cars due to a
combination of size, lack of proper enforcement of drivers hours, vehicle overloading and differing
foreign operating standards.
9. What RDAs can do
• Ensure that DaSTS schemes include rail freight options
• Support spatial planning which caters for rail freight
• When working on passenger schemes remember needs of freight and recognise the synergy
between upgrades for passenger and freight services.
Please do contact Philippa Edmunds Freight, Rail Manager for further advice
February 2010 Email:philippa@freightonrail.org.uk; Tel 020 8241 9982
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Source: Road Statistics 2008, Tables 3.2 and 3.6, Road Freight Statistics 2008 Section 5, both UK Department for Transport

