BEHIND THE SCENES

Reader Fixes an African Bridge

Photo inspires Ethiopian

rebuilding project

en Frantz dedided 1o fix
an Ethiopran bridge
because, he savs, “I'm
a boy, and boys love bridges.”
I E.I]"."“';.i.'-'_ this “boy™ owns a con-
Sructyon COMmpsany
ke, 52, was waiting lor
mechanics 1o service a trsck in
his hometown of Gloucester,
Virginia, when he picked up the
Diecember 2000 GREOGRAPHIC.
He =rw a photo of Ethiopians
being hauled on a FOpe across
the Blue Mile

bridge there had been destroved

-a M- wear-old

during the Italian occupation of
1935-1941. %] looked at :r-..,- i‘hil
o onee, bwice, three imes, Ken

recalls, “and it came to me: What

| want todo is repair that bridge.”

Ken helped launch Bridges 1o

Praspenity, dedicated to building

NATIONAL GEOURAPHLE

bridges 1o help ereate wealth in

developing nations. The group

wurveyed the sste (lop), won
backing from tribal elders, and
chose a lightweight steel desipn,
Donkeys toted in 25,000 pounds
of supplies, and Ken,

and Etheopian volunteers ecbuilt

1% LTOW,

the |1r:|.’.-_.;1r {above) m ten davs at a

coat of 5108,000, largely donated

« IDCTOREN 3003

by the -|1r!'.l:'||..*.11|-|~:|.~. founders,
“Half a mallion pe "r1:" lrve near
the b ;-.Llr;."y.- e svs. " Now thes
Ll I.'.'llj-,'_:..'.a_'t L E|IL-.|1:'.'..'|\ .'||11!
schools on the other ade, and
see tamily membsers they haven't
scen for years. Ken's group has
also built cableways in Nepal, a

MU ERCTIS O ":'I'l.!_..:t" 11 Indonesa

and a second Eth IofAR !*:...’.5.-



