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Seated (left to right) John E. Winters and Warren Gooch. Standing are John T. Johnson, Robert L. Bowman, and Thomas M. Hale.

KRAMER RAYSON LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

OUR GOAL
To provide outstanding service based on sound judgment, practical advice, and commitment to excellence.

OUR CREDENTIALS
• 12 of our 26 attorneys have been listed (9) or nominated (3) Best Lawyers in America.
• Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business has recognized us as among Tennessee’s leading firms, and our attorneys have

also been recognized in Mid-South Super Lawyers and in the annual list of Tennessee’s best 100 lawyers in BusinessTN Magazine.
• Nine of our attorneys are fellows for the Tennessean Bar Foundation.
• Three of our attorneys are past presidents of the Knoxville Bar Association.

OUR CULTURE
• We encourage our attorneys to invest themselves in educational service, charitable and religious organizations that improve the quality of

East Tennessee life.
• We have endowed two new scholarships at the University of Tennessee School of Law.
• Our attorneys have demonstrated command of legal developments by giving more than 75 Continuing Legal Education presentations.
• We are proud to have been selected as one of the Best Employers in Tennessee for four consecutive years.

KNOXVILLE OFFICE:
First Tennessee Plaza • 800 South Gay Street, Suite 2500 • Knoxville, TN 37929

Phone: (865) 525-3134 • Fax: (865) 522-5723

OAK RIDGE OFFICE:
105 Donner Drive, Suite B • Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Phone: (865) 220-5134 • Fax: (865) 220-5132

www.kramer-rayson.com
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Contact Info:
These lists are excerpted from The Best
Lawyers in America 2010, which includes
listings for more than 40,000 lawyers in 80
specialties, in all 50 states and the District
of Columbia.

The Best Lawyers in America is published
by Woodward/White, Inc., Aiken, S.C., and
can be ordered directly from the publisher.
For information call 803-648-0300; write
129 First Ave. SW, Aiken, SC 29801; e-mail
info@bestlawyers.com; or visit www.
bestlawyers.com. Online subscriptions to
Best Lawyers databases are available at
www.bestlawyers.com.

Disclaimer:
Woodward/White Inc., has used its best
efforts in assembling material for this list
but does not warrant that the information
contained herein is complete or accurate,
and does not assume, and hereby disclaims,
any liability to any person for any loss or
damage caused by errors or omissions
herein whether such errors or omissions
result from negligence, accident or any
other cause. All listed attorneys have been
verified as being members in good standing
with their respective state bar associations
as of July 1, 2009, where that information
is publicly available. Consumers should
contact their state bar for verification and
additional information prior to securing
legal services of any attorney.

Copyright:
Copyright 2009 by Woodward/White, Inc.,
Aiken, SC. All rights reserved. This list,
or parts thereof, must not be reproduced
in any form without permission. No
commercial use of this list may be made
without permission of Woodward/White,
Inc. No fees
may be
charged,
directly or
indirectly, for
the use of this
list without
permission.

“The Best
Lawyers in
America” and
“Best Lawyers”
are registered
trademarks of
Woodward/
White, Inc.

his list is excerpted
from the 2010 edition
of The Best Lawyers in
America, the preeminent
referral guide to the

legal profession in the United States.
Published since 1983, Best Lawyers
lists attorneys in 80 specialties,
representing all 50 states, who have
been chosen through an exhaustive
survey in which thousands of the
nation’s top lawyers confidentially
evaluate their professional peers. The
2010 edition of Best Lawyers is based
on more than 2.8 million evaluations
of lawyers by other lawyers.

The method used to compile Best
Lawyers remains unchanged since the
first edition was compiled more than
25 years ago. Lawyers are chosen
for inclusion based solely on the vote
of their peers. Listings cannot be
bought, and no purchase is required
to be included. In this regard, Best
Lawyers remains the gold standard
of reliability and integrity in lawyer
ratings.

The nomination pool for the
2010 edition consisted
of all lawyers whose
names appeared in the
previous edition of Best
Lawyers, lawyers who
were nominated since
the previous survey,
and new nominees
solicited from listed

attorneys. In general, lawyers were
asked to vote only on nominees in
their own specialty in their own
jurisdiction. Lawyers in closely related
specialties were asked to vote across
specialties, as were lawyers in smaller
jurisdictions. Where specialties are
national or international in nature,
lawyers were asked to vote nationally
as well as locally. Voting lawyers were
also given an opportunity to offer
more detailed comments on nominees.
Each year, half of the voting pool
receives fax or e-mail ballots; the
other half is polled by phone.

Voting lawyers were provided this
general guideline for determining if
a nominee should be listed among
“the best”: “If you had a close friend
or relative who needed a real estate
lawyer (for example), and you could
not handle the case yourself, to whom
would you refer them?” All votes
and comments were solicited with a
guarantee of confidentiality – a critical
factor in the viability and validity
of Best Lawyers surveys. To ensure
the rigor of the selection process,

lawyers were urged to use only
their highest standards when
voting, and to evaluate each
nominee based only on his or

her individual merits. The additional
comments were used to make more
accurate comparisons between voting
patterns and weight votes accordingly.
Best Lawyers uses various
methodological tools to identify and
correct for anomalies in both the
nomination and voting process.

Ultimately, of course, a lawyer’s
inclusion is based on the subjective
judgments of his or her fellow
attorneys. While it is true that the
lists may at times disproportionately
reward visibility or popularity,
the breadth of the survey, the
candor of the respondents, and
the sophistication of the polling
methodology largely correct for any
biases.

For all these reasons, Best Lawyers
lists continue to represent the most
reliable, accurate and useful guide to
the best lawyers in the United States
available anywhere.

Best Lawyers lists are available
at www.bestlawyers.com. “Best
Lawyers,” and “The Best Lawyers in
America” are registered trademarks
of Woodward/White, Inc.

Methodology:

Best Lawyers 2010

This section was produced by the Custom Publishing Division of KNS Media Group. For information on this
or other Greater Knoxville Business Journal sections, contact Nancy Nabors at 342-6454.

Editor: Vivian Vega (342-6881) • Designer: Jody Collins
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ATLANTA | CHATTANOOGA | CINCINNATI | DALTON
GRAND CAYMAN | KNOXVILLE | MEMPHIS | NASHVILLE

800.782.8382 | decosimo.com/advisory

With nearly three decades of experience in the courtroom, Decosimo’s litigation support

professionals are a valuable part of your litigation strategy. We have the skills, experience, and

credentials to opine on complex financial and accounting issues. From business valuations to

economic damages to forensic accounting and more, trust Decosimo to provide you with the

independent, objective opinion testimony you need to make the case.

The verdict is in - Decosimo.

WHEN THE
GAVEL FALLS
THE OUTCOME MAY DEPEND
ON THE QUALITY OF YOUR
EXPERT TESTIMONY
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By Chandra Harris-McCray
Custom Publishing correspondent

racticing law in the real
world with a net is how
Ben Barton, University of
Tennessee associate law
professor and director of

clinical programs, describes the UT
College of Law Legal Clinic.

With the guidance of professors,
law students are armed with
knowledge and problem-solving
skills to represent those who need
legal aid the most.

It’s experiential learning at
its best, according to Barton,
who believes law students value
the real-world experience, but
even more so they realize and
understand what it means to give
back to a community in need.

Founded by former UT law
professor Charles Henderson Miller
in 1947, the foundation of the clinic
continues to be based in service
learning and advocacy by providing
legal education to students and
much needed legal services to the
poor.

The longest-running, for-credit
legal clinic in the country ranked
16th nationally in the 2008 U.S.
News and World Reports among
more than 180 clinical programs,
and first in the Southeast, making
it one of the most successful
programs of its kind.

The breadth of the legal clinic
has expanded from the Advocacy
Clinic, which was the first clinic
formed to handle civil, criminal
matters and housing cases; to the
Domestic Violence, Wills, Innocence
Project/Wrongful Conviction,
Environment, Business and
Mediation Clinics along with an

externship program, which allows
students the chance to prosecute
cases on behalf of the state.

No matter what clinic a law
student experiences, Barton
explained, it isn’t just a core class
needed to complete the law degree,
since the cases are real, with real
consequences.

He said the commitment to
public service and experiential
learning is second to none at the
UT College of Law. The clinics
encourage students to do pro bono
work, he said, adding, “it is critical
for development as lawyers and as
people.”

“When working with those who

face difficulties, the students learn
sympathy and empathy – the main
part being empathy. This is really
helpful in representing them as a
lawyer.”

“Our clinics are one of the very
best things about the law school,”
said Barton.

In 2008, the UT Legal Clinic
was honored by the Tennessee
Legislature for 60 years of legal
training and advocacy in the
Southeast. The joint resolution,
which was sponsored by Sen. Tim
Burchett, was adopted by both the
state Senate and the state House of
Representatives and signed by Gov.
Phil Bredesen.

UT College of Law 2008
graduate Beau E. Pemberton,
who worked with Burchett to
develop the resolution, said,
“The UT Legal Clinic serves a
vital function to the bench, bar
and citizens of Tennessee in
training capable attorneys and
legal advocates, while providing
needed representation for indigent
persons.

“The resolution serves to honor
the work of the legal clinic and
those individuals who dedicate
themselves unselfishly to helping
future generations of attorneys
serve the greater good in all areas
of law and public service.”

Legal clinic provides students
with experience, public service

R.G. Smithson/UT College of Law
Karla McKanders, left, a member of the UT Legal Clinic faculty, briefs a student on case.
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welve of the 16 active
partners in the
Knoxville law firm
Kramer Rayson LLP,
or 75 percent, were

honored or nominated as Best
Lawyers in America for 2010.

These attorneys represent
clients in litigation and
transactional matters covering a
wide range of legal specialties.
From administrative law to
insurance, health care to

trusts and estates, corporate
to government relations, and
personal injury to labor and
employment, the firm’s honorees
cover the legal spectrum with
a blend of experience and
creativity.

However, the honor is only
one of many recent accolades
the firm has received. Its
attorneys have been consistently
recognized America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business by

Chambers USA; Mid-South
Super Lawyers; Tennessee’s
Best 100 Lawyers in BusinessTN
magazine; and they
have been cited
among Knoxville’s
Top Attorneys by
CityView magazine.

The firm has
eight attorneys listed
as Fellows of the Tennessee
Bar Foundation, and it has
provided four past presidents

of the Knoxville Bar Association
as well as multiple Tennessee

Bar Association
leaders and a
current member

of the Knox
County Election

Commission.
“We are gratified

to have so many of
our partners recognized for
their excellence in Best Lawyers
in America as well as in other

Kramer Rayson LLP
2010 Best Lawyers honors among

many garnered by firm

Photo provided
Kramer Rayson partners photographed recently are, seated from left, Steven E. Kramer, Edward G. Phillips, E.H. Rayson and Charles E.
Young Jr.; and, standing from left, Thomas M. Hale, Robert W. Knolton, Warren L. Gooch, Robert L. Bowman and Wayne R. Kramer. All are
2010 Best Lawyers honorees except Bowman, who was selected one of the Greater Knoxville Business Journal’s 40 under 40 in 2009.

(+4/
2TQHKNG

a d v e r t i s i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n
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publications,” said managing
partner Tom Johnson, who is also
an honoree for personal injury
and commercial litigation. “We
believe all of our attorneys are
exemplary, but it is a professional
pleasure when our peers confirm
that belief. And of course, our
clients make it possible by
honoring us with interesting and
challenging work.”

Kramer Rayson celebrated
its 60th anniversary in May
2008 and has a rich history of
providing legal services to clients
in Knoxville and throughout
Tennessee. The firm’s founder,
R.R. Kramer, and its current
senior partner, Ed Rayson,
represented federal contractors
in Oak Ridge from the earliest
days of the Manhattan Project
and did high-profile work on
behalf of both labor unions and
management in other industries.

Today, the firm continues to
have a strong presence in Oak
Ridge as well as a leading labor
and employment law practice
that provides its clients with
real-time daily advice, proactive
planning and training, and
litigation services.

Over the years, its diverse

range of clients has enabled
the firm to develop a strong
reputation in corporate,
taxation, health care, insurance,
immigration and wealth planning
in addition to general litigation in
all state and federal courts. The
firm primarily provides defense
services in all these areas of
practice, but it has also enjoyed
success in its representation of
individuals through its personal
injury practice.

Kramer Rayson attorneys
have traditionally been in high
demand for presentations at
continuing-legal-education
seminars across the state.

“We’re fortunate to have many
knowledgeable professionals who
are also strong communicators,”
Johnson said. “We view their
work in seminars as part of
their service to the bar and
community, and we encourage
it strongly. It gives our younger
lawyers a chance to develop
expertise and experience on their
feet.”

The firm has a number of
young lawyers who are already
garnering recognition in the
community for their work. Four

of Kramer Rayson’s associates
have been honored by local
publications as leaders in their
varied practice areas, which

include labor and employment,
immigration, health care and
litigation.

“We ask our associates to start
out working in all areas of the
law and to focus gradually over

time. This makes everyone more
flexible and useful as they grow,”
Johnson said.

Kramer Rayson is also active

in the community through its
professionals’ efforts and service.
The firm encourages lawyers and
staff to join and lead educational,
charitable and religious
organizations. One example is
Kramer Rayson’s commitment to
the University of Tennessee, to
which the firm recently endowed
two scholarships – one for a
minority student, one need-based
– at the College of Law.

Kramer Rayson provides
a professional atmosphere.
Because of its commitment
to its employees, the firm has
been selected as one of the Best
Employers of Tennessee for the
last four years.

Most of the firm’s 50-person
workforce (which includes
26 attorneys) is located in its
Knoxville offices, which occupy
the top two floors of the First
Tennessee Bank building. The
balance works out of the firm’s
Oak Ridge office.
Kramer Rayson LLP, First Tennessee Plaza,
Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37901-0629, 865-525-5134, (fax)
865-522-5723, www.kramer-rayson.com

Photo provided
John T. “Tom” Johnson, Kramer
Rayson managing partner, is
among the firm’s attorneys
named in Best Lawyers for 2010.

Photo provided
Kramer Rayson associates who have been honored by local
publications include, from left, Betsy J. Beck, William J. Carver and
Kate E. Tucker. Not pictured, Shannon D. Coleman.

“We believe all of our
attorneys are exemplary,
but it is a professional
pleasure when our peers
confirm that belief.”

Tom Johnson
Managing Partner,
Kramer Rayson
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By Mitch Moore
Custom Publishing correspondent

hen the Knoxville
Bar Association was
established in 1948,
its original purpose
was – and still is – to

maintain high standards within
the legal profession and to provide
ongoing education for its attorney
members.

Over the years, however, the
association’s focus has expanded
outside its own ranks to the
Knoxville community at large.
Through an ever-growing number of
programs, KBA is playing a vital role
by giving the public better access
to legal expertise and by taking
on projects that directly serve the
community.

“Part of our purpose is to improve
the well-being of our citizens and
to provide as much community
outreach as we can,” says Tom
Ramsey, KBA president.

Since 1958, the Lawyer Referral
and Information Service has helped
the public locate attorneys who are
qualified to handle all areas of law,

including wills and estates, wrongful
death, personal injury, criminal
defense and landlord-tenant issues.
In 2008, KBA made more than 3,000
such referrals.

The association also has
established a speakers’ bureau
to refer member attorneys to
civic organization as speakers on
different areas of law.

Two additional programs have
been created to provide direct
education to the public and to help
keep local citizens in the know
about their legal responsibilities and
rights. In Community Law School,
local attorneys teach classes on a
wide range of legal topics. The one-
day event takes place each spring.

“Our attendance is always great,
and people love getting free advice
from lawyers,” says Ramsey.

The LawTalk program is held
each November, with the event
focusing on two specific areas of
law. This year’s session featured
seminars on issues related to the
elderly as well as wills and estates.

Of course, KBA members also do
their share of pro bono work, cases
that attorneys take on voluntarily

and at no charge. Such cases
typically benefit clients from low-
income households who cannot
otherwise afford to hire counsel.

Many of the association’s efforts,
however, aren’t directly connected
to supplying legal services and
information. The Barristers, KBA’s
Young Lawyers Division, put in
hundreds of volunteer hours each
year, organizing and executing
projects and events that benefit

the citizens of our regional
communities.

For example, the Volunteer
Breakfast Committee recruits
attorney volunteers to feed
breakfast to homeless people, while
the Hunger and Poverty Relief
Committee lends a helping hand to
projects like Mobile Meals and Firms
for Food. And since 1994, KBA and
its Barristers have built a Habitat for
Humanity house every three years.

KBA programs benefit community
through education and service

Barristers Ian Hennessey and Jamie Ballenger Holden at Second
Harvest’s Volunteer Breakfast in May.

Members of the Woolf McClane Bright Allen & Carpenter law firm
participate in the Barristers Second Harvest project in August.

Photos provided
KBA Members Kelly and Matt Frere speak at the LawTalk programs.
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By Mitch Moore
Custom Publishing correspondent

+
t should be no surprise that
in the current economic
downturn, the Knoxville firm
of Egerton, McAfee, Armistead
& Davis, P.C. – which was

formed during the depression of
1932 – is continuing to show signs
of steady growth. At a time when
many large national firms are
downsizing, the firm has added six
new attorneys to its roster over
the past two years, including one
who will be joining the firm next
summer upon completion of his
master’s degree in tax.

“This firm was founded during
a time of economic upheaval, and
even during the current economic
crisis, we’re still a stable source
of business and transactional
representation for the Knoxville
business community,” says
attorney Jonathan
Reed, a former naval
aviator. “Representing
people during difficult
times is nothing new
to our firm.”

According to firm
president Steve McSween, the
business’s continued growth is a
byproduct of the stability of its
client base.

“We’ve experienced a growth
cycle because our client base
is growing,” McSween notes.
“Many of our clients are not only
weathering the economic storm,
they are taking advantage of
the opportunities in the current
business climate to make strategic
acquisitions of real estate and
businesses. These are areas in
which we can help them.”

Reed and McSween are two

of the firm’s three attorneys to
receive Best Lawyers honors this
year. The third, firm chairman
Herbert Slatery, frequently
counsels clients in matters of
public finance, commercial lending,
private securities placements,
entity formations and the purchase
and sale of businesses. Prior to
graduating from law school, he
worked in commercial lending and
finance with a regional money-
center bank.

According to Slatery, although
transactions continue to occur,
they are more difficult to finance
and the margin of error is smaller.

“That’s why it’s important that
we be involved early to help the
client review all available options,”
Slatery says. “Sometimes there
are alternative deal structure
government programs available.
PILOT (payment in lieu of tax) or
TIF (tax incremental financing)

are two examples
that can enhance
the financing
and viability of a
transaction.”

Reed is heavily
involved in the

firm’s tax and estate planning and
corporate practice.

“Due to a failure to implement
a long-term business succession
plan, many family businesses have
to be sold to pay the estate taxes
that are due when the owner dies,”
Reed points out. “It’s important to
begin planning early if the family
wants to successfully pass the
business onto the next generation.

In addition to business
succession planning, the firm
provides more traditional estate
planning such as wills and tax-
leveraged trusts and actively

represents tax-exempt entities and
charitable institutions.

McSween heads up the
firm’s healthcare sector and
has represented hospitals and
physicians in mergers and
acquisitions as well as contract
and regulatory matters.

“From a legal standpoint,
healthcare in general is becoming
more complicated every day,” he
says.

The firm also handles Internet-
related businesses and other high-
tech concerns.

“We have attorneys who worked
in the computer and software
development industries before law
school,” says Slatery. “This helps
us guide start-up tech companies
through the growth pains that are
bound to occur.”

In addition to its business
law practice, Egerton, McAfee,
Armistead & Davis has several
experienced commercial litigators
who handle contract cases,

employment litigation, workmen’s
comp, bankruptcy and other
business related litigation. It can
also provide defense counsel for
insurance claims. These lawyers
are adept at using mediation
and other non-judicial processes
to achieve a quicker and less
expensive resolution of claims.

“Our litigation department
focuses on areas which are integral
to the operation of any business,
such as enforcing or defending
contracts, bankruptcy and
defending worker’s compensation
and personal injury claims,” says
McSween.

During its nearly 80-year
history, Egerton, McAfee,
Armistead & Davis has been
based on Gay Street in downtown
Knoxville and is currently located
in the 14th floor of the BB&T
building.
Egerton, McAfee, Armistead & Davis, 1400
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-546-0500, (fax) 865-525-5293,
www.emadlaw.com.

Egerton, McAfee, Armistead & Davis
A tradition of growth since 1932

Chad Smith
Herbert H. Slatery III, left, Stephen A. McSween and Jonathon D.
Reed are the three Egerton, McAfee, Armistead & Davis attorneys
to be named in Best Lawyers in America for 2010.

FIRM
Profile

a d v e r t i s i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n

GREATERKNOXVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL KNOXVILLEBIZ.COM FEBRUARY 2010 45



Administrative Law
Warren L. Gooch, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), wlgooch@kramer-rayson.com

Richard W. Krieg, Lewis, King, Krieg &
Waldrop, One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620
Market St., Knoxville, 37901, 865-546-4646,
865-523-6529 (fax), dkrieg@lewisking.com

Charles E. Young Jr., Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), ceyoung@kramer-rayson.com

Alternative Dispute Resolution
Robert R. Campbell, Hodges, Doughty &
Carson, 617 Main St., Knoxville, 37901-0869,
865-292-2307, 865-292-2321 (fax),
rcampbell@hdclaw.com

Lewis R. Hagood, Arnett, Draper & Hagood,
First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300, Knoxville,
37929-2300, 865-546-7000, 865-546-0423
(fax), lhagood@adhknox.com

John K. Harber, Pryor, Flynn, Priest & Harber,
Two Centre Square, Suite 600, 625 Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-223-6303, 865-522-0910
(fax), jkharber@pfph-law.com

Patrick H. Hardin, Patrick H. Hardin,
University of Tennessee School of Law,
1505 W. Cumberland Ave., Knoxville, 37939-
1427, 865-974-6809, 865-974-0681, (fax)
phardin@tennessee.edu

James H. London, London & Amburn,
BankEast Building, Suite 900, 607 Market St.,
Knoxville, 37916, 865-637-0203, 865-637-4850
(fax), jlondon@latlaw.com

Robert P. Murrian, Reeves, Herbert & Murrian,
Tyson Place, Suite 130, 2607 Kingston Pike,
Knoxville, 37919, 865-540-1977,
865-540-1988 (fax)

Pamela L. Reeves, Anderson Reeves & Herbert,
Tyson Place, Suite 130, 2607 Kingston Pike,
Knoxville, 37919, 865-540-1977, 865-540-1988
(fax), preeves@arclaw.net

Sarah Y. Sheppeard, Sheppeard Swanson &
Mynatt, 616 West Hill Ave., Knoxville, 37901-
2149, 865-546-3653, 865-637-7300 (fax),
ssheppeard@shepswan.com

Charles W. Swanson, Sheppeard Swanson &
Mynatt, 616 West Hill Ave., Knoxville, 37901-
2149, 865-546-3653, 865-637-7300 (fax),
cswanson@shepswan.com

William D. Vines III, Butler, Vines and Babb,
2701 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 37901, 865-637-
3531, 865-637-3385 (fax), mail@bvblaw.com

Howard H. Vogel, O’Neil, Parker and
Williamson, 416 Cumberland Ave. SW,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-7190, 865-546-0789
(fax), hvogel@opw.com

William A. Young, O’Neil, Parker and
Williamson, 416 Cumberland Ave. SW,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-7190, 865-546-0789
(fax), byoung@opw.com

Appellate Law
Howard H. Vogel, O’Neil, Parker and
Williamson, 416 Cumberland Ave. SW,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-7190, 865-546-0789
(fax), hvogel@opw.com

Banking Law
Herbert H. Slatery III, Egerton, McAfee,
Armistead & Davis, 1400 Riverview Tower, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-0500,
865-525-5293 (fax), hslatery@emadlaw.com

Bankruptcy and Creditor-
Debtor Rights Law
John A. Walker Jr., Walker & Walker, 507 S.
Gay St., Suite 1200, Knoxville, 37901, 865-523-
0700, 865-523-4990 (fax), jwalkerjr@aol.com

Bet-the-Company Litigation
Bernard E. Bernstein, Bernstein, Stair &
McAdams, The Weston Building, Suite 300,
4823 Old Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 37919,
865-546-8030, 865-522-8879 (fax), bernardb@
bsmlaw.com

Dwight E. Tarwater, Paine, Tarwater, and
Bickers, First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2200, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902-1821, 865-525-
0880, 865-521-7441 (fax), det@painetar.com

Commercial Litigation
Bernard E. Bernstein, Bernstein, Stair &
McAdams, The Weston Building, Suite 300,
4823 Old Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 37919,
865-546-8030, 865-522-8879 (fax), bernardb@
bsmlaw.com

David T. Black, Kizer & Black, 329 Cates St.,
Maryville, 37801, 865-982-7650, 865-982-5776
(fax), attorney@usit.net

W. Kyle Carpenter, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-215-
1001 (fax), kcarpenter@woolfmcclane.com

Thomas M. Hale, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), tomhale@kramer-rayson.com

The Best Lawyers in America 2010

FIRST CLASS
Executive Air Charter

Save time and money by booking your next
business trip with an experienced and
dependable national charter service.

Your schedule is our schedule.

423.581.6583
www.alphaaviationinc.com

Cessna 310
• 4 Passenger

• Air Conditioned
• All Weather Equipped

• 6 Passenger • Club Seating
• Pressurized Cabin • Air Conditioned

• All Weather Equipped
25 Years of Accident Free Flying
25 Years of Accident Free Flying

• FAA approved
• Priced per trip
not per passenger

• Service out of McGhee
Tyson & Downtown

Island airports

Contact Jerry Reece

Cessna 421

ALPHA
AVIATION

of Morristown, Inc.
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By Mitch Moore
Custom Publishing correspondent

9
ith his recent selection
among Knoxville’s
Best Lawyers for
2010, attorney Sid
Gilreath is marking

25 consecutive years among the
ranks of the peer-
chosen group. He
was first given the
honor in 1985.
For 2010, Gilreath
reaches the quarter-
century milestone in
three categories – personal injury
litigation, personal liability litigation
and medical malpractice law.

Gilreath has been certified as a
civil trial advocate by the National
Board of Trial Advocacy for the
past 20 years, and he has also been
certified as a civil trial specialist

by the Tennessee Commission on
Continuing Legal Education and
Specialization.

His Knoxville-based firm, Gilreath
& Associates, focuses on the practice
of personal injury and product-
liability law, bringing expertise
to cases involving trucking, auto
and aviation accidents, medical

malpractice,
defective
products, workers’
compensation and
consumer fraud.

Gilreath, who
has practiced law

since 1962, founded
Gilreath & Associates in 1973 as his
professional interests became more
focused on the personal injury field.

“That area involved medicine,
which intrigued me, and it offered
a lot of chances to help people who
had had catastrophic injuries,”

explains Gilreath, who earned a
bachelor’s degree from Maryville
College and an LLB from the
University of Tennessee.

As an example, he notes a case
involving a client who was left a
quadriplegic after an auto accident

in which the
driver’s airbag
was deemed
defective.

“He had
two teenage
children.
A recovery
that helps
guarantee
a family’s
future, and the
education of

their children is a great benefit to
them,” Gilreath adds.

Although the practice is based in
Tennessee, with additional offices

in Nashville and Memphis, Gilreath
& Associates handles cases through
the Southeast, obtaining successful
results in 12 different states.

Another memorable case for
Gilreath was Sterling v. Velsicol,
a decision that found a pesticide
manufacturer had polluted
groundwater in Toone, TN, causing
citizens of the West Tennessee
community to become sick and, in
some cases, develop cancer.

“We got a recovery for those
people. It was an historic case in the
toxic tort field,” Gilreath recalls.

Gilreath says his firm is
committed to devoting time and
effort to each case it handles.

“We are committed to ensuring
excellence by continually improving
the delivery of quality legal services
to our clients,” he says.
Gilreath & Associates, Bank of America Center,
Suite 600, 550 Main Ave., 865-637-2442, (fax)
865-971-4116, www.sidgilreath.com.

Sid Gilreath celebrates 25 years among Knoxville’s Best Lawyers

Gilreath

FIRM
Profile

a d v e r t i s i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n

John T. Johnson Jr., Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), jtjohnson@kramer-rayson.com

James H. London, London & Amburn,
BankEast Building, Suite 900, 607 Market St.,
Knoxville, 37916, 865-637-0203, 865-637-4850
(fax), jlondon@latlaw.com

John A. Lucas, Merchant & Gould, 110 McGhee
Tyson Blvd., Knoxville, 37701, 865-380-5978,
865-380-5999 (fax), jlucas@merchantgould.com

Dennis R. McClane, Woolf, McClane, Bright,
Allen & Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
dmcclane@woolfmcclane.com

James G. O’Kane, Baker, O’Kane, Atkins &
Thompson, 2607 Kingston Pike, Suite 200,
Knoxville, 37919-3332, 865-637-5600, 865-
637-5608 (fax), jokane@bakermc.com

Clarence Risin, Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-549-7000,
865-525-8569 (fax), crisin@bakerdonelson.com

Dwight E. Tarwater, Paine, Tarwater and
Bickers, First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2200, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902-1821, 865-525-
0880, 865-521-7441 (fax), det@painetar.com

Howard H. Vogel, O’Neil, Parker and
Williamson, 416 Cumberland Ave. SW,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-7190, 865-546-0789
(fax), hvogel@opw.com

Construction Law
Robert H. Green, Kennerly Montgomery &
Finley, Bank of America Center, Fourth Floor,
550 Main Ave., Knoxville, 37901-0442, 865-
546-7311 (fax), rhgreen@kmfpc.com

Albert J. Harb, Hodges, Doughty & Carson, 617
Main St., Knoxville, 37901-0869, 865-292-2307,
865-292-2321 (fax), aharb@hdclaw.com

J. Ford Little, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen &
Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), flittle@woolfmcclane.com

Jack M. Tallent II, Kennerly Montgomery &
Finley, Bank of America Center, Fourth Floor,
550 Main Ave., Knoxville, 37901-0442, 865-
546-7311 (fax), jtallent@kmfpc.com

R. Loy Waldrop, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop,
One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market St.,
Knoxville, 37901, 865-546-4646, 865-523-6529
(fax), lwaldrop@lkkwc.com

Corporate Law
E. Bruce Foster Jr., Bass, Berry & Sims,
Riverview Tower, Suite 1700, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-1509, 865-521-6200, 865-
521-6234 (fax), bfoster@bassberry.com

Thomas M. Hale, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), tomhale@kramer-rayson.com

William Gregory Hall, W.G. Hall Law, 5627
Lyons View Pike, Knoxville, 37919, 865-588-
1950, 865-588-1950 (fax), ghall@wghlaw.net

Dennis R. McClane, Woolf, McClane, Bright,
Allen & Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
dmcclane@woolfmcclane.com

William C. Myers Jr., Wagner, Myers & Sanger,
1801 First Tennessee Plaza, Knoxville,
37929, 865-525-4600, 865-524-5731 (fax),
bmyers@wmspc.com

Herbert S. Sanger Jr., Wagner, Myers & Sanger,
1801 First Tennessee Plaza, Knoxville,
37929, 865-525-4600, 865-524-5731 (fax),
hsanger@wmspc.com

Robert F. Worthington Jr., Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview
Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902,
865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
rworthington@bakerdonelson.com

Criminal Defense:
Non-White-Collar
Donald A. Bosch, Bosch Law Firm, 712 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-637-2142, 865-637-
2143 (fax), dbosch@boschlawfirm.com

Wade V. Davies, Ritchie, Dillard & Davies, Main
Place, Suite 300, 606 West Main St., Knoxville,
37901-1126, 865-637-0661, 865-524-4623
(fax), wdavies@rddlawfirm.com

William Thomas Dillard III, Ritchie, Dillard &
Davies, Main Place, Suite 300, 606 West Main
St., Knoxville, 37901-1126, 865-637-0661, 865-
524-4623 (fax), dillard@rddlawfirm.com
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David M. Eldridge, Eldridge & Blakney, The
Cherokee Building, Suite 101, 400 West Church
Ave., Knoxville, 37901-0398, 865-544-2010,
865-544-2015 (fax), deldridge@eblaw.us

John E. Eldridge, John E. Eldridge, 606 West
Main St., Suite 350, Knoxville, 37902, 865-523-
7731, 865-523-0341 (fax), johneldrid@aol.com

Ralph E. Harwell, Ralph E. Harwell, 2131 First
Tennessee Plaza, Knoxville, 37929, 865-637-
8900, 865-637-8906 (fax)

Gregory P. Isaacs, The Isaacs Law Firm,
618 S. Gay St., Suite 300, Knoxville,
37929-2448, 865-673-6735, 865-673-4950
(fax), gpilaw@isaacslawfirm.com

Herbert S. Moncier, Law office of Herbert S.
Moncier, Bank of America Center, Suite 775,
550 West Main St., Knoxville, 37902,
865-546-7746, 865-546-7765 (fax),
moncier@moncierlaw.com

Steven Oberman, The Oberman Law Firm,
550 West Main St., Suite 730, Knoxville,
37902, 865-249-7200, 865-540-1696 (fax),
oberman@tndui.com

Douglas A. Trant, Douglas A. Trant, Riverview
Tower, Suite 1502, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902-1810, 865-525-7980, 865-525-7896
(fax), dtrant@bellsouth.net

Criminal Defense: White-Collar
Donald A. Bosch, Bosch Law Firm, 712 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-637-2142, 865-637-
2143 (fax), dbosch@boschlawfirm.com

Wade V. Davies, Ritchie, Dillard & Davies, Main
Place, Suite 300, 606 West Main St., Knoxville,
37901-1126, 865-637-0661, 865-524-4623
(fax), wdavies@rddlawfirm.com

William Thomas Dillard III, Ritchie, Dillard &
Davies, Main Place, Suite 300, 606 West Main
St., Knoxville, 37901-1126, 865-637-0661,
865-524-4623 (fax), dillard@rddlawfirm.com

David M. Eldridge, Eldridge & Blakney, The
Cherokee Building, Suite 101, 400 West Church
Ave., Knoxville, 37901-0398, 865-544-2010,
865-544-2015 (fax), deldridge@eblaw.us

Douglas A. Trant, Douglas A. Trant, Riverview
Tower, Suite 1502, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902-1810, 865-525-7980, 865-525-7896
(fax), dtrant@bellsouth.net

DUI/DWI Defense
Ralph E. Harwell, Ralph E. Harwell, 2131 First
Tennessee Plaza, Knoxville, 37929, 865-637-
8900, 865-637-8906 (fax)

Steven Oberman, The Oberman Law Firm,
550 West Main St., Suite 730, Knoxville,
37902, 865-249-7200, 865-540-1696 (fax),
oberman@tndui.com

Elder Law
Monica J. Franklin, Hill and Franklin,
4931 Homberg Drive, Knoxville, 37919, 865-
588-3700, 865-584-8300 (fax),
monica@monicafranklin.com

Kelly Guyton Frère, Guyton & Frère, The
offices at Franklin Square, Suite 505, 9724
Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 37922, 865-694-0373,
865-531-9714 (fax), info@gfelderlaw.com

Matthew B. Frère, Guyton & Frère, The offices
at Franklin Square, Suite 505, 9724 Kingston
Pike, Knoxville, 37922, 865-694-0373, 865-
531-9714 (fax), info@gfelderlaw.com

Eminent Domain and
Condemnation Law
John J. Britton, Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop,
One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620 Market
St., Knoxville, 37901, 865-546-4646, 865-523-
6529 (fax), jbritton@lewisking.com

Employee Benefits Law
S. Russell Headrick, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
rheadrick@bakerdonelson.com

Robert S. Marquis, Woolf, McClane, Bright,
Allen & Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
bmarquis@woolfmcclane.com
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William E. Mason IV, Kennerly, Montgomery
& Finley, 550 Main St., Fourth Floor, Knoxville,
37901-0442, 865-584-5603, 865-584-5604
(fax), wemason@kmfpc.com

Energy Law
Herbert S. Sanger Jr., Wagner, Myers &
Sanger, 1801 First Tennessee Plaza, Knoxville,
37929, 865-525-4600, 865-524-5731 (fax),
hsanger@wmspc.com

Environmental Law
Mary LeAnn Mynatt, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
lmynatt@bakerdonelson.com

Family Law
Sarah Y. Sheppeard, Sheppeard Swanson &
Mynatt, 616 West Hill Ave., Knoxville, 37901-
2149, 865-546-3653, 865-637-7300 (fax),
ssheppeard@shepswan.com

L. Caesar Stair III, Bernstein, Stair & McAdams,
The Weston Building, Suite 300, 4823 Old
Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 37919, 865-546-8030,
865-522-8879 (fax), lstair@bsmlaw.com

Family Law Mediation
Sarah Y. Sheppeard, Sheppeard Swanson &
Mynatt, 616 West Hill Ave., Knoxville, 37901-
2149, 865-546-3653, 865-637-7300 (fax),
ssheppeard@shepswan.com

First Amendment Law
S. Russell Headrick, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
rheadrick@bakerdonelson.com

Richard L. Hollow, Hollow & Hollow, 410
Montbrook Lane, Suite 200, Knoxville, 37939-
1166, 865-769-1715, 865-769-1719 (fax),
rhollow@hollowlaw.com

Franchise Law
Kelli L. Thompson, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
kthompson@bakerdonelson.com

Government Relations Law
Warren L. Gooch, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), wlgooch@kramer-rayson.com

Health Care Law
F. Michael Fitzpatrick, Arnett, Draper &
Hagood, First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300,
Knoxville, 37929-2300, 865-546-7000, 865-
546-0423 (fax), mfitzpatrick@adhknox.com

Warren L. Gooch, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), wlgooch@kramer-rayson.com

James H. London, London & Amburn,
BankEast Building, Suite 900, 607 Market St.,
Knoxville, 37916, 865-637-0203, 865-637-
4850 (fax), jlondon@latlaw.com

Stephen A. McSween, Egerton, McAfee,
Armistead & Davis, 1400 Riverview Tower, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-0500,
865-525-5293 (fax), smcsween@emadlaw.com

Rick L. Powers, Arnett, Draper & Hagood, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300, Knoxville, 37929-
2300, 865-546-7000, 865-546-0423 (fax),
rpowers@adhknox.com

Dan Douglas Rhea, Arnett, Draper & Hagood,
First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300, Knoxville,
37929-2300, 865-546-7000, 865-546-0423
(fax), drhea@adhknox.com

Insurance Law
S. Russell Headrick, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
rheadrick@bakerdonelson.com

Intellectual Property Law
Peter L. Brewer, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200
Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
pbrewer@bakerdonelson.com
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(865) 546-4646
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KNOXVILLE OFFICE ATTORNEYS:
620 Market Street, Fifth Floor

Richard W. Krieg
Administrative Law; Personal Injury Litigation

R. Loy Waldrop
Construction Law

Deborah C. Stevens
Product Liability Litigation

John J. Britton
Eminent Domain and Condemnation

NASHVILLE OFFICE ATTORNEYS:
424 Church Street, Suite 2500

R. Dale Bay
Product Liability Litigation

David N. Garst
Construction Law

John R. Tarpley
Personal Injury Litigation; Product Liability Litigation

For information regarding all of our firm’s
attorneys and practice areas please visit
our website: www.lewisking.com

7 LEWIS KING attorneys
in Best Lawyers in America®

appellate

arbitration

aviation

banking

bankruptcy
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Labor and Employment Law
David A. Burkhalter II, Burkhalter,
Rayson & Associates, 111 S. Central St.,
Knoxville, 37901, 865-524-4974, 865-524-0172
(fax), david@burkhalterrayson.com

Lewis R. Hagood, Arnett, Draper & Hagood,
First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300, Knoxville,
37929-2300, 865-546-7000, 865-546-0423
(fax), lhagood@adhknox.com

Steven E. Kramer, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), skramer@kramer-rayson.com

Timothy B. McConnell, Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview
Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-
549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax), tmcconnell@
bakerdonelson.com

Edward G. Phillips, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), ephillips@kramer-rayson.com

Edwin H. Rayson, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), erayson@kramer-rayson.com

John B. Rayson, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), jbrayson@kramer-rayson.com

Ronald A. Rayson, Burkhalter, Rayson &
Associates, 111 S. Central St., Knoxville,
37901, 865-524-4974, 865-524-0172 (fax),
ron@burkhalterrayson.com

William R. Seale, Wimberly Lawson Seale
Wright & Daves, 929 W. First North St.,
Morristown, 37816-1066, 423-587-6870, 423-
587-1479 (fax), bseale@wimberlylawson.com

William A. Young, O’Neil, Parker and
Williamson, 416 Cumberland Ave. SW,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-7190, 865-546-0789
(fax), byoung@opw.com

Legal Malpractice Law
Darryl G. Lowe, Lowe & Yeager, Riverview
Tower, Suite 1950, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville,
37902, 865-521-6527, 865-637-0540 (fax),
dgl@lsylaw.com

Mass Tort Litigation
Thomas A. Bickers, Paine, Tarwater, and
Bickers, First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2200, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902-1821, 865-525-
0880, 865-521-7441 (fax), tab@painetar.com

Hugh B. Bright Jr., Woolf, McClane, Bright,
Allen & Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
brighth@wmbac.com

M. Denise Moretz, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
dmoretz@woolfmcclane.com

Dwight E. Tarwater, Paine, Tarwater, and
Bickers, First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2200, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902-1821, 865-525-
0880, 865-521-7441 (fax), det@painetar.com

Medical Malpractice Law
Sidney W. Gilreath, Gilreath & Associates, Bank
of America Center, Suite 600, 550 Main Ave.,
Knoxville, 37901-1270, 865-637-2442, 865-
971-4116 (fax), gilknox@sidgilreath.com

James H. London, London & Amburn, BankEast
Building, Suite 900, 607 Market St., Knoxville,
37916, 865-637-0203, 865-637-4850 (fax),
jlondon@latlaw.com

Harry P. Ogden, Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview
Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902,
865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
hogden@bakerdonelson.com

Robert E. Pryor Sr., Pryor, Flynn, Priest &
Harber, Two Centre Square, Suite 600, 625 Gay
St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-223-6303, 865-522-
0910 (fax), repryor@pfph-law.com

Mergers & Acquisitions Law
Dennis R. McClane, Woolf, McClane, Bright,

Allen & Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
dmcclane@woolfmcclane.com

Non-Profit/Charities Law
Dan W. Holbrook, Holbrook, Peterson & Smith,
Tyson Place, Suite 150, 2607 Kingston Pike,
Knoxville, 37919, 865-523-2900, 865-523-2770
(fax), dholbrook@hpestatelaw.com

Personal Injury Litigation
John W. Baker Jr., Baker, O’Kane, Atkins &
Thompson, 2607 Kingston Pike, Suite 200,
Knoxville, 37919-3332, 865-637-5600, 865-
637-5608 (fax), jbaker@bakermc.com

Sidney W. Gilreath, Gilreath & Associates, Bank
of America Center, Suite 600, 550 Main Ave.,
Knoxville, 37901-1270, 865-637-2442, 865-
971-4116 (fax), gilknox@sidgilreath.com

Howard E. Jarvis, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen

& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), hjarvis@woolfmcclane.com

John T. Johnson Jr., Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), jtjohnson@kramer-rayson.com

Richard W. Krieg, Lewis, King, Krieg &
Waldrop, One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620
Market St., Knoxville, 37901, 865-546-4646,
865-523-6529 (fax), dkrieg@lewisking.com

Harry P. Ogden, Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview
Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902,
865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
hogden@bakerdonelson.com

James G. O’Kane, Baker, O’Kane, Atkins &
Thompson, 2607 Kingston Pike, Suite 200,
Knoxville, 37919-3332, 865-637-5600, 865-
637-5608 (fax), jokane@bakermc.com

P. Edward Pratt, Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-549-7000,
865-525-8569 (fax), epratt@bakerdonelson.com

Timothy A. Priest, Pryor, Flynn, Priest &
Harber, Two Centre Square, Suite 600, 625 Gay
St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-223-6303, 865-522-
0910 (fax), tapriest@pfph-law.com

Robert E. Pryor Sr., Pryor, Flynn, Priest &
Harber, Two Centre Square, Suite 600, 625 Gay
St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-223-6303, 865-522-
0910 (fax), repryor@pfph-law.com

Thomas S. Scott Jr., Ball & Scott, 550 West
Main St., Suite 6001, Knoxville, 37902,
865-525-7028, 865-525-4679 (fax),
scott@ballandscott.com

Arthur G. Seymour Jr., Frantz, McConnell
& Seymour, 550 West Main Ave., Suite 500,
Knoxville, 37901, 865-546-9321, 865-637-5249
(fax), Ajseymour@fmsllp.com

William A. Simms, Arnett, Draper & Hagood,
First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300, Knoxville,
37929-2300, 865-546-7000, 865-546-0423
(fax), bsimms@adhknox.com

Dwight E. Tarwater, Paine, Tarwater, and
Bickers, First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2200, 900
S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902-1821, 865-525-
0880, 865-521-7441 (fax), det@painetar.com

Dalton L. Townsend, Hodges, Doughty
& Carson, 617 Main St., Knoxville, 37901-
0869, 865-292-2307, 865-292-2321 (fax),
dtownsend@hdclaw.com

William D. Vines III, Butler, Vines and Babb,
2701 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, 37901, 865-637-
3531, 865-637-3385 (fax), mail@bvblaw.com

Louis C. Woolf, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), lwoolf@woolfmcclane.com

William A. Young, O’Neil, Parker and
Williamson, 416 Cumberland Ave. SW,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-7190, 865-546-0789
(fax), byoung@opw.com

Personal Liability Litigation
W. Kyle Carpenter, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), kcarpenter@woolfmcclane.com
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Photo by Howard Baker, senior member of the Firm, and former chief of staff to the President, Senate majority leader and ambassador to Japan.

OVER 560 lawyers
and advisors in

alabama
georgia
louisiana
mississippi
tennessee
washington, d.c.

www.bakerdonelson.com

For some,
standing out
just comes
naturally.

173 members of the Firm have been named to

Best Lawyers in America® 2010
including in our Knoxville office:

63 members of the Firm have been named to

Mid-South Super Lawyers 2009
including in our Knoxville office:

Peter L. Brewer
Intellectual Property Law

David E. Fielder
Real Estate Law

S. Russell Headrick
Employee Benefits Law
First Amendment Law
Insurance Law

Timothy B. McConnell
Labor and Employment Law

Mary LeAnn Mynatt
Environmental Law

Harry P. Ogden
Medical Malpractice Law
Personal Injury Litigation
Product Liability Litigation

P. Edward Pratt
Personal Injury Litigation

Clarence Risin
Commercial Litigation

Kelli L. Thompson
Franchise Law

Robert F. Worthington Jr.
Corporate Law

Harry P. Ogden
Business Litigation

Kelli L. Thompson
Labor & Employment
Business Lititgation

The Best Lawyers in America 2010 Copyright 2009 by Woodward/White, Inc., Aiken, SC
The Rules of Professional Conduct of the various states where our offices are located require the following language: THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT. Ben Adams is Chairman and CEO of Baker Donelson and is located in our Memphis office, 165 Madison Avenue, Suite
2000, Memphis, TN 38103. Phone 901.526.2000. No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers. FREE BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
© 2010 Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC
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Sidney W. Gilreath, Gilreath & Associates, Bank
of America Center, Suite 600, 550 Main Ave.,
Knoxville, 37901-1270, 865-637-2442, 865-
971-4116 (fax), gilknox@sidgilreath.com

Howard E. Jarvis, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), hjarvis@woolfmcclane.com

Harry P. Ogden, Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview
Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902,
865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
hogden@bakerdonelson.com

Robert E. Pryor Sr., Pryor, Flynn, Priest &
Harber, Two Centre Square, Suite 600, 625 Gay
St., Knoxville, 37902, 865-223-6303, 865-522-
0910 (fax), repryor@pfph-law.com

William A. Simms, Arnett, Draper & Hagood,
First Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2300, Knoxville,
37929-2300, 865-546-7000, 865-546-0423
(fax), bsimms@adhknox.com

Deborah C. Stevens, Lewis, King, Krieg &
Waldrop, One Centre Square, Fifth Floor, 620
Market St., Knoxville, 37901, 865-546-4646,
865-523-6529 (fax), dstevens@lkkwc.com

Dalton L. Townsend, Hodges, Doughty &
Carson, 617 Main St., Knoxville, 37901-
0869, 865-292-2307, 865-292-2321 (fax),
dtownsend@hdclaw.com

Louis C. Woolf, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay
St., Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), lwoolf@woolfmcclane.com

Project Finance Law
G. Mark Mamantov, Bass, Berry & Sims,
Riverview Tower, Suite 1700, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-1509, 865-521-6200, 865-
521-6234 (fax), mmamantov@bassberry.com

Dennis B. Ragsdale, Long, Ragsdale & Waters,
1111 Northshore Drive, Suite S-700, Knoxville,
37919, 865-584-4040, 865-584-6084 (fax),
dragsdale@lrwlaw.com

Public Finance Law
G. Mark Mamantov, Bass, Berry & Sims,
Riverview Tower, Suite 1700, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-1509, 865-521-6200, 865-
521-6234 (fax), mmamantov@bassberry.com

Railroad Law
John W. Baker Jr., Baker, O’Kane, Atkins &
Thompson, 2607 Kingston Pike, Suite 200,
Knoxville, 37919-3332, 865-637-5600, 865-
637-5608 (fax), jbaker@bakermc.com

Real Estate Law
Ben M. Davidson, Croley, Davidson & Huie,
First Tennessee Plaza, Fifteenth Floor, 800 S.
Gay St., Knoxville, 37929, 865-523-0209, 865-
523-6749 (fax), ben@tnvalleytitle.com

David E. Fielder, Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, 2200 Riverview
Tower, 900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37902
865-549-7000, 865-525-8569 (fax),
dfielder@bakerdonelson.com

David W. Long, Long, Ragsdale & Waters,
1111 Northshore Drive, Suite S-700, Knoxville,
37919, 865-584-4040, 865-584-6084 (fax),
dlong@lrwlaw.com

G. Mark Mamantov, Bass, Berry & Sims,
Riverview Tower, Suite 1700, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-1509, 865-521-6200, 865-
521-6234 (fax), mmamantov@bassberry.com

Dennis R. McClane, Woolf, McClane, Bright,
Allen & Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower,
900 S. Gay St., Knoxville, 37901-0900,
865-215-1000, 865-215-1001 (fax),
dmcclane@woolfmcclane.com

Dennis B. Ragsdale, Long, Ragsdale & Waters,
1111 Northshore Drive, Suite S-700, Knoxville,
37919, 865-584-4040, 865-584-6084 (fax),
dragsdale@lrwlaw.com

Tax Law
Dale C. Allen, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen &
Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-
215-1001 (fax), dallen@woolfmcclane.com

Mack A. Gentry, Gentry, Tipton & McLemore,
900 S. Gay St., Suite 2300, Knoxville,
37901, 865-525-5300, 865-523-7315 (fax),
mag@tennlaw.com

Robert S. Marquis, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-215-
1001 (fax), bmarquis@woolfmcclane.com

Trusts and Estates
Martha S. L. Black, Kizer & Black, 329 Cates
St., Maryville, 37801, 865-982-7650, 865-982-
5776 (fax), attorney@usit.net

Dan W. Holbrook, Holbrook, Peterson & Smith,
Tyson Place, Suite 150, 2607 Kingston Pike,
Knoxville, 37919, 865-523-2900, 865-523-2770
(fax), dholbrook@hpestatelaw.com

Wayne R. Kramer, Kramer Rayson, First
Tennessee Plaza, Suite 2500, 800 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0629, 865-525-5134, 865-
522-5723 (fax), wrkramer@kramer-rayson.com

Robert S. Marquis, Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen
& Carpenter, 900 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37901-0900, 865-215-1000, 865-215-
1001 (fax), bmarquis@woolfmcclane.com

Anne M. McKinney, Anne M. McKinney,
1019 Orchid Ave., Knoxville, 37912,
865-525-8700, 865-521-4189 (fax),
amckinney@ammtaxlaw.com

Marshall H. Peterson, Holbrook, Peterson &
Smith, Tyson Place, Suite 150, 2607 Kingston
Pike, Knoxville, 37919, 865-523-2900, 865-523-
2770 (fax), mpeterson@hpestatelaw.com

Jonathan D. Reed, Egerton, McAfee, Armistead
& Davis, 1400 Riverview Tower, 900 S. Gay St.,
Knoxville, 37902, 865-546-0500, 865-525-5293
(fax), jreed@emadlaw.com

Workers’ Compensation Law
Robert W. Knolton, Kramer Rayson,
105 Donner Drive, Suite B, Oak Ridge,
37830, 865-220-5134, 865-220-5132 (fax),
rwknolton@kramer-rayson.com

David N. Wedekind, Hodges, Doughty
& Carson, 617 Main St., Knoxville, 37901-
0869, 865-292-2307, 865-292-2321 (fax),
dwedekind@hdclaw.com

Herbert B. Williams, Stokes, Rutherford,
Williams, Sharp and Davies, 920 Volunteer
Landing, Suite 100, Knoxville, 37915, 865-544-
3833, 865-544-1849 (fax)
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Bill Vines

Butler, Vines and Babb, PLLC
2701 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
Tel: 865-637-3531; 800-697-3531
Fax: 865-637-3385
mail@bvblaw.com
www.bvblaw.com

Practice Areas:
Personal Injury Corporate and Banking
Medical Malpractice Lender Liability
Environmental Law Dispute Resolution

Bill Vines, a senior member at Butler, Vines and Babb, focuses his practice
on medical malpractice and alternative dispute resolution. Vines was the
2008 recipient of the Governor’s Award, the highest award of the Knoxville
Bar Association. He served as president of the Knoxville Bar Association in
1986 and was on its board of governors for many years. He is a member of
the state and national bar associations, Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association,
American Association for Justice, Lawyer Pilot Bar Association and serves as
the Master Bench Emeritus of American Inns of Court. In 2007, he was named
among the Top Mid-South Super Lawyers, Best Lawyers in America and Best
Lawyers in Knoxville. A fellow of the International Society of Barristers, he is
listed as a mediator in both state and federal courts, Tennessee Supreme
Court Rule 31. Vines, whose law firm employs a doctor and a nurse as
medical consultants for reviewing medial issues, has spoken on mediation
and medical malpractice.

Thomas A. Bickers

Paine, Tarwater, and Bickers, LLP
900 S. Gay St.
Suite 2200
Knoxville, TN 37902-1821
Tel: 865-525-0880
Fax: 865-521-7441
tab@painetar.com
www.PaineTarwater.com

Practice Areas:
Toxic Torts
Litigation
Products Liability

Tom Bickers’ practice centers on toxic torts, litigation and product liability.
He has tried cases in federal and state courts throughout Kentucky and
Tennessee and has served as lead trial counsel in toxic tort cases in more
than a dozen states. Bickers also has represented clients at trial in matters
as diverse as intellectual property and domestic relations as well as those
facing arbitration by organizations including the National Association of
Securities Dealers and the American Arbitration Association. In 1993, the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee appointed him to a
group revising the court’s local rules and practices to improve effectiveness
and cost efficiency. He is a member of the local, state and national bar
associations and a past committee member at the local and state level. An
honors graduate of Middle Tennessee State University and the University
of Tennessee College of Law, he served as a law clerk for the Hon. H. Ted
Milburn of the U.S. Court of Appeals.

Dwight E. Tarwater

Paine, Tarwater, and Bickers, LLP
900 S. Gay St.
Suite 2200
Knoxville, TN 37902-1821
Tel: 865-525-0880
Fax: 865-521-7441
det@painetar.com
www.PaineTarwater.com

Practice Areas:
Complex Civil Litigation
Pharmaceuticals
Product Liability

Dwight Tarwater represents clients in complex civil litigation matters,
including pharmaceutical, product liability and commercial cases. He
received his law degree from the University of Tennessee College of Law in
1980 and earned his first Best Lawyers in America designation in 2002. For
2009, he has four Best Lawyer designations in separate practice areas. He was
one of 100 Tennessee attorneys selected for membership in the Outstanding
Lawyers of America in 2003. In 2009, he was named one of Tennessee’s Top
100 Lawyers by Mid-South Super Lawyers. A former president of the Knoxville
Bar Association, he has been active with the Knoxville Legal Aid Society, the
Tennessee Association for Justice, the Defense Research Institute and the
International Association of Defense Counsel. He is a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers.

John E. Eldridge

Eldridge & Gaines, PLLC
606 W. Main St.
Suite 350
Knoxville, TN 37902
Tel: 865-523-7731
Fax: 865-523-0341
johneldrid@aol.com
www.knoxvillecriminallawyers.com

Practice Areas:
Criminal Defense

John Eldridge practices criminal defense law in both state and federal courts
with an emphasis in non-white collar criminal law, and civil rights litigation. He
is a Rule 31 mediator in civil and family law. In addition to being listed in the
2010 edition of Best Lawyers, he has received the Knoxville Bar Association’s
Law and Liberty Award, is listed among Knoxville’s top lawyers in Cityview
magazine and among the top 150 Tennessee lawyers by BusinessTN. He is
certified as a specialist in criminal trial advocacy by the National Board of Trial
Advocacy and the Tennessee Commission on Continuing Legal Education
and Specialization. He has received the highest rating awarded by Martindale
Hubbell Law Directory (AV). He has practiced law for 30 years, since receiving
his law degree from the University of Tennessee College of Law in 1979. He is
a member and past president of both the Tennessee Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers and Hamilton Burnett American Inn of Court, has served on
the Board of Governors of the Knoxville Bar Association, and is a member of
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.
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By Sharon Pound
Custom Publishing correspondent

espite their reputation for
resisting change, law firms
have embraced document
management technology.
They use it to scan, store

and retrieve documents. They
use it to protect documents from
disaster, to reduce their storage
space requirements and to increase
productivity.

“The trend is toward electronic
back-ups of documents,” says Miguel
Uribe, vice president of sales and
marketing for Smith & Hammaker,
a full-service records management
company in Knoxville that works
with several local law firms.

Uribe notes that his company
keeps electronic copies of data in
controlled environments provided by
a firelock vault, one of only two in
East Tennessee (the other at the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory). With 50

employees, the company provides
services that include records
management, media and vital
records vaulting, secure shredding,
digital imaging and consulting.

“Document management at Smith
& Hammaker seeks to control and
manage documents throughout the
life cycle, from creation through the
active/inactive use and storage in
the final disposition. We customize
each records management program
to the needs of our clients.”

For law firms and other
businesses, documents today are
no longer only paper. They can be
viewed as records and bands of
data that include digital media such
as photographs, graphic images,
WAV files, e-mails, spreadsheets,
presentations and movies. While
paper can only be in one place
at a time, digital documents are
available almost anywhere and
can be accessed by several people
simultaneously.

Melanie Davis, a partner with
Kizer & Black Attorneys, often
carries client documents loaded
onto her laptop when she goes into
court. Having documents close at
hand in such a convenient format is
especially helpful on large cases or
complex business cases.

She says the firm essentially
keeps two sets of documents, one
electronic and one paper. “We’ll
always have paper, for example, our
historic documents,” she points out.

“Each lawyer decides what to do
with the data related to each case,
and some utilize technology more
than others,” she adds.

One key to effective data
retrieval is to find good software,
Davis continues. Her company
uses DocSTAR, which creates a
searchable database that she says
is extremely valuable. Buyers
Laboratory recognized the software
as the 2009 “Outstanding Document
Management Solution.”

Uribe says such technology
is transforming today’s business
world, and he expects the trend to
continue.

“When I look to the future, I see
virtualization servers, which allow
a client to make changes on their
server while they are automatically
updated to ours. If their system goes
down, they just shift to ours while
the problem is remedied. Then,
our system updates theirs with
the information generated during
that period of time. It’s called a fail
forward. They’re never down.”

He also foresees a continued
shift of the information technology
structure off-site and away from
client’s locations. With available
technology and band-width, it
doesn’t matter where the data
is located, he says, and such a
move saves labor costs and other
overhead.

“The move can pay for itself,”
he asserts.

Electronic document management
backs up firms’ records
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