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Based on this analysis and factoring in home size, aiming for a LEED Gold rating 
achieves the highest energy efficiency savings. 

Additionally, LEED Homes at each level reduce total cost of ownership, saving tens of 
thousands of dollars through utility savings, during a typical 30-year mortgage period. 
Given the average $2,500 certification cost for a single-family LEED home through AES, 
owners will typically have a payback period under 2.5 years.
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Each home’s potential occupancy determined by 
number of bedrooms plus 1 (assuming two people in 
master bedroom).
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33 of the homes in the study (23%) were built by Habitat 
for Humanity affiliates and were smaller Silver homes.

www.AllianceES.org

Annual Utilities
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