
 

 
 

“Who Was Behind 9/11?” 
 

September 10, 2008 
 

Q1.  As you know, on September 11, 2001 the United States was attacked.  Who do you think was behind the 
9/11 attacks? [Open-ended responses were coded according to list below.] 
 

 Al Qaeda/Bin Laden/ 
Islamic extremists 

The US 
government Israel Other Arabs/ 

Saudis/Egyptians Other DK/NS

Mexico 33 30 1 5 13 19 
       
Germany 64 23 1 0 2 9 
France 63 8  3 4 23 
Great Britain 57 5 1 2 10 26 
Russia 57 15 2 4 2 19 
Italy 56 15 1 3 4 21 
Ukraine 42 15 1 3 2 39 
       
Palestinian ter. 42 27 19 7 2 3 
Turkey 39 36 3 1 0 21 
Egypt 16 12 43 2 9 18 
Jordan 11 17 31 2 2 36 
       
Kenya 77 4 3 3 0 12 
Nigeria 71 7 2 4 2 14 
       
Taiwan 53 4 0 5 5 34 
South Korea 51 17 1 5 4 22 
China 32 9 0 1 2 56 
Indonesia 23 14 5 1 0 57 
       
Average 46 15 7 3 4 25 
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METHODOLOGY 

Country Sample Size 
(unweighted) 

MoE 
(%) Field dates Survey 

methodology 
Type of  
sample 

China  1011 3.2 Jul 26 – Aug 2, 2008 Telephone National1 

Egypt 600 4.0 Jul 21 – Aug 1, 2008 Face-to-face Urban2 

France 600 4.1 August 5 - 12, 2008  Telephone National 

Germany 1008 3.1 Jul 15 – Aug 12, 2008 Telephone National 

Great Britain 803 3.5 Jul 31 – Aug 8, 2008 Telephone National 

Indonesia 716 3.7 Jul 26 – Aug 18, 2008 Face-to-face National3 

Italy 552 4.3 July 16-30, 2008 Telephone National 

Jordan 583 4.1 August 12-15, 2008 Face-to-face National 

Kenya 1000 3.2 July 17-30, 2008 Face-to-face National 

Mexico 850 3.4 August 9-10, 2008 Telephone National4 

Nigeria 1000 3.2 August 9-18, 2008 Face-to-face National5 

Palestinian 
territories 638 4.0 August 1-7, 2008 Face-to-face National6 

Russia 3209 3.5 Jul 18-22 and Aug 15-
20, 2008 Face-to-Face National7 

South Korea 600 4.1 August 28-29, 2008 Telephone National 

Taiwan 823 4.1 August 22-31, 2008 Telephone National 

Turkey 1023 3.1 Jul 28 – Aug 18, 2008 Face-to-face National 

Ukraine 1047 3.1 August 9-21, 2008 Face-to-face National 
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1 In China, the survey was a probability sample of urban and rural households with land-line telephones in the provinces of Anhui, 
Hebei, Heilongjiang, Hubei, Jiangsu, Shanxi, Shanghai, Sichuan, and Yunnan—representing approximately 60 percent of the 
mainland Chinese population.  The sample was 40 percent rural, 60 percent urban (rural households make up approximately 55 
percent of the population). 
 
2 In Egypt, the survey was executed in the urban areas of Cairo, Alexandria, Giza, and Subra.  These four urbanized areas represent75 
percent of Egypt’s urban population, which is 42 percent of the national population. 
 

3 In Indonesia, a national probability sample was conducted in both urban and rural areas and covering approximately 87 percent of 
Indonesia’s population. 
 

4 In Mexico, a random telephone sample of adults who had landline telephones was conducted in all 31 states and the Federal District. 
Telephone penetration in Mexico is 55 percent.   
 

5 In Nigeria, the sample was developed by selecting six states, one per geographic region, based upon their size and representativeness.  
Within each state, sampling points were selected by means of a multi-stage random sample which disproportionately sampled urban 
areas.  The final sample is 75 percent urban; Nigeria is approximately 50 percent urban. 
 

6 In the Palestinian territories, a face-to-face national probability survey was conducted among the population of the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. 
 

7 In Russia, all items were half sampled; each item was answered by at least 800 respondents. 
 
 

 


