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Game-day mood changes around campus
By Aria Moyer

FOR THE COLLEGIAN

Following Friday night’s 
candlelight vigil at Old Main, the
atmosphere on campus turned
toward one of quiet grief on
Saturday. 

Students like Luke Provenzano
said they were pleased with the
vigil and felt like it represented the
spirit on campus perfectly. 

“The change in attitude showed
how we’ve finally realized that 
our actions speak louder than
words,” Provenzano (junior-film)
said.

Nonetheless, he said he still felt
that game day remained different
than ever before.

“A certain cloud is overshadow-
ing the hype of Penn State 

football,” he said.
Much like the atmosphere in

Beaver Stadium, a small crowd of
about 40 people at the HUB-
Robeson Center actively cheered
on Penn State in its last home
game against Nebraska and
showed their pride with a blue-
out.  

Like others at the HUB, Kirsten
Scannella said she enjoyed 
every second of the game and 
didn’t mind being unable to attend
at the stadium in spite of the 
loss. 

“We bleed blue and white no
matter where we’re at for the
game,” Scannella (sophomore-
international politics) said.

Tristan Buckley also said he had
a great time watching the game
from the HUB, which allowed for a

more intimate atmosphere than
what can be offered by Beaver
Stadium. 

“The smaller setting allowed
everyone to come together and
cheer on our school as a team,”
Buckley (senior-film and video)
said. 

He only hopes that this strong
sense of community will remain,
despite Penn State losing the
game.

“It was a good game and a close
call, but it’s definitely not worth a
riot,” he said. 

Marcus Palmer also said he felt
much excitement from the crowd
at the HUB. 

Nonetheless, he did feel a 
different atmosphere and lost
sense of morale for the 
senior players from students,

alumni and faculty. 
“This is their last Penn State

home game ever, and it’s unfair
how they’ve been forgotten
because of everything,” Palmer
(junior-psychology) said.

Edward Hernandez said he
agreed and made a point to wear
blue to support the football team
and the elimination of child abuse. 

“The players haven’t done any-
thing wrong,” Hernandez (junior-
psychology) said.

Like current students, Penn
State graduate Janet Skurnick
said she and her family also felt
mixed emotions when watching
the football game. 

“We come here regularly. But
this time the crowd was more
quiet than usual,” she said. 

Jennifer Spadaro said she

agreed. She added what’s causing
these mixed emotions are all 
“part of a dark gray cloud covering
Penn State, provoked by the 
outside media and their 
wrong impression of Penn 
State.”

“They’re blowing it up to some-
thing larger than it really is and
are making us sound worse,”
Spadaro (junior-kinesiology) 
said.

Andrew Rhein shared this 
sentiment, adding it’s hard for 
outsiders to accurately under-
stand what exactly Penn State is
going through in a time like 
this. 

“If you’re not a Penn Stater,
then you just don’t understand,”
Rhein (freshman- crime, law and
justice) said.

Joseph Streb/For the Collegian

A crowd gathers at a candlelight vigil to show support for those affected by sexual abuse on Friday night in front of Old Main.

Chloe Elmer/Collegian

Attendees add candles to a small circle on the Old Main patio.

Thousands unite for vigil
By Danae Blasso

COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

A silence was broken Friday
night by the rising and powerful
voices of students, alumni, fami-
lies and community members who
came to show themselves and the
community that they still are Penn
State.

To a crowd of thousands,
University Park Undergraduate
Association President TJ Bard,
who spoke at the vigil, said the
gathering demonstrated what
Penn State was about.

“We cannot let the actions of a
few define us,” Bard (junior-eco-
nomics and political science) said
at the event, held to honor the chil-
dren and families who were at the
heart of the sexual abuse charges
filed against former Penn State
defensive coordinator Jerry
Sandusky. “All of you here tonight
are what Penn State represents.”

As a last-minute guest, former
Penn State All-American line-
backer LaVar Arrington also came
to offer his condolences and speak
about the importance of remain-
ing unified as a university commu-
nity, even in discouraging times.

“We are Penn State and that will
never change,” Arrington said.
“We have been the standard for so
long. We have been the close fam-
ily for so long.”

Arrington continued by chal-
lenging those in attendance to be

active and take up Penn State’s
“call of duty” of not leaving and
forgetting what happened at the
vigil.

Vigil organizer Jessica Sever
shared an anonymous letter writ-
ten by a person who had suffered
from sexual abuse in the past. 

“Although that world is full of
suffering, it is completely full of
overcoming it,” Sever (senior-pub-
lic relations) said, reading the let-
ter.

After sharing these real-life tes-
timonies from those who have
experienced sexual abuse, the
crowd stood still and listened
songs from None Of The Above
and Blue in the FACE, both Penn
State a capella groups.

Athena Abate, who’s set to grad-
uate in a month, said recent
events have been a “shake-up” to
her. Instead of losing faith in her
university, Abate said she will
always love Penn State.

“Penn State is a community and
a family and we always come
through during the tough times,”
Abate (senior-electrical engineer-
ing) said. 

Katie Tice stood by her friend,
Abate. Tice (senior-industrial
engineering) said she was also
amazed at what has occurred her
senior year but believes the vigil
showed what was still pure and
good about the university.

“Penn State has been hurt,”
Tice said. “This community has

been devastated and it’s absolute-
ly critical that we come together
and show the nation that we’re
able to overcome this and that
we’re doing nothing more than
supporting the victims.”

After Bard — the last speaker of
the night — finished his remarks
as the bells sounded at 10 p.m., all
in attendance raised their candles
for a moment of silence. When the
bell’s 10 rings came to an end, the
Penn State Blue Band led the
crowd in singing the alma mater.

Blue Band member and organ-
izer of the vigil Kyle Harris could
not believe the number of atten-
dees until he saw the thousands of
candles rise together against an
otherwise dark Old Main lawn.

“It’s really a true testament to
the Penn State student body, the
Penn State community and to just
this university as a whole,” Harris
(senior-public relations) said.

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett
told ABC-TV on Saturday that he
was “very proud” of those
involved in what he said was a stu-
dent-run effort in the vigil.

The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.

To email reporter: dvb5178@psu.edu

Tom Ruane/Collegian

The crowd, shot through a fisheye lens, stands together on Friday.

Speakers
Jessica Sever: Organizer, introduced the vigil and talked about Penn
State’s tradition of helping others.
Kyle Harris: Organizer, asked that attendees light the candles to
show who Penn State really cares for - the children.
Sheffy Sodhi: Shared her personal story of being sexually abused
and witnessing an act of sexual abuse on someone else.
Dustin Yenser: Class of 2007, said PSU needs to learn from the
events, because “even a good person can fail to live to their ideals.”
Anonymous letter read by Sever: About a victim’s story of sexual
abuse.
LaVar Arrington: Former Penn State All-American linebacker, talked
about the value of being a Penn Stater and the lessons he learned.
TJ Bard: UPUA President, talked about how Penn State needs to
support the victims first.

Kelley King/Collegian

Kristen Adams (sophomore-biobehavioral health)
and Jessica Harrington (sophomore-public rela-
tions) watch in silence during the candlelight vigil.

Lynn McGowan/Collegian

Xavier Hons, nine years old, stands with his family at
the vigil on Old Main Lawn, holding a candle.

For an audio slideshow
and more photos from
the candlelight vigil:
collegian.psu.eduONLINE
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By Brittany Horn
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Members of Penn State’s alum-
ni community — the largest in the
nation — decided to spearhead an
effort to support the Penn
State community and take a
stand against sexual
abuse.

“Proud to be a Penn Stater” was
launched Wednesday evening
by Jerry Needel and his
wife, Jamie Needel, both Class
of 1998, with an initial goal of
raising more than
$500,000, all in support of
RAINN, the Rape, Abuse
and Incest National
Network.

In the past year, RAINN has
helped “more than 1.5 million vic-
tims” take their first steps toward
recovering from the abuse, said
RAINN spokeswoman Katherine
Hull.

Jerry Needel said the group is

trying to do all it can for the Penn
State community in furthering
pride, and reminding graduates
and students what the university
stands for.

“We want to get the focus back
on the victims and show the
world what it means to be a
Penn Stater,” Needel
said.

While the organization original-
ly had a goal of raising more than
$500,000 by next Wednesday,
Needel said he hoped to
raise that same goal by the
end of the football game
yesterday — $1 for every
member of the Alumni
Association.

By the time the clock ran out,
the final number stood at more
than $290,000 and the organization
advertised at the football game.

Katherine Hull, a spokeswoman
for RAINN, said the Needels con-
tacted her on Tuesday night voic-
ing the urge to help those who suf-
fer from sexual abuse, and
RAINN was more than happy to
accept the partnership opportuni-
ty.

“The real silver lining is that in
wake of this noise, we’ve seen an
overwhelming number of people

reaching out and asking for help,”
Hull said, adding that many of
those people are male and
looking for ways to deal with the
pain.

All donations will go directly to
the support and maintenance
of the hotline, which can
only serve as many people
as there are staffers
available, Hull said. The
demand for this service also c
ontinues to increase, with
RAINN’s numbers showing a 36
percent increase from 2010, she
added.

It’s a way to act immediately
and a way for a hurting communi-
ty to not feel so helpless, Hull
said.

“It’s absolutely wonderful that
there’s a way for these people to
give back,” she said.

“It says ‘We, as a Penn

State community, are not
going to be defined by these
actions.’ ”

Jamie Needel said she
continues to be astounded by
the outpouring of hope and
support of fellow Penn
State alumni and supporters,
adding that what started out as a
way to help ended up requiring
her to take two days off of
work.

But she’s not complaining.
Both she and her

husband, Jerry Needel, work

for a social media company
but never saw this project
taking off with such force —
though the dream was always
there.

“It’s taken on a life of its own,”
Jamie Needel said. “But it’s kind
of doing that on its own.”

At the end of the day though,
Jamie and Jerry Needel are still
“Penn Staters” and are still proud
of the university they graduated
from.

“It’s hard not to be,”
Jamie Needel said, after
witnessing the donation icon
increasing by hundreds of
dollars every few seconds. 

“This makes me proud.
This makes me believe that
most people are good people
and most people want to do the
right  thing.”

To email reporter: bah5310@psu.edu 

By Jaclyn Saumell
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

A group of students joined
together to raise $1,844.58
for non-profit organization
Childhelp by asking for
donations in front of the
HUB-Robeson Center and
the gates of Beaver Stadium
on Friday and Saturday.

Ian Golden and Jillian
Seifrit founded the initiative
for the fundraiser on
Wednesday.

“After everything [that has
happened], Ian came up to me,”
Seifrit (junior-political science)
said. 

“He wanted to raise money for
a national organization.” 

Golden (junior-supply chain)
said he wanted to boost
funds for the organization
because he believed people were
losing sight of those who matter
most in cases related to child
abuse.

“[I] just decided to show
initiative because people
are losing sight of what
this is about, [the surviving
children of the trial,]” he
said. 

According to its website,
Childhelp is a non-profit
organization that is dedicated
to helping those who have
suffered from child

abuse and neglect.
Childhelp operates a 24-hour

hotline in addition to utilizing a
holistic approach to child
abuse including prevention,
intervention, treatment,
advocacy services and foster
care.

The priority was to find
a way that they could raise
money in a short amount
of time, Selfrit said. By
Thursday, Golden had created a
Facebook event for the
fundraiser titled “Penn
State: Make a Difference.”
More than 400 people were
listed as “attending” the
fundraising event. And the
reactions to those
participating in the fundraiser
were similar to Golden and
Seifrit.

“I am trying to restore honor to
Penn State” David Schatz (fresh-
man–international politics and
labor and employment relations)
said. 

“I am still saddened by the
[recent] events. That is

why I’m out here.”
Those who helped with

gaining donations stood in
the cold outside of the
HUB-Robeson Center in the
afternoon on Friday.
Volunteers then  stood outside
the gates at Beaver
Stadium during the season’s
last home game
Saturday.

Golden said he wanted to
demonstrate what Penn
State’s all about in the
wake of sexual abuse
charges against former
defensive coordinator Jerry
Sandusky and perjury and failure
to report abus charges against
former interim Senior Vice
President for Finance
and Business Gary Schultz and
Athletic Director Tim
Curley.

“The Penn State student
body is still strong and
doesn’t reflect the actions of
what one man did and
what two men didn’t do,” he
said.

Penn State group raises money for RAINN

Students unite to raise funds 

Woman reflects
on sexual abuse

By Kristin Stoller
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Editor’s note: This article con-
tains graphic content.

Lauren Book knows what it
feels like to be affected by child
sex abuse.

The founder of Lauren’s Kids ––
an organization that educates
adults and children on sexual
abuse topics –– Book was abused
by her childhood nanny from age
11 to 16.

Her story, Book said, goes
something like the ones outlined
in the 23-page grand jury present-
ment detailing charges of sex
abuse against former defensive
coordinator Jerry Sandusky.

According to the grand jury’s
findings, Sandusky presented the
young boys with gifts in addition to
sexually abusing them 

Book said it seemed as though,
according to the grand jury’s find-
ings, Sandusky was trying to build
up a sense of trust: “The parents
of these children were glad
because they were given opportu-
nities they didn’t normally have.”

Book said her brother and sister
were also in her nanny’s care, yet
she was singled out and given spe-
cial attention.

Her special privileges included
receiving extra ice cream for
dessert, getting to stay up later
than her siblings and not having to
call “shot gun” during car trips.

“When my nanny knew I wasn’t
telling anyone, she knew she could
take it to the next level,” Book
said.

Book was then subjected to vio-
lent sexual abuse every day for six
years. In addition to “objects being
used” on her, she said she remem-
bers being urinated and defecated
on.

Book said a very high number of
sexual abuse survivors like her-
self turn to drugs, alcohol and sui-
cide. This, she said, is why it is
important for Penn State to pre-
vent a situation like this from hap-
pening in the future.

If the incidents in the grand jury
report hold true, “Jerry Sandusky
broke their lives,” Book said. 

“He shattered who and what
they were,” Book said. 

So far, she said the Board of
Trustees is taking the correct
steps toward repairing the univer-
sity’s name, including removing

former head football coach Joe
Paterno and former Penn State
President Graham Spanier.

Book said it is especially impor-
tant for Penn State students to
recognize the real issue at hand. 

After watching Wednesday
night’s riots on TV, she said she
was horrified by what she saw.

“This is not about football or Joe
Paterno, it is about children who
were sexually assaulted on this
campus and the people who
worked to cover it up,” she said,
referring to the incidents in the
grand jury report.

Book said many students are
simply reacting, and not thinking
about what really happened.

But Book said she believes
Penn State will recover.

“You know what they say about
scars, right?” Book said. “They
become the toughest part of who
and what you are.”

This, Book said, is Penn State’s
biggest scar –– a part of the uni-
versity that will never go away, but
will make it stronger.

The Centre County Women’s
Resource Center released a state-
ment Wednesday that said while
they were deeply saddened by the
news of the child sexual abuse
charges, they were not
surprised.

According to the statement,
research indicates one in four
girls and one in six boys will be
sexually abused before they reach
the age of 18, and most people who
abuse children are adults who are
known to the child.

Like Book, the Centre County
Women’s Resource Center is most
concerned with educating the
community about child sexual
assault.

“We offer our compassion, our
resources and our expertise to
those victims, their families and to
the community in the difficult days
ahead,” the Centre County
Women’s Resource Center said in
the statement.

Jessica Clark, a representative
of the Lauren’s Kids foundation,
said Book is a nationally renowned
expert on child sexual abuse and
prevention.

She said Book hopes to make a
trip to campus very soon to be able
to talk with students about pre-
vention, what it is like to be affect-
ed by sexual abuse and how to
heal.

To email reporter: kls5684@psu.edu

Lynn McGowan/Collegian

Penn State students raise money for those affected by child abuse outside Beaver Stadium before Penn
State's game against Nebraska Saturday afternoon.

By Brittany Horn
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

A group of students stood in the
front row of Beaver
Stadium, painted in blue from
their faces to their
stomachs, emblazoned with
the words “For The
Kids.”

A blue ribbon represented
the “O” in “for” and the
stadium cameramen periodically
panned over the group
of young men, cheering and show-
ing their support for both the foot-
ball team and the
I n t e r f r a t e r n i t y
Council/Panhellenic Dance
Marathon.

“Go State, Beat Cancer” echoed
from the stands soon after the
THON 2012 Overall Committee
was recognized at halftime and
the message was clear — despite
the past week’s events,
Penn State stands for something
more.

“If we’re going to get through
this, we need to stick together,”
THON Public Relations Overall
Chairwoman Kirsten Quisenberry
said.

Saturday’s football game
honored THON at halftime and at
the pre-game celebration,
The Blue Band TailGreat
Show took place in the Bryce
Jordan Center, where kids
received free, fake tattoos and
were given an opportunity to meet
cheerleaders and the Nittany
Lion. 

Hundreds of Penn State
fans flooded the BJC before the
game, dressed in navy blue
and ready to support the Nittany
Lions and the Penn State
community.

Penn State fans and Camp
Hill residents Richard and
Doris Lundvall, who have
attended football games since
1961, said they felt they needed
to come today after
seeing  what the surrounding

community has endured.
“We’re here for the boys today,”

Doris Lundvall said. “It’s more
than [the case].”

Her husband, Richard Lundvall,
echoed the same thoughts, adding
that he is sorry for the whole cam-

pus and what they must be feeling.
But Doris Lundvall believes the

community will prevail. “We’re
Penn State,” she said.

“Things will get brighter,” she
said, reaching for her husband’s
hand.

And fans were hard-pressed to
forget the meaning behind THON,
as the Nittany Lion sported
a “FTK” T-shirt for a portion of the
football game, as well as
participated in a shortened ver-
sion of the 2011 Line Dance with
fellow cheerleaders and
Lionettes.

At halftime, announcer Dean
DeVore reminded fans of THON’s
theme, “Brighten Every Journey,”
and its message to keep fighting to
find a cure.

With only 97 days until THON —
a number that popped
up multiple times in the
promotional video — students are
eager and ready for it to
begin.

By the end of the halftime show,
all students stood with their dia-
monds in the air.

“One day, we will dance in cele-
bration,” DeVore said. “Until then,
we dance for a cure.”

To email reporter: bah5310@psu.edu

2012 THON overalls look ahead to this year’s event

To donate
- Go to www.proudtobeapennstater.com
- Contactthe national hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE.
- Use the instant message service available at www.rainn.org.

Chloe Elmer/Collegian

Students painted their bodies to read the THON logo on Saturday
afternoon for the game against Nebraska.

PSU alumni have come
together to show their
support of those affected
by sexual abuse.

“The real silver lining is that in wake of this
noise, we’ve seen an overwhelming number of
people reaching out and asking for help.”

Katherine Hull
Spokeswoman for RAINN

“The Penn State student body is still strong
and doesn’t reflect the actions of what one
man did and what two men didn’t do.”

Ian Golden
junior - political science



By Christina Gallagher
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Cries of “Jesus loves me” and
“the good news of salvation” rang
out as thousands of football fans
left Beaver Stadium.

A small group of born-again
Christian individuals preached
messages of salvation atop a small
hill next to parking lots full of tail-
gaters grilling hamburgers and
hotdogs Saturday afternoon. 

One of the men who held a sign
urging sinners to repent was a
Penn State alumnus.

“We’re here to preach the good
news of salvation through Jesus
Christ,” Daniel D’Antico, Class of
2010, said. “We go to universities
big and small and preach the good
news.” 

As D’Antico and two other men
cited Bible passages to students
and football fans through a voice
amplifier, a group of about 80 leav-
ing the game circled the three
men on the hill.

Travis Oberweis and Brian
Quenneville were the first on the
scene.

“Everyone has their opinion,”
Oberweis (junior-psychology)
said. 

“But there’s always a time and a
place to do something — and it’s
not now.”  

Quenneville (sophomore-health
policy and administration) said he
immediately started a “Joe
Paterno” chant around the men to
combat their messages. 

Minutes later, a dozen of
University Police officers arrived
on the scene to control the group,
which had since continued to grow
and chant “We Are…Penn State”
around the men.

One police officer said those
preaching to the crowd were not
allowed to use the voice amplifier.

Cynthia Baldwin, Penn State’s
general counsel and chief legal
officer, also spoke with the
Christians.

Baldwin declined comment, but

D’Antico said Baldwin discour-
aged their use of the voice amplifi-
er. 

Another one of the Christians,
Pat Colacicco, 44, of New Jersey,
said the group simply made the
trip to Penn State out of care and
concern for its students.

“We love everyone,” he said.
“We came out to preach the
gospel.”

All of the men said they didn’t
travel to Penn State in light of the
events surrounding the sex abuse
charges against former defensive
coordinator Jerry Sandusky that
have been surfacing for the past
week. 

But they did agree the case has
brought up the need for repen-
tance. 

“Penn State is a good school,
but the way it’s going, no one
seems good,” Colacicco said.
“Everyone has to repent and
pray.”

To email reporter: crg5142@psu.edu
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Lynn McGowan/Collegian

A group of Penn State students pose for a photograph beside the Joe Paterno statue outside of Beaver
Stadium on Saturday afternoon before the game against Nebraska. Penn State lost the game 14-17.

Erickson talks employees, football game
By Brittany Horn and Anna Orso

COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITERS

After a week that left many stu-
dents wanting to hear more from
their university president, interim
Penn State President Rodney
Erickson made himself a visible,
vocal part of the university this
weekend.

At a press conference on Friday,
Erickson answered some
questions leftover after former
Penn State football defensive
coordinator Jerry Sandusky was
indicted on charges of sexual
abuse and, in the days that fol-
lowed, Penn State lost several top
administrators.

In an effort to rebuild confi-
dence in the university, the inter-
im President outlined five promis-
es for the Penn State community
moving forward from the shock of
last week.

First up: Restoring morals and
revisiting standards. Erickson
said he’s going to appoint an
Ethics Officer, who will report
directly to him, soon.

His second promise was to
“lead by example” and “expect no
less of others.”

For his third promise, Erickson
he said he will stress transparen-

cy as the investigation of universi-
ty conduct continues.

Erickson also promised to
remain sensitive to those who —
according to a 23-page grand jury
report —were sexually abused by
Sandusky, and to be sensitive to
their families.

Finally, Erickson said he would
openly assist a Special Committee
that was appointed by the Board of
Trustees to investigate the extent
to which university officials failed
to act appropriately on reports of
sexual abuse. 

To this effect, Erickson said he
will provide whatever resources
are needed and will act immedi-
ately based on the committee’s
findings.

At the same conference,
Erickson announced that assis-
tant football coach Mike
McQueary — who, according to
the grand jury’s findings, wit-
nessed Sandusky performing sex-
ual acts on a boy in 2002 in a Lasch
Football Building shower area —
has been placed on indefinite, paid
administrative leave.

McQueary’s status as an
employee, which was determined
by Erickson and acting Athletic
Director Mark Sherburne, is sub-
ject to change as the season con-

tinues, Erickson said during a
press conference Friday.

“It became clear McQueary
could not function in this role
given the circumstances,”
Erickson said, though he could not
address specific threats made to
the assistant coach.

The employment status of for-
mer Athletic Director Tim Curley,
charged with perjury and failure
to report abuse in connection with
the 2002 incident outlined in the
grand jury report, will be
addressed next week, Erickson
said. As of now, Curley remains on
administrative leave with the uni-
versity.

Former interim Vice President
for Finance and Business Gary
Schultz was also charged with
perjury and failure to report abuse
in connection with the same inci-
dent, but he has since returned to
retirement in order to focus on his
legal situation.

Erickson also addressed the
status of former President
Graham Spanier. 

Though the Board of Trustees
removed Spanier and head foot-
ball coach Joe Paterno
Wednesday night, Spanier
remains a tenured professor in
the College of Health and Human

Development as well as the
College of Liberal Arts, Erickson
said. Spanier is allowed to return
to his role as a professor in due
course, though nothing had been
determined as of Saturday,
Erickson said.

The focus also shifted toward
the football team, as Erickson said
he feels the team’s opportunity to
compete in a bowl game will not
be hurt due to recent events.

“Where they deserve to play,
they will play,” Erickson said.

Later Friday night, Erickson
attended a candlelight vigil on Old
Main lawn, organized by students
to honor those who Sandusky is
charged with sexually abusing.

There, he didn’t speak publicly,
however. 

Instead, he joined Vice
President for Student Affairs
Damon Sims, Vice President for
Administration Tom Poole and
others atop the Old Main patio,

observing the vigil alongside thou-
sands of students, alumni commu-
nity members and others.

The following day, at a press
conference after Saturday’s foot-
ball game against Nebraska, he
said he was proud to have been
part of the vigil — to him, an
example of the “character” of
Penn State students.

“[The vigil] was one of the most
moving experiences I’ve ever
been at in all my years at Penn
State,” Erickson said.

And, he said, that wasn’t the
only time that he was impressed
with Penn State students this
weekend. 

Also at the football press confer-
ence, Erickson said he was “char-
acter” displayed by students and
athletes during the game, despite
the loss.

To email reporters: bah5310@psu.edu
and amo937@psu.edu

Bomb threat
received Friday

By Christina Gallagher 
and Anna Orso

COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

The university received an
anonymous bomb threat Friday
night for Beaver Stadium, but
nothing was recovered as of 10
a.m. Saturday, according to a
press release from the Penn
State Live website. 

Police used bomb-sniffing dogs
in addition to other security
measures and additional person-
nel to comb the area.

University Police and officials
from the Office of University
Relations could not be reached
for more information, but,
according to the release, police
and the FBI are investigating the
threat.

Fans were asked to arrive at
the stadium early on Saturday as
additional security measures
were planned, the release said. 

Officials urged students and
fans to report any suspicious
behavior at the football game
against Nebraska by immediate-

ly calling University Police at 814-
863-1111 or 9-1-1.

On Saturday, police said the
bomb threat was unfounded and
nothing was recovered.

But Brittany Mitzel said she
was not allowed to go to the foot-
ball game against Nebraska on
Saturday because of the received
threat.

“My dad just wouldn’t let me go
because he was worried about
my safety,” Mitzel (sophomore-
business) said. 

But other students weren’t so
concerned about the bomb
threat.

Alexi Biondo heard about the
threat before the game but did
not believe it was true.

“I have heard of bomb threats
happening before, and I think it
was just about the whole scandal
surrounding it,” Biondo (junior-
finance) said. “I didn’t think it
would actually happen, and obvi-
ously it didn’t.”

To email reporter: crg5142@psu.edu
and amo937@psu.edu

Westboro Baptist Church comes to protest
By Megan Rogers

COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

With less than half an hour left
to kickoff, a Penn State fan
appeared at the intersection of
Park Avenue and Bigler Road with
a sign: “They don’t even go here.”

“They” referred to four mem-
bers of the Westboro Baptist
Church, the organization infa-
mous for picketing funerals of fall-
en military members and spread-
ing an anti-gay message.

The group came to protest at
Penn State because the university
“has the wrath of God raining
down on them,” according to the
group’s website.

But some Penn State students
were prepared for their arrival.

A group of about 30 people lined
up across from the protestors to
spread the message that hate is
not a Penn State value, organizer
Julian Haas said.

Many in the group held up
blank, white bed sheets. Other

signs simply read “ignore them”
or had a blue ribbon to support
those affected by child abuse. 

As fans headed to the football
game, many stopped to join the
counter-protesters periodically
throughout the morning.

Each of the Westboro protesters
held about four signs. 

As counter-protesters told
passerby to ignore the church and
to enjoy the game, the protesters
across the street used similar
words to spread a strikingly differ-
ent message. 

Alyssia Motah, who helped
organize the counter-movement,
said the counter-protesters didn’t
want to argue with the Westboro
protesters. 

They just wanted to defuse a
potentially tense situation for a
community that is already vulner-
able.

Motah (junior-food science) said
she considered their counter-
protest a success.

Protester Margie Phelps said

having the counter-protesters
were a nice contrast to highlight
the church’s message. She said
she thought the protest went
“great.” 

Haas said he couldn’t disagree
more.

“I don’t think we made their
message any more clear or power-
ful,” Haas (senior-sociology) said.
“I think we made their message
obsolete. Our message is with love
and hope and peace.”

Many who walked by said they
had trouble finding the words to
express their reactions to the
Westboro protestors.

Some pointed out that the pro-
testers’ shouts only served to illus-
trate the peacefulness of the stu-
dents’ counter-protest.

“I love that there’s so many
more people on our side and it’s
peaceful,” Shyler Patton (fresh-
man-education) said. “It’s beauti-
ful.”

To email reporter: mer5200@psu.edu

Born-again Christians preach

Lynn McGowan/Collegian

Kalli Osborne shouts for Penn State to “share the love,” offering free
hugs to fans leaving the Beaver Stadium. Behind her, a crowd gathers as
a group of born-again Christians preach Saturday afternoon.

Katie Silvis/Collegian

A member of the Westboro Baptist Church holds up signs along Park
Avenue as State Troopers stand guard. Across the street, members of the
Penn State community urged fans to ignore the protest.

“[The vigil] was one of the most moving
experiences I’ve ever been at in all my years at
Penn State.”

Rodney Erickson
Interim Penn State president
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Crowd wears blue for game

Fans show support

By Trevor Hornby
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

Rousing cheers replaced riots
and a sea of blue replaced the
expected white-out at the foot-
ball game against Nebraska on
Saturday. Penn State fans partic-
ipated in a “blue-out” to pay trib-
ute to those affected by child
abuse and to unite in the face of
sexual abuse charges that have
rocked the university.

Stuart Shapiro (graduate-
business administration) and
Laura March (graduate-art edu-
cation and instructional sys-
tems), along with Therese
Jones, Class of 2009, started the
blue-out movement by creating
a Facebook event titled “Blue
Out PSU vs. Nebraska—Stop
Child Abuse!” 

To promote the event, they
approached McLanahan’s to
produce “Blue-out shirts” that
Manager Jennifer Schoch said
were “shipping like crazy.” 

Lauren Popko said the blue-
out sent a more powerful mes-
sage than the traditional white-
out.

“The blue-out shows support
for a specific cause. It shows that
we haven’t lost perspective and
that we’re united in supporting
the victims of this horrible

event,” Popko (freshman-petro-
leum engineering) said.

The united mood was evident
from the beginning of the pre-
game show. 

Penn State football players
walked into the stadium with
arms linked in a show of solidar-
ity and the University of
Nebraska’s football team
entered to cheers instead of the
characteristic booing. 

Beaver Stadium fell silent as
both squads met at midfield to
pray before uniting in a chorus of
clapping that spread throughout
the stadium.

Fans performed an especially
emotional rendition of the alma
matter, adding special emphasis
on the lyrics “may no act of ours
bring shame.”

Charlie Sexton described the
atmosphere during the game as
electric.

“I’ve never been at a sporting
event like today where you can
literally feel the energy in the
arena,” Sexton (freshman-
finance) said.

Popko agreed that the energy
in the stadium made for a mem-
orable experience.

“It showed how everyone was
really proud to be a Penn Stater
today. The performance of the
alma mater was awesome and

moving,” she said.
Beaver Stadium staff member

Travis Kuhstos confirmed that
signs were taken away from fans
who tried to bring them into the
stadium. 

It’s a general rule, he said —
nothing out of the ordinary and
not related to the content of the
signs.

Nebraska fan Bob Colin said
he was impressed by the recep-
tion he received from Penn State
supporters and well as the will-
ingness of the students to rally in
support of those who have expe-
rienced child abuse.

“I had no problem with the
fans. They were all polite and
they all told us thank you for
coming,” Colin said.

“I think the students did well
today in response to the charges
and they were well behaved.”

Many fans and students said
the blue-out was an effective
way to change the negative
national perception of Penn
State students following riots on
campus during the past
week.

“It’s starting to send a positive
message back to the media that
we’re not all turning over vans
and vandalizing our school,” said
Sexton. “We understand it’s
more than football.”

Former coach’s
statue honored

Kelley King/Collegian

Fans wear blue during Penn State’s game against Nebraska on Saturday.

By Brittany Truscott
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

A few trampled flower bouquets
sat at his feet. Another field of
about a dozen roses, these ones
drawn by sidewalk chalk artists,
surrounded the ground below.

Adjacent signs read “God Bless
Joe Paterno” and “We Are…Penn
State” and included hundreds of
signatures from supporters.

Outside Beaver Stadium during
Saturday’s home football game
against Nebraska, crowds gath-
ered at the 7-foot, solid bronze
likeness of former head football
coach Joe Paterno and paid trib-
ute to the fired coach.

The need to take a picture with
the statue now seemed more
urgent, some fans said, and stu-
dents, alumni and visitors fueled a
constant line of fans waiting for
their picture with the statue.

One alumnus, Wadih Atiyeh,
waited his turn and then hugged
the statue of Paterno. 

“Nothing changes the way we
feel about Joe,” Atiyeh, Class of
2003, said. 

Fans will continue to revere
Paterno as the legend he once
was, and society will soon forget
about the scandal that clouded his
image, he said. 

Tom Moldovan, a New York res-
ident and avid Penn State fan —
but not an alumnus of the univer-
sity — stood by the statue for
hours trying to encourage visitors
to support Paterno.

“Due process has not been

given to Joe. He has done great
things for the state of
Pennsylvania, the college, and the
kids that go here,” Moldovan said.
“We don’t know the whole story. I
want to know the whole story.”

He also said the mood at the
statue was positive and respectful.

Nearby, a group of State College
Area High School students passed
around a ball — opting to take up
a spot close to the statue so that
they could watch the reactions of
visitors. Some of those students
said they noticed a lot more traffic
around the statue than usual.

David Solano, a high school
freshman, said the recent events
at Penn State have taken a toll on
the students at his school, too. 

“For the most part, our teachers
won’t let us talk about it in class,”
Solano said. “So it’s all we talk
about in the hallways.”

J.T. Mobley, also a freshman,
said he thinks what happened at
Penn State was not Paterno’s
fault.

“The crowd gathering here at
this statue shows that people still
support and respect this man,”
Mobley said.

“We don’t know the
whole story. I want
to know the whole
story.”

Tom Moldovan
Penn State fan

Attendance reaches season high

Locals gather at
the Paterno home

By Darin Jin and Samantha Yuhas
FOR THE COLLEGIAN 

Saturday’s game proved to be a
high-point in a season of low atten-
dance figures.

Despite the firing of former
head football coach Joe Paterno,
107,903 fans came out to watch the
Penn State Nittany Lions take on
the University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers in the Lions’ last
home game of the 2011 season.

Though the game’s attendance
doesn’t fall into the top 10 most-
attended games in Penn State his-
tory, it was the highest of the sea-
son. The 107,903 figure neared
attendance at this season’s game
against the University of Alabama,
which totaled 107,846 people.

Overall, empty seats have
become a fairly common sight at
Beaver Stadium this season.
Attendance at the season opener
against Eastern Michigan
University came in at 95,636. The
figure is particularly low when
compared to Beaver Stadium’s all-

time high of 110,753 against
Nebraska in 2002.

And some students said they
agreed this season hasn’t attract-
ed as many fans.

“It hasn’t been this crowded all
season,” Kyle Donnowitz (sopho-
more-supply chain management)
said.

Donnowitz, who worked as a
vendor in one of the Penn State
Bookstore’s trailers surrounding
Beaver Stadium, said he was busy
even after the game.

Adriana Acosta is a season tick-
et holder who has been to every
home game in the 2011 season.   

Clad in blue to express support
not only for the team, but also for
children who have been abused,
she shared that she had planned
to attend regardless of the recent
events.

She added that it had definitely
changed the game’s meaning for
her.

“Earlier, I wanted to come
because it was a big game,”
Acosta (junior-public relations and

political science) said. “After this
week, I wanted to come support
our school, because that’s what’s
important. I think as Penn State
students we need to unite, stay
strong, rebuild and show the world
we are Penn State.”

But Jessica Markel said she
attended because the Nebraska
game was the only one she had
tickets to. 

Having missed the sale of sea-
son tickets, she purchased her
Nebraska ticket two months ago. 

Though Markel (freshman-
nursing) decided to attend the
game months ago, she said she
and Penn State fans “really want-
ed the win for JoePa.”

Steve Brooks, Class of 2005, said
he had also planned to attend the
game before the grand jury state-
ment was released. 

“I knew it would be a big game.
I wanted to come up for this one,”
Brooks said. 

But, unlike Markel, Brooks did
not think Paterno’s absence
affected the mood in the stadium

or the team’s performance.
“I thought that it seemed like

the typical team, like they’ve been

playing all season. I thought
everyone was just trying to get
back to normal,” Brooks said.

By Mindy Szkaradnik
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

A familiar chorus of “We
Are…Penn State” cheers
echoed through Beaver Stadium
Saturday — this time, unlike
most, after a Penn State football
team loss. 

The student section was
almost full before the Blue Band
came out on the field prior to the
final home game of the 2011 sea-
son against the University of
Nebraska — a rarity this season.
Everyone in attendance also
recognized a moment of silence
before the game in honor of
those affected by child abuse.

After all of the events of the
past week, Megan Peiffer said
the game exemplified unity
among the Penn State commu-
nity, despite the loss.

“The stands are still packed 10
minutes after the game,” Peiffer
(senior-biobehavioral health)
said. “When does that ever hap-
pen?”

Throughout the game, the
crowd’s emotions and cheers

rose and fell with the actions of
the team — but overall, alumna
Pearl Smith said she thought the
morale and actions of the stu-
dents were exemplary. 

“It was so pleasant,” Smith,
Class of 1962, said. “The stu-
dents ought to be proud.”

Smith and her husband David
Smith, Class of 1961, have had
season tickets for years and
debated coming to this game.
After attending, she said it
seemed like students and play-
ers rose above the issues at the
game.

And the same feeling held
true for those in the opposing
team’s fan base. Nebraska alum-
nus Mike Manly said he had not
seen a single instance of bad fan
behavior.

Nebraska fan Janet Vargas-
Mas said she was just anxious to
see the football game, and she
was treated with respect on
Saturday.

Still, she said she was sad that
it was not Joe Paterno’s final
football game.

“I was sad for you guys, for
Joe, for the school itself, [and]
for the way it had to happen,”
Vargas-Mas said.

Another Nebraska alumnus,
Dave Mennenga, also said he
was disappointed to miss
Paterno’s last football game, as
he thought would be the case

earlier this week.
But Mennenga said he also

watched the candlelight vigil on
television last night — held on
Old Main lawn to honor those
affected by child sexual abuse —
and thought that’s what the
focus should be on.

He and his brother, Travis
Mennenga, said that everyone
was nice to them and welcomed
them to Happy Valley. 

And Penn State student Jon
Trexler said he thinks that the
game was a turn around from
the events of the week.

He thinks that the fact that the
students came together was
more important than the game
itself.

“It’s more important that
we’re out here together doing
what we usually do,” Trexler
(freshman-mechanical engi-
neering) said.

To email reporter: mhs5156@psu.edu

“I was sad for you
guys, for Joe, for
the school itself,
[and] for the way it
had to happen.”

Janet Vargas-Mas
Nebraska fan

Nebraska fans shed
light on recent events
affecting Penn State
University.

By Liz Dennerlein
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

A group waited in front of the
Paterno household Saturday after
the game against Nebraska to
support former Penn State head
football coach Joe Paterno, greet-
ing him as he arrived home.

Though Paterno was driven in a
van into his garage, declining to
talk to fans, those who stood on the
coach’s lawn said they wouldn’t
have been anywhere else to back
the coach.

Jasmin Castillo was one of
those waiting for Paterno.

“After the game, I wanted to pay
my respects,” Castillo (sopho-
more-public relations) said. “I
know how difficult it was for him to
not be [coaching the game] today.”

Castillo said Paterno has put so
much time, money and energy
into the school, and he didn’t
deserve to be let go the way he
was Wednesday when the Board of
Trustees opted to remove him
from his position in the wake of
sex abuse charges filed against a
former member of his coaching
staff, Jerry Sandusky.

“We do care, and we have not
forgotten him as a Penn State
community,” Castillo said. “Even
though he was not there physical-
ly, he was there with us in spirit,
and we thought about him the
whole game.”

Ryan Lee, also among those
standing outside the Paterno
home, said the former coach was
one of the reasons he came to
Penn State and is a key part of the
university’s history.

Lee said Paterno’s dismissal
was in the best interest of the uni-
versity and he understands what
the Board of Trustees had to do.

But that doesn’t mean he
agreed with the way they went
about removing Paterno, by
phone.

“I just want him to know that I
appreciate him for everything he’s
done, not that he’s left out in the
cold by just getting a phone call to
say that he has to leave his posi-
tion,” Lee (freshman-secondary
education) said.

Eleven-year-old Michael
Termini went up to Joe Paterno’s
house, with his brother, 13-year-
old Anthony Termini, to place a
No. 22 football jersey on his side-
walk, letting Paterno know that
they appreciate all that he has
done as the former Penn State
football coach.

“I’m sort of upset JoePa got
fired,” Michael Termini said. “I
thought he was an amazing coach
and I wanted to give him a little
tribute.”

Anthony Termini said he agreed
and that Paterno was an individ-
ual he looked up to.

“I idolize him not only as a
coach, but as a person,” Anthony
Termini said. 

Penn State quarterbacks coach
Jay Paterno, Joe Paterno’s son,
visited the house after the game,
waving to those waiting on his
father’s lawn.  

Before entering the house, Jay
Paterno shouted, “We Are…” to
the crowd that eagerly responded
“Penn State.” He then took a sign
that was left for Joe Paterno and
brought it into the house. 

A police officer then told media
members and fans to remove
themselves from the Paternos’
lawn, a request from the Paterno
family.

To email reporter: etd5045@psu.edu
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Kelley King/Collegian

A cheerleader grabs his head after watching the Nittany Lions lose to Nebraska on Saturday.

Katie Silvis/Collegian

Fr. Robert Hoatson, 59, of West Orange, N.J., Ginny Hoehne, 70, of Dayton, Ohio, and Mary Ann
Timmerman, 61, of Fort Loramie, Ohio peacefully hold signs along side Beaver Stadium.  

Venkatesh Krishnan/Collegian

Penn State football players walk out of the tunnel. 

Lynn McGowan/Collegian

A group of Penn State students honor those affected by child abuse in a solidarity walk from the lion
shrine to Beaver Stadium before the Nittany Lions’ game.

Amanda August/Collegian

Fans gather outside the Paterno house to show their support after the first football game without Joe Paterno since 1949.

Amanda August/Collegian

Michael Termini, 11, along with his brother and father, Class of 1987, signs a Penn State jersey to
leave in front of the Paterno house Saturday after the game.

Amanda August/Collegian

A student shakes a pom pom during the last home game this year.

Katie Silvis/Collegian

Pennsylvania State Troopers on horses circle Beaver Stadium as an added security measure for Saturday's game.  

FIGHTING
ON

Saturday’s football game 
against Nebraska 

provided a return to normalcy
for Penn State.
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YOU are the first group of
Penn Staters to ever hold
a Sunday edition of The

Daily Collegian
in your hands.

You are also
the group of
Penn Staters
that has been
thrust into the
national spot-
light at a time of
anger and con-
fusion, tears
and reflection. 

You carry an inconceivable
weight on your hearts. With
every step, you carry the weight
of charges brought against peo-
ple you trusted and believed in. 

You are being asked to com-
prehend a 23-page document
describing the most unimagin-
able crimes committed against
eight boys.

One hundred and twenty five
years later, it has taken some of
Penn State’s darkest hours for
this special edition of the
Collegian to be brought to you. 

This weekend, there was just
too much to tell you to for it to
wait until Monday. You need to
know everything in this paper

right now. We can only hope that
our storytelling will help the
Penn State community move
toward a place of understanding
and peace. I believe in my heart
of hearts that this is our duty to
you, our readers.

I’ve barely made it to class
and haven’t slept more than
three hours at a time this week.
I wish I could tell you that my
story was an anomaly, but
everyone on our staff of about
200 is pulling similar hours.

The sweat, the tears, the
sleepless nights are all for you. 

Know that we wouldn’t do any
of this if we didn’t sincerely
believe in our duty to you. Every
student. Every person who,
before last week, never would
have imagined that their Penn
State pride would be called into
question.

And through every moment of
this trying time in the-once
Happy Valley, I promise that

The Daily Collegian will be here
for you.

We’ll be in the basement of
the James Building — or wher-
ever the news happens to be —
bringing you the fairest, most
complete and up-to-the-second
information that we possibly
can.

When there are so many
questions, so many unsure
moments, this is our commit-
ment to you. The Collegian was
at Penn State long before this
storm rolled in, and we’ll be
here when the clouds start to
lift. 

Our duty to you keeps us
going. So, to take a page out of
the book of our university’s ral-
lying cries, “We are… here for
you.”

Lexi Belculfine is a senior majoring in
print journalism. She is The Daily
Collegian’s editor-in-chief. Email her at
editorinchief@psucollegian.com.

C O L U M N

By Lexi Belculfine

Editor: ‘We are... here for you’

MY OPINION

We will right our leaders’ wrongs 

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Lexi Belculfine
Editor in Chief

Stephanie Haas
Business Manager

Collegian 

Letters
We want to hear your com-
ments on our coverage,
editorial decisions and the
Penn State community.
Email:
editorinchief@psucolle-
gian.com
Online:
collegian.psu.edu
Postal mail/In person:
123 S. Burrowes St.
State College, PA 16801
Letters should be about
200 words. Student letters
should include class year,
major and campus. Letters
from alumni should
include graduation year.
All writers should provide
their address and phone
number for verif ication.
Letters should be signed
by no more than two peo-
ple. Members of organiza-
tions must include their
titles if the topic they write
about is connected with
the aim of their groups.
The Collegian reserves the
right to edit letters. The
Collegian cannot guaran-
tee publication of all let-
ters. Letters chosen also
run on The Daily Collegian
Online and may be select-
ed for publication in The
Weekly Collegian. All let-
ters become property of
Collegian Inc.

Who we are
The Daily Collegian’s editorial
opinion is determined by its
Board of Opinion, with the edi-
tor holding final responsibility.
The opinions  expressed on the
editorial page are not necessar-
ily those of The Daily Collegian
or Collegian Inc., a separate
institution from Penn State.
Board of Opinion members
Alex Angert, Daniele Ashke-
nazy, Kimberly Bartner, Emily
Battaglia, Lexi Belculfine,
Adam Bittner, Josh Bollinger,
Jourdan Cole, Chloe Elmer,
Zack Feldman, Joshua
Glossner, Vera Greene, Mike
Hricik, Lauren Ingeno, Emily
Kaplan, Jake Kaplan, Julia
Kern, Kelley King, Sam
Kramer, Jennifer Lewis, Kath-
leen Loughran, Ryan Loy,
Casey McDermott, Paige
Minemyer, Elizabeth Mirar-
chi, Matt Morgan, Michael
Oplinger, Erika Spicer, Jessi-
ca Tully, Somer Wiggins

T H E D A I L Y

About the Collegian: The
Daily Collegian and The Week-
ly Collegian are published by
Collegian Inc., an 
independent, nonprofit corpo-
ration with a board of directors
composed of students, faculty
and professionals. Penn State
students write and edit both
papers and solicit advertising
for them. During the fall and
spring semesters as well as
the second six-week summer
session, The Daily Collegian
publishes Monday through Fri-
day. Issues are distributed by
mail to other Penn State cam-
puses and subscribers.
Complaints: News and edito-
rial complaints should be
presented to the editor. Busi-
ness and advertising com-
plaints should be presented
to the business manager.

Jourdan Cole
Opinion Page Editor
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In the wake of scan-
dalous allegations, riots,
dismissals and poor lead-
ership, Penn Staters have
questioned their loyalty
and; at the least, experi-
enced many emotions.  

Friday night’s candle-
light vigil at Old Main
brought thousands
together to raise aware-
ness of the larger issue —
the children and families
who’ve allegedly been
affected by Jerry San-
dusky’s actions. 

The Old Main lawn was
not filled with the tumul-
tuous mob that occupied
it Wednesday night but by
a solemn student body
Friday. 

For almost a week, we
were leaderless and rest-
less. But, we became the
leaders we were search-
ing for.

The student-organized
vigil allowed the Penn
State community to
reflect and grieve. 

And this act is only one.
Hopefully, many more to

come will reshape what it
means to be a Penn
Stater. We will show the
world who we are. 

It was one of the most
powerful statements our
student body could make. 

We are not rioters. We
are students who came
together at 9:30 on a Fri-
day night and to remem-
ber those who were
allegedly abused by San-
dusky. 

One man started this
disaster. A 23-page report
along with the mistakes of
our supposed leaders,
needed to be cleaned up
by the student body. We
will right the wrongs. 

The allegations
should’ve been stopped
the moment they were
reported. 

The students and the
community stepped up to
the task at hand and cre-
ated an inspiring and
solemn experience. 

The Wednesday night
riot didn’t define us. 

The minority does not

and cannot define us. 
What defines us is how

we can come together
and unite in a time of
tragedy. 

And it gave many of us
a sense of closure — a
peaceful way of express-
ing ourselves and repre-
senting our school. 

Our community will not
brush these events under
the rug. We will pick-up
where our leaders did
not. 

We must not let those
who’ve been sexually
abused be forgotten. This
is an issue that effects
more than the eight boys
who’ve allegedly been
abused by Sandusky. This
issue has more meaning
than just repairing Penn
State’s image. It means
more than righting past
wrongs.

Friday night brought
dark beauty. 

It unified campus and
community and focused
on those who truly need
our support.

McQueary is a coward
Horrendous as it would have been, how I

wish I had been the one to see Jerry
Sandusky allegedly raping the child. 

I’m a 61-year-old, 5’0,” 114 lb. woman but
I can guarantee you I would have stopped
the rape, rescued the boy and called the
police. In years to come, the name Mike
McQueary will be synonymous with cow-
ardice of despicable proportions. 

It is a good thing McQueary was not
aboard Flight 93 on 9/11/01. Instead of
“rolling” to take the plane down with the
heroes, McQueary would have run to the
back of the plane and called his daddy. 

I don’t know how he can live with him-
self. 

Donna Green
Clarksville, Tenn. 

Alumni will support students
To future graduates: 
Fear. Anger. Sadness. Disappointment. 
These emotions should not be the norm

for any of you. You are students at a great
university. You should be going to class,
working hard, joining organizations, danc-
ing at the Interfraternity/ Panhellenic
Dance Marathon and living a fairly happy
life. That is how it works, or at least how it
used to work. 

I know that right now things seem pretty
awful, and they will probably get worse.
But, I feel like we owe you something as
alumni, something that has not been given
or even talked about: Support. 

I understand that the national media is
questioning your every emotion. 

Ignore them. 
You are allowed to be upset; and really,

you should be upset. The administration
and others failed you. They stole part of
your identity, your innocence and your
sense of belonging. They tarnished some-
thing you and I hold dear, and you should
be upset. Anyone who says that you being
upset means you’re not against the horrific
acts of child molestation is incapable of
rational thought. 

Remember, while others may try to
alienate you, at least 500,000 people support
and believe in you. Someday we will all
understand what happened and will be able
to punish those who performed these hor-
rific acts; but for now, go to class, work
hard, join an organization and dance in
THON. You do belong to something; and no
matter what anyone tells you, the Penn
State family is a pretty great family. 

Danielle Gagne
Class of 2006

Proud of what PSU stands for
I do not feel qualified to directly refer to

anything that might or might not have hap-
pened and, therefore, I will not do so. 

I will address the pride I feel knowing
that my son, now successfully in the work-
place, and my daughter, about to graduate
in May, have both been given the privilege
of attending PSU. 

Both of my children are proud of Penn
State and what it stands for. 

The football program, albeit a huge part
of Penn State, does not define its students.
Those of you who have graduated or will be
graduates must always be proud of Penn
State and what you have learned. I would
send more children to PSU if there were
more to send and I will always be a proud
Penn State parent.

Deborah Dolan
Easton, Pa. 
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By Steven Petrella
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

When Matt McGloin’s pass fell
incomplete as time expired, a
dejected group of Penn State
players turned and headed
through the tunnel toward the
locker room.

But as they did, members of the
student section –– which lost few,
if any fans –– let the players know
how they felt, after the game
ended.

“We are Penn State,” the crowd
rang. 

As the cheer synonymous with
the university echoed throughout
Beaver Stadium, it showed the
players and the Penn State com-
munity that they will move on
from the events that struck dur-
ing last week.

“That showed a lot of maturity
in the moving-on process and the
healing process,” tackle Quinn
Barham said of the cheer after
the game. “I think everybody is

ready to move on. But it’s going to
be tough to do that. Hopefully we
can get everybody back on our
side and worry about the football
aspect.”

While a dark cloud hung over
one of Central Pennsylvania’s
most renowned towns last week
— literally and figuratively —
there wasn’t a single one to be
found in the sky Saturday.

For one day and for four hours,
it was just a football game. And
that football game, despite the
outcome, brought everyone that
much closer.

“I think the fans reacted to this
whole situation well. Better than a
lot of people expected them to,”
defensive tackle and co-captain
Devon Still said. “The fans came
to support us and came to show
the love for the victims. We’re
going to stick together no matter
what we go through.”

Before the game, players from
both Penn State and Nebraska
joined at midfield to silently pray

for the victims of child abuse. The
two teams, joined by Penn State’s
former lettermen, sat in silence
for almost two minutes before a
slow clap rained in from the
stands.

“We just decided as captains, I
think the coaches, too, they said
just walk on the field and come

together and say a prayer with
Nebraska just for the victims,”
Barham said. “It was the right
thing to do. And I appreciate it for
the fans just to wear all blue. It
was touching for us, as well. It
was a tough, tough day.”

Still said sometimes, there’s 
See HEALING, Page 11.

FOOTBALL

Venkatesh Krishnan/Collegian

Silas Redd (25) is stopped by a bevy of Nebraska defenders.

By Mike Still
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Penn State had written this
script before.

Like so many times in this
u n p r e d i c t a b l e
season, the
Nittany Lions left
the door open
Saturday, allow-
ing a cool, unnerving draft to
creep into Beaver Stadium.

In all but one time they had con-
fronted looming defeat, the No. 12
Lions stood tall and shooed disap-
pointment back into the darkness.

Against No. 19 Nebraska, the
opportunities were there. But
those chances couldn’t be convert-
ed to solutions as Penn State
dropped its first Big Ten game of

the year, 17-14, to Nebraska.
“We got off to a slow start. We

didn’t do well on defense. We
couldn’t sustain a
drive,” interim
head coach Tom
Bradley said.
“But I was awfully
proud. We got
down 17-0, and
they didn’t quit.
They hung tough,
and they hung in
there together.”

Amidst arguably the biggest
scandal in school history, the
Lions played in the program’s first
game without Joe Paterno on the
coaching staff since 1949. With the
players battling their emotions —
as well as the Cornhuskers — the
world watched to see how they

could handle heartbreak, confu-
sion and adversity never before
seen in Happy Valley.

“Today, it was tough for us,”
receiver Derek Moye said. “But
we still needed to just execute out
there.”

The Lions dug themselves into
a hole early, trailing 10-0 at half-
time.

While Penn State outgained
Nebraska 176-to-167 in total
yardage, failures to capitalize on
opportunities — including a
missed 47-yard field goal attempt
by Anthony Fera on the Lions’ sec-
ond possession — plagued the
team. 

With Paterno gone from the
scene, and former receivers coach
Mike McQueary absent from the 

See LOSS, Page 11.
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Nebraska
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Penn State

Coach
leaves
a void
The absence of former
head coach Joe Paterno
hit close to home for
the team and its fans.

By Mike Still
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Joe Paterno wasn’t at the head
of the team bus as it made its
way over to Beaver Stadium on
Saturday morning.

He wasn’t on the sidelines
barking orders in a high-pitched,
nasally voice nor was he sitting
high above the field in the press
box, overseeing his team.

While the No. 12 Nittany Lions
battled No. 19 Nebraska,
Paterno was likely watching
Penn State football as a specta-
tor for the first time in 62 years.

“Maybe he was out cutting the
grass. I don’t know,” Paterno’s
son Jay, the Lions’ quarterbacks
coach, said jokingly after
Saturday’s game. “He wanted to
watch it on TV because he want-
ed to make sure the guys he
coached and the guys he felt
very close to would understand
that he was part of this and he
still wanted to be part of this.”

Paterno was fired as Penn
State’s head football coach late
Wednesday in wake of discussion
regarding his role in the Jerry
Sandusky child sex abuse scan-
dal.

For the first time in nearly a
lifetime, the Lions were without
their legendary coach.

Paterno received no official
recognition during Saturday’s
game, and just briefly appeared
during a few promotional videos
shown on the Beaver Stadium
video boards.

Kelly Brown (sophomore-mar-
keting) said at one point a cam-
eraman told her she could not
appear on the video board
because her friend was wearing
a Paterno shirt.

“It’s disrespectful,” Brown
said. “This is still JoePa’s house.
This has been his team all year.”

While Paterno’s physical pres-
ence couldn’t be felt, the life les-
sons he’s taught and his passion
for Penn State were in the hearts
and minds of players, coaches
and fans alike.

Chants of “Joe Pa-tern-o”
broke out from the student sec-
tion on a few occasions, includ-
ing both before the Lions took
the field for their second-to-last
offensive possession and after
the game as the players
marched through the tunnel.

There were many people
around the country who in the
last week fully endorsed
Paterno’s dismissal from the
team.

But defensive end Jack
Crawford, who had “JVP” writ-
ten on one of his eye black strips
in honor of his former coach,
said those who know Paterno
feel differently.

“From an outside perspective,
it looks a little different from an
inside perspective,” Crawford
said. “Playing for Joe, it’s a little
bit different. You take a lot of life
lessons. He’s a mentor.”

Paterno had been highly influ-
ential on the man who has tem-
porarily replaced him, Tom
Bradley.

The Lions’ interim head coach
said he spoke with Paterno on 

See PATERNO, Page 11.
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Cornerback Chaz Powell (2) tears up in the aftermath of Penn State’s 17-14 loss against Nebraska on Saturday at Beaver Stadium.

Day marked by healing process

Venkatesh Krishnan/Collegian

Stephen Obeng-Agyapong (7) gives his teammates a pep talk Saturday.

Bradley era begins for Penn State

Venkatesh Krishnan/Collegian

Interim head coach Tom Bradley shakes hands with fans on Saturday.

By Joe McIntyre
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

As Tom Bradley stood in the
tunnel of Beaver Stadium, waiting
to take the field for the first time as
the head coach of the Nittany
Lions, he faced his head forward
and took a long breath.

He pulled his hat down on his
head and began the walk out
toward the field.

It’s a walk he’s done so many
times, but never like this. Never
with the title of head coach in front
of his name. Never with the
thought that he’d be replacing Joe
Paterno this way.

He could have pretended to be
some kind of coach he wasn’t, but
he didn’t.

Before Saturday’s game began,
Bradley was shaking hands with
fans along the Beaver Stadium
railing. He was smiling and joking.
He was his usual, animated self on
the sidelines during the Lions’ 17-
14 loss to Nebraska.

He was being Tom Bradley, and
that’s what got him this head
coaching position with the Lions

(8-2, 5-1 Big Ten) in the first place.
“He told us he was in an awk-

ward situation, he was in a tough
spot,” fifth-year senior safety
Drew Astorino said. “I do, and I
know everybody else, have only
unbelievable confidence in coach
Bradley. I know he’s going to be a
great head coach if it’s here or
somewhere else. I told him today,
every single person in blue has
your back. And we’re not going to
miss a beat. So I trust him just as
much as I trust anybody.”

For the first time since 1966,
there was a name other than Joe
Paterno atop the game notes of a
Lions press packet. And also for
the first time since 1966, the
record of a Penn State coach read
“0-0, First Year.”

Still, Saturday was not about
Bradley. It wasn’t about Paterno.
It wasn’t about Jerry Sandusky,
Tim Curley, Gary Schultz or
Graham Spanier.

It was about football and the
previously 8-1 team on the field. It
was a break from the harsh reality
that Penn State has much work 

See BRADLEY, Page 11.

Lions’ comeback bid falls short

FOOTBALL

S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N



By Joe McIntyre
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Not only did Penn State lose its
head coach this past week, but
the team was also without 
its offensive leader on the side-
lines.

With wide receivers coach Mike
McQueary on administrative
leave, away from Beaver Stadium
because of threats he received,
the Nittany Lions were forced to
make even more changes on the
sidelines.

Quarterbacks coach Jay
Paterno, who usually spends
games in the press box calling
plays, was on the sidelines in
place of McQueary. And because
of McQueary’s absence, it took
some time for the Lions’ offense
to find its stride.

It wasn’t until the third quarter
that the Lions scored their first
points. 

But after going down by 17, it
was too little too late as they
dropped their first conference
game of the season to Nebraska,
17-14, on Saturday in front of
107,903 fans in Beaver Stadium.

“We had a little bit of confusion
early on offense, which wasn’t due
to anything other than Mike
McQueary usually does a lot of
the signaling and substitution of
wideouts,” interim head coach
Tom Bradley said. 

“There was a little gap in the
transformation from upstairs to
downstairs [for Paterno].

Though they knew McQueary
wasn’t going to be with them, the
Lions (8-2, 5-1 Big Ten) even
attempted to call the wide

receivers coach in the locker
room before the game to see what
he had to say to the team.

“Tom [Bradley] called him in
the locker room before the
game,” Paterno said. 

“The cell phone service was a
little spotty, so we lost him.”

It isn’t simply the substitution
of wide receivers and offensive
play calling that McQueary 
takes care of on the sidelines,
though.

“When [McQueary] was here
he didn’t get enough credit for
what he did,” wide receiver Derek
Moye said. 

“He kept it very organized on
the sidelines, sending people in,
sending people out, calling plays.
At the beginning we were in a lit-
tle bit of a cluster, didn’t really
know what was going on and it
showed a little bit.”

Offensive lineman Quinn
Barham said it was difficult with-
out McQueary because the team
is so accustomed to his personali-
ty on the sidelines.

“He gets in your face and com-
mands your attention,” Barham
said. 

“And not having him there was
different. It was tough for us. But
we still had to keep moving.”

But as the game progressed,
the Lions improved on offense. 

They scored two fourth-quarter
touchdowns and with 0:49 left in
the game, had the ball with a
chance to tie the score with a field
goal or go ahead with a touch-
down.

The drive came up short, and
the Lions were left to wonder
what would have been had they
not sputtered on offense early in
the game because of McQueary’s
absence.

“It was different not having
[McQueary] down there, but
we’ve got to get used to it and still
play,” Barham said. 

“I think they called the right
calls at times and left it up to us to
play, and we failed at that.”

To email reporter: jrm5401@psu.edu

By Steven Petrella 
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

With everything that has tran-
spired during the last week, Tom
Bradley insisted this team was
still his seniors’ team. Saturday
was a day to honor them, in fact. It
was senior day.

And one of those seniors, on the
field and from a leadership stand-
point, made his biggest impact of
the season. Senior Stephfon
Green ran for 71 yards and two
touchdowns on 17 carries in Penn
State’s 17-14 loss to Nebraska
Saturday. 

Sophomore Silas Redd found
himself dealing with a shoulder
injury for most of the afternoon,
giving Green a chance to step up.

“My number was called and I
just made sure I didn’t disappoint.
A lot of people say they’re proud of
me, and for the first time, I’m
gonna say I’m proud of myself,”
Green said. “I overcame a lot, and
I’m here sitting in this seat today.”

Green was suspended earlier in
the season for an undisclosed rea-
son then cited for furnishing alco-
hol to minors in late September.

Green said it was difficult 
for him to watch the first month 
of the season from the sidelines,
but he’s thankful he got the 
opportunity to come back 
and make an impact for at 

least part of his senior season.
“It went from one screen pass to

a carry to a touchdown to here,
there to two touchdowns,” Green
said. “It’s all because of this senior
class, who went to coach
Paterno’s house and vouched for
me.  And Coach Paterno for mak-
ing the final decision, the offensive
line for doing what they did today.
I would be nothing without that
senior class, Coach P and the
offensive line.”

Green and Paterno had their
differences during the last five
years. But still, there’s a mutual
respect between the two.

Green said he credits Paterno
for helping him get back on the
field and helping him change for
the better.

“I wouldn’t be here without that
man,” Green said.

Green has been described as a
leader by his teammates all sea-
son. And even when he wasn’t
practicing or playing, Green was
around. And he was still a leader.

“He’s a very vocal, very ener-
getic guy,” tackle Quinn Barham
said. “He’ll get in your face, and
he’ll call you out. And he did that.
He said he was going to take this
team on his back and do whatever
he can to help us win.” 

Defensive tackle Jordan Hill
said Green’s presence around the
team has been a positive all year.

And in the most difficult of
games, Green’s leadership was
needed Saturday more than ever.

“He was still around us all the
time encouraging us,” Hill said.
“He was never to the point where
he was just like, ‘I’m done with
everything,’ he just stayed
through it. And going through all
that adversity paid off for him
today.”

With the injury to Redd — the
sophomore got just 15 carries for
54 yards Saturday after eclipsing
100 yards in each of the Lions’ first
five Big Ten games — Green
became the featured back for a
large part of the second half.

Tackle Chima Okoli said Green
just kept pushing no matter what
the circumstances were or how
much adversity he faced.

“He’s a fighter, and that’s what
fighters do when their back’s
against the wall,” Okoli said. “He
came up calling and everybody’s
real proud of him.”

So in his final game at Beaver
Stadium, Green, a senior and a
leader, showed why he’s looked up
to by his teammates.

“Stephfon’s always been a
leader since he’s been here and
now was a great time to step up
with what’s going on,” Still said. “I
think he did a great job doing it.”

To email reporter: sjp5260@psu.edu
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Stephfon Green (21) scores for Penn State against Nebraska.

Green scores two touchdowns in loss to Cornhuskers

By Mike Still
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

The tears made their way from
the corners of Nate Stupar’s eyes
as the student section applauded
him and his teammates for one
last time.

He’s done it countless times
before, but this time, leaving the
field and entering the tunnel at
Beaver Stadium hit the senior
linebacker hard.

“Knowing it was my last time
walking out of the stadium with all
those fans, those amazing
fans…I’m never going to get that
again,” Stupar said after the No.
12 Nittany Lions’ 17-14 loss to No.
19 Nebraska on Saturday. “I just
got emotional, and I’m just going
to miss it.”

For 16 Penn State players,
Saturday’s game marked the last
time they’d suit up and compete in
Beaver Stadium.

It was an emotional day for all,
as the Penn State community
came together after enduring con-
troversy and criticism.

But for the seniors, the culmina-
tion of playing before more than
100,000 of their biggest fans made
the day all the more memorable.

“It’s emotional, but you just try
and pull your emotions together
and try to focus on the game and
what you have to do,” senior

defensive end Jack Crawford said.
“I’ve been sad. Everybody’s been
crying in the locker room. It’s
tough, but I’ve had my teammates
to lift me up.”

Crawford said after the game it
hit him that he wouldn’t play
another game at home right
before Saturday’s kickoff.

Hundreds of former players

returned to Happy Valley on
Saturday in support of their alma
mater. The lettermen formed a
tunnel for the seniors to run
through before the game, giving

high fives and slapping shoulders
of those Lions celebrating Senior
Day.

After the game, senior co-cap-
tain Quinn Barham said it hadn’t
settled in yet.

“It’ll probably hit me [Saturday]
when I’m just laying in my bed
relaxing,” Barham said. “But it
hasn’t hit me yet. I’m just worried
about finishing the season and try-
ing to be a Big Ten champion.”

While he and his fellow seniors’
Penn State careers aren’t over yet,
Barham said he’s happy with the
legacy this senior class will leave
with the program.

“I think the leadership has been
great this year,” Barham said.
“We’ve all bonded together as
brothers. From off season work-
outs, to preseason camp and now.
We’ll be friends forever, too.”

To email reporter: mas5860@psu.edu
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The Penn State football team’s seniors, including interim head coach Tom Bradley, pose prior to the start of
the game against Nebraska on Saturday at Beaver Stadium.

Jay Paterno shows
ability to move on

In a span of less than 24
hours, Jay Paterno went
from coaching with his

father, to having
just a few more
games to work
with him, to sud-
denly being the
lone Paterno on
the Penn State
staff.

Paterno said
he didn’t sleep
at all this past
Wednesday
night because of a “roller coaster
of emotions,” but there was also
something else on his mind —
he had work to do.

What else could he do but con-
tinue to do his job in a tough situ-
ation after spending years listen-
ing to his father talk about how
to handle adversity?

“That’s the way he’s trained
us,” Jay said of former Penn
State coach Joe Paterno. “You
don’t lose those lessons quickly.”

In the world of college football,
Saturday’s 17-14 loss to No. 19
Nebraska hurt. But in the recent
unfolding of events in Happy
Valley, it was the way people
reacted that told how strong
Penn State will move forward.

Paterno stood strong on the
sidelines, with the focus neces-
sary to be a guiding presence
among the players.

In a postgame interview with
ESPN, Paterno talked about a
letter he gave his father earlier.
With his eyes growing heavy, the
co-offensive coordinator glanced
toward the camera and gave a
simple message before he
walked away in tears.

“Dad, I wish you were here.
We love ya.”

Earlier in the day, the typically
composed quarterbacks coach

showed just what returning to
the field meant to him.

Getting off the bus, he threw
his arms up in the air to provoke
a loud reaction from the crowd.

The action caught the eye of
many who know Paterno to be a
somewhat reserved coach,
prompting a media member
after the game to ask interim
head coach Tom Bradley if he
was concerned Paterno wouldn’t
be able to handle the situation.

As Paterno — who stood in the
corner of the media room out of
view of many of the reporters —
had a small smile creep across
his face, Bradley answered the
question.

“He was in for a very emotion-
al day,” Bradley said. “I thought
he did a great job today, and I
appreciate the way he prepared.”

And while Joe Paterno has
been put in a negative light for
his actions (or lack thereof), his
son tried to reflect the positive
lessons the former coach was
best known for.

Before the game, as he stood
in the tunnel, Paterno noticed
two men — one in a wheelchair
— struggling to get through the
crowd. Paterno walked over and
asked if they needed to get
around the mass of people and
guided them to a less-congested
walkway.

It was a simple gesture, but it
was one that many had come to
expect from a Penn State foot-
ball coach named Paterno.

And as he took the field,
Paterno joined the rest of the
Penn State community in taking
an afternoon to showcase the
positive ways to overcome the
acts that have recently tainted
the school’s image.

Ryan Loy is a senior majoring in jour-
nalism and the Collegian’s football edi-
tor.  His email is rml5138@psu.edu.
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Derek Moye (6) lays out to catch a pass from Matt McGloin

Lions
struggle
early 

“Everybody’s been
crying in the locker
room. It’s tough, but
I’ve had my
teammates to lift me
up.”

Jack Crawford
senior defensive end
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Seniors play final game at home

By Ryan Loy

MY OPINION
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By Joe McIntyre
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

There are 114 players on the 2011 Penn
State roster. But on Saturday, there were far
more Nittany Lions on the Penn State side-
line than just the 
114.

As rallied by former Penn
State wide receiver Rich
Mauti, hundreds of Penn
State lettermen attended the
Lions’ 17-14 loss to 
Nebraska. 

They were there to sup-
port this group of players
who, during the past week,
found out a former Lions’
coach is charged with sexual-
ly assaulting multiple young
boys, following a grand jury investigation.
They were then told their legendary coach
was going to retire, then told he was fired and
gone from the university he’s long been the
face for.

The team needed the support of their fel-
low Lions, Mauti said earlier in the 
week.

And as emotional a game Saturday’s was,
fifth-year senior cornerback Chaz Powell
said the lettermen’s presence was touching.
It showed them that with all the turmoil the
team has had to endure since last Saturday,
there are people in the program who will do
anything to support them.

“It was really special to see all the guys
that came before us. They’re supporting us
100 percent,” Powell said. 

“They’re right there helping us out. We had
a couple guys come in last week and just
talked to us, telling us that ‘We’re going to be
here no matter what.’ ”

All week, the Letterman’s Club has been
calling players, writing letters and telling
them that, 

“You’re part of a family. You guys aren’t
alone,” fifth-year senior safety Drew Astorino
said.

They’re a fraternity of brothers banded
together. 

No matter if a Lion graduated in 1971 or
2011, they’re all in this situation together,
Astorino said.

“It’s just really nice to know that I will
always have, for the rest of my life, a bunch of
guys that will do anything for me,” Astorino
said.

Before Saturday’s game, lettermen had
been coming in and out of the Lasch
Building, reiterating to players the impor-
tance of staying together as a group and
standing behind one another, like former
head coach Joe Paterno always taught 
them.

During the years, lettermen have written
letters to Paterno, describing their apprecia-
tion for all he has done for them as players
and as men. 

But now, with the 84-year-old’s reign over,
it was he who wrote a letter to his 
players.

Spoken through Letterman’s Club presi-
dent Tim Sweeney, Paterno wrote that it
killed him to not be at Saturday’s game. It
definitely hurt.

Paterno said that he would be watching
them, however, and he hopes the team can
continue to move on and use what he taught
and instilled in them to make the group a bet-
ter team.

“When the lettermen read that to us, it was
touching,” fifth-year senior Quinn Barham
said. 

“They were teary eyed, and some of us
were crying, too. Just to hear that from him
and to know that he wasn’t there at the podi-
um. Just not having him there just really,
really hurt us today.”

It was bizarre to have a letter written by
Paterno read to them, Barham 
said.

But it was important for their psyche in
Saturday’s game to know that lettermen that
had played under Paterno, as well as Paterno
himself, were still behind this group — no
matter what.

“When you hear the words, you know Joe
wrote it, he spoke it,” Barham said. 

“And just to not have him there to say it, it
really hurt a lot because you’re so used to
him being there and speaking to us. And just
not having him there, it was 
tough.”

To email reporter: jrm5401@psu.edu

Lettermen offer
support to team

Chloe Elmer/Collegian

Silas Redd (25) tries to elude a tackler against Nebraska on Saturday.

Cornhuskers limit Redd’s
success on the ground

FOOTBALL

By Steven Petrella
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Silas Redd got the call on 4th-and-1
with just under two minutes to play,
Penn State trailing by three and the
game hanging in the balance.

He got stacked up at the line of scrim-
mage and tried to fight forward for those
extra few inches. 

But uncharacteristically of the sopho-
more back, who is known for keeping his
feet moving and rarely moving back-
wards, came up just short.

And as the officials awaited the meas-
urement, Redd knew he came up short.
He jumped up in frustration, knowing he
hadn’t gotten it.

Redd sprained the joint between his
collarbone and his shoulder in the sec-
ond quarter and was forced to miss a lot
of the remaining two and a half quarters.

With Redd far from 100 percent,
Stephfon Green and Brandon Beachum
were called upon to fill in. Green finished
with 17 carries, 71 yards and two touch-
downs while Beachum had 37 yards off
of seven carries. However, it was Redd
who got that call on fourth down with his
team mounting a comeback, but he
came up short.

“I thought we were,” Redd said of a
possible comeback. “Stephfon needed a

breather so I went in and couldn’t get a
first down on those two plays. That hurt
us.”

The sophomore finished the day with
just 53 yards on 15 carries. The sopho-
more had run for at least 100 yards in
each of the Nittany Lions’ (8-2, 5-1 Big
Ten) first five conference games. He led
the Big Ten in rushing in conference
play, as well.

Redd said he was trying to come back
into the game throughout the second
half, but he saw limited action.

“I was trying,” Redd said. “I didn’t
want to let my teammates down.”

Redd ran for 129, 142, 131, 164 and 137
yards against Indiana, Iowa, Purdue,
Northwestern and Illinois to start con-
ference play.

He had been the focal point of the
offense and the one player that could
consistently be productive week in and
week out.

Redd said the offense’s inability had
nothing to do with distractions. It just
came down to execution.

“The effort was there. The effort was
there all week and all game,” Redd said.
“We could have executed a little better. I
don’t want to blame it on anything else
except we didn’t execute well enough.”

To email reporter: sjp5260@psu.edu

Paterno
From Page 9.
Wednesday after the 84-year-old
former coach had announced he
would retire.

While Bradley wanted to speak
with Paterno, he said he already
had a good idea of what Paterno
would say to him.

“I knew the lecture I was going
to get, but I did speak with him,”
Bradley said. “But, it was exactly
what I knew he would say to me.
‘You have a lot do, get to work, take
care of the team.’ ”

Jay Paterno had more recently

spoken with his father, heading
over to his home on McKee street
Saturday morning before the
game.

The younger Paterno handed
his father a letter he had written
for him. In the letter, Jay told Joe
that while the two didn’t always
see eye-to-eye, Jay had learned
countless valuable lessons from
his father.

“I didn’t want to spend a lot of
time over there because it was
gonna be tough for him, it was
gonna be tough for me,” he said.
“So I dropped the letter off, I said,
‘Don’t read it, let me get the hell
out of here first.’ ”

Earlier in the week, Jay had
gone into his father’s closet and
picked out a Penn State jacket Joe
had worn on the sidelines at some
point during his career.

Jay said while wearing the jack-
et around the team on Thursday,
backup quarterback Shane
McGregor asked whether it was
the same jacket Joe had worn in
2001 when Penn State beat Ohio
State to help Joe break Paul ‘Bear’
Bryant’s all-time coaching record.

Jay couldn’t confirm whether it
was the same jacket, he said he
just wanted something to honor
his father.

After the game, Jay became

emotional and shed some tears
while speaking with television
reporters.

“If he saw me break down like I
did, I’m probably going to hear
about it for the rest of my life,” Jay
said.

After the game, Penn State
players were clearly emotionally
drained by the week they’d been
through. Their eyes were red with
fatigue and many sighed as if they
had thought about it too much
already each they were asked
about their former coach.

Head down, his eyes to the table
as he spoke, cornerback Chaz
Powell explained what Paterno

meant to him.
“All this adversity that hap-

pened this week, with Joe getting
fired, hearing about the scandal, it
makes you sit back and think,
‘Why did I come here?’ ” Powell
said. 

“I came here because I believe
in the man that made me into the
man I am today, and that’s Joe
Paterno. And I give him all the
credit. It hurts that he wasn’t here,
this being my last game, but I
know he was watching. I respect
him, and I’ll always give him my
heart.”

To email reporter: mas5860@psu.edu

Loss
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game on administrative leave,
changes were made to the Lions’
offensive procedures.

Jay Paterno was on the side-
lines rather than his usual spot in
the press box, as well. 

“Early on, there was confusion
coming from the top to the bottom,
I believe on just verbiage and
things of that nature,” Bradley
said.

Down by 10 with 39 seconds
remaining in the first half, the
Lions took over at their own 19-
yard line. 

Brandon Beachum had bar-
reled forward for 11 yards on the
first play, and quarterback Matt
McGloin hit Moye for a 12-yard
gain.

The Lions were threatening to
score, but they were forced to go to
the locker room empty-handed
after an offensive facemask penal-
ty dropped them deeper into their
zone.

Clearly frustrated with the lack
of productivity, McGloin spiked the
ball hard into the turf after the
final whistle of the opening half
sounded.

“We weren’t happy with the way
things were going, and it gets frus-
trating out there at times,”

McGloin said. “Usually I’m able to
keep my emotions in check, but I
think everybody wanted it so much
more today than normally and
you’re gonna get frustrated when
things aren’t going your way.”

A 14-yard touchdown scamper
by Nebraska’s Rex Burkhead mid-
way through the third quarter ele-
vated the Lions’ frustration and
deflated the intensity of a sellout
crowd of 107,903.

Penn State answered with an
eight-play, 52-yard scoring drive in
the third quarter, capped off by a
six-yard Stephfon Green touch-
down run. The Lions later cut into
the Huskers’ lead with another
Green touchdown, which came

with 5:42 remaining in the game.
Down by three with 3:52 remain-

ing, the Lions took the field with 89
yards to go.

Just a couple weeks earlier,
McGloin and company marched 80
yards in just more than two min-
utes against Illinois and made the
most of the opportunity at hand. 

Facing a similar situation
Saturday one fan yelled, “You got
this Matt.”

Penn State moved the ball 26
yards, only to stall and face a 4th-
and-1. Beachum had converted in
the same situation on the Lions’
previous drive, and after a dis-
cussing it during a timeout,
Bradley decided to go for it.

Silas Redd took the carry, was
pulled down short of the first down
marker as the Huskers’ defense
slammed the window of opportuni-
ty that Penn State had managed to
crawl through so many times this
season shut.

“I guess the first time as a
coach, you have to make those
fourth down calls, to go for them or
not,” Bradley said. 

“And, well, 1-for-2, that’s good
some places. But not today. I real-
ly hoped we would have gotten
that last one. I think we could have
pulled some magic out there in the
end.”

To email reporter: mas5860@psu.edu

Healing
From Page 9.
more to life than just the game he loves.

And before the game, that was one of those
moments.

“It’s just not about football, this is life. It’s
tragic what happened,” Still said. 

“And we put aside everything that had to
do with football for those few minutes and
just understood what life is all 
about.”

During the past two days, including
Friday’s candlelight vigil on the Old Main
lawn that drew close to 10,000 students, there
have been steps taken in the right direction
to move on from the devastation that has
been brought upon the university in the last
week.

So for interim head coach Tom Bradley,
this game and the things that students and
players did was certainly a step in the right
direction to get the school back on track. 

“I felt today that just maybe the healing
process started to begin,” Bradley said. “Just
to see them all out there in support with the
class they exhibited it, maybe today is the
start of this healing process.” 

To email reporter: sjp5260@psu.edu 

Bradley
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ahead of itself before football
game is just that again — a foot-
ball game.

Bradley, like he always has, took
a back seat to his players. It was
their afternoon.

“I told them after the game,
‘Let’s hang tough,’ ” Bradley said.
“I was proud of them. I told them it
was a privilege to coach them, the

way they behaved this week, the
way they stood up to a lot of differ-
ent emotions and the outside influ-
ences that happened to them.”

Just as Bradley was proud of his
players and how they’ve handled
the recent events, the Lions were
equally as proud of their coach.

Bradley has been waiting for his
chance to take over the Lions for
some time, fifth-year senior Chaz
Powell said.

When things weren’t going so
well for the Lions in the early

2000s, Bradley was there and was
a big reason the team found a way
to fight through, Powell said. He
added that Bradley has handled
taking over head coaching duties
the right way, despite all the pres-
sure that comes with it.

“He’s going to do a great job. I
believe in this team and I believe
everything they tell us,” Powell
said. “We’re going to go out there
and we’re going to compete for
these next two games and go after
that Big Ten Championship.”

Still, without Paterno at the
helm of the Lions, it’s strange,
safety Nick Sukay said.

No one on the team is sure of
Bradley’s future with the Lions.
The coach hasn’t been told any-
thing regarding his future beyond
these next two road games
against Ohio State and 
Wisconsin.

But it isn’t something he’s con-
cerned with. He’s worried about
making sure his team removes
from its mind all of the distrac-

tions that surround it.
And so far, Sukay said, he’s

doing everything the team needs.
“When he talked to us during

halftime he gave us the confidence
we needed to go out there and play
hard,” Sukay said. 

“It was a different dynamic than
we are used to in the locker room
having Bradley give the pep talk,
but it was certainly what we need-
ed.”

To email reporter: jrm5401@psu.edu

“I felt today that just maybe
the healing process started
to begin.”

Tom Bradley
Interim head coach

“When you hear the words,
you know Joe wrote it, he
spoke it.”

Quinn Barham
Offensive lineman

Former players return to the
sideline to stand with members
of the current team in their
game against Nebraska.

Mauti
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By Andrew Robinson
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

It, like so many other things at
Penn State, is tradition.

An hour and a half before kick-
off, three blue buses carrying the
Penn State football team pull up
alongside Beaver Stadium and
drop off the players and coaches.
While the ritual happened again
Saturday, like it does every week,
this time it was different.

“We’re here every game.  It’s
really emotional this time because
it’s the first game we’ve been to
since I’ve graduated in ’70 that
Paterno hasn’t been on the bus or
getting off the bus,” said George
Cardone, Class of 1970. “I think
everybody’s upset with the whole
situation.  With the facts as they
are, everybody has a different
opinion about who’s responsible.
Until it all plays out, I just hope it
doesn’t get bigger, but I have a
feeling that’s what’s going to hap-
pen.”

The players’ arrival always
draws a crowd, but this time the
masses filled both sides of Curtin
Road, from the players’ entrance
down to the intersection of Porter
Road. Before the buses even
appeared, they were there, and
they were loud.

As the groups of fans waited,
one man wearing a stark white
hard hat with the Penn State
stripe down the middle, worked
his way through the crowd and
raised a bullhorn to his mouth.
Marc Stocum of Antes Fort, more
commonly known as “the hard hat
man,” led a series of chants, get-
ting the crowd amped up for the
buses’ arrival.

“The players were as jacked up
for this game as I’ve ever seen,
and I’ve never seen the coaches
react the way they did today,”
Stocum said. “You’re either on one
side or the other, and I thought the
crowd would be and it’s obvious
they’re on the side to move this
program forward, not backward.”

But there was one chant bear-
ing the name of Joe Paterno, the
legendary football coach fired ear-
lier this week that rang louder
than the others. The hard hat man
wasn’t going to leave that one out.

“Not at all, I even paused a little
extra on that one,” Stocum said.

It was evident this day meant
something more to the men step-
ping off those buses. It showed in
the empty seat in the front row of
the first bus, the one left empty as
a sign of respect for the coach who
used to fill it.

It was there in the way quarter-
back Matt McGloin bounded off
that first bus and right to the fans,
slapping every hand that he was
offered on his way into the stadi-
um. The faces of the players told
the story — determined and
focused — this game was their
release from the scandal that had
engulfed their school for the past
week.

Even the coaches weren’t
immune. Tom Bradley, the man
tasked to take Paterno’s place for
the remainder of the season,
stepped off the second bus and
issued a simple thumbs-up to the
crowd as he entered the stadium,
dressed as always in a blue Penn
State hat and a long-sleeved Penn
State shirt.

Then there was Jay Paterno,
Joe’s son and the oft-maligned
quarterbacks coach. Breaking
character, he jumped off the first
bus, whipping a gray jacket, the
same one his father wore when he
won his 324th game in 2001, then
energetically shook several hands
on his way into the stadium.

“Jay gave me a grip, slam-my-
hand-hard five like I’ve never
seen,” Stocum said. “I’ve never
seen that emotion that he had,
that was great to see. I think it’s an
excitable hurt for him, but it’s the
right thing to do, he’s only honor-
ing his father. ”

After Stocum finished his
cheers, and just before the buses
pulled onto Curtin Road, a student
shouted down from the concourse
in Beaver Stadium imploring the
fans in blue to remind the country
what Penn State stands for before
breaking into the “We Are” 
chant.

Cardone wasn’t surprised to see
the reaction, saying Paterno still
has plenty of supporters. While
the former coach wasn’t in the sta-
dium, his players were and the
reception they got was a testa-
ment to his ability to bring them
together.

“Joe’s given his life to this place,
there’s not a question in my mind
that he deserves recognition,”
Stocum said.
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Penn State players disembark from the team bus on Saturday.

By Andrew Robinson
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

The silence in Beaver Stadium
was deafening.

Gathered at the center of the
field was a mas-
sive huddle,
some wearing
red and white,
others wearing
navy blue jerseys, along with
countless more in regular
clothes, all kneeling as one man
spoke in the middle. While prayer
circles at football games are
nothing new, the one that took
place prior to Saturday’s game
between Nebraska and Penn
State at Beaver Stadium meant a
lot more.

“Both teams and I thought it
was the right thing to do,”
Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. “I
thought a show of solidarity was
something that was probably
pretty sorely needed in this situa-
tion that everybody is facing.”

A scandal accusing former
defensive coordinator Jerry
Sandusky of sexually abusing
young boys that cost Joe Paterno
his job has rocked Penn State.

Nebraska running backs coach
Ron Brown, who is heavily
involved with the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, had been
asked earlier in the week if he
would consider doing something
before the teams kicked off
Saturday. After contacting a cam-
pus ministry official at Penn
State, Brown discussed some
possibilities of what would be an
appropriate action.

Both teams’ head coaches,
Pelini and interim Penn State
head coach Tom Bradley,
approved the idea of a pre-game
prayer and Brown was able to
have it happen. The reaction of
the crowd however, was some-
thing he had not seen coming.

“I can’t imagine a stadium of
over 100,000 people becoming
hushed like that,” Brown said. “I
really think that God was in the
stadium. I think He gave favor in
terms of the respectability and
honor. The game was played
classy but the fans, they were
classy too from what I could tell.”

Nebraska quarterback Taylor
Martinez said he was near the
back of the huddle and didn’t
hear much of Brown’s talk, but
the experience gave him chills.
Penn State senior defensive tack-
le Devon Still heard bits of what
Brown said and said it was main-
ly a message of overcoming
adversity.

Saturday morning, Brown dis-
cussed his idea with Penn State
assistant coach Larry Johnson
and Nittany Lions offensive line-
man Quinn Barham said
Johnson informed the team they
would be joining Nebraska for the
prayer.

Brown’s prayer wasn’t so
much a message, but a question
of why. Why this week? Why this
year? Why this Nebraska team
and why this Penn State team?

He told the group that since
Paterno had been at Penn State,
very little had changed regarding
the program, until this week.
While the circumstances were
beyond their control, what those
assembled on the field could con-
trol was their spirit and attitude,
Brown said, and they could
remind the country there were
plenty of children trying to make
sense of life through a football
game.

“I talked to my little daughter
early in the week, she’s 13, and I
said ‘Have you heard about
what’s been happening?’ ” Brown
said. “And she looked at me and

she dropped her head and said,
‘Yeah dad, I have.’ So you can
imagine there’s a lot of little kids
around this country, a lot of
young boys in particular, trying to
figure out what is manhood so I
pray to God, ‘God we will demon-
strate manhood in this stadium
today by the way we play football,
by our competition, by our spirit.’
”

Before the prayer began,
Brown said Bradley was asking
him ‘Where’s Bo?’ because he
wanted to kneel next to Pelini,
and to Brown it represented the
spirit he wanted in the huddle.
He realized it was a big game for
both teams, but that moment was
more important than the game.

Pelini said having Brown lead
the prayer was an obvious choice
and that for him, signing off on it
was a “no-brainer.” Players and
coaches from both teams appre-
ciated the gesture, and several
Penn State players said it was a
first step in the healing process.

“We just decided as captains, I
think the coaches, too, they said
just walk on the field and come
together and say a prayer with
Nebraska just for the victims,”
Barham said. “It was the right
thing to do. And I appreciate it for
the fans just to wear all blue. It
was touching for us as well. It
was tough, it was tough 
today.”
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Teams join in prayer
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Penn State and Nebraska players join for a pregame prayer.

FOOTBALL

Fans show support
for Lions’ arrival

By Andrew Robinson
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER

Bo Pelini did not want to play
Saturday.

As the head coach of the
Nebraska Cornhuskers, Pelini
said he believes his primary job is
to be an educator. With scandal
and controversy swirling in State
College, the fourth-year coach
realized the situation was bigger
than football, but he wasn’t sure
that viewpoint would be shared.

“In the end, I look at my job, as
a football coach, is to educate and
to prepare the kids who come
into the program for the rest of
their life,” Pelini said after No. 19
Nebraska knocked off No. 12
Penn State 17-14. “That’s what
we are, we’re a university sys-
tem, and I thought the situation
that’s going on is bigger than
football, it was bigger than that
game that was just played, it’s
bigger than the young men in the
game who would have missed it
had they called it off.”

After an emotional week in
State College, which saw the fir-
ing of football coach Joe Paterno,
the resignation of University
President Graham Spanier and
violent protests in the streets,
there were questions as to exact-
ly what Nebraska was walking
into at Beaver Stadium. It was a
vital game for the Huskers, who
despite a two-game losing streak
coming in, were still in the hunt
for the Legends Division title.

As national media descended
to State College and images of
students flipping a camera van or
gathering on Paterno’s front
lawn streamed over ESPN and
other TV stations, some
Nebraska players began to won-
der what a packed Beaver
Stadium was going to look like
Saturday afternoon.

“I really didn’t know what to
expect coming in. I thought with
the media and the distractions
we could fall into throughout this
week, it was going to be a differ-
ent kind of game,” Nebraska run-
ning back Rex Burkhead said.
“You could feel it right before the
game, there was something
there and you knew you were
playing a different type of game.
Throughout the week I thought
we did a tremendous job staying
away from those distractions and
focusing on the game.”

Pelini said he had to spend the
week telling his team to drown
out all of the outside distractions
regarding the child sexual abuse
charges placed on former Penn
State defensive coordinator
Jerry Sandusky while also trying
to educate them on the situation.
The Nebraska coach was
adamant in saying it isn’t about
football or the Big Ten
Conference, it is about young
children being harmed and not
losing sight of that.

Without all of the facts, it’s still
unclear exactly who knew what
and where liability lies, the coach
said. He added it is an issue
about right and wrong and socie-
ty, which is why Pelini felt strong-
ly that the game should not have
occurred earlier in the week. He
said any discussions about poten-
tially canceling the game were
above him and his thoughts on
not playing were strictly his own.

“I do what I’m told, and it was
to play, that wasn’t my decision to
make,” Pelini said. “I prepared,
we got our football team ready,
that was the decision that was
made and w e did it and I thought
the way the game was played and
the teams coming together
beforehand, those were all posi-
tives.”

Despite all the negative public-

ity, the 107,903 fans in Beaver
Stadium acted like a usual game-
day crowd and the Nebraska
players felt  treated well.

“We didn’t really know what to
expect, but we weren’t going to
let it faze us either way,”
Nebraska defensive end
Cameron Meredith said. “I
thought the Penn State fans were
real nice and the players were
nice, I have nothing but good
things to say.”

Nebraska running backs coach
Ron Brown told a story about
watching tape of last week’s
Penn State game against Illinois
and challenged his players to
focus on following a single
snowflake in the snowstorm
early in the game. The exercise
was meant to give the players an
idea how to block out all of the
attention around the game and
focus on the task at hand.

In the end, a football game was
played, one team won, the other
left to start picking up the pieces
and try to return to normalcy in a
place where it may never come
again. But above all else, the one
hope is that under all the specta-
cle, the words and images, tack-
les and completions, an impor-
tant lesson won’t be lost.

“There’s a lot of things out
there that people don’t know, a lot
of speculation and things going
on in there that I think it’s not
about the adults, it’s not about
football, it’s not about anything
else,” Pelini said. 

“It’s about education and it’s
about the youth and I think that
gets lost in the whole situation. If
we all come out of this thing,
whatever comes out of it, hopeful-
ly a lot of people learn from it so
nothing like that ever happens
again.”
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Nebraska's Graham Stoddard (38) and Taylor Martinez (3) laugh together while walking off the field at
Beaver Stadium on Saturday.

Huskers offer mixed emotions

“Jay gave me a
slam-my-hand-hard
five like I’ve never
seen.”

Marc Stocum
Penn State fan


