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Conditions of use for the German National Library's data services 
 
The following data is provided free of charge: 

• GKD, PND and SWD authority files and Series O of the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie 
in MARC 21, MARCXML, MAB2 and MABxml formats. 

• Data of the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie and the new publication service in 
DNB_casual format (selection of Dublin-Core elements) 

• Bibliographic data in a semantic web-compatible form (in OWL format) 
• All additional information regarding the bibliographic data, such as tables of contents 

A provision charge will be payable by subscribers wishing to obtain free data from the 
German National Library.  

Fees are charged for the following data: 
• Deutsche Nationalbibliografie data in MARC 21 and MAB2 formats  
• A usage agreement must be concluded to obtain this data.  

 
It is not necessary to conclude explicit usage or licence agreements for the free re-use of the 
data. The published conditions of use apply here, however. 
 
These state that: 

• Data which the German National Library provides free of charge of for a provision fee 
may be duplicated, distributed and made publicly accessible. 

• The data may be added to and processed at will. In return for providing the data free 
of charge, the German National Library reserves the right to obtain any 
enhancements which have been created, and to integrate these into its own data 
collection. 

• A condition for the free downloading and possible further processing and forwarding 
of the data is that any labels of origin, or labelling as data of the German National 
Library are retained in a form specified by the library. 

• The commercial re-use of the data is at variance with the basic principle of 
transmission under the same conditions. This possibility is not completely excluded, 
however; each case must be agreed separately with the German National Library.  

Each of the above conditions may be superseded by individual arrangements with the 
German National Library. A separate agreement is required for this, however. 

No legal responsibility is assumed for the correctness of the data. 
 
Information on the business model of the German National Library can be found at 
http://www.d-nb.de/eng/service/zd/geschaeftsmodell.htm 
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