
5-minute Japanese Class by Hitomi Hirayama

Vol.27

D
e

si
g

n 
: M

a
sa

ko
 B

a
n

        T hey  laughed becaus e y ou us ed the w rong particle w hen y ou 
s poke.  Y ou s a id,  " I ate this  delicious  res taurant. "  Y ou s hould have 
u s ed the  pa r tic le  ' de , '  s a y ing,  " __r e s t a u r a n t  ' de '  (  __a t the  
res taurant). "  It is  genera lly  hard to us e J apanes e particles ,  but I think 
they  are fun!  I think m any  of y ou m ight have a lready  noticed from  m y  
colum n that m y  ex planations  of J apanes e gram m ar are s om ew hat 
different from  thos e of m os t people.  T hat' s  becaus e I' ve been us ing 
"Hitom i G ram m ar,"  the s et of gram m atica l rules  that I have created to 
m ake J apanes e gram m ar m uch eas ier  and m ore enjoy able for  foreign 
s tu dents .  A nd I ' l l  co ntinu e to  u s e  " H ito m i G r a m m a r "  fo r  m y  
ex planations  from  now  on.

Dur ing a  lunch brea k w ith s om e collea gues ,  I  w a s  
r ea ding thr o u gh a  go u r m et m a ga zine  a nd ca m e 

acros s  a  lis ting for  m y  favorite res aurant.  I told m y  
fr iends ,  "kino- kono ois hi

-
 r e s t a u r a n t  o tabem as hita . "  I 

m eant to s ay ,  "Y es terday ,  I had a  delicious  dinner at 
this  res taurant, "  but a ll  of m y  fr iends  looked s hocked!  

O ne of them  as ked m e,  "How  w as  it?  W as  it good? "  
"Y es ,  of cours e,  it w as  good! "  I s a id.  T hey  a ll  s tarted 

laughing and one of them  s a id to m e,  "  S orry ,  P ole-
s an!  W e cannot eat a  res taurant! "  

W ith cooperation from  Y as uhiro K oga
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T he w ord order is  up to y ou!

■

B as ic R ule of S entence S tructure

e.g. ,  I ' l l  s ee m y  fr iends  in Haw aii nex t w eek.     Y ou can s ay ,  either  1),  2) or  3).

T he verb ends .

( in/at) 

ハワイ   で   
H a w a i i   de 

 (w ill  m eet)

会います。
aim as u

(nex t w eek)

来週
ra is hu- 

 (to fr iend)

友達  に 
tom odachi ni 

( I)  

私  は   
w atas hi w a 

来週           ハワイ   で          友達  に         会います。   
ra is hu-     H a w a i i   de      tom odachi ni      a im as u  

友達  に                  来週            ハワイ   で         会います。   
tom odachi ni     ra is hu-      H a w a i i   de      a im as u   

W ord order is  up to y ou!

particle particle particle

M os t im portant 

V erb

1)

2)

3)

J a pa nes e  gr a m m a r  pla ces  les s  em pha s is  o n  w o r d o r der  tha n o ther  
languages .  A lthough it is  up to y ou to decide how  to arrange y our w ords ,  it 
w ill  be m uch eas ier  to com m unicate in J apanes e if y ou s tart each s entence 
w ith the m os t im portant idea ,  then w ork dow n through the les s  im portant 
things  and finis h w ith the verb.  How ever,  each particle m us t s tay  w ith the 
w ord it m odifies

In  genera l ,  J a pa nes e people do not us e " I  (w a ta s hi)"  m uch in  ev ery da y  
s peech.  If y ou us e "w atas hi"  too m uch,  it s tarts  to s ound arrogant.  A void 
us ing it unles s  y ou w ant to em phas ize y ours elf.

小さい
chi

-
s a i  この魚   は   小さい  です。

kono s akana  w a  chi
-
s a i  des u

この魚 は
kono s akana w a  

the ex planation 
of this  fis h

(this  fis h)                                    　　　 (s m all)

(com paring w ith other people)     I  am  not beautiful.

 帰りました
kaerim as hita

木田さん  は  帰りました。
K ida-s an w a kaerim as hita

木田さん は
K ida-s an w a

the ex planation
of him

e.g. ,

e.g. ,

It' s  s tres s ed

■ E x planation (O bjectively )

w a 

BA this  part w ill  be em phas ized 
or  com pared

私     は   きれい じゃない です。
w atas hi w a  kire- janai des u

(com paring w ith other fis h)  T his  fis h is  s m aller .

この魚    は      小さい    です。    
kono s akana w a  chi

-
s a i des u

T his  fis h is  s m all.

M r.  K ida  left.

■ "C om paris on"
・T o pronounce "w a" w ith em phas is .

E x planation,   C om paris onは  particle           (w a) . . . . .  

e.g. ,

e.g. ,

as hita   w a  tom odachi  ni  a im as u
 明日　   は　  友達  に 会います。

as hita   w a  tom odachi  ni  a im as u
　　明日     は　友達  に 会います。

If y ou put "w a" r ight a fter  ' tom orrow , '  it w ill be com pared w ith other day s .

(com paring w ith other day s ) It is  tom orrow  that I' m  going to s ee a  fr iend.

I' m  going to s ee a  fr iend tom orrow .

ex planation of A

m y  m other ' s  m other  gray  hair

このはこにははなははいっていません。
ko no ha  ko ni ha  ha  na  ha  ha  i tte i  m a s e n

ははははちじはんにはしってかいしゃにいきます。
ha ha  ha  ha  chi ji  ha  n ni ha  s hi tte ka  i  s ha  ni i  ki m a s u  

たばこのはいははいざらに。
ta  ba  ko no ha  i ha  ha  i za  ra  ni

ははのははははくはつです。
ha ha  no ha  ha  ha  ha  ku ha  ts u de s u

teeth   gum s           toothbrus h        L et' s  brus h

m y  m other needle  s cis s ors      bought

bee           flow er

tree   leaf        gray

m y  m other    8:30                                             a t  com pany  

cigarette    as h         as htray

はちははなにとまっています。
ha chi ha  ha  na  ni to m a tte i  m a s u

はとはぐきははぶらしでみがきましょう。
ha to ha  gu ki ha  ha  bu ra  s hi de m i ga  ki m a s ho-

this  box                   flow er

ははははりといととはさみをかいました。
ha ha  ha  ha  r i to i  to to ha  s a  m i o ka  i  m a s hi ta

きのはははいいろです。
ki no ha  ha  ha  i i  ro de s u  

Quiz:  
Please identify the particle, 

"は:  wa" in the following 
sentences .

M y  m other runs  to w ork at 8:30 a .m .
母  は  8時半  に  走って  会社  に  行きます。
haha w a hachi-ji  han ni has hitte ka is ha  ni ikim as u

T he leaf is  gray .
木 の 葉 は 灰色 です。
ki no ha  w a haiiro des u

P ut the cigarette as h in an as htray .
タバコ の 灰 は 灰皿に。
tabako no hai w a haizara  ni

M y  m other ' s  m other has  gray  hair .
母の母は白髪です。
haha no haha w a hakuhats u des u

L et' s  brus h our teeth and gum s  w ith a  toothbrus h.
歯 と 歯茎 は 歯ブラシ で 磨きましょう。
ha to haguki w a ha-b r u s h  de m igaki-m as ho-

は ha?

wa?

T here aren' t any  flow ers  in this  box .
この箱には花は入っていません。
kono hako niw a hana w a haitte-im as en

T here' s  a  bee on the flow er.
ハチ は 花 に とまっています。
hachi w a hana ni tom atte-im as u

M y  m other bought a  needle and s cis s ors .
母 は 針 と ハサミ を 買いました。
haha w a hari to has am i o ka im as hita

 (I had this delicious restaurant.) (I had this delicious restaurant.)

T he particle "w a" is  us ed in m any  different w ay s ,  but I' m  going to ex pla in 
tw o m ain w ay s  of us ing the particle for  this  les s on.  T hey  are "E x planation"  
and "C om paris on."

★C aution★   It is  not a  com m on practice to s ay  "w a" directly  a fter  w ords  
tha t r e la te  to  da tes ,  s uch a s  " to m o r r o w , "  " the da y  a fter  to m o r r o w , "  
"S unday ,"   "nex t w eek,"  etc.

w a 
BA

B  is  the ex planation of A .

the deta ils

W hen y ou finis h s ay ing "w a,"  the lis teners  w ill  
think that y ou are going to ex pla in the deta ils  nex t.

L eas t im portant
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