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       I a ls o love J apanes e food and frequent J apanes e res taurants ,  
s o I know  that m os t of them  do not w rite their  prices  in A rabic 
num erals .  T here are tw o ty pes  of num bers  com m only  us ed in 
J apan:  A rabic num erals  (1,  2,  3) and C hines e num erals  (一,  二, 
 三) .  
G enerally ,  C hines e num erals  are us ed w hen num bers  are w ritten 
vertically ,  w hile A rabic num erals  are us ed for horizontal w riting.  
B ut pleas e note that this  is  not a  rule.  For ex am ple,  articles  are 
w ritten vertica lly  in J apanes e new s papers ,  a lthough they  often 
us e A ra bic num era ls .  A nd C hines e num era ls  a re preferred to  
des cr ibe the J a pa nes e ho lida y s ,  ev en i f  
 they  a r e  w r itten 
horizontally .  L et m e s how  y ou s om e m ore ex am ples .

I love J apanes e food,  and I go to J apanes e res taurants  
quite often.  T he only  problem  I have is  that I can' t read 

the prices  on the m enus  w hen the num bers  are w ritten in 
C h in e s e  ch a r a cte r s  (一,  二,  三) ,  in s te a d o f  A r a bic  

num erals .  T o be hones t,  I only  know  一 (one) through 三 
( thr ee) ,  s o  I  o ften o r der  w itho ut kno w ing the pr ice .  I  

a lw ay s  get nervous  w hen I have to pay  m y  bill .  A ls o,  the 
prices  of s us hi vary  from  res taurant to res taurant,  and 

that m akes  m e nervous .  T hat
 is  w hy  I have to go to the 
s am e res taurant w hen I w ant to eat s us hi.  M s . 
 Hiray am a,  

could y ou help m e to read thos e num bers ?

W ith cooperation from  Y as uhiro K oga
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hitots u
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一  二  三  四  五 
六  七  八  九  十  

 T he steps  for writing:

↑

寿司 (s us hi)　  並 . . .     nam i (regular)     2,000円
寿司 (s us hi)　  上 . . .     jo- (better)　　      3,100円
寿司 (s us hi)　  特上 . . . tokujo- (bes t) 　   4,500円
ビール (beer) 　小 . . .     s ho- (s m all)　         500円
ビール (beer) 　中 . . .     chu- (m edium )        650円
ビール (beer)    大 . . .     da i ( large)　          780円
生ビール (draft beer)　　                            960円
日本酒 (s ake)　　　　　                             770円
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e.g. ,  〒151-0063  東京都 渋谷区 7-36- 9
      〒151-0063  T oky o-to S hibuy a-ku 7- 36 - 9
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L et' s  practice ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■

e.g. ,   502            390            689           754          8934          4105

■C hines e num erals  for  addres s es  and 
telephone num bers  on bus ines s  cards ,  etc.
(zip codes  m us t be in A rabic num erals ) 

■C hines e num erals  for  place nam es

■C hines e num erals  for  people' s  nam es

■C hines e num erals  on a  m enu  (y en→ 円…en)

 転     　　転する

 ni    ten   s an    ten  s uru 
tum ble            

T o be changed again and again

人   　　脚

T o cooperate w ith s om eone
els e on a  s ingle tas k

   捨     　　  入

w ith    pleas e ca lculate

鶴 の    　　 声

 ts uru no  hito   koe
crane                     voice  

で 計算して下さい。
de keis an s hitekudas ai

one　　　　tw o           three           four           five

T o round off the 
num bers

ローマは    　  日にして成らず

R o m e  w a ichi nichi ni s hite narazu
　　 day               not built

R om e w as  not built in a  day

 ni  nin  s an  ky aku
pers on           legs

(T hree-legged couple)

 s hi   s ha    go  ny u-

    throw  aw ay     add to / put in

(Four is  dow n,  five is  up)

日坊主

 m ik  ka    bo- zu
　　　 day s   a  boy

(A  m onk w ithout w illpow er)

(T w o rolling,  three rolling)

w ith  w hatever            can' t keep                   

で  何 を しても  長続きしません。
de  nani o s hitem o nagats uzukis him as en

U nable to keep 
one' s  res olution

negotiation           a lw ay s

話し合い    は    いつも
hanas hia i w a its um o

T o be changed
again and again

w ith  difficult tim es      s urv ived

で　厳しい 時期 を 乗り越えました。
de kibis hiijiki o norikoem as hita

T o cooperate w ith each 
other to do the s am e tas k

at las t   w as  m ade in s pite of  pres ident                     go back  

やっと 決まった のに 社長 の　　　　　         　  で やり直し です。
y atto kim atta  noni s hacho- no                                            de y arinaos hi des u

です。   頑張りましょう。
des u    gam barim as ho-

R om e w as  not 
built in a  day

(S ingle cry  of crane)

T o round off the num bers

U nable to keep one' s  
res olution for  a  long tim e

U nable to keep one' s  res olution.（e.g. ,   49.5 →  50)



If y ou can' t keep y our w ord,  y ou can' t accom plis h w hat
y ou have decided to do.

O ur negotiations  w ill  never end.  T hey  are a lw ay s  changing.

W e s urv ived through thos e difficult tim es  by  cooperating 
w ith each other very  clos ely .

E very thing w as  accom plis hed,  but w e have to go back to the 
draw ing board becaus e the pres ident has  the las t w ord.

R em em ber that R om e w as  not built in a  day .  L et' s  keep our chins  up!

A  s ingle authorit-
ative w ord 
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(C hines e num era ls  a re  frequently  us ed for  
the place nam es  in K y oto and for  the nam es  
of tem ples  and s hrines .  e.g. ,  三十三間堂:  s an 
ju- s a n gendo- )  N ote:  T he C hines e num er a l  
"10"  s hould be "十 (ten)" ,  not "O  (zero). "
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T hes e na m es  a re  genera l ly  giv en to  
J a pa n e s e  m e n .  "郎… r o- (m e a n in g 
" lad")" 
 Ichiro- ,  G oro- ,  S aburo-

M any  J apanes e gir ls '  nam es  end w ith 
"子…ko (child)"  Y aeko,  Fum iko,  M inako
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A  s ingle,  authoritative w ord 
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5-minute Japanese Class by Hitomi Hirayama
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