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Arabic
numerals
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I love Japanese food, and | go to Japanese restaurants
quite often. The only problem | have is that | can't read
the prices on the menus when the numbers are written in
Chinese characters
numerals. To be honest, | only know — (one) through =
(three), so | often order without knowing the price. |
always get nervous when | have to pay my bill. Also, the
prices of sushi vary from restaurant to restaurant, and
that makes me nervous. Thatis why | have to go to the
same restaurant when | want to eat sushi. Ms. Hirayama,
could you help me to read those numbers?

The steps for writing:
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Chinese Japanese-styled  Chinese-styled
numerals pronunciation pronunciation
- hitotsu ichi
- futatsu ni
= mittsu san
i yottsu shi/yon
i itsutsu go
N muttsu roku
t nanatsu shichi /nana
ZAN yattsu hachi
h kokonotsu kyu / ku
+ t6 ja
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eg., 502 390 689 754 8934 4105
A\ \/ A\ A\ \/ A\
5| & 6 7 8 4
0O 8 5 9 1
2| = 9 4 3 0
4 5

instead of Arabic
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®m m H|also love Japanese food and frequent Japanese restaurants,
so | know that most of them do not write their prices in Arabic
numerals. There are two types of numbers commonly used in
Japan: Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3) and Chinese numerals (—, =, =).
Generally, Chinese numerals are used when numbers are written
vertically, while Arabic numerals are used for horizontal writing.
But please note that this is not a rule. For example, articles are
written vertically in Japanese newspapers, although they often
use Arabic numerals. And Chinese numerals are preferred to
describe the Japanese holidays,
horizontally. Let me show you some more examples.

even if they are written

BChinese numerals for addresses and
telephone numbers on business cards, etc.
(zip codes must be in Arabic numerals)

eg, T151-0063 RIR#B AKX 7-36-9

T151-0063 Tokyo-to Shibuya-ku 7-36-9

[1]s]1] [o]o]s ]3]

] %

5
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6|:|’é

T X

(postcard /envelope)

BChinese numerals for people's names
These names are generally given to

Japanese men. "BEB-- ro
"lad")" Ichiro, Goro, Saburo

1 ichi 5 go 3

B ro BB ro

Many Japanese girls' names end with
"F---ko (child)" Yaeko, Fumiko, Minako

8 ya 2 fu 3
s e 3 mi 7
F ko F ko

BChinese numerals for place names

(Chinese numerals are frequently used for
the place names in Kyoto and for the names
of temples and shrines. e.g., =+=R&: san

ju san gendo) Note: The Chinese numeral

"10" should be "+ (ten)", not "O (zero)."

4 shi 4 yo 6 mui 3 mi
E koku y tsu A ka M ta
A ya M ichi
9 ku 2 futa 4 shi s go
10| |ja N :0 5 man g tan
E tama - to H da
9 ku JIl gawa
JIl gawa
B ori
BChinese numerals on a menu (yen— [M---en)
#7%] (sushi) df ... nami (regular) 2,000M
#7] (sushi) k£ .. jo(better) 3,100
%75 (sushi) 45t ...tokujo (best) 4,500M
. E—JU (beer) /... sho(small) 500M
Imeznlng E—JU (beer) H®H .. chi(medium) 650M
E—JU (beer) K .. dai(large) 780M
4 E—)JU (draft beer) 960
sabu BAE (sake) 770H
BB 1o H & E £ £ % & &
x E I I I 5 @ &
i )Il/ 1% 1% y1% 4% N i1
X # 5, £
4 3 2
7 9 7 6 5 5 1 0
my 7 6 8 5 0 0 0 0
na 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
m A A A A A A H{
F ko
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three

four five

1) A single, authoritative word 4) To cooperate with someone
(Single cry of crane)

BgBo |1 | &

tsuru no hito koe

crane

voice

else on a single task
(Three-legged couple)

2 | A 3| M
ni_nin san kyaku
person legs

2) Rome was not builtin a day 5) Unable to keep one's

O—<I(3| 1

Rome wa ichi nichinis
day

3) To round off the

BICLTHST

hite narazu
not built

numbers

(Four is down, five is up)

& 5

4
shi
throw away

6) To be changed again and again

A

sha go nyu

add to / putin

resolution for a long time
(A monk without willpower)
3 | BHE

mik ka bozu
days a boy

(Two rolling, three rolling)

2| & |3 | &BTD
ni ten san ten suru
tumble

A) Unable to keep one's resolution. (e.g., 49.5 — 50)

To round off the
numbers

THELTFE,
de keisan shitekudasai

‘with

please calculate

B) If you can't keep your word, you can't accomplish what
you have decided to do.

Unable to keep

one's resolution

TMAzLTH REELEHA,

de nani o shitemo nagatsuzukishimasen
with whatever

can't keep

C) Our negotiations will never end. They are always changing.

FLAW (L

hanashiai wa itsumo

\D

negotiation

To be changed
again and again

always

D) We survived through those difficult times by cooperating

with each other

very closely.

To cooperate wi

other to do the same task

th each

with difficult times

T BULVL B ZRVEBXELL,

survived

E) Everything was accomplished, but we have to go back to the
drawing board because the president has the last word.

o,k RESEDICHE D

yatto kimatta noni shachono

at last

A single authorit-
ative word

TPYEL TY,
de yarinaoshi desu

was made in spite of president

go back

F) Remember that Rome was not built in a day. Let's keep our chins up!

Rome was not | C9¥, MRUEL LD,
builtin a day desu gambarimasho
Answers A) 3) B) 5) C) 6) D) 4) E) 1) F) 2)
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