
5-minute Japanese Class by Hitomi Hirayama

      Don' t w orry ,  M r.  P ole!  I ' ve got the num ber!  It 
m us t be 5501-0290.  It' s  eas y  to figure out.  Do y ou 
know  how  I got it?  J apanes e often us e a  m ethod  
c a l l e d  g o r o -a w a s e ,  w h i c h  r e fe r s  to 
 c o m i c a l  
variations  of proverbs  and punning (or  w ord play ) to 
rem em ber certa in things .  M any  bus ines s es  us e goro-
a w a s e techniques  to crea te s om e interes ting tele-
phone num bers —s uch as  com binations  that des cribe 
th e  s e r v ic e s  th e y  pr o v ide —to  h e lp po te n tia l  
cus tom ers  rem em ber the num ber.  

L as t tim e,  y ou s how ed m e how  to read kanji num erals ,  and I have 
rea lized how  com m on they  a re in da ily  l ife .  B ut a lthough C hines e 

num era ls  a re conv enient,  I  ha v e encountered a  new  problem  w ith 
num bers .  It ha ppened w hen I a s ked a  fr iend to  for  the telephone 

num ber of a  recom m ended y akiniku res taurant.  S he gave m e the nam e 
of one and s a id,  "koko w a ichiban oniku ois hii (T he m os t delicious  

m ea t is  s er v ed her e) . "  W hen I  to ld her  a ga in  tha t I  w a nted the 
telephone num ber,  s he s a id s he had jus t given it to m e!  W e are going 

to the
 res taurant nex t w eek,  but I w on' t be able to find it is  if I  can' t 
ca ll them  for  directions !  W hat s hould I do?
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(L it.  It' s  a lw ay s  afternoon to thank y ou for  y our bus ines s . )

(E ars  day )                       (M eat day )                         (C av ity  day )                     (S traw berry  day )
『m i m i 』no hi

(after  noon)       (a lw ay s )    (thank y ou for  w orking)

0  (zero,  re- ,  m aru,  o,  w a)
1  ( ichi,  i ,  hitots u,  hi )
2  (ni,  futats u,  fu)
3  (s an,  s a ,  m itts u,  m i)

go    go    w a  i(ts um o)     go    ku    ro-    s an

L et' s  try  goro-aw as e!

4  (s hi,  y otts u,  y on,  y o)
5  (go,  ko,  its uts u,  its u)
6  (roku,  ro,  m utts u,  m u)
7  (s hichi,  nana,  nanats u,  na)

  8  (hachi,  ha ,  y atts u,  y a)
  9  (ky u-,  ku,  gu,  kokonots u,  ko)
10  ( ju- ,  ju,  to- ,  to)

ni     ko     ni     ko                 ha      na     w a   s a (kura)s hi    go     to      o             s hi(ns e)  ts u   na     m i(nas an)
 (s m iling)                        (flow er)(cherry  blos s om s )(w ork)                             (kind)                 (every body )    

(L it.   A  s m iling flow er is  a  cherry  blos s om .)(L it.  It' s  a  job for  every one w ho is  kind. )

 月　       日 

『niku』 no hi 『m us hiba』 no hi 『ichigo』 no hi

『fum i』no hi 『y akiniku』 no hi 『fugu』 no hi 『gom izero』 no hi

(L etter  day )                     (S teak day )                         (B low fis h day )                (N o tras h day )

 1.   3月3日    2.   2月9日     3.   6月4日    4.   1月5日     5.   2月3日     6.    8月29日    7.   2月9日     8.  5月30日  

P ronunciation (In addition to thes e pronunciations ,  
s im ilar  s ounds  can be us ed in ex ceptional cas es . )

"M oving s erv ice"

"Flow er s hop""T em porary  pers onnel s erv ice"

goro aw as e is  a ls o us ed for  dates .  (m onth:  月 / day :  日)

(L it.  T he bes t and m os t delicious  m eat is  s erved here. )

  (here)              (N o.1)              (m eat)           (delicious )  
ko    ko    w a   i (chiban)     o      ni    ku    o (is hi

-
)

"K orean s teak hous e"

 月　       日  月　       日  月　       日 

 月　       日  月　       日  月　       日  月　       日 
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10               100            1,000       10,000         100                tr il l ion          y en 

ju-　    hy aku      s en       m an        oku         cho-　      en

1.  十　  2.  千　  3.  七百  　4.  五十万 　5.  四千万

10     

   en

700      

十  百  千  万  億  兆   円
500,000        40 m illion    
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円

¥400 m illion ¥19,000

1   

m an

円

9  

s en

nana

hy aku

m an

人

人

7 m illion 
people
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nin

150 m illion 
people  

M oney :   O ld kanji num erals ,  s uch as  壱(one) 弐(tw o) 
参( thr ee)  a nd 萬(10, 000) ,  a r e  us ed in  f ina nce to da y .  
T hes e characters  are 
 com m only  us ed on bills ,  m oney  
orders  and s o on.  W e w ill  not dis cus s  thes e in deta il 
s ince they  are not com m only  us ed in daily  life.

N ew s papers :  A rticles  in J apanes e new s papers  are w ritten 
vertica lly ,  but A rabic num erals  are com m only  us ed.
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 only      w atching
t e l e v i (s i o n ) bakari m iteim as u

alw ay s ;  us ed w ith 
negative feelings

時中

  s hi    roku  ji  chu-

o' clock  w ithin

Day  and night / a lw ay s
(us ed cr itica lly )

   苦          　　苦

 s hi    ku      hak     ku
agony agony

m iddle

T o s truggle w ith / 
to have difficult tim e doing

か    　　か

 ichi   ka   bachi  ka
  or                     

T o take a  chance / s ink or  s w im

中

juc    chu-      hak     ku

M os t likely  / T en to one

      転      　　   起
 nana  korobi   y a     oki

tum ble          get up

T o get back on one' s  feet 

しています。
s hiteim as u

s truggle w ith

悩んでないで           　　　　　　　  やってみたらどうですか。
nay ande naide                                    y attem itara  do- des u ka

take one' s  chances

そんなに ガッカリしないで　   　　　　　　　　　      です よ。
s onnani gakkari s hinaide                                          des u y o

U ps  and dow ns  
of life / never give up

m anager    one' s  s on                                           got a  job           it s eem s

部長 の 息子さん は                          で 就職したらしい です よ。
bucho- no m us uko-s an w a                                      de  s hu- s hokus hita   ras hi

-
 des u y o

thanks  to  
fam ily  connections

無理でしょう。
m uri des ho-

m os t likely ;  in 
nine cas es  out of ten

テレビばかり 見ています。

m y  daughter
m us um e w a
娘 は

new

新しいコンピューターに
ataras hi

-
 c o m p u t e r  ni

(親の)           　　光 （り）
(oy a  no)  nana   hikari 

(E ight or  nine out of 10)

(Fa lling s even tim es ,  but 

s tanding up eight tim es )

(O ne or  eight)

(Four agonies ,  eight groans )

(During four tim es  s ix  hours )

(4×6=24 hours )
(S even beam s  of parents )

parents               l ight  

M y  daughter  w atches  nothing but T V .

I' m  s truggling w ith the new  com puter .



S top w orry ing about it!  W hy  not take a  chance and do it?

Don' t feel s o bad!  Y ou m ay  have fa ilures  in life,  but 
y ou can get back on y our feet.

I heard that the genera l m anager ' s  s on landed a  good full-
tim e job through his  father ' s  influence.



M os t likely ,  it is  im pos s ible.

s top w orry ing                                           w hy  not try  to do

like that   don' t be dis appointed                                         I ' l l  tell  y ou

im pos s ible
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