DAILY YOMIURT ON-LINE (?@ (?@ QD@OD“@

5-minute Japanese Class by Hitomi Hirayama

(Heart Opener) Vol. 3 5

I have studied Japanese for 2/, years, but my Japanese is still awful. m m =l have never seen you so sad, Mr. Pole! But have
I want to speak fluent Japanese by using the grammar that | have
studied, but for some reason my phrases in Japanese are not as
smooth as those of native speakers. Furthermore, | can't make good
use of transitional expressions and it sounds so awkward! | have
studied some phrases in certain situations at school, but | have not
had the opportunity to use them in daily life! When | started to learn
Japanese, | enjoyed saying, "ohayo" (Good morning!), "arigato"
(Thank you), and so on. But lately, studying Japanese is getting
harder and harder for me, and | don't see any progress. | am stressed
out because of that, and | am depressed. Oh, boy.

courage! You are not the only one having trouble like
this. Anybody who is studying Japanese experiences
this type of frustration. Some are downhearted because
they can't communicate with Japanese people however
hard they study the language. Others are depressed
because Japanese people respond to them in English
even though they speak fluent Japanese. It's the same
for most students. "Don't worry! (daijobu)," Mr. Pole! |
have a good idea to cheer you up. "You can count on
me! (makasete-kudasai!)."
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These icebreakers are helpful and useful even for beginners, although

the grammar of these expressions is at an advanced level. Since Icebreaker (Hearf Opener)

beginners still have a hard time expressing their thoughts in Japanese,

it is better for them to memorize shorter sentences. Memorizing these 1.1see. 5 TT H, 11.What's going ESRVET H.
icebreakers and using them here and there will make your conver- so desu ka \ to happen? do narimasu ka
sations much smoother, and you will be able to have heart-to-heart how will become

communication with Japanese people.

2.1sthatso? &5 TY %, / 12.What's going EI3B-oTVWBATT b,
so desu ka on? do natteirun desu ka
On a platform. how s doing

Mr. Koga: Our train is leaving in five minutes. | hope Miss Yamada doesn't

miss it! 3.Thatsounds HEHZ> TY. 13.1t's too bad. 23 '(*“j('jo
Mr.Pole: 56 da to i desu ne. (I hope so too.) interesting.  omoshiro-so desu {(ir;nb%r& esu

interesting(omoshiroi) seem

Sentence + final particle 4.Whatdoyou &> BuEd .,  14.lcan'tremember. BO\HEXHA.

omoidasemasen

think? 0 i i
do omoimasu ka to remember...omoidasu

how do you think ~?

If final particles are added after the ice-

?éi::ﬁge they can change the nuance of the /(a 5. 1 hope so. £5£& 0w T, 15.1thinkso. %5 BOET,

' s6 da toi desu ig otmhionlkmasu

E E.“”."“"“"“"“"“: eq. |s it delicious? S0 good for me

: quesnon BLLWTY B 6.1hopenot. 23 Lpmhé hin Ty, 16.1t's up to HESA RE TY.

: » oishi desu kaA g | hope it's not so janaitoi desu Mr. Koga Koga-san shid?i desu

- - up to ~

: word + ka question J/O E true. so not good for me

: : 7/.Yes,solheard. 5 5 LW TY. 17.1t's a problem. [ TY,

: so rashi desu mr%?)fjean: desu

: :llllllllllllllllllllllllll: E-g-, It is deliCiOuS_ E SO Iheard p

I - giving (new) information : sV LY T -

i rirrrrrrrraaeeeaaas iﬁ:hi-bdkesfj;L : 8.Noproblem. FiEi TT, 18.Do you7havea 5&o& KBELNTT D,
: y - It's no problem. mondai nai desu minute? / chotto yoroshi desu ka

: & A - problem no May | talk to you a little May I ~?

: word + yo assertion for a minute?
e, e D 9.Whatswiong?/ £5 ULz, 19.Sorry tobelate. BIHST FHhEHA,
L L onfirmation /agreement - e.g. Delicious, isn't it ? | think so. : What's the matter? dg shimashita ka c;)sc_;kunlattte sumll‘masen

> I softens the statement : BELWLWTYT R, €5TY R, what  dI§ eing fate msorty
: [N NN NN NN NN NN | Oishidesune 56 desu ne : .

: f A = 10.Long time no see. A LIRY TT, 20.sorry to keep BBEELT THEEA,
- word + pe confirmation agreement - It's beenalong  ohisashiburi desu you waiting. omataseshite sumimasen

Fe h e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e R e e R R R e time. keep you waiting

&
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A) Friend:  Oh, gee...l didn't know thatit's closed on Wednesdays.
Pole-san: |That's too bad, || isn'tit?
B) kogasan: Do you want to go for a drink sometime soon?
Pole-san: | It is up to Mr. Koga, |[as far as I'm concerned.
C) Friend:  How are you ?
BRLE TT .
san: |1t i "tit?
Pole-san: |It's been a long time,||hasn't it? ogenki desu ka
How are you ?
D) Friend: | heard that Miss Yamada is getting married.
polesan: | Yes, | heard so,|| too?
E) friena:  Well...I guess this is the new uniform, isn't it?
pole-san: | S0, what do you think ?
F) Friend: 1 guess Mr. Pole is late, isn't he?
(20 minutes after the appointed time)
Pole-san: [ |'m sorry to be late.
G) Friend: | heard thata new president is short-tempered.
Pole-san: | | hope it's not true,|| don't you?
H) friena:  We are having a Halloween party at the embassy next week.
polesan: | That sounds interesting,|| doesn't it?
[) Friend:  The company is slow at paying salaries
into employees' accounts, isn't it?
Pole-san : It's a problem, isn'tit?
J) Friend:  Hello, may | speak to Mr. Pole?
(1 minute later)
S ﬁ_)bv-g_o
Pole-san: | Sorry to keep you waiting. desu
This is Mr. Pole.
Answers

A) 13. ne B)1e.yo C) 1o.

F) 19. G)6. ne H) 3.

ne D) 7. ne E) 4 ka

ne ) 17. ne J) 20.
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