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asked me)." Did he say "mizu-kusai" (stinky water)? How bad is that

smell? Did he also say "mizu-irazu" (no need of water)? What did he
mean by "no need of water"? The water in Kydshid was not stinky, but
delicious, and | had a lot of water during my trip. When | went to a coffee
shop in Kyushu, a waitress brought us glasses of water even though we
did not order them. Oh, boy! | have no idea what Mr. Koga told me.

(river)

1) To be standoffish/

2)

3)

4)

to be reserved

KRN

mizu-kusai
(water) (smell)

(Lit. stinky water)

To be alone with one's
family, without outsiders

KALT

mizu-irazu
(water)(not coming in)

(Lit. no water coming in)

To be like oil and water

7k &

mizu to abura
(water)(and)(oil)

(Lit. water and oil)
To forgive and forget

KICHET

mizu ni nagasu
(water) (let flow)

(Lit. flushing it with water)

5)

6)

7)

8)

mizu

That was only a drop
in the bucket.

BT ATk

yake ishi ni mizu
(burn)(stone) (water)
(Lit. water on a hot stone)

To come to nothing

kDia
mizu no awa
(water)(bubbles)

(Lit. bubbles of water)

To find one's element

KEREA

mizu o eta sakana
(water) (get) (fish)

(Lit. fish returned to water)

A bolt from the blue (sounds negative)
BEITK

ne mimi ni mizu
(sleeping)(ears)(water)

(Lit. water into the ear
of a sleeping person)

mEm Please enter the appropriate idiom in the following squares.
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Last month, | took my parents to Kytdshua for a family trip. The onsen (hot
spring) was relaxing, nature was awesome and the food was very
delicious! Mr. Koga, who is one of my friends, is from Fukuoka, and |
told him how much | enjoyed my trip. He said, "s6 desu ka, (I see).
oyako 'mizu-irazu’ deshita ne (| guess there was 'mizu-irazu’ [no need
of water?] for your family). demo, Pole-san 'mizu-kusai' desu ne (But,
Mr. Pole, that's 'mizu-kusai’ [stinky water?]). Kydshi nara iro-iro sho
kai shitakatta desu (I could have told you a lot about Kydsha if you had
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What Mr. Koga meant is, "I guess you were
happy to spend time only with your parents. But,
Mr. Pole, you are standoffish! | could've told you all
about good spots in Kyushu if you had told me that
you were going there." In the Japanese language,
there are many idioms that have water in them.
For example, "mizu-shoébai," which literally means
"water business." Can you imagine what kind of
occupation that is? It's not the business of selling
water! "mizu-shobai" (chancy trade) are the kinds
of business that depend on being popular with
customers, like bars, restaurants and nightclubs. Let
me show you more expressions that use the word
"mizu" (water).

A) | was on diet, and doing great! But | gained the weight that | had lost.

HROTIAIy bLEDIC. T<SICR2 B D7,
gambatte diet shita noni suguni modotchatta

B)

C)

D)

E)

F)

Oh, well, all your efforts came to nothing.

2T
subete ga

To come to nothing

1,

dane

You have been standoffish. You could have asked me without hesitation.

To be standoffish /
to be reserved

Bh~., BELEVWTE >T<NNELhoZDIC!
na enryo shinaide itte-kurereba yokatta noni

There is nothing we can do because of the deficit. It's only a drop in the bucket.

FFEDTNS SR> TH

akaji nanode ikura gambattemo

—C‘j_o

desu

That was only a drop
in the bucket.

Those two people are like oil and water. They always disagree with each other.

HDZANIZ

ano futari wa

To be like an oil and water

..... WOBBRBENERA.

.. itsumo iken ga aimasen

Oh, really? That's a bolt from the blue. I've never heard of it!

Z2 VKR BF?
e ! honto ?

A bolt from the blue

TABERNTHRNEK!
sonnakoto kiitenai yo

Oh, what a relief! He told me that he would forgive us and forget about it.

bHRERM-= | SEIDE(T

a yokatta! konkai no koto wa

EE>TKNhELE,

to itte-kuremashita

To forgive and forget

We should be careful next time!

MpoRZEDIFET,

korekara ki o tsukemasu

R

L\

water

7K

mizu;

suil; zul

The kanji below (A-L) make specific words when
combined with 7k mizu (water). Make words that
mean 1) to 12) by combining 7k with one of the kanji

below.

A) nose

=
=]

D) defend; prevent

BA

G) warm; temperature H) middle; inside

N =
A

J) insect

==
=L

1) In the water

4) Seawater

7) Perfume/fragrance

B) fragrance

&

E) sea

N fon
N

/

M

K) tune; moderate

i

2) Waterproof
5) Light-blue

10) Water temperature 11) Flood

® o (D« KkKE *ﬁﬁ
mizutamamoyo
polka dot

C) rain

3

I) color

&

L) flood
N

~
/7

3) Runny nose
6) Athlete's foot

8) Saving water 9)Public water

12) Rainwater

Answers

A) 6) B) 1) C)5 D)3 E)8 F) 4

Answers

nw KA

sui cha

a6 ;BIK

kai sui
78 FHFIK
ko sui

10) 6) 71K &

sui on

Bh 7k

KeE

mizu iro

&0 7k

ses sui

A ok

ko zui

5) 1)

8) K)

1) L)

3) A)

6) J)

9) F)

12) C)

2 7k

hana mizu

Kk #=

mizu mushi

7k 8

sui do

[S5P)

ama mizu
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