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Introduction
For someone with naval connections one of the more frequent questions asked 
by members of the public is, ‘what does the Navy do?’ While the maintenance 
of its capability to fight and win at sea must remain its number one priority, the 
Royal Australian Navy (RAN) is not simply a wartime service. Rather, it is an 
organisation dedicated to serving Australia in the broadest sense of the term. 
Over its more than 100 year existence the Navy’s men and women have fulfilled 
this obligation by preserving and protecting Australian interests all over the world 
and in a wide variety of ways. The tasks undertaken by the RAN fall into a variety 
of categories across what the Australian Defence Force (ADF) today refers to 
as the Spectrum of Operations1, represented at Figure 1. This database aims to 
illustrate the scope of this commitment, and offer some basis for comparative 
analysis, by providing annual details of those maritime operations conducted by 
Australian units between January 1990 and March 2005. 

 

This database is not intended as a comprehensive history of the Australian 
Navy since 1990, but it does seek to provide a better context to individual 
events that might elsewhere be given an unconnected chronological listing. To 
this end, an attempt has been made to include all major maritime operations as 
well as those lesser-known activities which had a definite operational purpose. 
Thus, although the presence of Australian units in foreign ports invariably has 
a diplomatic dimension, only those connected to a specific national event or 
celebration are generally included here. In addition, a summary at the beginning 
of each year endeavours to provide an indication of those ongoing naval tasks 
that would not otherwise rate a separate mention. 

1  Department of Defence, Force 2020, Defence Publishing Service, June 2002, p. 9.

PEACE OPERATIONS OThER ThAN WAR WAR

Emergency relief Limited intervention

Aid to authorities Contributions to coalition operations

Law enforcement Peacekeeping Local conflicts

Evacuation Peacemonitoring Treaty commitments

Sanctions Humanitarium aid Regional wars

Coercive Diplomacy General war

Terrorism National Survival

Figure 1: The Spectrum of ADF Operations.
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There is no ‘official’ list of ADF tasks and operations, so the information in this 
database has been gathered from a variety of sources. These include archival 
files, newspaper and journal accounts, post-operational reports, the Reports 
of Proceedings provided monthly by individual ships, and the annual report to 
Government produced by the Australian Defence Organisation. Although every 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, these sources are of variable quality, 
and, at times, inconsistent. As such, this database should not be regarded as 
either comprehensive or definitive. It is instead better considered as a tool 
to assist in understanding the breadth of RAN operations, and as an aid to 
further research into those operations. As resources permit, the database will 
be expanded to include all Australian maritime operations since 1901, and a 
searchable version will be made available on the Internet.

Where appropriate, readers are invited to provide further information on the 
incidents described and corrections to the data used. Correspondence should 
be addressed to:

Director of Strategic and Historical Studies
Sea Power Centre - Australia 
Department of Defence
CANBERRA ACT 2600
E-mail: navy.history@defence.gov.au
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Explanation of headings
Date

The start and end dates listed have been obtained from a variety of sources 
and, where possible, are accurate to the month, unless it is appropriate to 
link a specific date to an event. Where describing the span of an extended 
operation, the dates given generally refer to the unit’s month of departure from, 
and return to, Australia. Where known, the actual dates of a unit’s service within 
an operational area will be found in the ‘Remarks’ column. In some cases, 
dates in the shaded area at the beginning of each year may refer to the financial 
year and not the calendar year, eg. 2003 contains information from the 2002-
2003 financial year. 

Task

The description of tasks outside the yearly summary is, where one exists, based 
on the military codename allocated to the operation.

Type

The type categories allocated to each operation are based on the ‘Span of 
Maritime Tasks’ described in Australian Maritime Doctrine.2 These categories 
are further discussed below and are not meant to be definitive, as clearly there 
will often be areas of overlap, particularly when units are engaged in a variety of 
simultaneous tasks within the scope of a single operation; hence, the assigned 
categories should be used only as a guide.

Maritime forces/units involved

Ship names are listed in alphabetical order. Ships may be entered more than 
once to show different time periods or operation names. Embarked helicopter 
flights are not normally mentioned separately.

Remarks

The shaded area at the beginning of each year is intended to provide an overview 
of ongoing RAN operations/activities over the course of that year. The Remarks 
column for this section is generally taken from the appropriate annual Defence 
Report or similar publications. 

2  Royal Australian Navy, Australian Maritime Doctrine, Defence Publishing Service, Canberra, 2000.
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Categories of Operations
Maritime forces seek to establish sea control and/or sea denial in order to 
conduct the military task of power projection, and to permit the use of sea lines 
of communication by military, commercial and private shipping. These concepts 
are enabled through the specific characteristics of maritime forces, and applied 
through operations that reflect the range of maritime roles and tasks.

Australian maritime operations can be categorised according to the ‘Triangle of 
Sea Usage’, which in turn illustrates the ‘Span of Maritime Tasks’. The three 
categories in the triangle that characterise the fundamental roles of maritime 
forces are ‘military’, ‘diplomatic’ and ‘constabulary’. The foundation of the 
triangle is deliberately portrayed as the military capability because the ability of 
maritime forces to undertake their constabulary and diplomatic roles depends 
substantially on their ability to carry out their combat roles. The capability to 
do these things is thus largely a by-product of the resources and core skills 
developed for warfighting.

The ‘Span of Maritime Tasks’ originates from the trinity of naval functions 
posited by Ken Booth,3 developed by Eric Grove,4 and adapted to the Australian 
environment in Australian Maritime Doctrine. As a result of the research that 
developed this database,5 the following simplified version of the ‘Triangle of Sea 
Usage’ was developed with two purposes in mind:

• to clarify the interrelationships between maritime roles and tasks, while

• reflecting the tasks actually undertaken during the period 1990-2005.

However, it is important to remember that the diagram is not the doctrine. 
The diagram illustrates relationships, rather than definitively describing them. 
Similarly, the diagram does not describe how any of the roles and tasks assist 
in achieving any of the maritime strategic concepts, such as sea control, or how 
those concepts will be achieved in any given circumstance.

The categorisation of a task as either diplomatic or constabulary depends on 
the international standing of the action. UN sanctioned embargoes are part 
of an internationally agreed order and are not aimed at supporting foreign 
domestic governments. They therefore fall within the constabulary role. 
When the ADF provided support to the United Nations Assistance Mission to 
Rwanda in 1994 (Operation TAMAR) the RAN performed a constabulary role, 
which included providing medical support to the UN force and humanitarian 

3 K. Booth, Navies and Foreign Policy, Croom Helm, London, 1977, p. 16.
4 E. Grove, The Future of Sea Power, United States Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, 1990, pp. 232-6. 
5 Further discussed in Sea Power Centre - Australia, The Role and Tasks of Maritime Forces, Semaphore issue 

13, November 2004.
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assistance to the Rwandan people; however, unilateral operations fall within 
the diplomatic role, because they are defined primarily by national interest. 
Australia’s second strategic objective is to help foster the stability, integrity and 
cohesion of our immediate neighbourhood. The RAN’s involvement in the ADF 
contribution to the Australian-led Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon 
Islands in 2004 (Operation ANODE) was therefore a diplomatic one; helping to 
restore law and order in the Solomon Islands in accordance with Australia’s own 
national interest. 

The interplay of the three categories can be demonstrated in the RAN’s activities 
since 1990 in the Persian Gulf region, pursuant to Australia’s commitment to 
enforce long-standing UN sanctions against Iraq, as well as supporting the ADF 
contribution to the International Coalition against Terror in 2001-2002 (Operation 
SLIPPER). During the 2003 Iraq War the RAN initially had a constabulary role in 
supporting operations as part of the multinational Maritime Interception Force, 
a role that it has undertaken since the initial deployment to the Persian Gulf in 
1990 following the invasion of Kuwait (Operation DAMASK). 

Figure 2: Revised span of maritime tasks
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With the pre-deployment of forces to the Middle East in 2003 (Operation 
BASTILLE), the RAN’s contribution became a coercive diplomatic operation, 
supporting pressure on Iraq to disarm. With the shift to combat operations to 
disarm Iraq in 2003 (Operation FALCONER) as part of the international coalition 
of military forces, the RAN’s role then became military in nature. Following this, 
the RAN has supported Australia’s contribution to stabilisation and recovery 
operations in Iraq in 2003-2005 (Operation CATALYST) - another coercive 
diplomatic operation. This transition between roles is a prime example of how 
the RAN’s contribution depended on its inherent military capability; that is, the 
ability to use force, and the ability to escalate or reduce the use of force as 
necessary for each different operation.
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Definition of Categories
Each entry in the database has been allocated a category of operation as listed 
in Figure 3. 

These categories provide the researcher with a guide to where a particular 
operation fits within the ‘Span of Maritime Tasks’. Each category is briefly 
described below.

I - military
Sea Control

The condition that exists when one has freedom of action to use a maritime 
area for one’s own purposes for a period of time and, if required, deny its use 
to an adversary. To be effective, control must be exercised over the air space 
above the sea, the water column and the seabed below it, and the electro-
magnetic spectrum. To an increasing degree, it also includes consideration of 
space based assets.

I - military 

(a) Combat operations at sea (sea 
control)

(b)  Combat operations from the sea 
(maritime power projection)

II -  Constabulary

(c)  Maintenance of good order

(d)  Enforcement of good order

III - Diplomatic

(e)  Benign

(f)  Coercive

Iv - Other Tasks

Figure 3: Categories of operations
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Maritime Power Projection

The ability to project, sustain and apply effective military force from the sea in 
order to influence events on land. 

II - Constabulary
The use of military forces to uphold a national or international law, in a manner 
in which minimum violence is only used in enforcement as a last resort, and 
there is some evidence of a breach or intent to defy. The level and type of 
violence that is permitted will frequently be specified in the law, mandate or 
regime that is being enforced. Also called policing operations. 

In this database constabulary operations in local waters or on the high seas are 
listed as ‘II(c)’ (Constabulary - Maintenance of Good Order), while constabulary 
operations in foreign waters are listed as ‘III(e)’ (Diplomatic - Benign). UN 
sanctioned embargoes fall under the category of constabulary operations (IId 
- Enforcement of Good Order) because they are not aimed at supporting foreign 
domestic governments.

III - Diplomatic
Naval diplomacy is the use of maritime forces in support of foreign policy. That 
is, the activities of maritime forces that are designed to influence the policies 
and actions of other nation states. One important aim is to develop conditions 
which will allow the successful conduct of coalition operations in the future. 
Benign operations include the use of naval capabilities not directly associated 
with combat. Coercive operations include the use of force, or the threat of force, 
to persuade an opponent to adopt a certain pattern of behaviour, against their 
wishes. Coercive operations may also include the deliberate withdrawal of naval 
visits.

Iv - Other Tasks
Other tasks not mentioned above, such as disaster relief within Australia, 
Australian port visits and memorial ceremonies.



xv

Nominal Complement
Anzac Class frigate (ffh) 165

Anzac (III), Arunta (II), Warramunga (II), Stuart (III), Parramatta (IV), Ballarat (II), 

Toowoomba (II), Perth (III)

Adelaide Class guided missile frigate (ffg) 185

Adelaide (II), Canberra (II), Sydney (IV), Darwin (II), Melbourne (III), Newcastle

River Class frigate 210

Parramatta (III), Stuart (II), Derwent (II), Swan (IV), Torrens (III)

Charles f Adams Class guided missile Destroyer (DDg) 310

Perth (II), Hobart (II), Brisbane (II)

Amphibious Transport (lPA) 220

Kanimbla (II), Manoora (II)

Durance Class Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment (AOR) 220

Success (II)

Auxiliary Oiler (AO) - large 95

Westralia (II)

landing Ship heavy (lSh) 145

Tobruk (II)

helicopter, logistic Support and Training Ship 150

Jervis Bay

Cargo Ship, Roll on - Roll off 20

Jervis Bay (II)

Collins Class Submarine (SSg) 45

Collins, Farncomb, Waller, Dechaineux, Sheean, Rankin

Personnel
The number of personnel serving in a particular unit is seldom static due to: 
postings to and from the units, in-service modifications, and regular changes 
in tasking. The figures below provide only an approximation of the numbers 
normally embarked. Readers wishing to make further use of this information, 
for instance to establish the numbers of personnel who served in a particular 
operation, should do so with caution. 
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Oberon Class Submarine (SSK) 65

Oxley (II), Otway (II), Onslow, Orion, Otama, Ovens

fremantle Class Patrol Boat (fCPB) 25

Fremantle (III), Warrnambool (II), Townsville (III), Wollongong (II), Launceston (III), 

Whyalla (II), Ipswich (II), Cessnock (II), Bendigo (II), Gawler (II), Geraldton (II), Dubbo 

(II), Geelong (II), Gladstone (II), Bunbury (II)

huon Class Coastal minehunters (mhC) 40

Huon (III), Hawkesbury (III), Norman (III), Gascoyne (II), Diamantina (II), Yarra (IV)

hydrographic Survey Ships (AgS) 45

Leeuwin (III), Melville

Paluma Class Survey motor launch (Sml) 15

Paluma (III), Mermaid (II), Shepparton (II), Benalla (II)

Balikpapan Class landing Craft heavy (lCh) 15

Balikpapan, Brunei, Labuan (II), Tarakan (II), Wewak, Betano

805 Squadron 2

SH-2G-A Super Seasprite

816 Squadron 3

S-70B-2 Seahawk  

817 Squadron 4

Mk50A Sea King

723 Squadron 3

AS350BA Squirrel, Bell 206 Kiowa

Two masted Brigantine Sail Training Ship (STS) 10

Young Endeavour
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Abbreviations and Acronyms
ACS Australian Customs Service

ACT Australian Capital Territory 

ADF Australian Defence Force 

AFMA Australian Fisheries Management Authority

AFP Australian Federal Police

AFZ Australian Fisheries Zone

AMZ Australian Migration Zone

CDT Clearance Diving Team

DIMIA Department of Immigration and  
 Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs 

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone

EOD Explosive Ordnance Disposal

FCPB Fremantle Class Patrol Boat

FFV Foreign Fishing Vessel(s)

FPDA Five Power Defence Agreement

FV  Fishing Vessel

HMAS Her Majesty’s Australian Ship

HIMI Heard Island and McDonald Islands

HODSU Hydrographic Office Detached Survey Unit

IADS Integrated Air Defence System

INTERFET International Force in East Timor

LADS  Laser Airborne Depth Sounder

LCH Landing Craft Heavy

MARSAR Maritime Search and Rescue

MCAUST  Maritime Commander Australia

MCMV  Mine Counter-Measures Vessel

MEDEVAC Medical Evacuation

MHC Mine Hunter Coastal

Oberon Class Submarine (SSK) 65

Oxley (II), Otway (II), Onslow, Orion, Otama, Ovens

fremantle Class Patrol Boat (fCPB) 25

Fremantle (III), Warrnambool (II), Townsville (III), Wollongong (II), Launceston (III), 

Whyalla (II), Ipswich (II), Cessnock (II), Bendigo (II), Gawler (II), Geraldton (II), Dubbo 

(II), Geelong (II), Gladstone (II), Bunbury (II)

huon Class Coastal minehunters (mhC) 40

Huon (III), Hawkesbury (III), Norman (III), Gascoyne (II), Diamantina (II), Yarra (IV)

hydrographic Survey Ships (AgS) 45
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Paluma Class Survey motor launch (Sml) 15

Paluma (III), Mermaid (II), Shepparton (II), Benalla (II)

Balikpapan Class landing Craft heavy (lCh) 15
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805 Squadron 2

SH-2G-A Super Seasprite

816 Squadron 3

S-70B-2 Seahawk  

817 Squadron 4

Mk50A Sea King

723 Squadron 3

AS350BA Squirrel, Bell 206 Kiowa

Two masted Brigantine Sail Training Ship (STS) 10

Young Endeavour
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MIF Multinational Interception Force

MNF Multi National Force

MPA Maritime Patrol Aircraft

MSA Minesweeper Auxiliary

MV Motor Vessel

NAS Naval Air Station

NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

NSW New South Wales

NT Northern Territory

NZ New Zealand

PLA-N People’s Liberation Army - Navy

PNG Papua New Guinea

PNGDF Papua New Guinea Defence Force

QLD Queensland

RAAF Royal Australian Air Force

RAMSI Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands

RAN Royal Australian Navy

RAR Royal Australian Regiment

RBN Royal Brunei Navy

RHIB Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat

RMIS Republic of the Marshall Islands Ship

RN Royal Navy

RNZAF Royal New Zealand Air Force

RNZN Royal New Zealand Navy

ROK Republic of Korea

RSN Republic of Singapore Navy

SAR Search and Rescue

SEA South East Asia

SFOR Stabilisation Force
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SIEV  Suspected Illegal Entry Vessel(s) 

SUNC Suspected Unlawful Non-Citizen(s) 

SWP South West Pacific

TG Task Group

TMG Truce Monitoring Group

TNI-AL Tentara Nasional Indonesia - Angkatan Laut  
 (Indonesian Navy)

UN United Nations

UNAMIR United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda

UNITAF Unified Task Force in Somalia

US United States

USN United States Navy

UNSCOM United Nations Special Commission

UNSCR United Nations Security Council Resolution

UNSOM United Nations Operation in Somalia

UNTAC United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia

UNTAET United Nations Transitional Authority East Timor

VE Victory in Europe

VIC Victoria

VP Victory in the Pacific

WWI World War One

WWII World War Two
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