
INARI SAMI

Ida Toivonen
University of Canterbury

LAGB April 2003



Map



Finnish Lapland



Map



Sami flag



SOUNDS



Inari Sami Consonants
Phonetically

D

dz

ts

rl

Nnm

jv

hSsf
gdZdb

ktStp



Inari Sami Consonants
Spelling

d

Z

c

rl

Nnm

jv

hs&sf

gZ&db

kc&tp



Inari Sami Consonants
Phon&Spell

d (D)

Z (dz)

c (ts)

rl

Nnm

jv

hs& (S)sf
gZ& (dZ)db

k c& (tS)tp



Inari Sami Consonants
Full chart

d (D)

Z (dz)

c (ts)

rl

N n@ (˜)nm

jz& (Z)zv

hs& (S)sf
gZ& (dZ)db

?k c& (tS)tp



Inari Sami Vowels

i u

oe

á aä

â



Inari Sami Vowels

i u

oe
(Q)

á aä

â



VOWELS

long and short



• All measurements are PRELIMINARY
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CONSONANTS

short, half-long and long



Three durations

m, n, N, l, r, d, v, h, j



Three durations

mm  m`  m



Length: consonants

82.1756

143.899

203.942

0

50

100

150

200

250

msec
short c 
half-long c
long c



Length: all vowels
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Length: short vowels
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Length: long vowels
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 Consonants after short vowels
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Consonants after long vowels
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Consonants after long and short

vowels
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arve, a'rve

arve vs. a'rve; alme vs. a'lme

long [r] in arve, alme

short [r] in a'rve, a'lme

also: phonetic lengthening of final vowel



Prestopping

before nasals



Preaspiration

before voiceless stops



v

v: onsets
w: codas



MORPHOLOGY



Morphology

• Vowel alternations
• Consonant gradation



Consonant gradation

• Strong grade and weak grade
• 3 and 2
• 2 and 1



Consonant gradation

• mm - m̀
• nn - ǹ
• rr- r`
• tt -t
• bb -b
• zz - z
• vv - v

•  c - s
•  kk - h
•  p - v
•  h - v
•  c‡ - j`
•  t - d



MORPHOLOGY

NOUNS



pälkki ‘wages, pay’

pälkkidpartitive
pälkkinessive

pa'lhijttáápälhittääabessive
pa'lhijgui’mpalhhijncomitative
paalhijnpäälhistlocative
palhhijdpáálkánillative
paalhijdpäälhiaccusative
paalhijpäälhigenitive
päälhihpälkkinominative
pluralsingularcasecase



kietâ ‘hand’

kiettâdpartitive
kiettânessive

kie'dâittáákie'dâttááabessive
kie'dâigui'mkiedáincomitative
kiedâinkiedâstlocative
kiedáidkietânillative
kiedâidkiedâaccusative
kiedâikiedâgenitive
kiedahkietânominative
pluralsingular



anarâs& ‘Inari Sami person’

anarâs&âdpartitive

anarâs&ânessive

anarâs&âittááanarâs&ttááabessive

anarâs&âigui'manarâs&áincomitative

anarâs&âinanarâs&âstlocative

anarâs&s&áidanarâs&ânillative

anarâs&âidanarâs&accusative

anarâs&âianarâs&genitive

anarâs&âhanarâs&nominative
pluralsingular



alge ‘boy’

algedpartitive
algenessive

o'lgijttááa'lgettááabessive
o'lgijgui'molgijncomitative
oolgijnalgeestlocative
olgijdaalganillative
oolgijda'lgeaccusative
oolgija'lgegenitive
a'lgehalgenominative
pluralsingular



case marking -- template

-dpartitive
-nessive

-ttáá-ttááabessive
-gui'm (-gijn)-i(j)ncomitative
-i(j)n-stlocative
-(V)id/-(V)ijd-nillative
-id/-ijdaccusative
-i/-ijgenitive
-hnominative
pluralsingular



Nominative

• subject of finite verbs



Nominative

father
abe

awoke
3sg

wolf
nom

ejittáá.koccáiKumppi

'The wolf awoke without his father.'



Nominative

drive
ger

he/she
acc

saw
1sg

I
nom

vyeijimin.suuoinimMun

'I saw him/her driving.'



Genitive

• prenominal possessors
• in the singular: merged with the accusative
• after numbers 2--6
• after maNgâ, muád'di, kalle



Genitive

leave
ger

vyelgimin
are
1pl

lep
we
nom.pl

mij
that
inf

knows
3sg

friend
nom

girl
gen

ittietáustevNiei'dâ

‘The girl’s friend knows that we are leaving.’



Accusative

• objects



Accusative

cat
acc

kaasi.
uglythat

acc
watch
2.pl

you
nom.pl

vasteestuomkác&c&ávettedTij

‘You are watching that ugly cat.’



Accusative

there
tyebbin.

sit
inf

wolves
acc

saw
1sg

I
nom

cokkááminkuumpijdoinimMun

'I saw the wolves sitting over there.'



Illative

• to, into, onto



Illative

bottle
acc

puttâl
it
ill

put
participle

were
2.sg

you
sg

toospieijimlijjihTun

‘You had put the bottle in it.’



Illative

boys
ill

horses
acc

gave
1.du

we
nom.du

kandáid.hiäppus &ijdadelijnMuoi

‘We gave horses to the boys.’



Illative

pen
acc

pâân`â?
that
acc

gave
2.sg

you
sg

who
sg.ill

tuomadelihtunKiäs

‘Who did you give that pen to?’



Locative

• on, at, in
• from, out of
• expresses possessor:
   someone has something:

someone-LOC is something



Locative

car
loc

sit
3pl

guests
nom

avdost.c&okkájehKyesih

‘The guests are sitting in the car.’



Locative

he
com

suuin.
forest
loc

meecist
come
2.du

Anna
com

you
nom.du

puátivetteeÁnnáinTuoi

‘You and Anna are coming out of the forest
together with him.’



Locative

house
gen.sg

táálu.
many
nom

are
3pl

we
loc.pl

maNgâlaaMist

‘We have many houses.’



Comitative

• with
• pronoun and someone:
  dual-pronoun someone.comitative



Comitative

you
pl.com

speak
3.du

they
nom.du

tiigui'm.sárnuvSuoi

‘They are speaking with you.’



Comitative

s/he
com

suuin.
forest
loc.sg

meeecist
come
2.du

Anna
com

you
nom.du

puátivetteeÁnnáinTuoi

‘You and Anna are coming out of the forest
together with him/her.’



Abessive

• without



Abessive

women
abe

nisonijttáá
backcame

3.du
they
nom.du

maassâdpoodijnSuoi

‘They returned without the women.’



Abessive

woman
abe

nissoonttáá
backcame

3.du
they
nom.du

maassâdpoodijnSuoi

‘They returned without the woman.’



Essive

• used very rarely
• often replaced with illative case
• to believe (jurded) someone/something to be

someone-ESS/something-ESS



Essive

house
ess

táállun
tree
acc

believed
3.pl

they
nom.pl

muorâjurdijSij

‘They thought the tree was a house.’



Partitive

• after numbers 7+
• with comparatives (than someone/something)
• sometimes replaced with accusative



Partitive

smaller
ucceeb

house
part

is
3.sg

tree
nom.sg

táálludliiMuor̀â

‘The tree is smaller than the house.’



Partitive

river
part.sg

juuh `âd.
eightsee

1.sg
I
nom

käävciuáinámMun

‘I see eight rivers.’



PRONOUNS



Pronouns

• personal pronouns: singular, dual, plural
• singular, dual, plural in nine cases (except

possibly partitive)
• other pronouns: singular and dual
• case marking as with nouns (no pl. essive

and partitive)
• non-pronominal nouns: no dual



First person

(mide)(munnud)mudepart
minenmunnunmuneness
miittáámunnuuttáámuuttááabe
miigui'mmunnuinmuuincom
mist, mi'stemunnustmust, mu'steloc
mijjânmunnuimunjinill
miimunnuumuuacc
miimunnuumuugen
mijmuoimunnom
pldusg



Possessive suffixes

• instead of genitive pronoun + noun:
    noun+possessive suffix



Possessive suffixes

• muu alge Æ algam (nom.sg)
• muu a’lge Æ algen (acc.sg)
• muu aalgan Æ algâsân (ill.sg)
• muu o’lgij Æ o’lgijdân (acc.pl)



Possessive suffixes

• 1 person: -m, -n, -ân
• 2 person: -d, -âd
• 3 person: -s, -is



MORPHOLOGY

ADJECTIVES



Adjectives and adverbs

muc‡c‡âdumosávtmuc‡c‡âdumossuperlative

muc‡c‡âdupohtmuc‡c‡âdupcomparative
muc‡c‡âdávtmuc‡c‡âdpositive

adverbadjective



Adjectives and adverbs

huápumosávtkiergâdumossuperlative

huápupehtkiergâdupcomparative
huáppustkiergâdpositive

adverbadjective



Adjectives and adverbs

-mosávt (-musáht)-mossuperlative

-peht/-poht-upcomparative
(-ávt)positive

adverbadjective



Attributive vs. predicative

muc‡c‡edeh, nuorâhmuc&is, nuor `âplural

muc‡c‡âd, nuor̀âmuc‡is, nuoRâsingular

predicativeattributive



Adjectives: plural

loc3.plnom.pl
forestcamewolvesfast

(attributive)meecist.pottiikuumpihKiergâdis

‘The fast wolves came out of the forest.’

pl3.plnom.pl
fastarethey

(predicative)kiergâdeh.lááSij

`They are fast.’



Attributive vs. predicative

muc‡c‡âdumosehmuc‡c‡âdumospl
muc‡c‡âdumosmuc‡c‡âdumossupr sg
muc‡c‡âdupehmuc‡c‡âduppl
muc‡c‡âdupmuc‡c‡âdupcomp sg
muc‡c‡edehmuc‡ispl
muc‡c‡âdmuc‡ispos sg
predicativeattributive



Adjectives: case marking

3.sgnom
beautifulsoundedsong
muc&c&âdân.kulluiLavlâ

‘The song sounded beautiful.’



Adjectives: case marking

old
puárisân.

participle3.sgnom
becomeiss/he
s&oddâmliiSun

‘He has gotten old.’



MORPHOLOGY

VERBS



Verbs

• indicative, potential, conditional and
imperative

• present, past, perfect, and pluperfect
• three persons and three numbers



Not much...

• not much: potential
• not much: first and third person imperative
• not much: passive



Verbs on handout

• present indicative (1) & (11)
• past indicative (2) & (12)
• conditional (3) & (13)
• imperative (4) & (14)



Verbs

• perfect: lede in present tense + participle
• pluperfect: lede in past tense + participle
• (5) & (15) & (8) & (9)



past, present, conditional

-ii
-ijd
-ijn
-áin
-áid
-áin
-ij
-h
-m
conditional

-ii -h3
-id -vetted2
-in -ppl 1
-in -v3
-id -vettee2
-in -ndu 1
-i3
-h -h2
-m -msg 1
past present



past, present, conditional
(some verbs)

-ii
-ijd
-ijn
-áin
-áid
-áin
-ij
-h
-m
conditional

-ii -h3
-ijd -vetted2
-ijn -ppl 1
-(i)ijn -v3
-(i)ijd -vettee2
-(i)ijn -ndu 1
-ij3
-h -h2
-m -msg 1
past present



past, present, conditional
dictionary

-ii
-ijd
-im (-ijn)
-áin
-áid
-áim (-áin)
-ij
-h
-m
conditional

-ii -h3
-id -vetted2
-im (-in) -ppl 1
-in -v3
-id -vettee2
-im (-in) -ndu 1
-i3
-h -h2
-m -msg 1
past present



vahhood  (to doubt)

vohhuu vahoh3
vavvoid vahovetted2
vavvoin vahhooppl 1
vavvooin vahhoov3
vavvooid vahovettee2
vavvooin vahhoondu 1
vav`oivaho3
vooh`uhvav`oh2

vooh`umvav`ohsg 1
past present



NEGATIVE VERBS



‘not go’

““iä3
““epped2
““eppl 1
““iä'vä3
““eppee2
““iändu 1
““ij3
““jie'h2

särnumsáárnujie'msg 1
pastpresentnegation



• Examples (16), (17) & (9)



Cf. South Sami

jiem tiättâm
not  know
1sg partciple.pst

idtjim   daerijeh
not        know
1sg.pst   participle

past
tense

jiem tiede
not   know
1sg participle.prs

im         daerijeh
not        know
1sg.prs   participle

present
tense

Inari SamiSouth Sami



NON-FINITE VERBS



Infinitive

• ending: -d
• Examples (18-24)



Participle

• ending: -m
• Examples (25-29)



Gerundive I

• ending: -ijn (+possessive suffix)
• Examples (30-31)



Gerundive II

• ending: -min
• Examples (32-38)



Gerundive III

• ending: -mist
• Examples (39-41)



‘by means of’

• ending: -máin
• Examples (42-43)



Abessive

• ending: -hánnáá
• Examples (44-45)



Yes-no questions

• question marker: -uv
• cliticizes to first word (phrase)
• normally: verb-uv subject object
• examples (46-48)



wh-questions

• wh-word at the beginning of the sentence



AGREEMENT MARKING



• subject agreement



A ‘well-behaved’ subject

• agrees with the verb
• bears nominative case
• appears in the canonical subject position
• example (49)



Basic agreement facts

• pronouns appear in three persons and three
numbers (50)

• the verb agrees in three persons and three
numbers (51-52)

• non-pronominal nouns, impersonal
pronouns, and adjectives are inflected for
singular and plural (not dual) (53-55)



Partial agreement

• in addition to full agreement, Inari Sami
also has partial agreement

• full and partial agreement for ‘to be’ ( )
• singular: third person singular (lii)
• dual and plural: third person plural (láá)



When full, when partial?

• animacy
• examples (57-58): animate subject
• full agreement
• examples (59-61): inanimate subject
• partial agreement



Problem 1: animals

• human subjects: full agreeement
• inanimate subjects: partial agreement
•  examples (63-64):
• animals: sometimes full, sometimes partial



Problem 2: ?

• Sometimes partial agreement also with
human  subjects (65-66)

• Topicality?
• Specificity or definiteness?
• Influence from Finnish?



Finnish agreement

• Finnish does not have partial agreement
• Finnish has default agreement



Is it really subject agreement?



Subject agreement?

• WORD ORDER?
• ‘normal’ sentences: leftward agreement
• existential and possessive sentences:

rightward agreement



Subject agreement?

• THEMATIC ROLE?
• the agreeing phrase can have all kinds of

semantic functions.
• not necessarily  highest function



Subject agreement?

• CASE MARKING?
• the agreeing phrase normally bears

nominative case



Subject agreement?

• CASE MARKING ON NUMBERS
•  a noun modified by a number does not bear

‘normal’ case marking
• it is possible that the verb then agrees with the

modifying numeral
• if so:  case marking is not a clear marker of

subjecthood
• nom and acc case merged in numerals (?)



Verbal agreement: Summary

• full agreement: humans
• partial agreement: inanimates
• specificity, definiteness and/or topicality is

also relevant
• there is always agreement
• there is no default agreement



Numbers

• a noun modified by a number does not bear
the normal subject/object case marking

• numbers 2-6: genitive singular (68-70)
• numbers 7+: partitive singular (71-73)



Numbers

• numbers 2-6: accusative or genitive?
• compare examples (68-69) to example (70)



Case marking on numbers

• Different from other paradigms?
• numbers: nom & acc merged, gen different
• otherwise: gen & acc merged, nom different



Case marking on numbers

• The case assigned by the numeral overrides
normal subject and object case marking
only

• It does not override lexically assigned case
• It does not override semantic case



ill.sgacc1sgnom

boyfivebooksgaveI
aalgan.viidâkiirjijdadelimMun

‘I gave books to five boys.’



VARIATION

MORPHOLOGY



Variation

• Present tense paradigm
• Second person dual: -vettee
• Second person plural: -vetted

• Dictionary and most informants



-vettee and -vetted

• Speaker A:
    second person dual and plural have merged

into -vettee
• Speaker B:
   second person dual and plural have merged

into -vetted



-vettee and -vetted

lávluvettedlávluvetteelávluvettedPl 2
lávluvettedlávluvetteelávluvetteeDu 2
speaker Bspeaker A



-vettee and -vetted

• Speakers A and B are siblings
• Both speakers distinguish between dual and

plural elsewhere
• Both speakers distinguish between second

person dual and plural in other tenses and
moods



-vettee and -vetted

• Speaker A has not lost the -d sound
elsewhere

• Both speakers recognize that there is
variation, but they do not recognize the
distinction in meaning

• Phonetic salience?
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