How we can be positive in the face of a 25% reduction goal

The Japan Times has sent junior reporters to the 15th Conference
of the Parties under the United Nations’ Climate Change Conven-
tion (COP15) being held in Copenhagen. Prior to the conference,
the reporters interviewed leaders of Japanese NGOs, the govern-
ment and the business community. This is the fifth in a series of

such interviews.

Juniors Report on
Climate Change

Hiroyuki Takahashi, Deputy
Manager, Global Environmental
Strategies Group, Environment
Department, Tepco (Tokyo
Electric Power Co.)

Reporters: Mariko linuma, 13,
Sara Tomizawa, 14, Yuina Misaki,
17, Sachiyo Tatebe, 18.

Q: What was the immediate
response of people in your
company when the Japanese
government announced a 25
percent greenhouse gas
emission reduction target?
A: We thought it would be
tough. For us, even the plan
to cut emissions by 15 per-
cent from the 2005 level
pledged by former Prime
Minister Taro Aso seemed
difficult to achieve. So hon-
estly, we felt the 25 percent
reduction would be a really
challenging target.

We have 10 years to go be-
fore 2020. But 10 years is a
short period for electric
power companies. For ex-
ample, it normally takes
more than 10 years to build
and start operating a new
power plant because the pro-
cess involves selection of a
candidate site, negotiations
with local residents and re-

search on the possible im-
pact on the natural environ-
ment and wild animals.
Power companies have al-
ready been increasing low-
carbon ways of generating
electricity, such as using nu-
clear power and natural gas.
But as a result of this target
by the new administration,
power companies might be
forced to change or cancel
ongoing plans to build new
plants. Although the govern-
ment has set the reduction
goal, it has not shown us how
we can cope with the antici-
pated major changes in so-
ciety — nor who will shoul-
der the cost and how.

Q: Are you opposed to the 25
percent reduction target?

A: We are not totally against
it. We take it as a figure nec-
essary for Japan to show its
leadership in global affairs.
It is a tough goal, but we
should think of it as a posi-
tive move to accelerate the
efforts toward building a
low-carbon society. Howev-
er, we have to realize that
Japan’s greenhouse gas
emissions account for a
mere 3.3 percent of the total
emissions in the world. It
must be understood that
even if Japan should achieve
its 25 percent reduction tar-
get, that alone would not
contribute much to the ef-

forts to stop global warm-
ing, which is a global chal-
lenge.

Since the oil crisis of the
1970s, Japan has produced
energy-efficient products
and exported them to other
countries. Made-in-Japan
products and technologies
have been praised globally
for their high efficiency and
that is an area where Japan
can contribute to the world-
wide efforts to cut green-
house gas emissions. We
have to note that while Japa-
nese companies with such
excellent technologies will
have to incur huge expenses
for their efforts to cut car-
bon dioxide emissions to
achieve the 25 percent re-
duction target, countries
that have not made commit-
ments to cut their emissions
may be able to sell less-effi-
cient products at low prices.
If the 25 percent reduction
target were to be imposed
on Japan in an unfair way,
Japanese companies could
not only lose their interna-
tional competitiveness, but
also could lose the opportu-
nity to contribute to the
global efforts through their
efficient products and tech-
nologies. Therefore, we hope
the Japanese government
will strive to establish a fair
international scheme.

Q: Some people are con-
cerned that they might bear
higher economic burdens in
the future. Does Tepco have
any plans to increase its elec-
tricity rates?

A: If people change their

lifestyle or start using new
technologies, they may have
to pay more. But that will
change people’s life for the
better. If the government or
power companies plan to ask
people to take on additional fi-
nancial burdens, they must
explain why and make them
understand the reasons. In the
long run, we must head for a
low-carbon society and that
will likely involve additional
expenses. This is an issue for
today’s youths — the adults of
the future — to consider. More
people need to pay attention to
and discuss this.

Q: What do you think the future
social environment in Japan
should be?

A: Ideally, I think it is impor-
tant that more people take the
global warming issue serious-
ly and change their mind-set
as well as their way of life.
For instance, people will need
to adopt — voluntarily and in
a sustainable manner — a life-
style where they would be
ready to pay extra for eco-
friendly products. At the same
time, companies ought to real-
ize that they will not be able to
survive unless they contribute
to creating a low-carbon soci-
ety.

We, as an electric power
company, are part of the
cause of global warming, but
we can also provide ways to
solve the problem. We would
like to provide businesses and
households with products and
systems that are safer and
emit less carbon dioxide, such
as electric vehicles or all-elec-
tricity power systems.
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Japan/Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan/
K.K. Kyodo News
Sponsored by SIM-Drive Corporation/Sky
Perfect JSAT Corporation/The Society
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SIM-Drive Corporation

e-mail: contact@ sim-drive.com
http://www.sim-drive.com/

SIM-Drive, by developing and providing environmentally friendly vehicle technology, is committed to
making the world a better place to live for children and families.
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We support COP15 and
children studying English.
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