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Madame PreSIdent Excellenc1es, Dlstmomshed Deleoates, Ladles and Gentleman, R

I address you today at thrs key moment for Myanmar. Slnce its formation on 1 Aprll 2011, the

Government has undertaken a number of reforms resulting in the adoption of rew pohc:les andf'j

legislation and the creation of new national institutions and bodies. Following my recent mission. - - :;‘;;“fj_j . s
to Myanmar in February this year, T am of the view that a positive impact on the’ human rights -

situation has: beern- made:- Nevertheless, it is clear that there are ongoing and serious human rrchts

concerns that remain to be addressed; these cannot be ignored in the rush to reform and to’ move "

forward. And various positive developments should not be based on the mere discretion of the
“authorities, but rather -on a democratic institutional approach that allows transparency,
* predictability and continuity to reforms There is also a real risk of backtrackrncr on the procrressf'- '

“achi e\zed to_date

The report before you therefore highlights key positive developments in the country but also the - -
remaining challenges. It also contains a number of recommendations to address these challenges, -
which I hope and encourage the Government of Myanmar and the 1nternat10nal Commumty to
consrder serrously and to take forward : :

Madame I’_resident5 :

At the ontset I am encouraged that the. Parliament has been active in the legislative reform.
~.process. Of significance are the many legislative reforms that have beén undertaken or are
'_underway ‘The Labour Organizations Law was signed by the President and made effective from'
9 March and the Director-General of the Department of Labour has been appointed as Chief
.. Registration Officer. The Peaceful Demonstration and Gathering Law as well as the amendment
to the Political Party Recrstratron Law were adopted. - A revised Prisons Act, a new media law -
and a new social security law, among others, are currently under preparatlon While I welcome
these developments, I note concerns regarding some of the provisions in these legrslatron and the

'mqnff'ment aﬁpntmn hemo nmd to-ensure ’rhmr effective 1mnlpmpnta’rmn

There is-.also.,a.1acl€‘wof“oll‘ari’tg; and progress on reforming the Taws that 1 have previously. .. =~

identified as not in full compliance with international human rights standards, such as the State -

Protection Act, the Unlawful Association Act, certain sections of the penal code, the Television

‘and Video Law, the Motion Picture Law, the Computer Science and Developmernt Law, and the

_ ‘Printers and Publishers Registration Act. These laws have been systematically applied against -
those opposed to the Government.” I reiterate the need to accelerate: this process and’ 1dent1fy :

clear t1me bound target dates for the cdnclusion of the review. )

Regardless of efforts made to reform 1eg1slat10n I remain’ concerned with the lack of an.
independent, impartial and effective judiciary to uphold the rule of law and ensure checks and
balances on the executive and the legislative. In my . meetmg with- the Supreme Court, I have
noted little acknowledgement of challenges and gaps, and a lack of willingness to address my
prev10us recommendations. I strongly call on the judiciary to take a proactive approach to apply :
laws in a way that would safeguard and guarantee fundamental freedoms and human rights in
line with international human rights standards. In this regard, I urge the judiciary to seek
" technical assistance from the international community, particularly the Office of the Umted ,
‘Nations ngh Commissioner for Human Ri ghts (OHCHR) and other organizations. '



-Excellencies. and Distinguished Delegates, :

" T have stated previously and continue to believe that the upcoming by—elections on"1-April will- - -
- be a key test of how far the Government has procrressed in-its process of reform. It is.essential - -
.that they are truly.free, fair, inclusive and transparent. I note that.developments, such:as'the « . ...
" easing of media restrictions and the revision of the Political Party Registration Law, resultrncr in“wv
the re-registration of a number of political parties, including the Natlonal League for Democracy, © -
- and the decision of 'some: to contest the by- electrons may allow for the orcanlzatlon of more = -
' credible elections. : o : : gt

‘1 must streSs that the- cr"edibility.ef the elections will not be determined solely'on the‘ day of'the ..~

vote, but_on the_basis_of the_entire_procéss_leading up._to-and following-election_day.—Thus,

reports I received of campaign 11regular1tres and restrictions on the ability of political: parties to., o
~carry out campaign activities should be- addressed serlously by the Union Election Commission.= .~
Additionally, lessoris should be learned from the 2010 elections. Respect for freedom of speech -

- should be fully ensured

“In thls regard, while I welcome the easing of restrictions on the medra and the internet, the recent

lifting of a ban on exiled journalists and the Government’s stated. iritention to reform journalism

~ laws and abolish censorsh1p, I note that that there are continuing restrictions on the media and on
the freedom of opinion or expression more cenerally, including under various laws that I have

* highlighted in my previous reports, such as the Television and Video Law (1985); the Motion -
Picture Law (1996), the Computer Science and Development Law (1996), and the Printers and. "
Publishets Registration Act (1962). -1 hope that the establishment of a national press council and |

the preparation of a new draft media law, currently underway, would guarantee press freedom

and abolish censorship. - T therefore encourage the Government to cont1nue to engage relevant -

international orcranrzatrons in the draftrng of the new med1a law.

Excellencies'.

,'Durlncr my last mission, I had the opportunlty to_engage. w1th members of the National Human .77

Rights Commission -for the first time since its establishment in September last -year. * 1 was

informed of $ome of the actions undertaken by the Commission, including prison visits, visits to -
internally displaced persons’in Kachin State, and the receipt of complaints from citizens. [ was .
encouraged . to hear that the resources available to the Commrssron may be increased

sronlﬁcantly

But I must regrster my concern about the composition, role and functronrnc of the Commission
and that to date, there are no 1nd1catrons that the Comm1551on is fully 1ndependent and compllant

with the Paris Principles.

There is also a stroncr need to - enhance the technrcal and substantlve capacrty of the

Commissioners and its staff on human rights issues. I hope that the Commission.will seek
training and technical assistance from OHCHR and the 1nternat1‘onal community. '




Madame President, distinguished delegates, -

I have consistently called for.the rmmedi'ate and systematic release of all prisoners of conscience.

I welcome the four amnestles that ‘have been ‘granted by the .new Government,: ‘which have .
-resulted in the release of a: -significant. number: of: prisoners of conscience, including; promlnent%?' -

figures and other individuals.whose cases I 'had previously addressed, or whom had visited in- "
~jail. I recently met with some 'of those réleased and received a clear signal of their: intention to-

" engage ‘constructively. in" the “political ‘process ‘and- their commitment to. furtheér democratic -
transition. I note with concern that some of the prisoners released are bemc momtored or’

followed

I—am—keen1y—aware—t-hat-thereareeontl-n-u-rn-c—d-lserepanmes-rn—th-e—n-umbers of- remammg pr1soners
of conscience from different sources. I'urge that a comprehensive and thorough investigation.be

undertaken - to clar1fy records and determine accurate numbers. The Government should * -

initiate broad and public consultations with all relevant stakeholders, such as political and

civil society. organizations, as- well as released prisoners, to collect and bring together .

information on remaining- prisoners of conscience. The Government should consider this

issue urgently, including ‘with the ass1stance of this mandate holder and the - 1nternat10na1‘

N commumty as necessary

11

" _Ladies,and Ge'ntler'nen,j.

i Among the most pressing challences for Myanmar are poverty and. food 1nsecur1ty I welcome
the Pre51dent’s announcement of 1 March that there will bea four-fold increase in budget for the
“health sector and a two- fold increase for the- education sector inthe coming financial year. While
[ am encouraced by the various reforms undertaken . to promote development and economiic
growth, I continue to be informed about the extent of deprivation of these rights throughout the
- country, particularly in ethnic border areas. These are fundamental rights that are equally -

leen the wave of prlvatrzatlons last year ‘and the- expected increase in foreign. 1nvestment along

with the new Government’s plans to ‘accelerate economic development, [ also fear an increase in -
- land confiscations, development-induced displacement and:other violations of ecoriomic, social
and cultural’ rights. The Government should develop the necessary leorslatlve framework, in line -

with international standards on corporate social and environmental respon51b111ty, regulating-the
prevention of, protectlon against and reparation of the adverse impacts of activities by private
and state-owned companies, mainly in the extractive and large-scale energy-related sectors. -

Madame President,
. Excellencies,

The ongoing conﬂlct with some armed ethnlc groups, desplte the Pres1dent S orders to the

military ‘not to engage in offensive operatrons except in self-defense, continue to engender .
serious human rights violations, including attacks against civilian populations, extrajudicial.
~ killings, sexual violence, arbitrary arrest and detention, internal displacement, land confiscations,.

the recruitment of child soldiers and forced labour ahd portering. I continue to receive allegations

v

m—%semaho%%m%sdemo&mm%smon—mtw%uewmmrm%mymu@__——_



of violations committed by ‘both the military and non-State armed groups.. I also .continue-to -
receive disturbing reports of landmine use by both the Government and non-State armed crroups :

~ and subsequent casualt1es around the country

Of partrcular concern is: the ongomg conﬂrct in. Kaclun State -where' there are contmumcr reports e e
of violations committed and where the needs of those displaced and affected by the conflict must

" be addressed as a matter of priority. : 1 reiterate that the United Nations and its humanitarian
partniers should have regular, 1ndependent and predictable access toall in need of humanitarian . "
 assistance, independent of ongoing negotiations, without cond1t1ons attached, and regardless of.

- whether they are in Government controlled areas.

£

———%remarn—ef—the—ﬂrm—eenwe&en—thaﬁusne

—I-also rcrLerate—m—y—ca-l-l—for—the—Government—and—all—armed—@roups—to—ensure—th-e—protecuun of-

c1v1hans 1n partrcular chlldren and women,

1 Welcome the Presrdent’s invitations for armed crroups to engage in peace talks the

establishment of peace negotiating teams, and the various initial agreements with commrtments, :

made. I will closely mon1tor how these pohtlcal necrotrat1ons will proceed

letlmately, 1 bel1eve that any durable pol1t1cal solution must address the root Causes of the ‘

~conflict. In this respect, I have previously highlighted systematic and endemic discrimination
faced by ethnic and- religious minority groups, including the Rohingya community. I therefore
reiterate my call for the ‘Government to develop a comprehensive plan to officially engage’
ethnic minority groups-in serious dialogue and to resolve long-standing and deep- 1ooted

concerns. Ending discrimination and guaranteeing respect for the rights of ethnic minorities is

essential for nat1onal recon0111at1on and for Myanmar s lon Cr-term poht1cal and soc1al stability.

-Dlstmcrmshed delecates, R

ensure access to the truth, are fundamental for Myanmar to_move forward towards nat1onal

.reconciliation.--However,-considering-the- Jack -of - 1ndependence and-the limited. capacity. of-the -
‘National Human Rights Commission to play a role in this regard, it is crucial that the -
Government consult all stakeholders, including victims of human tights violations, in order to

get their advice and views on how and when to establish these measures. It is also 1mportant to
learn lessons from other countrles that have e‘{per1ence in these processes

1 have carefully listened to many views recrardmo forgiveness and the 1mportance of moving

. forward. But I must stress that what happened in the past should not be ignored or whitewashed.
“Thus, facing up to recent history and acknowledging the violations that people have suffered,
will be necessary to ensure national reconciliation, prevent future violation, and provide redress

for victims. The international commumty also has a responsibility to support the people of

Myanmar in this process..



Madame Pres1dent
' Excellencxes,

I welcome the increased engagement of Myanmar with international human rights mechanisms, -
. including. the treaty bodies, the Universal Periodic Review process, and its work with various:

" United Nations offices and programmes on a range of initiatives, such as development pohcy, ,’

forced labour and child sold1ers

To conclude I stroncrly call on the Govemment to 1ntensrfy efforts ‘to- 1mplement its

commitments and fulfil its- international human rights obligations. I-encourage the Government -

to cooperate with and seek appropriate assistance from the international community, in partlcular
-_the United Nations, in nrder to meet the (‘hallences and nnnm'hmmeq hef‘nre it

The 1nternatronal commumty must remain encracred closely follow developments and support» '

and assist the Government-during this 1mportant time, mcludmg the reexammatlon of present ,

sanctlons A - ‘ .

L thank the Government for the’ contmued cooperatlon w1th my mandate and the acceptance to

conduct the latest mission to the country. Let me take this opportunlty to reaffirm my willingness -
to work constructively and cooperat1vely w1th ‘Myanmar to 1mprove the human r10hts situation of -

¢ its people \

i




