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 Everyday
 Large $5 Subs

 Everyday
 $20 Oil Change

 Locally Owned & Operated
 Serving the North Country for 10 years

 41 6 Glen Ave. Berlin, NH • 752-7272

 YOUR 
 ONE 
 STOP 
 SHOP

 JAY’S QUICK LUBE
 443 Main St., Gorham, NH •  603-466-5224

 Oil Changes Only $25 and up

 Celebrating our 20th Anniversary.
 Locally Owned & Operated.

 Good Luck and Thank You

GORHAM -- When Plant Manager 
Willis Blevins called union offi cials into 
his offi ce back in June 2009 to inform 
them Fraser Papers was fi ling for bank-
ruptcy protection, the offi cials were sur-
prised.

“We knew they were having some 
fi nancial troubles but we hadn’t heard 
anything about bankruptcy,” said Union 
Local 75 Vice President Eddy Deblois. 
“We asked what the future was for our 
plant and nobody knew.”

Two years later, paper workers, state 
and local offi cials gathered at the mill 
to celebrate its reopening by Patriarch 
Partners. Deblois said he believes Patri-
arch Partners has a winning strategy 
for the mill and its future looks prom-

ising. But he said the months between 
the two events were tough for workers 
and the local communities. Four dif-
ferent companies announced plans to 
purchase the mill before it was sold to 
Patriarch Partners.

“It was the craziest roller coaster ride 
you could ever imagine,” Deblois said.

After Fraser fi led for bankruptcy pro-
tection, the local mill waited to learn 
what the restructuring plan would pro-
pose for the Gorham mill. In December 
2009, Fraser said it was going to form a 
new corporation and would sell off some 
assets including the Gorham mill.

Deblois said the employees were ner-
vous but also hopeful. The mill had gone 
through bankruptcy six years earlier 
when American Tissue was the owner 
and the state had helped engineer the 

sale to Fraser Papers. He said the union 
thought there was a reasonable chance 
another company would be interested 
in operating the mill.

“We knew it wasn’t the end because 
we had done it before,” he said.

Deblois said the union had also 
learned some key lessons during the 
earlier bankruptcy that it applied to 
the new situation. One of those lessons 
was to get all the key players involved 
including the state and Congressional 
delegation.

A two phase process was established  
by Fraser to sell the Gorham mill. Let-
ters were sent out in January 2010 to 
45 companies identifi ed as potential 
buyers. An April 13 deadline was set to 
submit a purchase and sales agreement 
and a May 4 deadline to fi nalize the 

deal. The investment fi rm, Merchant-
Banc of Manchester, announced plans 
to purchase the mill and the deadline 
was extended several times as the par-
ties worked to close the deal. Deblois 
said talks with MerchantBanc went 
well and the union was excited. But in 
September, the deal was called off when 
MerchantBanc was unable to raise the 
necessary fi nancing.

Along the way, Deblois said state offi -
cials made it clear to all the potential 
buyers of the property that the state 
expected the new owner to make a gen-
uine effort to operate the facility or be 
held liable for fully complying with all 
environmental regulations for cleaning 
up the mill property.

On October 13, 2010, Fraser closed 

It was the craziest roller coaster ride ever
BY BARBARA TETREAULT

THE BERLIN DAILY SUN

see CRAZIEST page 4

Cascade Mill complex (PHOTO PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)
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 33 Jericho Road
 Berlin, NH
 752-1370

 1-800-244-1370 ELECTRIC,  INC. Ra y ’ s 
 Locally owned and operated

 with local employees.

 Proud sponsor of local sports events and other events.

 Supporting local organizations and servicing the 
 communit y for 54 years.

 To Lynn Tilton of
 Patriarch Partners  & Employees:  Welcome to the community –

 Best of Luck with Gorham
 Paper & Tissue,   LLC

 •Residential  •Commercial  •Industrial Wiring
 •Certified High Voltage Wiring  •Air Conditioning  •Refrigeration

 •Electric Motor Sales & Service  •Security  •CCTV’s  •Fire Alarm Systems
 •Bucket Truck Services  •Alternative Power Services

 •KOHLER Generator Sales &  Service • General Contracting
 •Preventative Maintenance  
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 cspawards@myfairpoint.net

 Gorham, NH • 603-466-5399

 Apparel, Awards,
 Promotional Items, and Photo Gifts 

 all available to order here!

 Order your 
 personalized 

 products
 today!

 Fagin’s Pub
 &  R estaurant

 777 Main St., Berlin • 752-3744

 Serving Breakfast Daily
 Lunch Monday-Friday

 Welcome Patriach Partners. 
 Glad to see people

 back to work.

 Owner Sean Lamontagne
 Since 2008

 410 Main Street
 Gorham, NH 03581
 (603) 466-3868
 (800) 637-6657
 (800-63-POOLS)
 mtvalrec@myfairpoint.net POOLS & SPAS

 T he M ountain Valley Recreation al 
 is  L ocally O w n ed &  O perated

 an d has served the area since 1969
 W here L iquid Shock is always $3.95/gallon

 The Mountain Valley Recreational 
 family welcomes and thanks

 Patriarch Partners and Lynn Tilton

 If you, or someone you love, needs help at home consider 
 Personal-Touch…the people with a heart!

 Personal-Touch employs professional staff who can handle 
 all of your home health needs, including Registered Nurses, 
 therapists, and aides, under one roof.

 Our office staff is available to answer your questions 
 Monday through Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm. Call us toll free 
 1-877-715-3099

 Lydia’s Golden Touch
 Hair & Tanning Salon

 429 Main St, Gorham, 603-466-3811

 Welcome & Good Luck
 Thank you for believing

 in our community and putting our 
 neighbors back to work. 

 Locally owned & operated since 1985.
 Owner: Lydia Poulin

 Your full service hair care & tanning 
 salon for the entire family.

 Bring in or mention this ad
 for 10% OFF any service

  through July 30th with Lydia

 Perm-A-Pave  LLC.
 ASPHALT PAVING 

 & DRIVEWAY 
 GRADING

 Get It While
 It’s Hot!

 Box 680,  Conway, N.H. 03818
 Call 603-447-5895

 • Free Estimates
 • Fully Insured
 • Commercial & Residential
 • All Work Guaranteed

 Serving the Greater Conway, Ossipee, Fryeburg Area Since 1976

the mill, laying off all but a few of the 
240 employees. Reality set in for mill 
workers. Deblois said the union had 
to prepare paper makers to be out of 
work. That meant advising on health 
insurance options, helping workers sign 
up for unemployment compensation, 
and making job retraining available. A 
workers center was established.

In November, two partners, paper 
industry consultant Frank Del Greco 
and Michael Moscato of M & M Consult-
ing and Contracting, stepped up to pur-
chase the mill. The two men said they 
were looking for a paper mill to operate. 
That deal also did not go forward.

Counsel RB Capital, a private equity 
investor that specializes in acquiring 
and disposing of distressed and surplus 
assets in the United States and Canada, 
purchased the mill in December 2010. 
The company expressed a desire to fi nd 
a large paper operator to run the day-to-
day operations of the mill.

Deblois said Counsel RB Capital 
hired a marketing fi rm that generated 
some interest in the plant.

Cate Street Capital of Portsmouth 
emerged as an interested buyer and 
there was a sigh of relief. The com-
pany was known locally because of its 
involvement in the Berlin Station bio-
mass project. At the annual chamber 
of commerce meeting in February Cate 
Street President John Hallee was pres-
ent. He reported plans to invest $60 mil-
lion in the facility including the addition 
of a new tissue machine. But before the 
deal was fi nalized, Counsel RB Capital 

signed an agreement to sell the facil-
ity to Patriarch Partners. A New York-
based private equity fi rm claiming over 
$7 billion in assets, Patriarch Partners 
specializes in turning around distressed 
companies. Company Founder and 
CEO Lynn Tilton fl ew into the region in 
early April to tour the facility and meet 
with state, local, and union offi cials. 
Patriarch Partners moved quickly and 
the sale was fi nalized on May 13.

Deblois said the union likes Tilton’s 
philosophy of reinvesting in American 
industry to keep jobs in this country 
and working with labor to return the 
company to profi tability. Tilton has 
committed to spending about $35 mil-
lion to buy a new tissue machine for the 
mill. The company has also taken over a 
project that will run a pipeline into the 
mill and convert the boilers to natural 
gas to reduce energy costs.

The Gorham mill is not Patriarch 
Partners’ fi rst venture in the paper 
industry. The company owns a pulp mill 
in Maine that will supply some of the 
pulp for the Gorham plant.

The towel machine was restarted 
June 22 with about a hundred hourly 
and salaried employees back to work. 
The remainder are expected to be called 
back within 90 days when the other two 
paper machines are started up.

A giant celebration was held to mark 
the reopening with Gov. John Lynch, 
U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen and a 
host of state and local offi cials thanking 
Tilton for reopening the mill.

Deblois said there were plenty of 
times during the past two years when 

CRAZIEST from page 2

he wondered if the mill would reopen.
“The ups and downs - there were 

probably a few hundred of them,” he 
said. “We just never gave up,” he said.

Deblois said there were a lot of people 
who contributed to the successful 
reopening of the mill including Lynch, 
Shaheen, Commissioner of Resources 

and Economic Development George 
Bald, and the Androscoggin Valley 
Regional Refuse Disposal District.

With the mill reopened and an owner 
with a genuine interest in revitalizing 
the facility, Deblois said he believes a 
winning strategy is in place.

“It’s up to us to make it work,” he said.

Patriarch Partners founder and CEO Lynn Tilton posed with N.H. Commissioner of Resources and Eco-
nomic Development George Bald holding one of the state’s tourism signs at last month’s celebration 
marking the re-opening of Gorham Paper and Tissue.
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 101 Main St. Gorham, N.H.
 466-5811

 Closed Sunday, Monday by chance
rrs TM

  Boutique at 101  Boutique at 101  Boutique at 101 
 Welcome Patriarch Partners

 Locally owned & operated since 1996

 Celebrating our 15th Anniversary

 Beautiful Summer
 Clothing & Accessories

 Markdowns
 throughout the store

 COOBIE  Bras
 Are In!

 Quality Eyewear
 148 Main St., Berlin, NH 03570 • 752-3382

 Welcome Lynn Tilton 
 & Patriach Partners. Thank You for 

 believing in our community and 
 putting good people back to work.

 •  Locally Owned & Operated •  Locally Owned & Operated

 •  Over Thirty-five Years Experience •  Over Thirty-five Years Experience

 •  We can fill any eyeglass prescription! •  We can fill any eyeglass prescription!

 •  Industrial Safety Glasses for the  working  •  Industrial Safety Glasses for the  working 
 man or homeowner man or homeowner

 107 Main St, Berlin, NH • 752-1520
 www.greetingsjewelers.com

 Thanks for keeping the proud 
 people of Berlin working!

 Gill ’ s Flowers
 164 Main St., Berlin  •  752-1800

 Welcome Gorham Tissue & Paper! Welcome Gorham Tissue & Paper!
 Thank  you for believing in Thank  you for believing in

 our community! our community!

 Gorham Tissue & Paper employees present 
 this ad at Gill’s Flowers and get 20% 

 OFF your purchase for the month of July! 
 (excludes wire-out and sale items)

 16 1 M a in Street, B erlin • 752-36 88
 L u nch  H ou rs 11 a .m . - 3 p.m . 

 D inner H ou rs 3-9 p.m . Su n. th r u  Th u rs.
 3-10 p.m . F ri. &  Sa t. • Closed M onda y

 Wang’s Garden Wang’s Garden
 Top 100 Chinese Restaurant In U SA  In Overall Excellence For 4 Years

 Voted one of
 the Top 100

 Chinese Restaurants 
 in USA

 2010

 LU NCH  S P E CIA L
 11am -3pm
 Thu rsda y:

 General Gau’s Chicken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.9 5

 W e deliver W ednesda y th r u  Su nda y 11:00a m  to 8:00pm

 A bove served  w ith  Stea m ed  or P ork-fried  R ice a n d  you r 
 ch oice of W on ton , H ot &  Sou r or E gg D ropSou p

 WELSH’S 
 RESTAURANT

 88 Main St., Gorham • (603)466-9990
 Monday-Saturday 6am-2pm, Sunday 7am-2pm

 Homemade Breakfast served all day.
 Now open 7 days a week.

 Welcome
 Patriarch Partners

 Thank You and Best Wishes
 Locally Owned & Operated

 for 3 years
 Owners Teresa Vincelette

 & Marty Mason 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––HISTORY OF THE CASCADE MILL ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

In August of 1902, the Berlin Inde-
pendent announced that the Berlin 
Mills Company had new plans to 
increase its pulp and paper industry. 
They said that an immense mill at 

Cascade Falls was now a certainty. 
The company would utilize both the 
Cascade and the Cross and Smith 
water privileges near the Berlin-Gor-
ham line.

The privilege at Cascade Falls would 
be utilized for a paper mill, which 

would probably be equipped with 
either three or four paper machines, 
each of which would have a capacity 
of forty tons a day.

The construction of this plant was to 
begin in September of 1902. A force of 
men had already been assembled, cut-

ting bushes and clearing the ground 
for the operations. The Cross and 
Smith privilege, just above was to be 
either a groundwood pulp mill or an 
electrical plant, to increase the capac-
ity of the lower mill.

BY POOF TARDIFF
THE BERLIN DAILY SUN

Cascade Mill 1904 (PHOTO PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)

Beginnings of the Cascade paper mill

see BEGINNINGS page 6
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 Sinibaldi’s Restaurant Sinibaldi’s Restaurant
 &   MILLYARD LOUNGE

 207 E. Mason, Berlin, NH •  752-6430 rrs TM

 W e lc o m e  P atr iar c h  P artne r s.
 T h ank  yo u fo r p utting

 o ur g o o d  p e o p le  b ac k  to  w o r k .
 F am ily o w ne d  & o p e r ate d  s inc e  1945 .

  10% OFF with this coupon
 through July 30, 2011

 Welcome Patriarch Partners!
 Top Furniture proudly serving the

 North Country since 1950.

 152 Main St.
 Gorham, NH

 466-2520

  Italian Market and Restaurant  •  www.saladinositalianmarket.com Italian Market and Restaurant
 LLC

 aladino ’ s S La Bottega

 For 35 years, Michael & Sylvia Saladino have been bringing “A 
 Taste of Italy” to the White Mountains. Paninis, pasta dishes, super 
 salads & soups are everyday, with a menu change for Friday &
 Saturday nights, featuring fresh lobster sauteed in a roasted red 
 pepper cream sauce!

 New Hampshire Magazine has chosen us for the BEST OF NEW 
 HAMPSHIRE for Epicurean Delights, for our Biscotti and most 
 recently for our Limoncello. We are also certified BEST OF NEW 
 HAMPSHIRE GRAND.... BEST OF COOS COUNTY!

 We congratulate and welcome all new businesses to our 
 community. We do not look back to see what once was, but ahead 
 to envision all that we are going to be! AUTO SALES

 590 Main Street
 Gorham, N.H.
 603-752-1063

 www.patsautoannex.com
 www.patsauto@ne.rr.com Pat ’ s Pat ’ s Pat ’ s

 Thank you Lynn Tilton
 for putting our community back to work.

 Family owned and operated
 since 1978.

The plans of the concern were so 
extensive, and there were so many 
possibilities to be considered in utiliz-
ing the power economically, that many 
important details were still to be set-
tled before the actual construction. 
The new plant at Cascade Falls would 
be situated close to the new electric 
road (1902) and it was said that prob-
ably a large settlement would be built 
in this vicinity.

This enterprise was fi nanced 
through the execution by the Berlin 
Mills Company, to the Old Colony 
Trust Company of Boston, of a trust 
deed of over 142,000 acres of timber-
lands. The timberlands were in Maine, 
and in Coos and Grafton Counties 
in New Hampshire. Its mill property 
was also used. They then secured the 
issue of two and three-fourths million 
dollars in mortgage fi ve percent bonds 
of $1,000 each. 

By October of 1902, the Berlin 
Reporter stated that a crew of men 
were clearing up the “Gerrish Place” 
and already making excavations 
for a dam. They had cleared the old 
“Blodgett Place,” which then showed 
what the size of the millpond would 
be. It would cover that farm and the 
old road between Gorham and Berlin 
at that point. The company was to 

build a new road between the electric 
road and the Grand Trunk tracks. 
Construction was now begun in ear-
nest.

After a year and one half of blast-
ing, dam building and mill construc-
tion, the paper mill at Cascade was 
receiving its fi nishing touches. It had 
been reported that for over a year now, 
Berlinites had watched with pride 
the progress of the construction in a 
complacent frame of mind and had 
pointed this out, with great feelings, 
to neighbors and friends alike. Now in 
May of 1904, the event that everybody 
anticipated was about to take place. 

The large pond, which holds the 
water for the wheels below the dam, 
was now fi lled to the brim. The wood 
grinders were in position, and on May 
18, 1904, the pulpwood was sent down 
from the Burgess to be ground at the 
new plant. 

The fi rst digester of pulp stock 
was successfully blown at 8:30am on 
Wednesday June 15, 1904. It proved 
a perfect number one white stock, 
absolutely free from grit and color, 
something that seldom happened in 
the past. This was because the new 
process of saving all the acid gases 
was a far superior method. The new 
“Jolbert Process” for lining sulphite 

BEGINNINGS from page 5

Cascade Mill 1953see BEGINNINGS page 7
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 Tel. (603) 752-1441
 E-mail: alpmach@ncia.net
 www.alpinemachine.com

 Welcome to the Community
 Patriarch Partners

 Custom Painting
 Specializing in House
 of Kolor products…
 Flakes, Candys, Neons
 and Cameleon colors

 • Air Brushing & Graphics
 • Hot Rod Flatz
 • Custom Motorcyle Painting

 177 Glen Ave, Berlin, N.H.
 603-752-6800

 Locally Owned & Operated
 Since 1998

 752-6150
 9 Cascade Flats, Gorham, NH

 Lunch H ours W ednesda y–Sa turda y 11a m  to 2 pm
 D inner H ours M onda y–Sa turda y 4 - 9 :00 pm

 Welcome Patriarch Partners.
 We’ve  been neighbors since the beginning.

 We are the longest
 family-owned and operated

 restaurant in the area
 since 1947

 Check out

 our daily lunch 

 specials

 Preplanning & Prefunding Options Available.
 Serving Berlin, Go rham and the

 Surrounding Ar ea

 For More Info Visit Our Website At
 www.fleury-patry@ncia.com

 72 High Street , Berlin • 752-1212
 32 Exchange Street , Gorham •  466-2221

digesters was also used, and proved 
to be quicker and cheaper than any 
other lining. The “Jolbert Process” was 
invented by the Jolbert brothers who 
resided in Berlin.      Right at the start, 
the mill had two superintendents. 
They were Mr. Corbin and Mr. Paul. 
Mr. Corbin eventually took over as the 
sole boss. These men along with their 
manager Mr. O.B. Brown were highly 
pleased with the successful start of 
the mill. 

By the middle of July, the Cascade 
Paper mill had three paper machines 
in operation, and the work of setting 
up the fourth machine was progress-
ing well. In addition, no diffi culty had 
been experienced thus far in fi nding a 
market for the paper produced. It was 
going to Boston, Baltimore, Indianap-
olis, and other places in the eastern 
and middle states.

On Tuesday, August 9, 1904, the 
last paper machine at the new Cas-
cade mill was put into operation. This 
completed the installation of these 
mammoth machines. W.D. Carnes of 
Watertown N. Y., supervised this work. 
These machines, made by Bagely and 
Sewall, also came out of Watertown. 

With the electric plant at the privi-
lege near the B+M railroad bridge 
above Gorham, the wood grinding mill 

at the dam on the Cross privilege, the 
private railroad line connecting the 
mills in the upper part of the city with 
this plant, the huge brick houses and 
their equipment, and the easy access 
to both major railroad lines, every 
arrangement for conducting the paper 
making business on a large basis and 
in an economical manner, was now in 
place.

When the Cascade mill was built, 
it was not only the fi nest mill in exis-
tence, but also the largest self-con-
tained unit making both of the raw 
pulps, as well as the fi nished product 
at one plant.

William Corbin, who was this paper 
mill’s fi rst superintendent in 1904, 
built a house in this area. He was 
the main reason this mill became so 
successful. The famous Nibroc paper 
towel was named after him, by spell-
ing his name backwards. Mr. Corbin 
was also referred to as the “Father of 
the Paper Towel.” The paper machine 
called “Mr. Nibroc,” was also named 
after him. William Corbin entered the 
political arena and was elected mayor 
of Berlin in 1931. He passed away in 
1951 after a lifetime of great accom-
plishments, at the age of eighty-two. 
He was legend to all the mill workers 
at this complex.

A great Italian population came 

here to work on the construction of 
this mill and lived in a shanty vil-
lage near the construction site. They 
eventually got jobs in the mill and 
built their own homes here, becom-

ing an integral part of the Berlin and 
Gorham communities. 

As usual, there was so much more 
to talk about concerning the construc-
tion and start of this enterprise.  

BEGINNINGS from page 6

(PHOTO PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)
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 Morrissette Financial Center
 would like to say “Thank you” to CEO Lynn Tilton
 of Patriarch Partners and all those who helped in 
 bringing Gorham Papers and Tissue and all its 

 employee’s back on line.

 Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.

 1704  Riverside Dri ve, Berlin • 752-2454  

 1826 Riverside Drive
 Berlin, NH • 603-752-6210

 Welcome to the community
 Patriarch Partners

 and thank you from
 all of us at the Northland Dairy Bar.

 Family Owned and Operated
 for over 50 years.

 Casual dining with an extensive menu.
 A local favorite

 Welcome Lynn Tilton/Patriarch Partners

 Wishing you a long and successful business venture 
 in the North Country

Cascade Mill (PHOTO PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)
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 Your Hometown Proud
 Grocery Store

 The Berlin IGA
 19 Pleasant St., Berlin 

 752-1050

 Celebrating 25 years in 

 business since 1986. 

 We pledge to support

 the efforts

 of the new owners.

  Welcome Patriarch Partners

 and thank you to everyone

 who made it all possible.

Gorham  Paper and Tissue up and running. (JAMIE GEMMITI HOTO)
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 30 Glen Road, Gorham, NH
 603-466-9825 • Email: colwor@ncia.net

 Member of

 Welcome and Thank You
 for Believing in
 Our Community

Machines are hummingwith productivity at Gorham Paper and Tissue. (JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTO) Everyone is pleased that Patriarch Partners is at the controls at the Cascade mill. (JAMIE GEMMITI 
PHOTO)

Employees are happy to be back to work. (JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTO)
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 440 Glen Ave., Berlin, NH
 603-752-5510 

 Our employees are your 
 friends and neighbors

 Welcome Lynn Tilton
 of Patriarch  Partners.

 Thanks for believing in our 
 community from every one here 

 at Pyrofax.

 Call for new customer pricing.

 81 Wight St., Berlin, NH   752-BEEF (2333)

 Fresh Meats at Great Prices
 Cut & Wrapped While You Watch!

 Welcome to the Community.
 Locally Owned & Operated, in business since 1997.

 416 Glen Ave.
 Berlin, NH 
 752-9855

 2 16
 ROUTE

 12v 12v
 We are now selling and installing

 Wilson Electronics Cell Phone Boosters
 Rhino Linings starting at $450

 CB radios and antennas including Wilson Antennas

 Looking for something
 for your truck???

 We might have what 
 your looking for

rrs TM

 146 Main St., Berlin, NH • 752-7569

 & Tanning  Salon
  M aureen’s  B outique M aureen’s  B outique M aureen’s  B outique

 Welcome and Thank You Patriarch Partners.
 Celebrating 29 years in business.

(JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTO)



    THE BERLIN DAILY SUN, Friday, July 8, 2011— Page 13

 Visit us at  www.mrpizzanh.com

 Fresh Seafood!

 Main St., Gorham

 WE DELIVER!
 466-5573

 Our deck is now open
 7 days a week 11:00 am to 8:00 pm

 Not only have you invested in a building filled wit h 

 equipment on a large parcel of land, you have 

 invested in our community, and for that we are all 

 grateful.  Paper mills have been the heart of the 

 North Country for many years and we fully 

 support your efforts in keeping this major part of 

 our heritage alive.  Thank you again for not only 

 investing in your business but also investing in 

 ours!  Mr. Pizza welcomes you and wishes you 

 the best in your business venture!

 N orthern Edge R ealty of B erlin, N H
 232 Glen Avenue – (603)752-0003
 www.team ner.com  
 www. R EM AX .com

 Thank You & W elcom e
 Patriarch Partners!

 Thank you for investing & believing in the
 N orth Country of N H.

 To everyone involved in m aking
 Gorham  Paper & Tissue happen,
 Thank you & Congratulations!

 To the dedicated w orkforce w ho never 
 w aivered, Thank you & Congratulations!

Cascade Mill site 1928. (PHOTO PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)
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 Nicoletti Memorials
 1325 Main Street, Berlin, NH

 INDOOR DISPLAY
 Email: rbnicoletti@ymail.com

 Donald C. Piper  Tel: 603-752-5712
 Patricia Nicoletti Piper  Fax: 603-752-4977

 Also available Evenings & Weekends
 by appointments.

 Welcome
 Patriach Partners

 Route 16, Milan, NH
 449-2025 • 1-866-449-2025

 24 Hour Towing

 John
 Beaudoin

 AUTO BODY

 Family Owned & Operated 
 Since 1985

 Thank You &  Good Luck
 Patriarch Partners

 879 Main St., Berlin
 752-2068 • 752-7417

 Mon–Fri  7 a.m. to 6 p.m .
 Com plete Vehicle Repair

 & M aintenance

 Eternal Machines,  Inc.
 Welcome Gorham Paper & Tissue

 Douglas A. Gaeb, Owner/Service Manager
 Professional Technician

 with over 25 years experience.
 Locally owned & operated since  1995
 Serving families of the North Country

 504 Main Street, Gorham, NH 03581

 www.labonville.com • 1-800-764-9969 • 752-4030

 Open: Mon-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-Noon • Closed Sunday

 LABONVILLE,  INC

 Labonvilles would like to 
 thank everyone who made 

 this possible.

 Family owned & operated 
 since 1953. 

 240 Glen Ave. 
 Berlin, NH
 752-3632

 Thank you Lynn Tilton &
 Patriarch Partners for recognizing 

 the skills of our workers and 
 allowing us again to produce the
 finest Amercian made products.

 DENTIST
 73 M a in Street • 752-2424

 Partials & Com plete Dentures
 Sam e day denture repair • General Dentistry
 Restorations - Cosm etic Bonding • W hitening

 Accepting New  Patients And M ost Insurances

 Rola nd M ontm iny, DDS, PC
 Locally O w ned & O perated since 1 973

 161 Main Street, Berlin • 752-3688
 Open Tuesday through Sunday – Lunch Hours 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 Dinner Hours 3-9 p.m. Sun. thru Thurs., 3-10 p.m. Fri. & Sat.

 Wang’s Garden Wang’s Garden
 Top 100 Chinese Restaurant In U SA

 Overall Excellence For 4 Years

 Locally Owned & Operated.
 In business for 7 years.

 Check out our
 new menu.  We deliver!

 Vicki & Sandy’s Beauty Shop
 360 Main St., Unit 1,  Gorham • 603-466-5512 

 Come see us at our new location!
 Open Tuesday–Friday, Saturday by appt.

 Welcome  a nd Thank You
 Gorham Paper & Tissue

 Hair Care  for the Whole Family - reasonably 
 priced with many years of experience.

 Pedicures Only $28,
 Regularly $35

 through July 30th

 July
 Special

 Locally
 Owned &
 Operated
 Since 1976

Cascade Mill 1915. (PHOTO PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)
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 809 Third Ave., Berlin, NH 
 dennis_theberge@yahoo.com

 T&T is a family owned and operated
 local shop with over

 25 years of repair experience.
 T&T gives you quality repairs at a fair price 

 with friendly and fast service.
 T&T specializes in Harley Davidson and 

 Custom motorcycle repair.
 With parts and accessories from

 Drag Specialties, Custom Chrome 
 and V-Twin your sure to

 find just what you need at T&T.

 Call Dennis today for an appt. at 326-6299 

 326-6299
 Thanks for 

 bringing back hope 
 to the community

 North Country Angels
 There’s No Place Like Home

 Serving the North Country 
 for 6 years.

 Welcome and
 Thank You

 Patriarch Partners

 New Lower Prices. 
 Call For Details

 References available call
 Denise Thibodeau 

 at  752-4257 or 723-6257
 Licensed homecare provider & Case Manager

 helping  to keep your loved ones at home

 From companionship to end of life comfort care,
 personal care, housekeeping, running errands, 

 meal prep,  hair and doctors appointments,
 shopping & laundry. 

 Available 24/7, dependable, 
 honest with 30 years experience.

 79 Hawkins Rd., Dummer, NH 
 603-449-2700

 Open Monday  t hru Friday

 Where your best friend 
 is treated like family!

 Pick-up and drop-off service offered to Berlin, Gorham, 
 Milan and Dummer customers!   (prices depend on location)

 Sheila Dinardo - Groomer/Owner

 Serving All Your Dogs
 Grooming Needs. Call Or 

 Drop By To Schedule An Appt.

 Gift 

 Certificates 

 Available

 Welcome Patriarch Partners  a nd Thank You

www.berlindailysun.com
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One cannot talk about the Nibroc Paper Towels 
without giving the history of the famous man that they 
were named for. I would like to start this story with 
the history of Mr. William E. Corbin the driving force 
behind this product. 

Corbin spelled backwards is Nibroc, but William 
Corbin was not a backwards man. Like the towels 
that were named for him, he forged ahead in the paper 
business to the top of his fi eld. 

William Corbin was probably closer to the manufac-
ture of paper by Brown Company, than any other man 
in Berlin. He and the Brown Company, as a paper com-
pany grew up together. 

It was in 1892 when the fi rst paper machines were 
put into existence at Brown’s Riverside Mill. Back 
then, of course, it was called the Berlin Mills Company. 
This was also when Corbin came to us from Manches-
ter, NH. 

When he got to the Riverside, the paper machines 
were still in the railroad cars, on a siding. It was also 
this same year that Mr. Corbin became the superin-
tendent of this mill. He was just 23 years old. Twelve 
years later at the ripe old age of thirty-fi ve, he became 
the superintendent of the brand new Cascade Paper 
Mill complex. 

Corbin supervised the manufacture inaugurals of at 
least one half dozen Brown Company products, includ-
ing the one which took on his name. Even after retir-

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– HISTORY OF THE NIBROC PAPER TOWEL ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

William Corbin the driving force behind Nibroc paper towels

William Corbin stands beside one of the mill’s paper machines.

ing, Corbin watched the company closely.
William Corbin was a walking encyclopedia of Brown 

Company and papermaking. While he was active as a 
superintendent, he was one of the most respected men 
in his fi eld. Rival paper makers saw in him a man who 
knew how to make good paper, and he did. 

A top paper man from another company said that 
the mill in Berlin was the best he had ever seen. The 
paper machines and the newsprint being made here, 
was the best in the United States. The whole mill was 
in his estimation, the best in the world. 

What made it an even greater tribute was this top 
man wasn’t saying it to Corbin, he told another man 
outside of the company. 

Corbin was a farmhand, who went from his native 
Charlestown, New Hampshire to Manchester, when 
he was seventeen. It was in the latter city that he 
learned to make paper in the P.C. Cheney Company 
at $1.20 a day. 

He became a backtender at fi rst, but it wasn’t long 
before he was a machine tender, because of his own 
initiative. As the story goes, the machine tender had 
a fondness for going to sleep in a broke basket. Each 
time he would leave orders to be called. Instead of 
calling the machine tender, Corbin learned to run the 
machine without him. At the age of twenty-one, he 
became a machine tender. 

Five years after Corbin was in the paper business, 
he came to Berlin at what was called magnifi cent 
wages. Along with him came Ernest Hannaford, who 

like Corbin, spent many active years with the com-
pany until his retirement.

The Berlin Mills Company started its papermaking 
activities from scratch. Hannaford and Corbin were 
the only ones who knew anything paper machines and 
they had to start training other men.

About 45 days after coming to Berlin, the paper 
machines were started at the Riverside Mill. The date 
on this was July 3, 1892. Mr. Corbin still had a sample 
of that fi rst run in 1947. 

Corbin didn’t remain a machine tender for very long. 
About three months after arriving, the mill superin-
tendent departed and Herbert J. Brown asked Corbin 
to become the “super”. He later became boss of both 
the paper and pulp mills. 

Working back then was quite a chore. The men would 
put in a regular 18-hour day running the machines. 
On Sundays, they would come in to make necessary 
repairs. 

Papermaking back then wasn’t the scientifi c pro-
cess of today’s modern age. The stock was tested by 
handling it with one’s fi ngers. Chemists had not come 
on the scene yet. Mr. Corbin said that he had an old 
chemistry book that he used in his early days. This is 
where he got his data on how much and when to put 
each ingredient into the mixtures.

It wasn’t very long that Corbin had to rely on his 
little book. Once the Cascade Mill got operational, 
Henry Chase became the company’s fi rst chemist.  In 

see CORBIN page 17

  DYNASTY DYNASTY  BUFFET BUFFET
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 FULL LIQUOR LICENSE • WE DO CATERING
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 Gift Certificates Make Great Gifts. 

 Welcome Hikers!

 Welcome  Gorham Paper & Tissue
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 Locally owned & operated since 2008.

  752-4419
 151 Main St.
 Berlin, N H

 Best Breakfast 
 in the North 
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 Welcome
 Patriarch Partners
 and Thank You for 

 believing in our 
 community.

 Locally Owned & 
 Operated

 since April 2002
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 Heather Gregory



    THE BERLIN DAILY SUN, Friday, July 8, 2011— Page 17

1919, he was joined by Harold Titus. Corbin exclaimed 
that both of these men were of tremendous help in 
handling the problems of papermaking, to include our 
famous Nibroc Towels. 

There were no weight standards for paper in the 
early days. No orders came in saying that a company 
wanted so much of a certain weight of paper. The com-
pany would specify as “per sample”. No sales depart-
ment existed; men sold on a straight commission basis, 
and most of the correspondence was in long hand. 

In working these long hours, Mr. Corbin said that 
there was no night boss. He had to get up all hours of 
the night. Yankee ingenuity had to be put into play, as 
Mr. Corbin was a sound sleeper. 

It was quite a job to get him up, as he slept so well 
that he didn’t here the doorbell ring. He fi xed up a 
rig with nails and a string, which when pulled, would 
scratch across his window. This did the trick.

When the Cascade Mill came into existence in 1904, 
a new working program was started under Mr. Corbin. 

Three shifts were started. This set the pace for all the 
local mill industries. 

Working conditions at the company impressed 
people on the outside 
world also. L. D. Post, pub-
lisher of the “Paper Mill”, 
declared in its April 8 1905 
issue that in the operation 
of the new Cascade Mill, 
Mr. Corbin had made the 
hit of his life. He made it 
by having good practical 
ideas of papermaking. Mr. 
Post said that Corbin car-
ried these out by employ-
ing the very best men, 
paying them the very best 
wages, and giving them 
the shortest hours that 
any paper manufacturer 
was giving in this time to 

any of their men. 
Previously, the hours had been from 7am to 6pm and 

from 6pm to 7am. Under his new plan, three eight-
hour shifts were set up. 

Continuing my story about the development of the 
Nibroc Towel, it was under Mr. Corbin that the Brown 
Company became the pioneer in making Kraft paper 
in this country. Some was being done in Claremont, 
but most Kraft was coming out of Sweden. 

Kraft was fi rst made at the Riverside Mill, but 
the import duty on newsprint was taken off in 1912, 
resulting in a severe set back for domestic newsprint 
manufacturers. Corbin was then asked if he could 
make Kraft at Cascade. “Don’t know why not”, he said 
and Cascade went into Kraft production. 

Of course, perhaps the best known Kraft product 
was the Nibroc Paper Towel, but Mr. Corbin recalled 
other types of Kraft products that played a major role 
in Brown Company history. 

For many years, cement producers had been put-

CORBIN from page 16

William Corbin see CORBIN page 18

 The Tassey Group
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ting up their product in cotton bags and barrels, but 
a barrel was awkward in a lot of instances and cotton 
bags let in moisture. The cement industry was look-
ing for a paper bag, but ordinary paper was out of the 
question. It was in this time frame that cement roads 
were being built and ordinary paper bags wouldn’t 
make it sitting by the roadside in a downpour. 

Now the company worked on developing a water-
proof paper bag that was airtight. This was done and 
it was a success. It was such a big hit that one cement 
company wanted to build a bag mill next to the Cascade 
Mill, and purchase all the output from four machines.

Another bag that was made by Brown Company was 
the onion bag. This also resulted in a demand from 
industry. Onions were being shipped in burlap bags, 
but they were sticking to them. Housewives used to 
get onions with lint stuck to them. This caused Brown 
Company to produce paper to be used in open mesh 
bags. 

The fi rst contact Brown Company had with research 
came when an electrical company wanted paper for 
winding cables. That was the electrical company’s 
research though. This was also the fi rst time that an 
order was given on specifi cation. 

Another Kraft product was the coffee bag. It was pio-
neered and produced here by the Brown Company. 

Now comes the entry of our famous Nibroc Towel. 
Of course, that was also born here and created from 
the versatile Kraft papers. Its invention took place in 
the most logical place that it could. It happened in the 
washroom of the Cascade Mill during the year 1922. 

By the 1940s, these towels could be found in any wash-
room across the nation, in factories, schools, hotels, 
hospitals and offi ce buildings.

t was Corbin who unfolded the story of one of Brown 
Company’s most famous products. He said that they 
were using an old cotton towel in the washroom at 
Cascade Mill, after he became the superintendent. The 
towel would get soiled quickly and people didn’t par-
ticularly care to use them. During this time the River-
side Mill was making a crepe paper. It was this crepe 
paper that was tried and it seemed to dry one’s hands 
very well, leaving them soft. It just wasn’t like ordinary 
paper. 

Not long after this, Herbert J. Brown, company man-
ager dropped into the Cascade offi ce. Corbin handed 
Brown some of the crepe paper. He told Brown to 
try this when drying his hands. Corbin said that it 
wouldn’t make a bad towel if it wasn’t for the color. Mr. 
Brown tried it and agreed that it would make a great 
towel. This was the start of the Kraft towels. 

It wasn’t an overnight success for Brown Company. 
For several years, the product couldn’t even keep one 
machine in operation. The mill would make some, and 
then sit back to see how they were going. 

Those few towels grew into millions by the 1940s. 
Records showed that Brown Company was the larg-
est producer of paper towels for the institutional and 
industrial fi eld. It was rightly so, as they were the fi rst 
to put this Kraft towel into market. 

The company was looking for a trade name when the 
towels were fi rst made and had talked about all sorts 
of names. They liked the name Nibroc, but there were 

probably a lot of other names that might have done 
just as well. 

It was Nibroc that remained, and as is now known 
this word came from spelling Corbin backwards. It was 
a fi tting name, as probably no other man in the history 
of Brown Company was closer to the production and 
growth of Nibroc Towels than Mr. Corbin. 

As for William E. Corbin, he also found time to get 
into politics. In 1931, he was elected Mayor of Berlin, 
defeating O.J. Coulombe, a democrat, by 519 votes. He 
was also a conservative businessman and president of 
the Berlin National bank, which at that time was one 
of the leading banks in New Hampshire. 

Even when the old Berlin Independent was in exis-
tence, it had declared “by natural inheritance”, that 
Corbin was possessed with a strong, self reliant mind, 
which had been broadened and refi ned by experience. 
At 37 years of age, in 1906, he stood as one of the top 
men in the paper industry in the United States.

William Corbin retired from the paper business in 
the late 1930s. He wasn’t far away though, as he lived 
on a hill overlooking the great Cascade Paper Mill. All 
he had to do was look out his window and the memo-
ries would pass by. 

This great papermaker passed away on October 
13, 1951, at his home on 758 Glen Avenue. He was 
82 years of age. William E. Corbin was buried in the 
town of his birth, Charlestown, New Hampshire, in the 
Forest Hill Cemetery.

Corbin had lived in Berlin almost sixty years, leav-
ing a legacy that has still been unsurpassed in this day 
and age. 
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 GLEN AVE AUTO REPAIR

 215 Glen Ave., Berlin, N H • 752-3152

 Glen Avenue Auto welcomes 
 Patriarch Partners.
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 our community

 Lisa L. Barbieri
 Nail Technician
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 Niki’s Hair 
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 53 Church Street
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 752-1717
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 1701 Riverside Dr., Berlin • 752-5410 • 1-800-849-8615
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 Your Tire Connection
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 232 Jericho Road

 Berlin, NH • 752-7424
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 in the area; you chose wisely!

 39 Union St., Berlin, NH  • 752-1500 • 1-800-439-1508
 www.caron-building.com
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 serving the North Country

 Suzanne’s Partnership for Health
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 Hair
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 Berlin, NH

 603-752-1818

 Locally owned &
 operated for 17 years – since 1994

 Welcome Patriarch Partners and Thank You!

 Niki’s Hair Fashions
 53 Church Street • 752-1717

 Locally Owned & Operated
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 Welcome Patriarch Partners.

 Gorham House Florist,   LLC

 10 Exchange St., Gorham, N H
 Owner: Terri Colarusso  466-5588/800-619-3397
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 Gosselin’s Hot Tubs/Spas/Pools
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 1219 Main St., Berlin, N.H. • 752-7600

 Welcome to the Neighborhood
 Patriarch Partners!

 From all of us at

 Not just your average full service flower shop, we 
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 161 Main St. 
 Gorham, NH
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 Come on in this Friday & Saturday!
 It’s Our Anniversary!

 It’s our 18th Anniversary!!
 and

 We’re celebrating by passing savings on to you!!!
 15% off All Kenmore Appliances
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 Save an extra 5% with your Sears Card!

 PLUS
 Save an additional 3 – 18% on everything

 With our Anniversary Scratch and Save Cards!
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 2227 Riverside Dr., Berlin • 752-5488 
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 Owners Henry & Shirley Lanteigne • Open 24/7
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 G uaranteed and 
 Fully Insured

 SH A N N O N
 PAV E R S

(PHOTOS PROVIDED BY POOF TARDIFF)



Page 20 — THE BERLIN DAILY SUN, Friday, July 8, 2011


	BerlinMillSup_1
	BerlinMillSup_2
	BerlinMillSup_3
	BerlinMillSup_4
	BerlinMillSup_5
	BerlinMillSup_6
	BerlinMillSup_7
	BerlinMillSup_8
	BerlinMillSup_9
	BerlinMillSup_10
	BerlinMillSup_11
	BerlinMillSup_12
	BerlinMillSup_13
	BerlinMillSup_14
	BerlinMillSup_15
	BerlinMillSup_16
	BerlinMillSup_17
	BerlinMillSup_18
	BerlinMillSup_19
	BerlinMillSup_20

