COMMANDER
UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
VIETNAM

mhe Prasident of the United States takes pleasurs in presenting the
gilver Star Medal 0

JGEY FOREES KFRRY
LIEUTRNANT JUNIDR GRAID i
THITED STATES WAUAL FESERUE

o gervics as set forih ir the fellowing:
- c T

"For ¢onspionees gRalaatyy and ipTrepidity im action while Servinf As
Gfficer in Charge of Uritsd States Navy Patrol Craft Fast 94 and Olficer
in Taetical Command of &n operatiog in the Republic of Viataam. Qo bel
February 1569, Fatrel Craft Fast 23, L3 and 94, in conjunction with Unasrwater
De—sclition Teanm 13 ané Viatnamese Regloral and Popular Forces persennel,
cemiurted an operesicn oz the Cz Mau Perinsula as pert of Oparailons S¥A LORDS.
Jkile trarsiting the Say Hap River en route te ap insertion peint alonz tha
Dong Cung %ivar, these creft witd ihirty Regronal/Popalar Force pergagnel
eqvariked in esch unit caze 2ndes heavy edeRry small arws fire from the Tiver
barks. The O icar in Tectical Compend, Lieutenant (jundicr grade) KERRY
ieeaced Wiz umits to turh to toe beach apd cherg® the Viet Cong pesivions.
Lisgrenant (wmiar grade) FEXRY expertly directed the Pirs of nis cralt ac
1he flesirg wpemy While si=—pl-anecusly ccordirsting woe ingertion of the
emoazyzd twoops, Wbile The Fygioral and Fopular Forees conducted an ares
sweep, Pavrol Cralt Fast 43 ' apgined op statior o provide fiTs support anrd
Barol Orelt Test £3 and 54 moved upstredm te ipvestigats anm ares ITOR wnich
Fanshot3 were CORiNg. Arriving at the area,- Llautenant {jupior grads) KERRI's
cmaft pecesved. a E-40 rocket cLosE sbeard, Omez again Lisntemant (jumrcr
grads) EEERZ ordersd Ris wmits to charge the eanemy positlond apd summoped
Patrol Orafs Fast 47 to the eTes To grovida 243itional Tirepouwer - Fatral
Nesft Fast G4 toer beached in the center of <he epemy positions mad an ensxy
scldier soreng up irom his pasition net wen ¥eeT frem Patrol Jreft Fast B4
ard fled. Witheut hesitatros Lleutenart (jumiar srade) KERRY leaped aghars,
pursged the zas bekird & rootch ard kiiled Rim, capturing a 3-40 rocket
lzuncher with & romd in the chagber. Ligutesant (Jjunder grade] KERRY <hen
Jad an assaw’t party and coaducted a aweep of the ares wpile the Pawrol Craft
Tact coptirusd To provide fire suppert. Afler the Snemy had been completely 'T-.
routed, all perzommel Teturned Lo the Petrcl Creft Fast to wathdraw irom fae e
area. Wnile backing off tze beach, thess nite agesn ceme under a hail of
Tire, “his time from the opposite river Beak. Lieutepant (jupier grace)
VERRY immefiately cosrdinated the [lreposr of hiz units and sippressed the
esuny fire. lzter, alter disewbariing personcel snd weile Ekiting Irom
<rx &y Bap River, =ha Fairsl Craft Fast were ageip taken under fire. Lisn-
tenent (Junter grade) KERRY impeqiately mapeuvered his eraft tbrongh Severa-
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strafing runs which completely silenced tre gnemy. As & result of this
operaticn, tem Viet Ccng were killed and ope wounded with no friendly
cssualties. In =dditien, numerous ZeRpans, siructures snd bupLsrs Were
dsstroyed as well as confiseation of substantial guantities of combat
essentizl surpifes. Lieutenant {junior grade)} EERRY's devoticn to duty,
courage wndar fire, outstanding leadership, ard exemplary profassionaliss
directly contributed to the success of this cparation and were in xeeplag
uith the highest traditions of the United Staves Naval Zervice."

For the President
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Viee A w1, T. &. Havy
Commander U. 5. Naval Forces, Vistnan






