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Introducing KMA




Kolkata Metropolitan Area (KMA), the
largest urban agglomeration in
eastern India, extends over 1886.67
sg. km. and envelopes 3 Municipal
Corporations (including Kolkata
Municipal Corporation), 39
Municipalities and 24 Panchayat
Samitis. It may be worth mentioning
here that 35.26 sq. km. have been
recently added to KMA (30.34 sg. km
in Haringhata and 4.92 sg. km. in
Baruipur). Today's KMA is nothing but
the metropolitan avtar of Kolkata City
that has evolved over more than 300
years. The demographic and
economic primacy of KMA remains
significant.

KMA holds a population of 14.77
million, according to the 2001
Census, as against the total urban
population of West Bengal of 22.5
million. An important demographic
attribute of KMA is that its average
residential density is the highest
among the metropolises in India at
around 8000 persons per sq. km.
Interestingly, the city of Kolkata has
been witnessing sharp decline in the
decadal population growth because
of the near saturation of the city. But
population in the municipal towns

immediately surrounding Kolkata City
has been growing at higher rates.
demographic primacy of KMA has
been to some extent the result of a
vibrant economy that the metropolis
experienced over a sustained period of
time. KMA's contribution to SDP is
estimated to be around 30 percent,
although KMA accounts for only 18
percent of the State's population.
KMA accounts for three-fourths of the
organized sector industries and
employment. KMA houses the major
financial, commercial, educational,
health, research and other
organizations that cater to the
requirements of not only KMA but
also the entire State, the eastern
region and the country. The per-
capita income in KMA is much higher
than what it is in the rest of the State
and this has created an opportunity
for growth of various service sector
industries including real estate
development.

State is now poised for rapid pace of
industrialization and KMA has to play
an important role in facilitating the
process of industrial growth. The
population of KMA is projected at 17
million in 2011, 20 million in 2021
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and 21.1 million in 2025. It is not only
to provide livelihood to the future
population but also to support the
emerging economic activities within
KMA like the IT & ITeS industries and
specialized financial services, that
necessary infrastructure and facilities
shall have to be created through
planned interventions such that the
growth in population and economic
activities could be sustained in a healthy
and environment- friendly manner.

Size

Kolkata Metropolitan Area (KMA), the
largest urban agglomeration in eastern
India, extends over 1886.67 sg. km. and

envelopes 3 Municipal Corporations
(including Kolkata Municipal
Corporation), 39 Municipalities and 24
Panchayat Samitis.

It may be worth mentioning here that
another 35.26 sq. km. have been added
to KMA (30.34 sq. km in Haringhata
and 4.92 sq. km. in Baruipur). Today's
KMA is nothing but the metropolitan
avtar of Kolkata City that has evolved
over more than 300 years. The
demographic and economic primacy of
KMA remains significant.

Population
KMA holds a population of 14.77

million, according to the 2001 Census,
as against the total urban population of
West Bengal of 22.5 million. An
important demographic attribute of
KMA is that its average residential
density is the highest among the
metropolises in India at around 8000
persons per sq. km. Interestingly, the
city of Kolkata has been witnessing
sharp decline in the decadal population
growth because of the near saturation
obtaining in the city. But population in
the municipal towns immediately
surrounding Kolkata City has been
growing at higher rates.

An important
demographic
attribute of KMA is
that its average
residential density is
the highest among
the metropolises in
India at around 8000
persons per sq. km.




Kolkata

The demographic primacy of KMA has
been to some extent the result of a
vibrant economy that the metropolis
experienced over a sustained period of
time. KMA's contribution to SDP is
estimated to be around 30 percent,
although KMA accounts for only 18
percent of the State’s population. KMA
accounts for three-fourths of the
organized sector industries and
employment. KMA houses the major
financial, commercial, educational,
health, research and other organizations
that cater to the requirements of not
only of KMA but also the entire State,
the eastern region and the country. The
per-capita income in KMA is much
higher than what it is in the rest of the
State and this has created an
opportunity for growth of various service
sector industries including real estate
development.

The State is now poised for rapid pace of
industrialization and KMA has to play an
important role in facilitating the process
of industrial growth. The population of
KMA is projected at 17 million in 2011,
20 million in 2021 and 21.1 million in
2025. It is not only to provide livelihood
to the future population but also support
the emerging economic activities within
KMA like the IT & ITeS industries and
specialized financial services, that
necessary infrastructure and facilities
shall have to be created through planned
interventions such that the growth in
population and economic activities could
be sustained in a healthy and
environment- friendly manner.
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