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Est abl i shnent and Devel opnent of United States Nunmbered H ghways
(Ret ai ned from October 13, 1991, Revised October 6, 1996)

HOL

The purpose of the U. S. road nunbering and nmarking systemis to facilitate
travel on the main interstate |ines, over the shortest routes and the best
roads. To serve that purpose a systemof nmai ninterstateroutes was desi gnhat ed,
and a uni formsystem of gui de and warni ng signs was adopted for use in all
the States, on such designated routes. This systemwas established in 1926.
It has passed the prelimnary devel opnment state. It has reached the period
of review, revision, and consolidation. The U S. road system now needs
perfecting rather than expansion.

New construction has opened up newer, better and shorter routes. Denands
of interstatetraffic haveincreased and are nore exacti ng. Public acceptance
of the U S. nunbered system has nade possible the rectification of early
concessi ons made for the purpose of getting the system established and
mar ked.

I n harnony with the i nproved condition of Stateroads, the Stateroute nmarkers
of the several States have nore and nore becone a dependabl e trade nmark
of quality in those routes.

The establishnment of a U S. nunber as a guide for interstate travel over
certain roads has no connection with federal control or the designation

of Federal funds for road construction. These nunbers may recogni ze a State
road whi ch has been constructed entirely by the use of State funds.

Otenthe U S. marker is interpreted by the public as identifying a"federal
hi ghway" whereas the routes making up the U S. nunbered system are under
State jurisdiction and not under Federal jurisdiction.

It was never intended that the U.S. nunbered systemshoul d absorb or suppl ant
the State nunbered routes. It is intended by uniformmarking of a U.S. route
intwo or nore States to facilitate the nmovenent of Interstate traffic.
Thus, witharelatively linmted nileage, the U S. nunbered road systemnust
nmeet the changing conditions if it is to endure and serve the purpose for
which it was intended.

The routes conprisingthe Nati onal Systemof Interstate and Def ense H ghways
will be marked with its own distinctive route marker shield and will have
a nunmbering systemthat is separate and apart fromthe U.S. nunbered system
The Interstate system marki ng and nunbering is not to replace that of the
U.S. systembut is, inreality, a separate systemof a limted nileage of
nodern expressways to accommodate major streans of traffic between the
Nation's major traffic generating areas; and the two nunbered systens wil |l
conpl ement each other. Alarge extent of the Interstate systemis devel oped
on new | ocation. Those sections where the Interstate systemis devel oped
over an existing U. S. nunbered route, boththe U. S. andthe Interstate system
shi el ds and route numbers shall be used to nmark those sections which are
coincident. therwise, it is assuned that in the majority of instances the
U.S. markers and numbers will remain on the routes as now established or
as deternined by subsequent Standi ng Conmittee on Hi ghways action, as new



constructi on makes avail abl e new and better routes.
SPECI AL ROUTE DEFI NI TI ONS

In connection with the U S. nunbering plan, as evolved and perfected, it
has been found necessary and expedi ent to recogni ze and est abl i sh "Busi ness
Routes," "By-Pass," "Alternate Routes," and "Tenporary Routes," whi ch have
been defined as foll ows:

Busi ness Route: A "Business Route" is a route principally within the
corporatelimts of acity which providesthetraveling public an opportunity
to travel through that city, passing through the business part of the city,
while the regul ar nunber is used to obviate passing through the congested
part of the city. This "Busi ness Route" connects with the regul ar nunbered
route at the opposite side of the city limts.

"Busi ness Route" nunbering shall be established by the placing of a standard
stripcarryingthe words "Busi ness Route" onthe staff above the U S. shiel d.

By- Pass: A"By-Pass Route" or a"Relief Route" is aroute whichis established
for the purpose of designating a route which entirely by-passes a city or
congested area and joins in with the regul ar nunbered route beyond the city
or congested area. Thi s enabl es the regul ar nunber to be carried both t hrough
the city and around the city w thout either designation carrying any ot her
sign or lettering showi ng a preference.

The "By-Pass Route" or "Relief Route" shall be designated by the erection
of a standard strip on the staff carrying the U S. shield, on which are
the words "By-Pass" or "Relief Route," as local preference nay dictate.

Alternate Route: An "Alternate Route" shall be considered a route which
starts at a point where it branches off fromthe main nunbered route, may
pass through certaincities and towns, and t hen connect back with the regul ar
route some niles distant. Sinceit ist he purpose of the U S. nunbered system
to mark the best and shortest route available, an alternate route should
be desi gnated only where both routes are needed to acconmodate the traffic
demand and when the alternate route has substantially the sane geonetric
and structural design standards of the main marked routing.

It is recormended that, in cases where an alternate route is marked, the
shorter and better constructed route be given the regular nunber and the
ot her section designhated asthe "Alternate Route." It is further recommended
t hat t he Hi ghway Departnent erect signs at the junction points of the regul ar
and alternate routes giving the distance between the cities or points
concer ned.

The State Hi ghway Departnments i nvol ved i n the establishnent of "Alternate"
rout es shal |l adopt t he sanme procedure with the Standi ng Conmitt ee on H ghways
of the Association as applies to the creation of a new route.

The "Alternate Route" shall be marked by the erection of signs bearing the
same U.S. nunber as the regular route and above the shield shall carry a
standard strip with the words "Alternate Route."



Innoinstance should an alternate routing be used for the purpose of keeping
an obsol ete section on the U. S. nunbered systemafter a new routing has
been constructed and available to traffic.

Tenporary Route: In the erection of signs for nunbering routes, it is
necessary in sone cases to carry a nunber tenporarily over a road that
ultimately will not be the permanent |ocation of that nunmber. Great care
shoul d be t aken by t he St at e Hi ghway Departments i n seei ng t hat, when nunbers
of this character are permtted, a standard strip carrying the words
"Tenporary Route" shall be placed on the staff above the nunber. This will
obviate nmuch hard feeling when it is necessary to change a nunber to the
permanent|y established route.

The word "Tenporary" on a standard strip above the regular U S. nunbered
shield should also be used where it is necessary to establish a detour

ESTABLI SHED POLI Cl ES

1. The Standing Committee on H ghways of the Anerican Association of
St ate Hi ghway and Transportation Officials shall have full authority
toreviewthe U S. nunbered road systemand t he nunberi ng and mar ki ng
thereof, to nake additions, changes, extensions, revisions or
reductions in said road systemand to revi se the nunbering or marki ng
t her eof .

2. Bef ore approving any addition, change, extension, revision or
reductioninthe U S. nunbered road systemor the nunbering or marki ng
of any U.S. nunbered road, the Standing Committee on H ghways shal
consult the State Hi ghway Departnent of the State or States through
or within which such addition, change, extension, revision or
reduction is |ocated.

3. The State Hi ghway Departnent, by a favorable vote on the adoption
of this program and policy, agrees and pledges its good faith that
it will not erect U S. markers on any road or take down or change
the U.S. markers on any road wi thout the authorization, consent or
approval of the Standing Committee on H ghways of the Anmerican
Associ ation of State Hi ghway and Transportation O ficials,
notwi t hstandi ng t he fact that the changes proposed are entirely within
that State.

4, No additional road shall be added to the U.S. nunbered road system
and no existing U S. road shall be extended except where there is
a definite showi ng of an adequately inproved hi ghway carrying an
established and necessary line of interstate traffic not otherw se
provi ded for by existing U S. routes and for which traffic adequate
servi ce cannot be provided by State route nunbers.

Ext ensi on of present U. S. nunbered routes nmay be nmade only when the
proposed extension is in the general direction of the present route.

Proposed extensi ons shall not be nade when, to do so, it is necessary
to duplicate U. S. routes already established, unless the duplication



10.

11.

isfor ashort distance andtheroutes thendiverge, endingindifferent
term nal points.

No new U. S. route | ocated wholly in one State shall be established.
U.S. routes, less than three hundred miles in I ength, heretofore
established and | ocated whol |y i n one State, shall be elin nated either
by consolidationwithother U.S. routes or by revertingto State routes,
as rapidly as the State Hi ghway Departnent and the Standi ng Conmittee
on Hi ghways of the Anerican Association of State Hi ghway and
Transportation Officials can reach agreenent with reference thereto.

The Standi ng Conmi ttee on Hi ghways shall encourage the State Hi ghway
Departnments in the devel opment of continuous State route nunbers
extending into two or nore States rather than the establishnment of
additional U.S. nunbered routes, and shall encourage the substitution
of continuously nunbered State routes for relatively short U.S. routes
now |l ocated in two or nore States.

No new di vi ded nunmbered (such as U. S. 96Wand U. S. 96E, etc.) shall
be adopted. Existing divided U.S. nunbers shall be elimnated as
rapidly as the State Hi ghway Departnent and the Standing Conmmittee
on Hi ghways can reach agreenent with reference thereto.

Existing U. S. routes shall be consolidated, inproved and shortened:

(a) By connectingtwo or norerel atively short routes i ntoonel onger
rout e,

(b) By rel ocating portions of existingroutes soas to follownewer,
better or shorter roads,

(c) By establishnment of newnunbers foll owi ng, i ngeneral, existing
U. S. nunbered routes but taking advant age of new roads or short
cuts where the changing of present nunmbers is not practical.

A sui t abl e hi ghway | egend, whi ch may be copyrighted, shall be adopted
by t he St andi ng Conmi tt ee on Hi ghways on behal f of AASHTO. Such | egend
wi |l be reconmended for use to all travel map nakers, also for use
by the State H ghway Departnments. This |l egendis to show, inauniform
manner, thesuitability for travel not only of the U S. nunbered routes
but also of State routes.

Any proposal that would exploit the prestige of the U S. nunbered
hi ghway systemto direct traffic over routes that are not the shortest
and best avail abl e between nmgj or control points on the system
especially when it appears to be for the purpose of benefiting
busi nesses | ocated al ong such a proposed route, shall constitute
reason for denying any application to nake such an addition to the
system

Since the U S. nunbered system was established by joint action of
the State Hi ghway Departnents, only those applications for changes
in or additions to the U S. nunbered systemfromthe Menber State
Hi ghway Departnment involved shall be considered by the Standing
Commi ttee on H ghways. Those | ocal officials, organizations, groups,
or individuals interested in a change or in an addition to the system



shoul d contact their State H ghway Departnent and not the Standing
Committee on H ghways. The Standing Commi ttee on Hi ghways shal
consi der only those applications fromState H ghway Departnments that
are filed on the official formand are conplete in all detail to the
degree that the Standing Comrittee on Hi ghways can eval uate t he need
for and adequacy of the proposed route fromthe application form
submi tted and wi t hout arepresentative of the State H ghway Depart nent
appearing before the Commttee to supply additional infornmation

12. No person or group of persons shall be all owed to appear either before
the Standing Committee on Hi ghways or its Special Comittee on U S.
Rout e Numberi ng except in the case of a State Hi ghway Depart nent
requesting reconsideration of an action by the Standing Comittee
on Highways in regard to an application filed by that Departnment.

13. In case a proposed change in or addition to the U S. nunbered system
i nvol ves two or nore States, the proposal shall be given officia
consideration only when all affected State H ghway Departnents have
filed applications to cover the conplete proposal. In the case of
a multistate proposal regarding the Interstate System when one or
nore of the States involved declines to file an application, AASHTO
shal | refer the proposal tothe Federal H ghway Admi ni stration w thout
recomendat i on.

14. No r out e shoul d be considered for i nclusioninthe U S. nunbered system
t hat does not substantially neet the current AASHTO desi gn st andar ds.

15. Any toll highway facility nay be included in the U S. Nunbered System
when it neets all the criteria for inclusion, and when the request
for the marking originates with the official authority having
jurisdiction over the toll facility and the request is directed to
AASHTO and supported by the appropriate Menber Departnent. The word
"Tol 1" shal | appear over the official U S. Route Marker andatoll-free
routi ng between the sanme termni shall continue to be retai ned and
mar ked as a part of the U S. Nunbered System

16. Not wi t hst andi ng est abl i shed policies, AASHTOr ecogni zes t hat Congress
on occasion will establish highway routes, specifying the |ocation
of the route as well as designating the route nunber(s) to be used.
In those instances when Congress designhates a route, the state(s)
affected will follow the established procedures relative to route
nunberi ng.

These purposes and policies, having been anended and approved by the State
Hi ghway Departnments after individual State consideration, the Standing
Committee on Hi ghways of the Anerican Association of State Hi ghway and
Transportation O ficials hereby pronul gates and makes effective these
policies upon the authority of the State Hi ghway Departnents begi nning
Sept enber 15, 1970.

It isrealizedthat thiswirkis acontinuingobligationandthat evenreforns
made evi dent from past experiences cannot be acconplished at once. It is
the judgnment of those to whomthis obligation has been del egated that al



far-seeing citizens will aid the State H ghway Departnents in their efforts
to make this nunbering systemof the greatest use to the traveling public.

In this connection it should be noted that, while additional routes for

U.S. nunbering will be greatly limted, stress will be laid upon the
availability of nmany State nunbered routes for interstate travel. Map makers
will be urged to recognize U S. nunbered roads and wel |l -established State

nunber ed roads as of equal inportance—both to be printedinthe sane col or.



