MINUTES OF THE FIRST ORGANIZATIONAL MEETIHG
OF THE AMERICAN ¥FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Held August 14, 1959

Pursuant to invitation extended by Lamar Hunt of
Dallas, Texas, the firat meeting of the organizing group to
form a new mejor professional football league in the United
States met in the South Imperial Suite of The Conrad Hilteon,
Chieago, Illinois. on Friday, August 14, 1959, at the hour
of 9:00 o'elock in the morning.

There were present:

K. 8. (Bud) Adams, Houston, Texas,
representing himself
E. W. Boyer, Minneapelis, Mlnnesoba,
Presldent of Chamber of Commerce
Spencer Dean, Minneapolis, Minnesota, :f A
representing Jack Maloney o
Gregory R. [illon, Chicago., Illinois,
and Los Angeles, California, attorney
for Barron Hilton
Tom Eddy, Los Angeles, Califormia,
representing Barron Hilton y
Robert L, Howsam, Denver, Colorade, Plpsartes
reprecenting himself
Lamaxr Hunt, Dallas, Texas, representing
himself
Sidney Lathan, Dallas, Texms, attorney
for Lamar Hunt
John Monroe, Jos Angeles, Californis,
representing Barron Hilton 5 ek
Willard Bhodes, Seattle, Washington,
repragenting a group
Max Winter, Minneapolis, Minnesota, q;,l' 7
representing himselfl }
Harry Wismer, New York, New York,
representing himself

Mr. Lamar Hunt was chosen temporary chalrman of the
meeting, and Mr, Gregory R. Dillon served as temporary secretary
and lept the minutes.

The Chairman stated that the first matter o come
before the meeting was brief report on hia activitles leading
up to this first organizational meeting, He Informed the



meeting that he had discussed tha ides of a new provessional
foothall league with everyone present and, in additlion,

Mr, Barron Hilton of Los Angeles, Califormia, who wfortunately
was unable to attend the meeting. Mr, Hunt made i€ clzar that
in forming the new league it was not his intention nor the
intention of anyone he had spolken to about the league To

seak out cliles where frenchises would be located., Hi advieed
the group that the citlies represented at this meeting, a3

well as the individuals representing such eitles, had nll

showym & sericus interest in the organization of the le: zue

and had demonstrated to him the f{inencial and moral retponelbllitvy
of the interested parties in the new league, He furthe:r informed
the group that his basic and preliminary plans with respeci to
the organization and development of the league were based on

the fact that there would be elther a six or elght-team lcague
comprising frenchises in cities being athletic-minded and which
are, in additlon, growing both in population and Industry.

Mr, Hunt went on to stabte that as a result of hiw
preliminary telks with everyone in the room all of the eclb.es
represented had assured him that they were ready to proceeéc
with the establishment of the league with the exeuption of
Seattle, which was decidedly interested and definitely ready
to join ths group, provided it could work oul certaln problexs
1t had with respect to stadium facilities.

He went on to say, however, that even though the
Sgattle group was not ready to definitely commit¢ itself, he
had invited Willard Rhodes to report on Seatile area, and
he was going to eall oan Mr, Rhodes to submit his report firat.

Mr. Rnodes introduced himself aa Preaident of Pacific
Northwest Sports, Ine., originally organized for the speclfie
purpose of attracting %o Seattle a profeaslonal Football
franchise from the National Football League, Ho atated that
he hed with him a letter, dated February 24, 1958, which was
written to Bert Bell, Commiseioner of the Hatiocnal Football
League, epecifically detailing the erganization of hls group,
1ts long range goals, the advantage of a professional football
franchise being loecated at Seatile and the problems which faced
a franchise holder at the outset, HHr, Rhodes stated that in
spite of the apparent advantage of locating a franchlse in the
Pacific Horthwest area beczuse of the growth of population and
industry, the National Football League, without actually refusing
to unt&r%-uin Seattle as a location. nevertheless made no serious
cr consbructive effort to inelude Seettle. He Indicated that the
citizens of Seattle, like other cities in the United States, had
been given the run-around by the Hational Footbell League.



Mr. Rhodes then read the lettor of February 24, 1958,
to the meeting polnting up as be went along that the organizing
group conslsts ol eighteen individuals who are highly respected
throughout the State of Washington, He stated that they were
2ll finaneially sound businessmen who did not intend to rely
upon the businees of professicnal football for their livelihoods.
He stated that two key factors in any move toward obtaining a
franchise for Seattle was the avallability of the University
of Washington Stadium and sufficient capital. Altho capital
is never a matter to be taken lightly, Mr. Rhodes ized
that his felt that 1t was the lesser of their problems.
With respect the University of Washington Stadium, which
seapd 55,000 people, he reported that Governor Albert D,
Rosellini has openly supported the use of the Stadium for
professlonal football, &8 have other civie leadera, He also
emphasized that the press and public sentiment were slso in
favor of uelng the Stadium, but the Board of Regents of the
University must be unanimous in their consent, Mr., Rhodes
impragsed upon the that he and his assoclates were
confident that they ¢ convinee the Board to agree to the
use of the Stadium for professional foctball; however, as of
this date, approval had not been received, and it would be
necessary o taks the matter up again with the Board of Regents.

In discussing the advantages of the Seattle area,
Mr. Rhodes stated that the Seattle Metropolitan Arean consists
of approximately 1,600,000 residents, including Tacoms and the
obther cities lying in the area referred to as ths Puget Sound
Reglon. FPortland was only & matter of two hours away from
Seattls by highway and only a matter of minutes away by air,
In addition, Vancouver, Canada, lies directly tc the North of
Seattle, and this area has not only experlenced a substantial
Eﬂ-ﬂ’ﬁlll in population, but also a tremendous surge of interest

a etice,

He pointed out that the State of Washington is a great
vacatlonland not only during the summer months, but also during
the Fall of the year., This is especially true during the
period of the year of the "Seafair Week", which includes the
Iwmugnfthafmmﬁuldﬂupmﬂmmﬂﬁamm. In
ologing Mr, Rhodes empbasized that the Seattle area not only had
the physical facilities and population for the development of
a major professicnal football team, but elso & keen interest on
the part of the population in all forms of athletics, and he
also emphasized that 1t vas the desire of his group to work
cloBely with the newly proposed American Football League and be
included as one of the originating tesms when the franchises

are approved,



Mp., Hunt thanleed Mr, Roodes for his report and asled
the Secretary to have a copy of the letter ol Fehm{aau,
1958, which lir. Rhodes read at the meefing, attached each
copy of the minutes so that all the principals would receive
& cop¥. MNMr. Hunt then stated that 1t was necessary for the
ﬂﬁﬁlﬂ group to work out thelr problems with respect ©o a
B .,

He indicated that Egnihlr the league would start
with only six teams and add more ab & laber date. Even
though this might pesslbly be construed as weakness 1ln the
league, Mr, Hunt stated that he wanted ©to be certain that when
the lﬂguaacmau:rmfumdnmnrthunrmﬂmtmtmﬂ
would have problems with respect to elther ptadium facilities
or finsncing, Mr. Hunt, however, asgured Mr, Rhodes that
geattle would definitely be included if it was able to give
the rest of the proposed league the assurances that were
required with respect to the stadium {zcillities,

to gain experience for the firat year or two and then return
to San Francisco after that time, No commitmenta, however,
were made to Mr. MoEwan. 'I'('

He stated that as far as Miaml was concerned the ak .
type of population did not seem %o be such that it would J b
support & professional football team, Harry Wismer, however, '
stated that Senator George Smathers 18 interested in the i
development of his state and that if the league wanted to

entertain a candidate from Mlaml, Senator Smathers could pufb

the league in touch with the ri t people. At this point,

however, Mr, Hunt emphasized again that we should not soliclt
pandidates, but if people were interested enough to become &

part of this project, they should contact the new league,

5,000,000, He stated that it was the greatest Metropollban
Area in the United States without a major league baseball



team and that Buffalo would definitely be comsidered not only
because of these facts, but because it was felt that there
should be ancther team in the East to establish a rivalry with
New York. He informed the group, however, that he had not
wanted to include Buffalo in the first meeting since he wanted
%o discuss all of the aspecta of the area with the other
interested parties.

Mr, Hunt then ecalled upon Mr. Adams to report on
the situation in Houston, Mr. Adems informed the group that
within a radius of 100 miles of Houston there 1s a population
of approximate 2,000,000, He stated that Rice University
has a fine s um that was bullt eight years ago and is now
completely pald off, but that it would poseibly be difficult
to arrival at an understanding with the Board of Regents, even
though he 18 close to them, since they are not necessarily inter-
esbed in maldng money and he lmows that =zome of them have
reservations about profeasional athleties,

Mr. Adams went on to state, however, that ln addition
to the faciliftlies at Rice University, there was the Jefferson
High School Stadium, the capacity of which could be inoreased
from its present 32,000 to 50,000 at not too great an expense,

The third altermative was that he felt something
could be worked out with the University of Houston, which uses
the Rioce Universlty facilities and is not happy about doing
a0 whereby the University of Houaston and the new professional
team could together build a new stadium,

In spite of the problems as far as facilities are
conoerned, Mr. Adams is ready to put & team into Houston, He
stated that possibly at the outset Jefferson High School
Stadlum wlth some lmprovements would be adeguate, especially
consldering the fact that the Chicago Cardinals only averaged
13,000 per game during the 1958 season. Mr. Adams informed
the group that he was golng to take the [ranchise on an
individual basis and did not plan to talee in any partoers,

Mr, Hunt then celled on FMr. Robert L. Howsam of Danver.
who represents the corporation lmown as Rocky Mountain Empire
Sporta, Ine, Mr. Hunt in Introducing Mr., Howsam indicated that
he had been associated with minor lesgue baseball and was one
g:ll‘dle individuals spearheading the third major league for

eball,



Mr. Howsam reported that for five years Denver had
been trying to get a Hational Frofessional Football League
franchise, but to no avail, He indicated that geographically
Denver is an excellent loecation, in that the closest large
gity to Denver 1s Kansas Cibty and that the Denver Metropolitan
Ares bas a population of approximately 950,000, He further
pointed out that 85% of the commerical distribution for five
ptates was routed through Denver and that Denver holds the
minor league record for baseball attendance during tha last
ten years, Also Denver, as well aa the surrounding area, 1s
very interested in feootball, whiclh is indicated by the fact
that the University of Colorado averages 32,000 in attendance
for each game, He further inform:d the group that the Denver
Bears Baseball Club has one of the finest stadiums in the
country situated on 22 acres of land + mile from a 3
and in addition his group had acguired 48 additional acres within
cne block of the park, which would be utilized for the purpose
of increasing the paridng faclllties fiom 3,000 to approximately
3,000, He aleo told the group that the capacity of the park
gould be inereased eventually Go 70,000 end that they could
open the 1960 football season with betueen 30,000 &nd 40,000,
In addition, Mr, Howsam reported that the United States Alr
Force Academy wants to play its Saturdsy schedule of foothall
games in the Danver Bears Paric.

M, Howsam emphasized that Denver is a rapldly growlng
alty, that there 18 a great deal of bulldiigz golng on and that
many influential citizens of the community, the Mayor, the owner
of the Denver Trucking Company, former Governor Dan ton
and others, were interested in bringing = mejor football team
to Denver, He assured the group that the people he represented
were ready to commit themaselves to the formation of a second
major profesaional football league.

Mr, Hunt then introduced Mr. William Boyer, President
of the linneapolis Chamber of Commerce and Mr, Max Winter of
Minneapolis Attractions, Inc, and the former owner of the
Minneapolis Lakers, professional basketball team, who were
representing the Clty of Minneapolis.

Mr. Boyer stated that they had & new staedium in
Minneapolis, which could be expanded to seat 22,000 people, and
in the event major league baseball ever came to Minneapolls,
1t could seat as high as 35,000 without tco much remodeling.

He stated that it was designed for both baseball and football
alike, and he emphasized that the Clity of Minneapolis and, for



that matter, the entire State of Hinnesota was very interested
in athletlies, especlally football, The Minneapolls-3%. Faul
area 1ls ap tely 1,300,000, and the 16l-acre tract of land
on which stadium is locabed has four-lene highways on all
pldes of it. He indicated that in addition to himself and

Mr. VWinter, many other leading celitizens, including Mr, Sloglund
and Mr, Jack Maloney, who was represented at this meeting by

M. Spencer Dean, were ready to throw theilr full support behind
the project to bring major professional football te Minneapolis,
Mr, Boyer informed the group that it was their plan to make this
a nim project and obtain the bacldng from as many people as
poeaible,

At this point Mr. Howsam advliged that in his opinion
Ninneepolis has potentially the best stadium in the United
States, informing the group that i1t could easlly be converted into
a triple deck with abzolutely no pillars,

Mr, Hunt then called upon Mr. Wigmer who was
representling New York at the meeting., Mr, W in introducing
himself stated that he had been in professional football for
over 25 years and that he owms 25% of the Washington Redskins
and at one time was one of the three largest stockholders in the
Detrolt Iions,

He stated that Mew York is definitely ready for another
major professional football team, not only because the area can
support more than one team, but because the Glants in his
opinion and in the opinion of cther sports leaders in New York
are on the brink of going downhill &8 & champion team, He
reported that he has & tentative errangement worked out with
the city to obtain the use of the new Flushing Meadows Stadium
which will be ready for the 1961 ssason. For the 1960 season
he plammed to use the Polo Grounds,

Mr. Wismer stated that he was ready to make a commltment
as the lew York representative in the league and that although
he was acting as an individual at the outset; he would undoubtedly
have partners later on, all of whom would be men of high
integrity as well as both morally and finanoially responsible.

Wr. Hunt then stated that Mpr, Barron Hilton unfortunately
could not be pregent at the meeting but was represented with
respect to the Los Angeles franchise by Measrs. John MHonroe,

Tom Eddy and Gregory R. A



Mr. Monroe reported that Myr. Huni had only spoken
to Mr, Barron Hilton about a week prior to this meeting and
that My, Barron Hilton had not had muich of an opportunity to
axplore all the aspeets oi operating a profesaional football
team in los Angeles, He statad, however, that his instrustlon
from Mr, Perron Hilton were to commit Mr. Hilton for the
franchise and further advised the group that Mr, Hilton
contemplated playing all the games in elther the Rose Eowl or
the Coliseum, NKr. Monros emphasizad that Los Angeles has become
a tremendously enthusisstie olby for sperts and that Mr, Hilton
vas very interested in proeseding with the projeck.

Mr, Hunt then addressed himself Go the group and
aaked if everyone in the room was wil tc commit elther
himsel? or the people he represented to formation of the
new lesgue, Everyone present aclmowledged approval; howaver,
at this point Mr, Rhodes relterated that hs wes certaln his
group would go along; however, he would have to withhold a
formal commitment until a later date,

¥Mr, Bunt then stated that 1t was now in ordar to set
up the next meeting, whiech hs felt should be very soon. AfGer
some discussion it was agreed that the second organizational
meeting would be held in Dallas at The Statler Hilton on

Eﬂwa Auzust 22; 1559,

¥r, Hunt then informad the group that between the
adjournment of this meeting and the second meeting everyone
ghould be considering sugzeatilons Tor: (1) Constitution and
by-laws, (2) Individusl problems and detells affecting loeal
areas which should be discuassed, (3) Suggestions as to a
Commissioner and (4) Sush other matters that were of lmportance
in gatiting the new league launched,

At this point it was decided that between the two
mesbings Mr, Dillon end Mr., labthan would prepare an initlal
draft of the constibtution and by-lawa, a5 well &5 an agreement
to bs entered into between all of the partles whereby each
franchsie holder would ccnbwibute initlally the sum of $25,000
maldng a gotal of $150,000, These funds would be held
ascrow untll the constitubion and hy-lawa had been drawn and
acoepbed and thereafter would be utilized for the initial

expenses in establishing the league.



It was further agreed by all concerned that in the
event it was determined subsegueni to the payment of the
funds thet the group should not eed with the establishment
of the leagus, the balance of such money remaining would
be returned on a pro rata basis to the franchise holders;
however, if less than a majordty declded at time to
withdraw subsequent to the payment of the ind $25,000,
all funds contributed by the franchise holders which subsequently
withdrew from the league would be forfelted Go the league. Tha
agreement would alse contain inatruetions to the escrow holder
as well a8 such other provisions agreed upon between the parties.

Mr. Hunt also informed the group that it seemed o
be the consensus of opinion that the name of the new league
would be the Ameriecan Football League unless for some legal
reason such name could not be wsed, Mpr. Dillon and
Mr. Lathan were instructed to determine, 1f posslble, 1f the
name was avallable for use, and Mr. Harry Wismer informed the
group that he would investigate an zation in New York
which supposedly used the name in 195G,

Mr, Hunt then stated that the next matter %o come
bafore the meeting was to issue a press release, Afber scme
disoussion it was unanimously decided that = press release
should be prepared for issuance to all of the Chicage nswe-
papers, as well as the wire services and television and radio,
The release was written and approved, and a copy of same 15
attached to these minutes,

There then followed a general discusslon of various
matters affecting the formetion of Ghe league, and special
consideration was given o the question of & performance bond.
Mr, Hunt, after some dlecussion, suggested that any Purther
discuseion be held in abeyance until the next meeting, at
which time the question would again be consldered.

Mr, Hunt then called upon Mpr., Harry Wismer to report
briefly to the group upon certain discussions that he had In
New York relative to televislon coverage.

M, Wismer stabed that he had & very lengbhy and,
in his opinion, valuable meeting with the Preaident and Sports
DMrector of ABC~TV, He stated that ABC-TV im extremely
interested in working closely with any new professional football
league that might be organized not only with respect to



televising games on a sectional basis, but alse possibly
televieing on & network basls the leapue games played in New
York inasmuch as Mr, Wismer felt that because of the lack of
any major college football in the New York area, the New
York professional team could play its games on Saturday
afternoons and televise them naticnally,

Mr. Wismer emphssized that ABC was willing to
gco=pparate fully with our group and that he felt very
optimistic about the possiblility of establishing a very fine
relationship with this network., At this point Mr, Winter
interjected the thought that we should malke no definite deelsmion
with respect to television without conferring with other net-
Wpls, He emphagized that NBC was also dafinitely interested.
Mr, Viemer answered Mr., Winter by informing him that i1t was
not his intention to commit the new league to ABC, and though
he folt personally that ABC could work ocut the best deal;
nevertheleas, NBC should definitely be considered and further
Mr, Thomagen of UPI had informed him that they were decldedly
interested and would even start their own network and bankroll
the televising of games for the new professional football
league, BMr. Wismer concluded with the atatement that he would
report further at the next meeting.

There being no further business to come before the
meeting, upon motlon of Mr, Howsam, seconded by M. Winter, the
meeting was adjourned at 5:15 o'eclock in the afternoon.

Temporary Seoretary



