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Dear Friend of Fisk,
We are pleased to offer you this second 

edition of the FISK Magazine.  Throughout its 
pages you will have the chance to learn about 
the outcomes and accomplishments from some 
of our finest alumni, faculty, staff, and students.  
You’ll gain insight into how Fisk has earned a 
reputation for transforming good students into 
great leaders by sharpening their intellectual 
capacity and cultural literacy so essential to 
leadership today.  

In no small way, 2006 was filled with  
many triumphs.  

• �Our incoming class of 2010 averaged a grade 
point average of 3.3 with an average ACT 
score of 22 (29% higher than the African 
American national average). 

• �Fisk now holds the distinction of producing 
more African Americans who go on to earn their PhDs in the natural sciences 
than any school in the nation. 

• �9% of our May 2006 graduates (the maximum allowed ) were inducted into 
Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest and most prestigious academic honor 
society. 

• �Princeton Review ranked Fisk in the top 15% of American colleges and 
universities for the fifteenth consecutive year. 

• �We have expanded our global outreach with service-learning projects in 
Ghana, West Africa and in Brazil.  The West African experience provides 
students with an opportunity to work on a project targeted at assisting HIV-
positive orphans.  

• �Our Fisk Jubilee Singers™, recently inducted into the Music City Walk of 
Fame, have been invited by the U.S. Department of State to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the independence of Ghana. 

We also inaugurated our Global and Community Engagement Lecture Series 
with the former U.S. trade representative Ambassador Mickey Kantor and 
international scholar Dr. Preston King.    

Our faculty and administration’s effort to promote scholarship, research, and 
values continued with the inauguration of the Exceptional Scholars Program.  
This fine group of students is comprised of 19 of Fisk’s nationally ranked first-
year scholars and is supported by the university’s initiative to cultivate their shared 
interest in research and other activities in furtherance of scholarly achievement.  

Please share this publication with young people seeking a challenging academic 
experience steeped in a rich historical and cultural tradition of Fisk.  

Our efforts to keep student learning and development at the center of our 
university are a key part of why Fisk is such a special place. The opportunities 
that our students have to lead, serve, and create new knowledge in the form of 
supervised research are the basis of a paradigm of excellence which will yield 
benefits to the nation for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Hazel R. O’Leary
President, Fisk University  

President O’Leary bestows 
the honors degree on one 
of Fisk’s Phi Beta Kappa 
inductees Darrel Jones, 
during commencement 2006.
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FISK UNIVERSITY’S 
VISION AND MISSION

VISION
To be the best small liberal 
arts university in America.

MISSION
Fisk University provides a 
rich academic experience 
steeped in the liberal arts 
tradition. Our faculty and 
students exhibit a passion for 
learning and personal growth. 
We are committed to ethical 
leadership and engagement 
in our local and global 
communities.

FISK Magazine is a publication of the  
Office of Communications and Public Relations at Fisk University. 

Ken West, Vice President of Communications and Public Relations 
615-329-8767 • kwest@fisk.edu

Greg Bryant, Public Relations Assistant 
615-329-8566 • gbryant@fisk.edu.
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On the Cover:
In this issue, student leaders (from 
left to right) Alexandra Armstead, 
Terrica Sampson, William 
Campbell and Brianna Bell share 
their vision and goals as leaders 
of the next generation.

Fisk Sophomore and Women’s Volleyball 
Player Diondra Johnson greets Mr. 
Jimmy Mitchell (’40) along with Ken 
West, vice president for communications 
and public relations. Mitchell is the 
surviving member of the original Fisk 
Football Team of 1936.
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Fisk congratulates and welcomes three 
new members to the board of trustees, 
Mr. Robert I. Hanfling, Dr. Kase L. 
Lawal and Mr. P. Andrew Patterson.

Mr. Robert Hanfling is the President of 
Evergreen Energy Inc. (EEI) in Denver, Colorado. 
EEI refines low grade coals and lignite to produce 
a higher energy, more environmentally compliant 
coal product. A chemical and nuclear engineer by 
training, with an MBA in international trade, Mr. 
Hanfling began his energy career in the 1960s as a 
plant and operations manager for United Nuclear 
Corporation. In the early 1970s, he managed two 
technology venture capital funds.

His government experience includes senior 
positions in the Department of Energy and 
its predecessor agency, the Federal Energy 
Administration, in the Ford and Carter 
administrations. He negotiated major energy 
agreements with the People’s Republic of China, 
Japan, the former West Germany and other 
nations. After leaving the federal government, 
Mr. Hanfling had a wide-ranging career as an 
independent business consultant and corporate 
manager. In the 1990s, he served on the Secretary 
of Energy Advisory Board for eight years under 
three DOE secretaries, and was Chairman of the 
Board for four of those years.

“I welcome the opportunity to be part of the 
Fisk family and to once again be associated with 
President O’Leary.” Mr. Hanfling said. Under 
her guidance and leadership the “DETAILS” 
program and the drive to be “THE BEST” are 
realizable objectives for the University. There are 
no more important responsibilities and goals than 
to expand the educational opportunities for the 
youth of America and the world.”

Dr. Lawal is the chairman and chief executive 
officer of CAMAC International Corporation 
and chairman of Allied Energy Corporation. He 

also serves as a member of the board of directors 
and is a significant shareholder in Unity National 
Bank, the only federally insured and licensed 
African-American-owned bank in Texas. 

“It is indeed an honor and a privilege to serve 
on the board of directors for Fisk University,” Dr. 
Lawal said. “Fisk University has a rich cultural 
legacy based on strong academic traditions that 
challenges students to excel and  assume leadership 
positions in a globalized society.”

As chairman and chief executive officer of 
CAMAC International Corporation, Dr. Lawal 
leads a diverse group of affiliate companies that 
comprise the second largest African-American 
owned company in the United States with more 
than 1,000 employees worldwide. CAMAC’s 
principal business activities include energy 
exploration and production, crude oil/natural gas/
electricity trading, and transportation services.

In addition, Dr. Lawal also serves as a 
commissioner on the Port of Houston Authority, 
the largest foreign tonnage port in the United 
States, and as vice chairman of the Houston 
Airport Development System Corporation, the 
sixth largest international airport system in the 
world. In 1994, he was a finalist for the United 
States Business Entrepreneur of the Year and also 
served on the United States President’s Business 
Advisory Council. He is a graduate of Texas 
Southern University with a bachelor’s degree 
in chemistry and a master’s degree in business 
administration, finance and marketing from 
Prairie View A&M University of Texas. He was 
most recently awarded an honorary doctorate in 
philosophy from Fort Valley State University.

Mr. P. Andrew Patterson earned his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in History, with honors, from Fisk 
University in 1965.  He earned the Doctor of 
Jurist Prudence degree from Harvard University 
School of Law in 1968.  He is Senior Partner in 

Energy and Legal Pioneers 
Join Fisk’s Board of Trustees

the law firm of Thomas, Kennedy, Sampson and 
Patterson in Atlanta, Georgia. 

“I am elated to begin serving as a member of 
the Fisk University Board of Trustees,” Patterson 
said. “Fisk has always provided the foundation 
for young students to strive for excellence in their 
respective fields and to create positive change 
through service.”

He has served as a member of Atlanta’s Legal 
Aid Society, president of the Atlanta Fisk Club, 
a member of Leadership Atlanta; president of 
Douglass High School P.T.S. A., chairman of the 
Georgia State Board of Examiners and president 
of the Atlanta Guardsmen. Mr. Patterson has life 
membership in Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., 
the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, the Atlanta Fisk Club, and the 
General Alumni Association of Fisk University.

Some of Mr. Patterson’s honors include 
Who’s Who in the World, People to People 
Ambassador Delegate to South Africa; Who’s 
Who in America; Who’s Who in American Law; 
and the Amicus Curiae Award of the Supreme 
Court of Georgia.  He and his wife, Gloria, 
reside in College Park, Ga. They are the parents 
of an adult son and daughter.

“It is indeed an honor and a privilege to serve on the board of trustees for Fisk University. 
Fisk University has a rich cultural legacy based on strong academic traditions that challenges 
students to excel and assume leadership positions in a globalized society.”

 —Dr. Kase L. Lawal

Hanfling

Lawal Patterson

inside fisk
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The Honorable Mickey Kantor, former United States Secretary of 
Commerce and United States Trade Representative inaugurated 
Fisk University’s Global and Community Lecture Series on 

November 1st, 2006.
Kantor’s message for the Fisk Family and the Nashville community 

concentrated on the challenges of a knowledge-based, global economy. 
In his presentation, Kantor discussed how the American entrepreneurial 
spirit lends itself well to the emerging global economy. 

“Businessperson after businessperson tells me [what] they need most 
is trained workers.” Kantor said. “It’s beginning to happen, but we have to 
make sure we invest in our most precious asset  human beings.”

Fisk invited Ambassador Kantor as the speaker for the university’s newly 
created Global and Community Lecture Series. The series gives the Fisk 
Family and Nashville community the chance to learn from and dialogue 
with leaders at the forefront of global and community engagement. This 

fall, Fisk has hosted educator and author Dr. Dennis Kimbro as well as 
renowned author, poet, essayist and Fisk Alumna Nikki Giovanni. 

“Our students benefited from Ambassador Kantor’s experience in global 
affairs.  I am certain that they will remain inspired by his commitment to 
public service and free enterprise,” said Fisk President Hazel R. O’Leary.

Kantor, a Nashville native, gained national attention during his tenure 
as campaign manager for the Clinton-Gore campaign in 1992. During 
his tenure as U.S. Trade Representative, Kantor was a leading participant 
in negotiations that created the WTO, NAFTA, the Asian Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Forum. He was involved in the initial steps to 
implement the Free Trade Area of the Americas. Under his leadership, the 
U.S. completed 200 trade agreements. 

Kantor is partner in the international Mayer, Brown Rowe & Maw 
LLP, an international law firm based in Chicago, Illinois. 

Fisk’s Global and Community Lecture Series 
Begins with Ambassador Mickey Kantor

Ambassador Kantor speaks with junior and business major Jefferson Cox (right) following the Global and Community Lecture Series.

Inside Fisk
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Inside Fisk

Fisk’s reputation of academic excellence and rich 
history is expanding globally and attracting an influx 
of international students to the university. 

 For the first time in recent years, the university has a 
record 60 international students enrolled, representing 10 
countries. Fisk is currently in line with the national trend of 
the increasing number of international students enrolled in 
higher education institutions.

Mikheil Miller of Sandy Bay Hanover, Jamaica didn’t 
know what to expect as he headed to Nashville this 
semester, but calls his experience rewarding. 

“I enjoy the family atmosphere, as it’s a lot like being 
at home in a sense,” Mikheil said. “It’s a combination of 
things that make the entire Fisk experience worthwhile. 
Fisk nurtures students both academically and socially. We 
have programs to facilitate such growth to carry on the 
Fisk tradition.” 

While Mikheil said he is adapting to the climate and 
American cuisine, he is also a member of the executive body 
of the Caribbean Student Association (CSA). His goal is 
to help educate others about the Caribbean culture. 

To achieve the goal of increased global and community 
engagement at the university, the Office of Admission 
seeks to recruit students from outside the U.S., said Keith 
Chandler, dean of admission.

“These students not only bring their unique perspectives, 
but allow our domestic students to strengthen their 
cultural competence as they prepare for leadership roles in 
a global society,” Chandler said. “The Office of Admission 

Record Number of International Students 
Vie for the Chance to Become Fiskites

is specifically seeking college prep programs and working 
with our international alumni to identify talented students 
and share opportunities available at Fisk.”

“International students choose Fisk for the same 
reasons as domestic students. Fisk has a reputation for 
academic excellence in an intimate, yet rich educational 
environment,” said Chandler. “The school’s emphasis on 
the sciences is also important.” 

The Boyd House, headquarters for the Fisk International 
Education Enrichment and Exchange Center (IEEEC), 
serves as a hub for many of the international students, 
providing tutoring, academic workshops and opportunities 
to network with others adjusting to America’s way of life.

“Our international students are excellent both 
academically and socially, and we are happy to have them 
here on campus,” said Bettye Shipp. “They are very serious 
and focused on getting a good education.” 

“At the Boyd House we strive to make the students 
feel as comfortable as possible. One of our main 
concentrations involves tutoring,” Shipp said. “We try 
to make sure that our international students meet their 
academic goals of excellence.”

Although Fisk is a whole new world for Mikheil, he 
already recognizes its legacy for excellence and reputation for 
providing students with a balanced academic experience.  

“I would highly recommend Fisk to others as the 
university will provide you with all the information you 
need and so much more,” he said.  

Pictured outside of the newly 
renovated Boyd International 
House are the members of 
Fisk’s International Student 
Association (L to R) 

Ato Wallace 
Shanique Robinson 
Edwina Clarke 
Antoinette Matheson 
Marsha Palmer 
Melinda Robinson 
Tonja Khabir 
Tolulope Fatokun 
Twatasha Kabwe 
Olanrewaju Obadina 
Oluwole Oladele 
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For people who have been called to 
teach, the learning process never ends. 
So, it should be no surprise that, while 
studying at Tanzania’s University of 

Dar es Salaam, Zablon Mgonja decided that he 
would give back to his primary school teachers. 

By teaching them. 
He and a friend tutored them, after which the 

senior pupils took that country’s national exam. 
“And they all passed,” Mgonja says. “They were 
so thankful.” Two of them have registered at the 
university and are first-year students. 

Mgonja’s academic year here at Fisk University 
as a Fulbright scholar is but the latest chapter in 
what he says is a life committed to teaching. 

Resting on his desk in Fisk’s Park-Johnson 
Hall building is a small, hand-carved hunting 
staff. He says Masai men in his native Tanzania 
use such spears and machetes to kill lions, in order 
to prove they are suitable and ready for marriage. 
Mgonja, teaching Tanzanian culture and Swahili, 
comes equally committed – to a mission.

That mission inspired him to apply to the 
U.S. Fulbright program. The U.S.-sponsored 
program enables scholars from abroad to teach 
at American universities, in an effort to promote 
international understanding. 

Fisk’s First Fulbright Scholar

Zablon Mgonja
Sets the Standard for 
Future Global Scholars

After he was accepted to the program, Fisk 
selected Mgonja based on the school’s needs 
and his credentials. He speaks six languages – 
English, Swahili, Chasu, Masai, Shambala and 
Sukuma – and is learning French. 

“The more languages a person speaks, the 
more opportunities they’ll have,” Mgonja says. 
“I’m a man of languages.” His native Kilimanjaro 
is home to more than 125 ethnic groups – he is 
a member of the Wapai tribe – and more than 
100 languages. 

Consequently, he’s shocked by many 
Americans’ comfort with speaking only English. 
“Sometimes there is a need of understanding 
some things beyond your own culture,” he says. 

Still, he has found members of his newfound 
Fisk family to be warm and eager to learn. “The 
people are friendly. When I came here, I found 
students interested in everything I am doing. 
They respond to what I teach. It’s been a very 
pleasant experience. Everyone is interested 
in learning what I’ve experienced. And I like 
learning from them, as well.”

And, he is learning with them, too, here at 
Fisk. Mgonja says some of his French classmates 

also are taking Swahili from him. Is familiarity 
breeding contempt among his classmates? Not 
so, he says with a laugh: “We don’t confuse 
things. They act as grown-ups.” 

His profession has taught him to be flexible, 
to constantly learn and to constantly find ways 
to serve others. 

“Teaching is my passion, so I enjoy doing 
it. Every day, I’m gaining new skills. He and 
nine other Fulbright scholars from Tanzania 
– also teaching Swahili at other universities 
here in America – keep in touch, sharing their 
experiences and strategies. Their plan is to 
return to Tanzania and help improve it. 

“At a certain point in life,” Mgonja says, 
“I’ll build a school. That’s the greatest 
accomplishment I’ll see in life. Getting this 
(Fulbright) scholarship is the beginning of that 
dream coming true.”

Two students, strolling past his office, shout a 
greeting to him: “Habari!” They are asking how 
he’s doing. 

“Nzuri, nzuri!” he shouts after each of them 
in a gleeful response, telling them he is fine. 

“Those,” he says with pride, “are my students.”

Mgonja’s academic year here at Fisk University as a Fulbright scholar is but the 
latest chapter in what he says is a life committed to teaching.  

Fisk Faculty
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In commemoration of Fisk’s 140th year, the University family gathered in Fisk 
Memorial Chapel for the annual opening honors convocation on August 30th, 2006. 
In addition to celebrating a milestone anniversary for Nashville’s oldest University, this 

year’s ceremony centered on Fisk’s new commitment to its values of diversity, excellence, 
teamwork, accountability, integrity, leadership and service (D.E.T.A.I.L.S.) 

Educator and author, Dr. Dennis Kimbro energized the Fisk Family as he reflected on 
the subject, “What Makes the Great Great.” Through a series of entertaining anecdotes 
and lucid accounts of his interviews with many of the current era’s wealthy and successful 
personalities, Kimbro urged students to seek excellence at all levels.

“Most people are satisfied with settling for too little because it’s safe,” Kimbro said. “To 
find your life’s destiny, you must break out of your comfort zone.” 

Kimbro’s popular work, “Think and Grow Rich: A Black Choice,” was published in 
1992. Since publishing the book, he has devoted his life to promoting success strategies 
for African Americans. His work has been featured in the New York Times, CNN, Wall 
Street Journal, USA Today, Ebony, Essence and Black Enterprise. The series, in its various 
editions, have combined to sell over 15 million copies since 1937. 

Honors Convocation also featured brilliance through song as Ms. Kawana Williams, 
Fisk Jubilee Singer, returned to performance with a rousing rendition of “Stand Still, Jordan”. 
With the piano accompaniment of Dr. Phillip Autry, music department chair, Williams 
soared through the melody and lifted the audience to their feet for a standing ovation.

The Fisk Family also witnessed the formal induction of Mr. William Campbell as 
2006-7 president of the Student Government Association. Campbell emphasized the 
importance of accountability, good leadership, and he reminded the Fisk Family of the 
cannon of greatness that the University has produced. He also urged the student body 
to be diligent through teamwork and to aspire to excellence in their academic and social 
experiences at the University.

In his first opening convocation, Fisk Provost and Executive Vice President Dr. Kofi 
Lomotey recognized the institution’s best and brightest achievers. Among the standout 
students, nearly fifty were cited for their dedication to service and commitment to academic 
excellence as Fisk Presidential Scholars. These students have completed 16 or more credit 
hours and maintain a 4.0 semester average.  

Dr. Matthew Kennedy stepped onto the platform to lead the Fisk Family through 
“The Gold and the Blue.” With the precise guiding of Dr. Kennedy’s signature baton, 
the University congealed into one large ensemble and concluded with a roaring cheer 
that demonstrated the joyful spirit associated with Fisk’s latest milestone. For 140 years, 
Fisk University has remained a leader in the world of higher education and global and 
community engagement.

Fisk Commemorates 
140 Years of Service 
and Leadership 
with Honors Convocation Speaker 
Dr. Dennis Kimbro

Dr. Dennis Kimbro, author of 
Think and Grow Rich: A Black 
Choice, urges the Fisk Family 
to stay focused in the pursuit 
of academic excellence.

Students show their approval 
for Dr. Dennis Kimbro during 
his 2006 Opening  
Convocation Speech.

Inside Fisk

“�Most people are satisfied with settling for too little because it’s safe. To find 
your life’s destiny, you must break out of your comfort zone.” —Dr. Dennis Kimbro
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Fifty years after graduating from Fisk University, one of the 
institution’s noted sons returned home last fall with a story and 
lessons to share.

The renowned political philosopher, Dr. Preston King, came 
back to Fisk to teach a course that examines the relationship between the 
world’s rich and poor nations. The topic, given conflicts that play out on 
the world’s markets and battlegrounds, is certainly timely. But this fall was 
the right time for another reason.

“It’s the first time I’ve been able to return,” King said from in his office 
in Fisk’s Race Relations Institute. For some busy alumni, that sentence 
would border on exaggeration. For King, it’s a bit of an understatement. 
For most of the years since graduating from Fisk, King was unable to 
return to the United States from abroad, for fear of imprisonment. 

Not long after he graduated from Fisk in 1956, the draft exemption 
deferment King had received was extended as he pursued a graduate 
degree in London. King says the U.S. board overseeing that deferment 
went from addressing him as “Mr. Preston King” in its correspondence 
to him to merely “Preston,” when the board’s members discovered he was 
African American. He refused to report for an Army physical until it 
resumed the more formal treatment he says it afforded other draftees. He 
was tried, convicted and sentenced for draft evasion in 1961, at which 
time he went into exile in London.

Over the years, King studied at the London School of Economics, 
as well as the universities of Vienna, Strasbourg and Paris. He holds 
honorary professorships and has taught at universities in Nairobi, Sydney, 
Cameroon, Uganda and Fiji. His published works include the renowned 
Federalism and Federation.  

In 2000, King received a pardon from President Bill Clinton that 
allowed the scholar to return to the United States. When Fisk President 
Hazel R. O’Leary invited King to be a distinguished visiting professor at 
Fisk, he accepted. “It’s good to get back,” King said. “It’s a great opportunity 
to go through today’s issues with today’s Fisk students.” 

King wants to see the institution continue to conduct socially relevant 
research. “Fisk is a historical institution,” he says. “It’s one where I grew 
up.” He says such an institution bears a concern for “those people who 
have been least advantaged. It has a commitment to such a community.”

Trade inequities’ effects on less-advantaged people are clear to King. 
“There are many types of perverse trade – migration, the control of labor, 
trafficking in human workers, sex workers, prostitution, and animal skins 
– which are very much illegal.”

“The inflow of migrants leads to the internationalization of labor. How 
far do you let that go?” he asked. King raised the example of a Nashville 
company that might outsource its accounts management to a South Asia 
company instead of a South Nashville one. “It may well be that the role of 
the government has to shift,” King says.

King believes success in the classroom means inspiring students to 
confront the issues of the day – “that people will put their abilities to 
good use, pay attention and think. To the extent that that happens, that 
is a success.”

“I didn’t understand how much of an obligation that advantaged 
and developed countries have to help rebuild nations that face serious 
challenges to their economic and social wellbeing,” said Nicole Battle, a 
student of Dr. King’s. Battle is a senior at Fisk and is a political science 
major. She says she will pursue a degree in law after graduation. “Dr. King’s 
presentation of the material also caused me to be thoughtful about the 
obligations I have, and the ways that I can contribute to positive changes 
in the years to come.”

“Never forget your past,” King said. “It will teach you something.” 

Fisk Welcomes Home
Dr. Preston King
as Visiting 
Distinguished 
Professor

Fisk Faculty

For most of the 
years since 
graduating from 
Fisk, King was 
unable to return 
to the United 
States from 
abroad, for fear of 
imprisonment. 
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Junior Kristin Clarkson (left) 
and senior Stephanie Turner 
(middle) conduct their 
research with the help of  
Dr. Patrick Martin

Biology Professor Dr. Patrick Martin  
Promotes Wellness with Fisk Students 

Now in his second year as professor of biology at Fisk, Dr. Patrick Martin is 
leading the University’s participation in Tennessee’s HBCU Community 
Based Disease Management and Prevention Program. Dr. Martin leads a team 

of higher learning institutions that include Knoxville College, Lane College, Lemoye-
Owens and Meharry Medical College. The universities have teamed up to develop an 
initiative with service learning opportunities for students to become engaged in their local 
communities in the prevention and control of various health disparities.

As project director at Fisk, Martin supervises the $270,000 wellness initiative funded 
by Tennessee’s legislature. He said that he is excited to guide and instruct students on ways 
to educate and interact with the community.

In the first phase of the wellness initiative, students from all academic departments and 
campus organizations at Fisk submitted disease prevention projects and focus ideas. The 
chosen ideas were approved by faculty representatives and the student teams developed 
information for presentations.

“This project was created with the intent of having students engage local campuses,   
communities and religious groups to educate them on proper nutrition and exercise in 
order to decrease the health disparities we see in America,” Martin said.  “In addition 
to education, the program wants to see each HBCU represented on the team begin 
walking clubs, plan better menu options to promote nutrition, and create awareness and 
management of diabetes, obesity and other health disparities in adolescents.” 

Although Martin is one of the newer faculty members at Fisk-that has not stopped 
him from getting involved. He is currently in the process of organizing a biotechnology/
molecular biology laboratory at the University and will continue his research to test novel 
chemotherapeutic agents for their use in the treatment of malignant brain tumors. Since 
his arrival at Fisk in 2006, Martin has helped the biology department in securing over 
$227,000 in grants and has co-authored two publications. His professional affiliations 
include the American Society for Cell Biology, American Association for Cancer Research 
and the Editorial Advisory Board for Recent Patents on Anti-Cancer Drug Discovery.

As an undergraduate at Virginia Union University and a Ph.D. graduate of the 
University of Virginia, Martin is well versed in the challenges to academic preparation 
that accost some students at HBCU’s. As a first-year graduate student, Martin said that 
he had to quickly become acclimated to the modern techniques and research methods 
necessary for success in the natural sciences. Martin knows the value of hard work and 
wants to challenge his students in order to prepare them thoroughly for academic success 
at all levels.   

“I try to teach my students that success is the only option. It’s a competitive world, and 
you must compete for what you want,” Martin said. “I try to instill a competitive work 
ethic for success in any field that students pursue.”

Martin also said that he is enjoying his contribution as a professor and biologist at Fisk 
and wants his work to add to the legacy of the University’s stellar scientists and researchers.

“It’s an honor to be at Fisk,” Martin said. “The science department here has produced many 
great leaders in both the clinical and research sciences. I want to uphold and also advance the 
standard of greatness at Fisk in a manner that is pleasing to our university family.”

Fisk faculty

“I want to uphold 
and also advance 
the standard of 
greatness at Fisk 
in a manner that 
is pleasing to our 
university family.”

—Dr. Patrick Martin
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Inside Fisk

Fisk University has been included among 
an elite group of 15 percent of the nearly 
2,400 four-year colleges and universities 

in the United States. Fisk appears in the latest 
edition of The Princeton Review’s “Best 361 
Colleges” for 2006-2007. This year’s selection 
marks the fifteenth consecutive inclusion of Fisk 
since the publication’s inception in 1992.

“Fisk has a long tradition of transforming 
good students into great leaders,” said University 
President Hazel R. O’Leary. “This designation 
affirms our commitment to excellence. We are 
grateful for the recognition.” 

“We chose schools for this book primarily 
for their outstanding academics,” said Robert 
Franek, Princeton Review’s V.P. of Publishing. 
“We evaluated them based on institutional 
data we collect about the schools, feedback 
from students attending them, and our visits to 
schools over the years.” 

“We also consider the opinions of independent 
college counselors, students and parents we hear 
from and survey year-long,” Franek also said.  
“Finally, we work to have a wide representation of 
colleges in the book by region, size, selectivity and 
character. We also evaluated the schools based 
on institutional data, feedback from students, 
and our visits to schools over the years.”

“We are proud to be recognized by Princeton 
Review,” said Fisk Dean of Admission Keith 
Chandler. “High-achieving students depend 
upon the respected opinions of The Princeton 
Review, and we are pleased to be among the best 
361 universities in the nation.”

To create the final list, The Princeton Review 
surveys 115,000 students who attend schools 
that are nominees for the designation. Each 
chosen university’s profile contains admission 

  �Fisk Selected for  
15th Consecutive Year 
by Princeton Review As  
One of America’s

“Best 361 Colleges”
requirements and academic 
statistics, as well as student 
responses and commentary 
on categories ranging from 
academic excellence to 
campus life.

Fisk students interviewed 
by Princeton Review 
pointed to the impact and 
value that several legendary 
alumni have added to the 
enduring legacy of the 
140 year-old university. 
Students also said that 
the Fisk experience is 
worthwhile because 
of the university’s 
strong commitment to 
academic excellence, cultural literacy 
and preparation for the world of work.

Giving kudos to the service learning 
projects of Fisk’s faculty, staff, and students, 
The Princeton Review also highlighted the 
“motivation and involvement” in community 
based organizations as having critical impact on 
“successful candidacy” for admission to Fisk.

In the fall of 2006, the average incoming 
freshman at Fisk has an ACT score of 21.3. The 
national ACT average for African American 
students is 17, and the overall average is 21.1.

Of the graduating class of 2006 at Fisk, nearly 
10 percent of the class qualified for membership 
in Phi Beta Kappa, the world’s leading academic 
honors society.

A recent National Science Foundation study 
revealed that Fisk produces more African-
Americans who go on to earn PhD’s in the natural 
sciences than any university in the nation.

“We 
chose schools 
for this book primarily 
for their outstanding 
academics. We 
evaluated them based 
on institutional data 
we collect about the 
schools, feedback from 
students attending 
them, and our visits to 
schools over 
 the years.” 

—Robert Franek,  
Princeton Review’s V.P. of Publishing
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FM: Why did you choose Fisk?
William Campbell (Fisk University 

Student Government Association President): 
The way I would answer that question is that I 
didn’t really choose Fisk. Fisk chose me.

That’s a sentiment heard a lot on the yard 
when people talk about why they chose Fisk. 
But, I think that the history and legacy of Fisk  
chose me. 

Alexandra Armstead (Fisk Sophomore 
and WFSK Radio Assistant): My mother’s family 
went to Fisk. I’m the seventh person in my family 
to attend Fisk. So, it’s a tradition for us. 

Mershard Frierson (Fisk Freshman 
Class President): I actually chose Fisk because it 
has a great science program. I’m a physics major, 
and I was drawn in by what the natural science 
program offers the world. 

Brianna Bell (Fisk Senior Class President): 
I also have to agree that Fisk chose me. I had a 
cousin that graduated from Fisk in 1998. When 
I came here for a tour…the moment I arrived on 
the campus, I fell in love with Fisk. It was very 
welcoming, calm and peaceful to me.

Terrica Sampson (Fisk Sophomore 
Class President): Aside from the academics 
and history of Fisk, you can feel the family 
atmosphere. When I came to Fisk as a senior in 
high school, I went into the admission office and 
everybody knew my name. At Fisk, people make 
the effort to get to know you and find things 
that can make you comfortable. Fisk drew me 
near because of the family atmosphere.

FM: Do you see yourselves as leaders 
among your peers?

Sampson: I see myself as a leader. Currently, 
I hold many different leadership roles. I’m 
sophomore class president and also a resident 
assistant in Jubilee Hall. In my role as a resident 
assistant, I believe that I’m someone that the 
freshmen ladies look up to. Coming from their 
various backgrounds and living in our building, our 
ladies are looking for comfort and an authoritative 
figure to show them how a Fisk woman should 
conduct herself socially and academically. 

As class president, I do try to get my classmates 
to become more involved and active in the Fisk 
community. Sometimes students need an extra 
edge [as well as] encouragement. I ask people to 
serve on various boards and committees so that 
they will step out of their shell and become a part 
of the Fisk Family.

Bell: I believe that I have a positive influence 
over my class, and most importantly, I always try 
to model the behavior that I would like to see. I try 
to be the positive energy that other people draw 
from. This year, I hold many different positions. 
I’m always very involved in acts on campus, and 
I try to draw people into campus events. I also 
believe that leadership builds character, and 
there’s a lot of growth associated with it.

Frierson: In serving as the president of my 
class, I have to come up with a lot of creative 
ideas on setting the tone for how things should 
be, and there are certain things that I feel need 
to be achieved.

Armstead: I see myself as a leader although 
I don’t hold any official position on campus. I’d 
like to think that the things I’m interested in, and 
the things I volunteer for, are positive activities 
that I can lead my friends to also partake in. I try 
to lead my friends to spend time helping a fellow 
student or doing work for the radio station or 
any office that needs assistance. I’d like to think 
that I lead people toward opportunities. 

Campbell: I like to look at what I’m trying to 
do on campus through the student government 
as empowerment for all of our students. We 
want to create a culture for students coming 
behind us who are talented visionaries, to have 
the opportunities to see their vision brought to 
fruition. That is the kind of culture that I want 
to create. 

FM: How can your peers become more 
active at Fisk?

Bell: I feel as though some students are not 
motivated, and it’s difficult to find something 
that can motivate them. Many of our students 
have great and wonderful ideas. I’m not sure if 
shyness or an unwillingness to step out of the 
box keeps certain students from contributing. 

However, I would like to see more enthusiasm 
from several of our students.

Frierson: My true vision is to have every 
member of the freshmen class involved in 
something positive. We could have a segment 
of the class involved with outreach to deal with 
community service. We could have another set 
of students involved with what could be called 
“inreach” to deal with more spiritual issues 
among our class. Additionally, we could have 
an “upreach” department to deal with financial 
concerns among the class and to find ways of 
contributing to the well-being of the school. I 
would like to see more people involved. 

Sampson: I would like to see the students 
yearning to learn more about the traditions of 
Fisk. I know many of us respect this tradition, 
and we take time to learn the background of 
Fisk’s landmarks. I think that it’s critical for the 
alumni to continue to come back often to tell us 
about some of the things that went on when they 
were here at the university. Times have changed 
but some of the old traditions can help some of 
our students today. As a result, we would have 
a greater respect for certain celebrations and 
campus events. 

Campbell: It’s imperative to the current 
SGA members to try and create a situation 
where this can happen. There are measures 
being taken to open the government up more to 
the student body to allow initiatives put forth by 
the student body to be realized.  

Armstead: I’d like to see current students 
and alumni invest their time back into Fisk. It’s 
nice to hear alumni talk about what Fisk was 
like when they were here and what things have 
changed. I also think that students, while they 
are in the institution, should put some time and 
effort into making their school a better place 
while they’re still here. They should use some of 
their spare time to try and fix some of the things 
they don’t like. It’s easier when you’re here, and 
it’s harder once you graduate to find time to 
give back to your alma matter. Before you get 
your degree, I think that more students should 
reinvest their time into Fisk. 

FM: How can Fisk retain its position as a 
global and local leader academically 
and socially?

Frierson: One way to get Fisk back to the 
position that it once had is corporate sponsorship 
and also reaching out to the community. We 

Inside Fisk

Leading The Pack: 
Fisk Student Leaders Speak Up
FISK Magazine recently organized a roundtable discussion with five students who have 

distinguished themselves as leaders among their peers. Our magazine asked the students to share 
their thoughts on the importance of leadership and how they feel Fisk has prepared them to 

attain career goals and aspirations. The students additionally expressed their vision for the Fisk Family 
as a whole, and shared suggestions for adding to the university’s global and community outreach.  
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should work toward having more community 
based partnerships with local businesses. All of 
that together can raise Fisk back to the position 
it should have.  

Campbell: Many HBCU’s have challenges. 
Many of the obstacles are similar in nature and 
scope. I think Fisk needs to be at the vanguard 
of thinking outside of the box towards solutions 
to those problems. I think that the current 
administration is doing a good job in coming 
up with creative solutions, and in making some 
tough decisions. Sometimes making tough 
decisions helps to solve problems that have 
existed for a long time. When other solutions 
haven’t worked, instead of trying to recycle 
those same solutions, you have to come up 
with something new. From financial stability 
to academic excellence, Fisk must remain ready 
to develop creative solutions to old problems. 
And in that process, it’s helpful to get the older 
generation’s council on what to stay away from 
and what to repeat.

Bell: I believe that charity starts at home. 
It’s important for current Fiskites and alumni 
to give back. It’s also important to reach out to 
the community that surrounds Fisk, and to have 
our neighbors and entrepreneurs feel important 
and part of the Fisk Experience whether they 
attended here or not. We can get them more 
involved, invite them to events and send them 
“thank you” notes to follow up. We need to get 
more sponsor banners in our gymnasium. The 
wall should be full of them. I believe that if we 
continue to reach out to the community, we can 
get them more involved and motivated. This can 
provide a stronger foundation for the future.

Armstead: We have to ask alumni to tell us 
what they did to make their experiences at Fisk 
memorable. As the current student body, we 
want to improve on the great things in our past 
because we want memorable experiences at Fisk. 
We all came to Fisk for the same reason. We 
want to learn, but also interact with our peers in 
a safe environment. We have to keep that going, 
so that everyone can have an opportunity to 
enjoy Fisk.  

FM: How are your  activities at Fisk 
preparing you to be a complete and 
prepared young citizen?

Armstead: Time management is big 
because Fisk is very small, but in order to get 
things done, you have to do a lot of follow-up. It 
teaches you patience and also how to navigate in 
the corporate system to get what you need done 
in a timely manner. Everything we encounter 
here teaches us to be responsible. No one forces 
you to go to class or do your homework, so you 
have to take that responsibility. We’re learning 
to make important life decisions.

Sampson: Coming into this year at 
Fisk under the banner of “Success is in the 
D.E.T.A.I.L.S.”, I believe that focusing on 
our values is helping the student body. With 
our new international student population 
this year, I see many of our students trying to 
get acquainted. They are discussing cultural 
things like languages and even dances. Many 
students seem to be taking a part in “Success 
is in the D.E.T.A.I.L.S.” I believe that the 
statement is garnering closeness and the zeal 
needed for coming together. I think that 
people are working together to create a 
good experiences. 

At other universities with larger and 
diverse student populations, it’s 
hard to get permission to go 

to the Caribbean Student Union, for example, 
if your heritage is not the same. At Fisk, all of 
these different organizations welcome everyone. 
Diversity allows you to have more options and 
become a well-rounded person in your academic 
concentration and social life.

Frierson: I think that the bridge between 
good reasoning skills and communication is very 
powerful.  In industry, many people can crunch 
numbers but they cannot explain things in 
simple terms. Executives are the ones who must 

understand complex concepts and illustrate 
them through clear communication. As class 
president and as a physics major, I feel that 
public speaking and science are powerful 

as a combination. 

I think that the bridge between good reasoning 
skills and communication is very powerful. . As 
class president and as a physics major, I feel that 
public speaking and science are powerful as a 
combination.  —Mershard Frierson, Fisk Freshmen Class President

Student roundtable discussion participants included (from left to right) Alexandra Armstead, Fisk 
Sophomore and WFSK Radio Assistant; Mershard Frierson, Fisk Freshman Class President (not featured); 
Terrica Sampson, Fisk Sophomore Class President; William Campbell, Fisk University Student Government 
Association President; and Brianna Bell, Fisk Senior Class President.
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For the Past 135 years they have wowed audiences from New York to Berlin with 
their renditions of Negro spirituals. The journey of the Fisk Jubilee Singers dates 
back to the late 19th century as nine of the school’s most musically gifted students 
and their music professor, George L. White, began touring the northeastern 

United States in an effort to raise funds to keep the school from closing its doors.
Despite making their first stop in Ohio to a warmly receptive audience, the singers were 

only able to collect donations totaling less than fifty dollars. In spite of it all, they continued 
to prevail, gaining audience with the elites of the day including President Ulysses S. Grant, 
Mark Twain, Queen Victoria and royal families of Holland and Germany. They sang 
the spirituals such as “Steal Away” and other songs related to slavery and the dark past 
endured by many. 

“Their music was enchanting,” said Dr. Reavis Mitchell, Jr. associate professor of 
history. “This was the first group of college students to take on the task of trying to raise 
funds to save an institution. At that time people didn’t believe that the Negro could 
help themselves. Everywhere they traveled people were astonished because they helped 
dismantle the stereotypical idea of black people. While their music was delightful and they 
were musically gifted, their impact was far more.”

After several successful tours throughout the United States and Europe, the singers 
acquired enough money to secure the future of the university. Those funds were used 
to purchase the present 42 acre campus. Jubilee Hall was built as the first permanent 
building in America for the education of African-Americans and is now designated as a 
national historic landmark.

The internationally renowned a cappella ensemble arranged the music and took it on the 
road, ultimately introducing the world to a new genre that served as the genesis for many 
contemporary musical forms such as rhythm& blues and gospel. Continuing in the example 
set by its famous predecessors, the current 18 voices are students from all different parts of 
the world. Being apart of such an elite group requires more than just the ability to sing, as 
one must be committed and interested in preserving the prestigious tradition.  

  135 Year Tradition with 
 “Walk of Fame” Honors

As the Jubilee Singers celebrated 
their 135th anniversary, they were 
included among the first inductees 
into Nashville’ s Walk of Fame. 
The Jubilee Singers also gave a 
stirring performance during the 
opening celebration for the city’s 
new concert hall,   Schermerhorn 
Symphony Center.

Fisk 
Jubilee 
Singers 

Celebrate 

A delegation of the Fisk Jubilee Singers captured after 
performing at the 1898 American Missionary Convention 
in Concord, New Hampshire. Pictured in the back row are 
Mabel Grant (left) and Agnes Haynes (right). Seated in the 
front are Albert Greenlaw (left) and John W. Work (right).
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“We are continuing the tradition of performing Negro 
spirituals as an art form, while bringing awareness of the 
university to people. One must understand what it means 
to be a Jubilee Singer and the responsibility it carries.” 

— Paul T. Kwami, Jubilee Singers Director

“We are continuing the tradition of performing Negro spirituals as an art form, 
while bringing awareness of the university to people,” said Director Paul T. Kwami, 
who has been the director since 1994. “One must understand what it means to be a 
Jubilee Singer and the responsibility it carries.”

Akua Taylor, a 2005 graduate, didn’t take the opportunity lightly and embraced 
the responsibility and great deal of value that comes along with the task. The 
Milwaukee native was originally attracted to Fisk with hopes of becoming a member 
of the group. 

“I felt a great deal of honor being apart of the group because of the history and all 
that we were called to do,” she explained. “Those shoes (of the original singers) are 
so big to fill and it feels like someone is passing a baton to you and you have to take 
it and run with it. When we sing, the way our voices blend is nothing but God and 
the presence of the originals being with us. It’s really powerful- unlike anything I’ve 
ever experienced.”

Known as one of the first internationally renowned singing groups, the Jubilee 
Singers’ performance for Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace in 1873 gained 
the title of “Music City” for Nashville when, after witnessing the performance, the 
Times-Daily Mirror quoted the queen as saying, “These young people must surely 
come from a musical city.” The Singers’ impact on the music industry, both locally as 
well as international, is still as astonishing today. 

“The Jubilee Singers were the first spiritual group to make recordings,” said Mike 
Curb, chairman of Nashville’s Curb Records. “They defined traditional spiritual 
music, and in addition created the gospel quartet recording technique, which virtually 
defined an entire century of gospel recordings.”

Reflecting on its rich heritage, the chorus continues to make headlines as it 
graces some of the world’s best stages. Next July the Jubilee Singers will travel to 
Ghana to perform throughout the country. The group was invited by the United 
States Embassy to commemorate the West African Nation of Ghana’s 50th year of 
independence from Great Britain. 

“I see this as important because the music the Jubilee Singers sing has its roots in 
Ghana,” Kwami said. “It’s more like taking this music back home for celebration. It 
will be a cultural, historical and educational trip.”

Representing the best of the Fisk tradition, the Jubilee Singers remain as musical 
ambassadors for the university. They symbolize the courage, commitment and 
determination of those brave individuals who saved the then fledgling university and 
established a globally recognized cultural icon in the process. 

 “Considering the legacy, whenever people talk about Fisk University and the roots 
of American music, they have to talk about the Jubilee Singers,” Kwami said.

Printed Courtesy of the Tennessean

Published: Monday, 11/06/06 

Families, fans salute first 
Walk of Fame inductees
By Peter Gilstrap, Staff Writer

After months of preparation, Nashville took its final 
steps in the creation of the Music City Walk of Fame 

on Sunday as the inaugural class of artists was inducted 
into sidewalk immortality.

Among the select handful of honorees were Reba 
McEntire, Roy Orbison, Ronnie Milsap, Boudleaux and 
Felice Bryant, Maestro Kenneth D. Schermerhorn and the 
135-year-old institution that is the Fisk Jubilee Singers.

“This is a special day,” said Mayor Bill Purcell. “In fact, it 
really doesn’t get any better in any city than it does right here 
in this place today. … This first class of inductees represents 
in a perfect way the diversity of our music and why we are 
Music City. … This Walk of Fame is forever, just like the 
music and the musicians we honor here today.”

A roaring crowd that numbered well into the hundreds 
heartily agreed. The fans showed up to squeal for Reba and 
shout for Ronnie and last minute addition Hank Williams 
Jr., who arrived to pay passionate tribute to Orbison. (Post-
speech, Bocephus was mobbed by a gaggle of worshippers. 
He finally broke free, shouting, “It’s beer season! Got to 
go!”) All the excitement occurred in Hall of Fame Park and 
was presented by founding sponsor Gibson Guitar, Great 
American Country, the city of Nashville and Metro Parks.

Roy Orbison Jr. was on hand to honor his father along 
with Barbara Orbison, wife of the late singer.

“I love it,” gushed Junior. “We’re right in the middle here. 
This is just a beautiful location. I’ll bring my kids and my 
grandkids down here someday. The permanence is what I 
like. It’s just fantastic.”

This was Reba McEntire’s second star; she has one 2,000 
miles west, on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

“That’s a huge honor,” she acknowledged, “but I think this 
is even bigger because Nashville is my home, and music has 
been my livelihood all my life, and it’s more near and dear 
to my heart. To be here near to the Symphony Hall and 
close to the Country Music Hall of Fame — two wonderful 
representations of different types of music but the music 
that Nashville loves — is very special to me.”

A highlight of the presentation was the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers’ rendition of “Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?” 
which showcased the vocal prowess of coloratura soprano 
Kawana Williams.

“I’m excited and flattered at the same time, but you know 
what? It’s not something that we deserve as the present 
group. It’s something that the old group deserves because 
they worked so hard for it,” she said.

“If it hadn’t been for them, we would not be here.
“The old singers, they went through so much to get 

us where we are today. They had to endure racism, they 
didn’t have enough clothes in the wintertime, they didn’t 
have food, they didn’t have housing. They probably barely 
had enough money to open Fisk, but being that they did, 
we owe so much to them, and this is more than an honor. 
I’m pretty sure all the other singers that went before us are 
smiling right now.”

By the turn of the century, the Jubilee Singers had established themselves 
in concerts locally and abroad as they brought attention to the Negro 
spiritual as the basis for America’s emerging forms of popular music.

15	 Volume 2 Issue 1	 March 2007

•3-news.indd   15 4/25/07   6:39:08 PM



 In 1975 I began taking students to West Africa--primarily to Ghana--and we are 
currently planning to take students to West Africa in the summer of 2007.  W.E.B. 
Dubois spent his last years in Ghana and there is a W.E.B. DuBois Memorial Centre for 
Pan African Culture there. Scholars from all over the world come to the Centre to study.  
We look forward to taking our students to visit the last home and final resting place of 
DuBois, someone who was once in their place who went on to have a significant impact 
upon the world. 

 Invariably when I take students to Africa they see the many cultural similarities.  There 
is a certain value in sharing with people who look like you in other parts of the world, 
especially in the cradle of civilization, Africa.   

Q: How would you define your role as Fisk University’s Provost?
Many people inside and outside of the academy don’t know what the provost does.  

The provost is the chief academic officer and is responsible for the academic programs, 
faculty hiring, professional development and dismissal.  In addition, the provost is 
responsible—with the faculty—for the curriculum of the institution.  Typically the 
provost’s responsibilities include other areas and at Fisk my office is responsible for 
the management of the University Galleries, the library, student life, and institutional 
assessment.  I highlight student life because it’s impossible to talk about academic excellence 
without addressing the cultural, social, spiritual and social development of students.  They 
are most certainly linked.   

Q: What attracted you to desire to become provost at Fisk University? 
I was aware, of course, of the history and traditions of this great institution.  When I 

had an opportunity to sit with President O’Leary I became intrigued by the possibility 
of working side by side with her to help to take Fisk to the next level.  The institution 
has been challenged quite a bit in the past 10 to 15 years with regard to stability of the 
administration and fiscal demands.  

Like many small liberal arts universities Fisk has had its financial challenges but our 
situation is improving.  I’ve been impressed by a student population that is conscientious, 
hardworking and focused.  One of our biggest challenges is to bring our faculty salaries on 
par with other comparable universities.  President O’Leary and I have made this a priority.   

It’s been a good marriage and I am certain that it will continue to grow.

Q: What is the best way to gauge merit among the faculty?    
It’s really about acknowledging those who go above and beyond the call of duty.  Those 

faculty members who really produce in terms of research and publications, grants, 
teaching, advising, and/or service are certainly deserving of greater remuneration.  Another 
important part of faculty performances is what I refer to as good citizenship.  It’s not in 
our job descriptions, but it includes things like showing up for our scheduled office hours, 
turning in grades on time, attending faculty meetings and being punctual and prepared for 
our classes.  These are important faculty responsibilities.

 

Q & A with 
Dr. Kofi Lomotey

The editors of FISK 
recently sat down with 
the University’s Provost 
Dr. Kofi Lomotey. Dr. 
Lomotey shared his 
thoughts on the importance 
of preparing students to 
become globally engaged 
and on bridging the gap 
between students and 
administrators.

Q: What is Fisk’s role in the education  
of today’s scholars?

Our most important responsibility as educators is 
to encourage our students to think critically.  It is also 
important for them to be able to assess a situation, evaluate 
the pros and cons and make decisions in their own interests.  
We have a responsibility to increase our students’ thirst for 
learning and to encourage them to want to explore a wide 
array of areas.   

 As a strong liberal arts institution we must encourage 
students to view the world from a transdisciplinary 
approach rather than a narrowly focused, single disciplinary 
approach.  That’s the potential that we try to achieve 
through our core curriculum.  And as we move forward 
as a university, we have to make sure that we are doing all 
that we can to provide the continued training for faculty 
that will enable them to stay on top of their fields.  Only 
in this way will they be able to serve as role models for our 
students, enabling them to become more critical thinkers. 

Q: What is your philosophy regarding 
international learning and research? 

Education has to be a lifelong process and students have 
to be active participants in their education.  Education is 
a two-way learning experience.  It’s not a banking system, 
as some scholars have suggested, where information is 
simply deposited into students’ minds—to be regurgitated 
or withdrawn on demand.  We have to provide the type of 
learning experiences that extend beyond the classroom.  As 
an undergraduate student, some of my most memorable 
learning experiences did not occur in the classroom.  I 
attended powerful lectures by prominent individuals, 
viewed films and attended community events.  Perhaps 
most important were the experiences I had traveling 
internationally.  We can talk with students about the value 
of traveling abroad but they’ll never fully understand it 
until they do it. More than anything else, travel expands 
our world view and our understanding of people, places, 
and things.   

 To supplement that global perspective, we’re fortunate 
here at Fisk to have an environment that is small and 
familial so as to let our students experience education 
both in the classroom, and also in outside settings with 
administrators, faculty, and peers.   

 I’ve traveled in Europe, Asia, and extensively in West 
Africa, primarily to Ghana but also to Togo, Senegal, 
Benin, Nigeria, the Canary Islands, Ivory Coast, Liberia 
and Liberia. 

16 Fisk 	 The Off icial  Magazine of Fisk University	 G i v e  o  n l i n e  at w w w. f i s k . e d u

•3-news.indd   16 4/25/07   6:39:15 PM



Q: 
What messages 
should we Emphasize 
to our students  about 
academic excellence?  

It is very important to 
us that students strive 
for academic excellence 
and by that I mean, 
in part, we want to 
challenge them to think 
that getting “Cs” and 
“Ds” is not all right.  We 
should constantly point 
out to students that their 
success (academically) at 
Fisk is directly linked to 
their success once they 
leave this institution.

Q: As provost, what is your strategy for 
addressing the needs of faculty members?

I understand how important it is to have a good rapport 
with your faculty.  One thing that I have begun to do is 
have one-on-one meetings with faculty members in their 
offices and, in many instances, they’re shocked.  That type 
of interaction is essential in developing substantive two-
way communication.   

 There are several key elements to supporting our faculty.  
In addition to striving for effective, two-way communication, 
we have to continue to cultivate and support leadership in 
the various academic areas.  I think it is important for a 
provost to understand and acknowledge the foundation 
that faculty give to the whole academic enterprise.  We have 
the responsibility to provide this faculty all that they need 
in order to be successful in the classroom. 

Q: How do we make students more 
comfortable in their interactions with 
professors and administrators?

The more I interact with students on a daily basis, the 
more it reinforces my commitment and the more I gain 
insight into their perceptions of reality. I emphasize to 
them that I’m just a regular person.  That’s important 
because students tend to see senior administrators as off 
limits or unapproachable.  Students ought to be able to 
benefit from the experiences of the people who provide 
leadership for the organization. 

 

Q: As an educator, do you have any plans to teach a course at Fisk?
I still enjoy teaching and look forward to returning to the classroom to teach a class in 

the future. 

Q: Why is teaching during this stage of your career as a scholar and 
administrator important for you?

It is important because of the feedback that I gain and the opportunity for students 
to have regular contact with a role model.  Moreover, as the leader of the faculty, it is 
important that I lead by example.  The insights gained from teaching will aid me in better 
providing for faculty so that they can do the best job possible in educating our students.

Q: What are African American students’ major responsibilities in 
preparation for becoming global leaders and agents for positive change?

I think students have three responsibilities: Study, agitate the system, and take care of 
their bodies.  Students have to study in order to be successful academically.  And beyond 
that, they must study about themselves, their people, and the relationship between their 
people and other peoples.  And that’s the most difficult part of study because it s rarely 
included in the curriculum.   

 As long as people are discriminated against based upon the amount of money they 
have,  their gender, race, height, degree of perceived beauty, and other forms of illegitimate 
exclusion, we all have a responsibility to agitate the system.  Students can do this by being 
active in student government, by tutoring, and by participating in other activities like 
volunteering in hospitals and mentoring young children.    

Lastly, we must emphasize to students the importance of taking care of their bodies, 
by being aware of what they put into their bodies and basic diet and nutrition and by 
exercising on a regular basis.  And if they don’t take care of their bodies, studying and 
agitating the system will be difficult, if not impossible.
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FM: �What environment did you encounter when you came 
to Fisk?

NG: I was an early entrant. It was very exciting, and Fisk was quite 
beautiful. That was 1960 and it was the beginning of the sit-in movement. 
So, it was very exciting to be at Fisk University at that point. As you know, 
the sit-in movement in Nashville started with Tennessee State students, 
but they started getting kicked out of school, and because Fisk is private, 
the Fisk students like Dianne Nash and John Lewis took it up. So, it was 
a very exciting time to be in Nashville. 

FM: �Do you see the Civil Rights Movement as a grand 
historical moment or as the chance to right a wrong?

NG: I think that there was a desire to right a wrong…but righting 
a wrong if you’re black makes it a great historical moment. There was 
a French teacher at Fisk during that era, John Cotton, and he was a big 
supporter of the students. Not all of the faculty and administrators were. 
When the first students came back from being arrested and in jail, Mr. 
Cotton welcomed the students back at the oval at Jubilee Hall. That 
was a big thing. Roger Askew, in the music department, was another big 
supporter. There were other members that were supporters, but those are 
two that stand out in my mind. 

Fisk has always been a leader. With the problems that Fisk has 
encountered over the last couple of decades, people forget what a [great] 
leader Fisk is and how important it is for Fisk to be in the forefront. 

FM: �Is it possible to separate yourself from your 
experiences? 

NG: I am an East Tennessean by birth. In the eastern part of the state 
we have a great storytelling tradition. The best story to tell is the one that 
you’re living. Not just me, but a lot of us that came out of that era [feel 
similarly.] Fisk has produced a number of great writers. David Levering 
Lewis is a great writer. John Hope Franklin, who was a Presidential 
Medalist, is a Fisk graduate. 

My experiences informed some of the stories that I wanted to tell 
because it’s who I am. I’m a story teller. 

FM: And you’re also a professor?
NG: Well, yes. That came late in life. Having a real job came late in life. 

(chuckles) I would recommend [doing] it that way. A lot of people say, ‘I’ll 
get a real job and then when I get to be sixty, I’ll retire and then I’ll write.’ 
I would recommend [doing] it the other way. 

A Dialogue 

w i t h N i kk  i 
Giovanni 

Fisk alumna, award-winning poet, essayist and educator Nikki Giovanni is one 
of the dynamic voices of our time. In this recent interview with FISK Magazine, 

Giovanni shares her observations and advice to the Hip Hop Generation, her 
various influences as a writer, and the impact of Fisk on her development.
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When I was at Columbia working toward my MFA 
degree, I completed my first book, “Black Feeling, Black 
Talk.” It was a small book that I published myself. It was 
well received, but I think a lot of people in the academic 
world didn’t take it seriously. Columbia didn’t take it 
seriously. Every time that I get invited to speak at Columbia 
now…which reminds me…they owe me a degree.

(Laughter)
NG:  They do. It’s a two-year program. We had the 

two years so that we could, in fact, write [our] book. But, 
I wrote [my] book in one year. So I figured, ‘Give me my 
degree and I’m going on.’ 

For me the whole point [of the first book] was to 
capture the age at the beginning my career. And, it’s 
been a long career, at this point. At the beginning of 
my career, my objective was to give a voice to a people 
without a voice. I don’t think that’s necessary now. I think 
that Black America has found a voice. I think that today, 
among the great practitioners of that voice, is the Hip 
Hop Generation. 

FM: �You’ve found affinity with one of the 
largest figures in Hip Hop the person of 
the late Tupac Shakur.

NG: Tupac was a wonderful young man. I didn’t know 
him [personally] but, when he was with the group Digital 
Underground, he gave me a shout-out. I was aware of 
Tupac because his mother, Afeni, was a Black Panther. 
She had been arrested, and we were all aware of that. We 
did fundraising and a lot of other things to help resolve 
that situation. 

I wanted to make sure that my generation recognized 
and respected the kind of genius that [Tupac] brought. 
The two people that I most worried about as “the little old 
lady looking at the younger generation” were Prince and 
Tupac. Prince did, in many respects, escape the horrible 
things they had for him. On the other hand, we lost his 
music. It’s just nowhere near what it was when it began. 

FM: �The title of genius is probably not 
something that a lot of people from your 
generation would bestow upon Tupac.

NG: Well the reason is that they would listen to what 
people were saying about him and not what he was saying. 
That’s always a mistake. [My generation] might say ‘Those 
guys are always cursing, shouting at people and saying mean 
things’, but they were saying important things. Thank God 
for Kanye West, because he is saying important things. 
We miss Tupac because a lot of music has gone to “shake 
your booty” and you do get tired of that. 

FM: �There are very few artists who have this 
kind of resonance after their passing.

NG: Yes, but he was a tender man. I spend time with 
some of our emotionally disturbed youngsters and they 
can hear that in Tupac. Afeni has been very kind and 
she’s sent me a lot of c.d.’s and I give them away if I’m 
visiting hospitals and things. And, I watch the kids and 
how people respond to [him.] He was a very important 
young man.

FM: �What do you tell young adults that aspire 
to levels of greatness?

NG: I remind them that when they look at great 
artists, whether they’re examining Tupac Shakur or 
William Shakespeare, that no one aspired to be great. 
That’s one of the real problems of [the young] generation. 
They think, ‘I want to be famous, and I want to be rich’. 
If you look at Shakespeare or if you look at Tupac, they 
just wanted to say something important. They knew 
that telling the emperor he has no clothes is a dangerous 
thing. Shakespeare did not get killed but a lot of artists 
did. In our day, a lot of artists are in jail. Look all over 
the world. In Africa, Asia and Chile, many artists poets 
and painters are being arrested and jailed. That’s why 
P.E.N. [organization to protect the freedom of poets, 
playwrights, essayists and novelists] exists, and we have 
guilds that try to keep track of what’s going on with 
artists because it’s a very dangerous position to be in for 
young people. When you get old nobody listens to you 
anyway, so I can say what I want to say, but it was a very 
different situation when I was twenty-five. 

FM: Is there is a different interest in agitation 
when you compare today’s generation with 
previous ones?

NG: I think so, but I have a lot of faith in the young 
generation and I’m a big supporter of the Hip Hop 
Generation.  I think that the young people are doing 
the next step. That’s not everybody, but the next step is 
the business end. So, I am a big fan of Puffy because he 
has flipped his palate and his money into expanding the 
culture. “Vote or Die” was wonderful, but what I think is 
equally wonderful was “A Raisin in the Sun”. The point is 
that no matter what you do, somebody’s going to laugh at 
you. But, he brought back an important play and Lorraine 
Hansberry to a group of people who had not seen it. He 
brought people to Broadway who had never been to a 
Broadway theater because they didn’t feel welcomed. 
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FM: �What should young artists study to help 
them create new, relevant works? 

NG: Well, young writers have to read. There’s no 
getting around that. Spoken word artists have to listen 
to the spoken word. [Young artists] are sampling each 
other. It would be good if they would read more and 
delve deeper into the written word. Many people don’t 
realize that Aesop was a slave and a black man. He was 
writing out of a desire to not have to be in the fields. A lot 
of people don’t realize that Joel Chandler Harris, who is 
responsible for Uncle Remus, went to a cabin and listened 
to an old black man tell stories to his grandchildren. 
And, [the youth] have to realize that white people often 
sampled our culture and claimed it as theirs. A lot of black 
youngsters shy away from it thinking, ‘It’s not speaking to 
me.’ But, they need to go back and [research] the origins.

FM: �Who are some of your creative influences 
that you would recommend to young 
artists?

NG:   All culture is in this mixing bowl and we’re all 
baking a cake. I listen to the young people just as they 
listen to me. There are times when I’m going to stop 
and write a poem for Tupac. I didn’t write a poem for 
[Notorious B.I.G.] because I didn’t feel that close to 
[him] but that doesn’t mean that he’s not important…I 
can only [reflect] me, and I hope that other people do 
other things. One of the things to always remind people 
is that you have to listen to everything so that you can 
sift through it and make up your mind what is useful to 
you…John Coltrane was a great musician, but he also 
read poetry. Coltrane was a deeply spiritual man, too. All 
of these things come into play.

I do remind people, no matter how you feel about it, 
you should go to church every now and then. The music 
is fantastic, especially in the Holiness Church. If you were 

interested in being a rapper and you said to me, ‘Nikki, 
what do I need to do?’ I would say to [visit] the Holiness 
Church. It’s that preacher who is delivering your message. 
That’s where it comes from. So, you have to go back and 
say, ‘What’s the source?’ Then you have to learn how to 
do that. Now, he’s talking about one thing, and he might 
be talking about something you may not be interested 
in. But, he has your rhythm, he has your beat, he has 
your delivery and he struts on that stage. He does what 
you want to do, and all the good emcees are going to do 
exactly what he’s been doing. 

FM: �Is there a message of hope or inspiration 
for young Fiskites?

NG: First of all, you’re at a great institution. Like 
anything that is great, it’s so easy to overlook it because 
you’re there and not seeing the history. Fisk is very 
meaningful, and like every other institution, Fisk has 
made some adjustments. People like me and some of the 
alums need to be a part of making a difference and some 
adjustments for the future. The idea of a small liberal arts 
college is extremely important. 

The Fisk Experience has to continue. Although we 
educate proportionately fewer people, we send more 
people to grad school. Whatever we’re doing in these 
small institutions, we’re doing right and we must continue. 
We have to be concerned with how to insure that this 
experience remains for our children…Kids can go where 
they want to go, but the reality is that Black America 
needs to continue to have small liberal arts colleges. That 
doesn’t mean that white people can’t come, because we’ve 
[always] been integrated. It’s the other schools that aren’t. 
If we had not had the group that is now known as the 
United Negro Colleges, there would be no integration of 
colleges, because there wouldn’t wave been any reason.

FM: �What new projects are you working on?
NG: I’m working on three books. My mother died in 

2005. While I was sitting with her, I did what writers do. 
I wrote. Ultimately, two books came out of it. The first 
book will be called Acolytes. The other is called, “On My 
Journey Now” which is a look at the spirituals. I have 
page proofs on it and I’m going to be bringing it with 
me to Fisk. The Fisk Jubilee Singers are key elements in 
saving our University and a genre that everybody tried 
to suppress. Those spirituals are the testament to the 
greatness of our people in slavery. 
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In the subsequent years following her graduation, Nikki Giovanni 
has returned to her alma mater in various capacities to inspire 
new generations of thinkers.
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Fisk faculty

Dr. L. M. 
Collins is a 
lifelong learner, 
educator, and  
aficionado of 
literature. 

The Living Legacy  
of the Harlem Renaissance:

Dr. L.M. Collins
He joined the Fisk University faculty in 1945 as a professor 
of English, teaching courses that have included all levels of 
composition and African American Literature. His course on 
the Harlem Renaissance featured his monograph “The Harlem 
Renaissance Generation.” Dr. Collins’ students have included 
Fisk Chairman of the Board of Trustees Reynaldo P. Glover, 
Fisk President Hazel R. O’Leary, as well as renowned poet 
Nikki Giovanni.  

Dr. Collins has three advanced degrees (A.M., Fisk 
University; M.S.L.S., Case Western Reserve University; 
Ph.D., Case Western Reserve University) and has pursued 
further study at the universities of Havana, Oslo, Florence and 
Madrid. He continues to learn more about the interrelationships 
of the world’s citizens through literature. 

Recently FISK magazine sat down with Dr. Collins and 
asked him about key historical figures in his Fisk Experience 
and his steadfast commitment to teaching while providing 
inspiration to generations of Fiskites.

Apart from being a longtime faculty member and mentor, Dr. Collins reviewed books for the 
Tennessean, edited Listen Lord, a compilation of Jubilee Day prayers, meditations, tributes and 
testaments of faith by Fisk students, as well as publishing One Hundred Years of Fisk Presidents.

Origins and Introduction to Fisk
I first became associated with Fisk through James 

Weldon Johnson. I was interested in his guidance in 
creative writing. He advised me that he would be at Fisk 
and could counsel me. I was happy to do as he advised in 
that I have a keen appreciation for the African American 
authors (particularly as Johnson) since he was a potent 
force in the Harlem Renaissance. Another influence is Arna 
Bontemps, who was chief librarian for twenty-two years, 
as well as author of books for the younger reader. Johnson 
and Bontemps gave me entrée into meeting others of the 
Harlem Renaissance including Alaine Locke, Langston 
Hughes, Zora Neal Hurston and Sterling Brown.

Mr. Bontemps, himself an author, knew everybody on 
a first-name basis and corresponded with many. He and 
Langston Hughes had been the great promises of the 
Renaissance. My knowing him was an introduction to 
knowing and meeting these great writers. Through Mr. 
Bontemps, I became an associate of Margaret Walker. 
Bontemps and I invited her to come to the campus and 
talk to the students. She was a forceful public speaker 
and the author of the popular poem “For My People” 
and of the novel “Jubilee”. Margaret Walker was a teacher 
at Jackson State College and brought her interest in the 
African American students’ awareness of the very strong 
contributions of black authors to the literary scene. She 

especially enjoyed her visits to Fisk where she said that the 
students inspired her with their very active reception of 
her as a person of color. 

All of this leads me to observe that I know Fisk as a 
source of inspiration to be as strong and as sharing as a 
professor must be. 

On “The Soul of Fisk University”
As any one of my students will certify, I am dedicated to 

the proposition that the university library may be defined 
as the soul of Fisk University. I honor the special mission 
of the librarians here as particular servants, teachers and 
preservers of the library and its system, through the long 
years of my service. I have maintained a cart of items from 
the Special Collections for use by students eager to learn 
whatever is presented for the preservation of the black 
experience and inclusive of the Harlem Renaissance. 

They are the forces that define that soul constantly and 
insist that it be honored by everyone though everyone 
is not interested in the function of library. Sadly, many 
Americans do not want to read. It behooves those of us 
interested in the written communication of ideas, as well as 
in learning, to impress upon younger Americans to accept 
the mission and to lead younger citizens into strengthening 
their ability to communicate.

On “The Joy of Teaching”
My joy comes from being successful with a few who honor 

my mission and become disciples of learning. It is a joy when 
I discover that a particular student who had to discover the 
importance of books and reading as part of the factors in 
the learning process has achieved their goals and becomes a 
complete citizen in our society.
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With the help of the Fisk Family and a 
growing contingent of community 
supporters and volunteers, 88.1, 

WFSK-FM has become one of the freshest 
alternatives and popular choices among radio 
listeners in the Nashville area.

“Educating the students and keeping the 
community informed are paramount to the 
University,” said Sharon Kay, station general 
manager and host of the city’s highest rated 
Sunday morning talk show “What’s The 411?”

Since 1973, 88.1 WFSK-FM has been the 
only non-commercial African American owned 
FM radio station in Nashville, Tennessee. In 
2005, the station became a PRI affiliate and 
features smooth jazz, talk programs, and multi-
cultural programming.

With Kay and WFSK Program Director 
Xuam “X-Man” Lawson’s arrival, the University 
is building a stronger management and 
technical infrastructure, has increased student 
involvement, and has boosted community 
outreach. The new leadership team has directed 
and supervised the station’s complete renovation 
and has moved to the forefront of radio 
technology with the addition of a new, computer 
automated broadcasting system. Since the duo’s 
arrival, WFSK rose from 47th in the Nashville 
market of 52 stations to the 18th position. 

“Fisk University is one of the most respected 
educational institutions in the United States, 
and it’s our goal to make the radio station as 
equally respected”, said Kay. 

New and old listeners are proclaiming their 
support for the station and radio industry 
insiders are taking new interest in WFSK. In 
the fall of 2006, the station captured national 
honors by edging past Washington D.C.’s 
Howard and Louisiana’s Grambling Universities 
and was chosen as “Best College Radio Station” 
at the second annual Black Press Awards. 

Kay, Lawson and Fisk senior Frank Myers 
helped to capture the 2006 A.I.R. (Achievement 

in Radio) award for “Best College Radio 
Station in Nashville.” The awards are sponsored 
by Curb Records and the March of Dimes. 
Winners are chosen by panels consisting of 
broadcasters from cities across the U.S. that 
evaluate each other’s performances, show 
formats and broadcast quality.

“We’re really looking to capitalize on the 
positive momentum from the recent accolades 
that the station has received,” says Lawson. “The 
station has such a groundswell of new energy 
and community support.”

“We are far from the peak of our momentum,” 
said Fisk University Vice President of 
Communications and Public Relations Ken 
West. “After languishing for many years, the 
station is finally fulfilling its promise as a non-
commercial entertainment and educational 
vehicle, and I think that it’s refreshing for listeners 
to have WFSK as a choice on their radios. Soon 
we’ll be streaming our programming on the 
Internet and subsequently, will be able to reach 
our alumni all over the world.”

Volunteers and community advocates are 
rallying behind the station as never before.

When WFSK announced that it would have 
its first-ever, 48-hour radiothon to kickoff fall 
fundraising efforts, the station received financial 

WFSK Recharges  
to Capture Top Rankings Among National & Local College Radio Stations

ABOVE: WFSK’s Xuam Lawson, Frank Meyer and Sharon 
Kay accepted the 2006 March of Dimes’ Achievement  
in Radio Award for best college station in Nashville.

BOTTOM LEFT: With the diligent work of WFSK  
General Manager Sharon Kay (left) Xuam “X-Man” 
Lawson (center) and talented students like Nadira 
Freeman (right), the station has greatly improved its 
quality of broadcasting.

Inside fisk

gifts, on-air support and behind the scenes 
help from the likes of Fisk President Hazel R. 
O’Leary, Mayor Bill Purcell, Congressman Jim 
Cooper, Dr. Roosevelt Peebles, former Tennessee 
Titan Chris Saunders, syndicated television and 
radio host Tavis Smiley, and musicians Ronnie 
Laws, Frank McComb and Kevin Whalum.

The listener support-base contributed 
$32,900 during the entire month of October 
that will help WFSK enhance its technical 
infrastructure.

With the continued help of the Nashville 
community and the station’s 40-plus volunteer 
staff, WFSK will continue to grow and provide 
Fisk with the opportunity for ongoing global 
and community engagement. 

For more information on how to become an underwriter 
or supporter of WFSK, call 615-329-8754.
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WFSK Recharges  
to Capture Top Rankings Among National & Local College Radio Stations

Twenty one first-year students at Fisk are making 
giant steps toward academic excellence, cultural 
enhancement and preparation for graduate 

studies by being selected to participate in the Exceptional 
Scholars Program.

“The Exceptional Scholars Program offers opportunities 
for high achieving incoming students to have a first-year 
experience at Fisk that is as holistic as possible,” said 
program coordinator Dr. Adenike Davidson.

In addition to being the pathway for academically 
advanced freshmen to become honors students, the 
Exceptional Scholars Program’s activities provide intimate 
contact with Fisk’s invited convocation speakers, a “Fireside 
Chat Series” with professors at Fisk,   networking seminars, 
summer internship programs and trips to two academic 
honors conferences. 

With the National average ACT composite score at 
20.9, successful candidates chosen for the Exceptional 
Scholars Program must have an ACT composite score of 
at least 26. Students must also demonstrate a record of 
community service and leadership. 

In the program’s first year of existence, the freshmen 
scholars are receiving opportunities for leisure activities that 
promote and enhance cultural development that include 
visits to Nashville’s Frist Center Museum, Schermerhorn 
Symphony Center and the National Civil Rights Museum 
in Memphis.

“We’re trying to cultivate an environment in which star 
students don’t feel alone, but can encourage each other in 
shaping their Fisk Experience,” Davidson said. “We also 
want our students to be able to take the courses that meet 
the academic challenges they’re looking for and to have 
experiences that can enhance their lives.”

Students in the program have a variety of academic 
concentrations that include biology, business, math, 
engineering and sociology. The twenty one students meet 
three times weekly and discuss world issues, in addition 
to completing research assignments that sharpen their 
academic skills.

For students like India Wilson, Fisk’s Exceptional 
Scholars Program has been the perfect fit. Wilson is a 
business major from Montgomery, Alabama, and she is 
the first in her immediate family to attend a four-year 
institution. In her first semester at Fisk, she earned a 4.0 
grade point average.

“I like to motivate myself in ways that many of my 
peers avoid,” Wilson said. “The Exceptional Scholars 
Program at Fisk includes a variety of people from 
different backgrounds. We all share the desire to engage 
in more in-depth study here at Fisk, so that we can be 
more competitive in the workplace.”

Kaylia Duncan agrees and says the program provides 
the pathway she needs for excellence. As an international 

Exceptional Scholar Program  

Sets the Course for Academic Excellence
student from St. Vincent & The Grenadines, Kaylia has 
found an environment in the Exceptional Scholars Program 
to stimulate her to consistent academic excellence. As a 
biology major and music minor, she also finished her first 
semester at Fisk with a 4.0.grade point average.

“I carry the thought of challenging myself everyday,” 
Duncan said. “I want to stretch my academic limits to 
know what I can accomplish. In our study groups and in 
our activities outside of the classroom, we have one goal: 
We want to be successful students at Fisk University.”

Dr. Davidson said the Exceptional Scholars Program 
is helping to raise the bar on academic achievement and 
provides the competitive environment at Fisk that adds to 
the school’s legacy of 140 years of excellence.

“Our exceptional students will shape the future of Fisk,” 
Davidson said. “We are proud of their contributions and 
models for academic excellence.”

 

Inside fisk

In January 2007, the 
Exceptional Scholars visited 
Nashville’s Schermerhorn 
Symphony Center. Pictured 
with the students are Dr. 
Adenike Davidson; program 
coordinator and associate 
director of honors, Dr. Robert 
Nasatir; associate director 
of honors, Dr. James Quirin; 
director of honors, Chandra 
Ogleton; assistant director 
of financial aid, Aphreka 
Jemison; admissions 
counselor and Zablon 
Mgonja; Fulbright Scholar
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Institute whom he worked with while serving as 
a student research assistant at the institute.

“He was a professor that was very instrumental 
in preparing me mentally for what it was going 
to be like after college,” he said. “He had a vested 
interest in me, not only as a student, but as an 
individual and helped shape my Fisk experience 
in a positive way.”

Professor Smith said he isn’t surprised 
about Brandon’s accomplishments thus far and 
anticipates a promising future.  

“He is an excellent student, and we are proud 
of his growth and development,” said Smith. 
“His job as a lobbyist is perfect for him as he 
has excellent people skills and is business savvy. 
Brandon used his undergrad opportunity as a 
rite of passage to help him develop as a scholar, 
citizen and as a man.”

Witnessing Brandon’s success is a compliment 
to the objectives the faculty set out to achieve, 
Smith said.

“Brandon Colvin really embodies what we are 
trying to do here, which is to develop citizens. 
I believe he’s going to make a good name for 
himself and continue to make the Fisk Family 
Proud,” he added. 

Brandon has joined the realm of a host of 
Fiskites who are contributors to the enduring 
legacy of the university. The 22-year-old hopes 
to one day become an entrepreneur, establishing 
himself to give back to the alma mater that has 
given so much to him.

Since graduating from Fisk in May, Brandon 
Colvin has entered a world vastly different from 
the one he knew as a freshman.

During his collegiate tenure, he was a 
member of the elite Jubilee Singers, president 
of the Black Research Coalition, vice-president 
of the pre-alumni association, and a copy 
editor for The Fisk Herald. Since leaving the 
close-knit community he called home for 
the past four years, Brandon now resides in 
Birmingham where he works as an associate for 
a government affairs firm. His responsibilities 
include conducting government related research 
and consulting for the firm’s clientele.

Armed with a degree in English, the 
Montgomery, Alabama native credits a holistic 
educational experience at Fisk as the tool that 
helped him successfully transition from the 
predictable college realm to the ever-changing 
real world. 

“Fisk focuses on developing its students 
academically as well as providing them with 
the opportunity to develop interpersonal skills,” 
he said recently. “You get more than just an 
academic foundation; you get a civic foundation 
at Fisk. As students we are not only prepared to 
compete with graduates from other institutions, 
but to excel in comparison.”

“At Fisk you are welcomed into a network of 
successful people that treat you as a member of 
the family. The level of instruction is top notch.”

Schedule changes were probably the biggest 
adjustment Brandon needed to make once he 
entered the workforce.

“After graduation my schedule no longer 
evolved around when I had class,” he stated. “I 
had to get used to a strict daily routine, which 
was probably my biggest transition.”

The 2006 graduating class faced the best job 
market and highest starting salaries since 2001, 
according to a national employment survey. 
Brandon said he feels lucky to have been able 
to move directly into a promising career path 
following graduation.

“Whenever I speak to Fisk graduates, the 
perception is confirmed that Fisk prepares people 
to take charge of their lives as entrepreneurs, 
doctors, teachers, and for lives in government 
service,” Colvin said.

Brandon found Fisk to be a nurturing but not 
coddling environment. He says the university   
conveyed a warm welcoming spirit and strong 
sense of community, which after an initial visit, 
validated his decision to attend.

“When I visited Fisk I was very impressed 
when I saw the administrators mingling with 
the students,” he said. “There was a very personal 
element that I hadn’t anticipated. When speaking 
with students and administrators, I was really 
shocked at how friendly and welcoming everyone 
was. It made me feel like I was home, although it 
was the first time I had visited the university.”

“After that visit, I knew that’s where I wanted 
to go.”

Brandon often reflects on several individuals 
whom were instrumental in contributing to his 
overall development at Fisk. One in particular was 
Tarik Smith, an adjunct professor in psychology 
and research associate with the Race Relations 

Alumni

Recent Fisk Graduate
Begins New Life as Government Affairs Consultant

“At Fisk you are welcomed into a network of successful  
people that treat you as a member of the family. ”

 —Brandon Colvin
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GAAFU, Inc. Chair, Denise Billye Sanders ’74 (left) 
joins members of the Golden Class of 1956 (L-R), 
Alice Freese Church, Dr. Charles O. Dillard and Dr. 
Norman Hodges, at the podium during the Reunion 
2006 Alumni Gala Banquet held at the Loews 
Vanderbilt Hotel.

F i s k  A l u m n i 

Notes

Alumni Honors

1928
Beatrice Elizabeth McGhee Williams was 

surprised by family and friends with a celebration 
honoring her 100th birthday, November 19th. 
She is an educator, retiring from Spelman 
College. She is the mother-in-law of D. Bradley 
Williams ’57.

1932
Geraldyne I. Pierce Zimmerman has been 

recognized as Orangeburg’s “Citizen of the 
Year” and received the state of South Carolina’s 
highest honor, the Order of the Palmetto, for 
her community service. Mrs. Zimmerman is a 
retired educator.

1935
John Hope Franklin, Ph.D. is a co-winner 

of the prestigious John W. Kluge Prize for the 
Study of Humanity. Dr. Franklin has decided to 
donate a portion of the one million dollar prize 
to Fisk University. Dr. Franklin was additionally 
inducted into The National Black College 
Alumni Hall of Fame in Atlanta, Georgia 
during the 2006 Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony and was honored for Lifetime 
Achievement. Dr. Franklin is also included in 
Ebony Magazine’s “100 Most Influential Black 
Americans” of 2006.

1941
Muriel Frasier Eneas has been listed in 

“Bahamian Legends” for her contributions in 
the field of education. She is the mother of 
Cleveland W. Eneas, Jr. D.D.S. ’64, Judson 

F. Eneas, M.D. ’67 and Agreta Eneas-Carey, 
M.D. ’75; and grandmother of Leah Eiliff 
Beatrice Eneas ’05; and mother-in-law of 
Marcheta J. Eneas ’70.

Axel C. Hansen, MD., was honored in 
the U.S. Congressional Record for his stellar 
achievements and noteworthy contributions as 
a physician, educator, author and humanitarian.

1945
Antionette Roberta Baugh-James has 

published a novel “Our Dear Little Fields”.  It is 
the story of two highly professional families – 
one black – and one white, living in the early 70s. 
Struggling against the loathing, jealousy, envy, 
suspicion and bigotry from their communities; 
it shows how these two shameless societal sins 
were eventually defeated to some tranquility in 
their Dear Little Fields. It can be purchased at 
Borders, Barnes & Noble and on Amazon. She 
is working on another book, “Belle Meade”, in 
which she will analyze growing up in Nashville.

1951
Sadie M. Clark received the Doctor of Arts 

in Special Education, June 2006, from Belford 
University. She was also honored with a Birthday 
Celebration in recognition of her 75th birthday 
in October 2005.

1953
Arnett W. Counts is Professor of Chemistry 

(Emeritus) with the Los Angeles Community 
College District; Missiles & Space (D.O.D).

1961
Carolyn Jordan Booker and her husband, 

Cary, celebrate the victory of their son, Cory, 
who has been elected Mayor of Newark, NJ. 

To The Golden Class of 1956:

“Who We Are”
In ’52, the Fates decreed
This tribe should find its meeting
The race commenced toward First Degree, 
Four years were quickly fleeting.

We mavericks! We radicals!
We oddball mischief-makers!
We were the brightest and the best,
We movers and we shakers.

We studied, laughed, drank, marched, and sang-
Defended one another, 
Stood strong and brave through “Sturm und Drang,”
With sister and with brother.

We’ve soldiered on with smile and tears
When circumstances battered;
We’ve given back our bounty’s yield:
Each lived a life that mattered.

We traveled all around the earth 
And gave each field a token; 
But home from ten and forty years, 
We’ve found our bond unbroken.

Our legacy? Another tribe, 
With so unique a flavor,
Whose gathering five decades hence,
Has memories to savor.

So RAISE THE GLASS, O ’56!
And hail our days rewarded!
And giving thanks, look up with joy.
We’re signed, stamped, and recorded!

-By Vivian Elinor Beavers Norton,  
Golden Class of 1956

If you are a Fisk alumnus with 

noteworthy news to share with 

the Fisk community, please 

submit your information to:

Joan Bahner, Executive Director of Alumni 
Affairs and Development, Fisk University,  
1000 17th Ave. N., Nashville, TN 37208.
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1956 Johnetta Betsch Cole, Ph.D. (FS) was featured in the 
September/October 2006 issue of “The Crisis”. Dr. Cole currently serves as 
president of Bennett College in Greensboro, NC.

Alfreda Askew Johnson, Ed.D.  has been awarded the Jesse S. Heiges 
Distinguished Alumnus Award by Shippensburg University. The Distinguished 
Alumnus Awards is the highest honor the university bestows upon a graduate.

Fiskites pause to 
remember fellow 
classmates at 
the memorial 
service during 
alumni weekend.

He is the nephew of Shirley A. Jordan Bailey, 
D.D.S. ’58 and Limuary A. Jordan, Jr. ’67.

Henry D. “Hank” Gaines, and his family, 
has produced a set of CDs, “The Family Trio” 
featuring “Henry” in a program “Henry D. Gaines 
presents Meditations”, a group of traditional 
hymns, spirituals and selected Broadway hits 
that are appropriate for Christian meditation 
and fellowship. They are available for purchase 
through CD Baby at: cdbaby.com/family trio.

Iral Davis Porter was honored with a 
“Retirement Celebration” by the University 
of Kansas School of Medicine – Health 
Careers Pathways Program, where she 
served as Assistant Dean, Office of Cultural 
Enhancement and Diversity. Porter retired after 
32 years of service. 

1963
Theopolis Fair, Ph.D. is serving a term 

(2003-2009) with Phi Beta Kappa Senate, 
the national governing body of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society.  He is also president of the 
Pennsylvania Abolition Society and begins 
40 years as a member of LaSalle University’s 
history department.

1964
Donna Daniels Rice was recognized as one 

of Maryland’s Top 100 Women in 2006 by “The 
Daily Record”. This annual program is designed 
to recognize women who not only have achieved 
professional success, but also have contributed to 
bettering the communities in which they work and 
live. This is the eleventh year for the recognitions. 

The awards were distributed and the women 
celebrated on May 8, 2006 at the Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall in Baltimore. Mrs. Rice is a 
current member of the Fisk Board of Trustees.

1965
Rita Sanders Geier, Esq. returned to 

Nashville, September 11, 2006 as a party in a 
38 year old civil rights case to file a motion in 
court to dismiss the lawsuit. Tennessee State 
University will receive about $40 million in 
state and federal funds over the next five years as 
part of the signing agreement settling the Geier 
desegregation case.  It was formally dismissed in 
a federal court in Nashville on September 21st. 
Geier was a 23-year-old black law student and 
college instructor at Tennessee State University, 
when she sued the state over racial segregation 
in Tennessee’s higher education system. The suit 
ended after Tennessee met its requirements to 
increase diversity, scholarships and opportunities 
for minorities at state universities and colleges.

P. Andrew Patterson, senior partner in the 
law firm of Thomas, Kennedy, Sampson & 
Patterson was awarded the Coca-Cola “Partner 
in the Promise” Award as the Minority Business 
Enterprise Supplier of the Year. Patterson is a 
member of the Fisk Board of Trustees.  

1968
Lonnetta M. Taylor-Gaines, Ph.D. has 

written a new children’s book called Fia and the 
Butterfly: 7 Stories for Character Education.  
The book is published by RoseDog Books and 
is available on line at: www.taylor-gaines.com or 

call 800-834-1803. Dr. Gaines is vice president 
of the Lorraine Monroe Leadership Institute in 
New York City, consulting with principals and 
their teams helping them to increase student 
achievement in their schools.

Margo M. McKay was sworn in as U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Civil 
Rights by U.S. Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Johanns. Ms. McKay follows Vernon B. Parker, 
who served as the first Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights at the Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). In this position, Ms. McKay 
ensures compliance with all equal employment 
opportunity and civil rights-related laws by 
USDA agencies and programs, and coordinates 
administration of these laws and regulations for 
the Department’s employees and customers.

1969
Mary K. Bush has been elected to serve on 

the UAL Board of Directors. UAL’s primary 
subsidiary is United Airlines. Bush is president of 
Bush International, which advises governments 
and corporate clients on capital markets and 
banking systems, as well as strategies to support 
market development and free enterprise.

1970
Amyre Porter Makupson was the featured 

speaker at the annual Christmas Market-
Author Luncheon at St. James Episcopal 
Church in Houston, Texas. She signed copies of 
her book “So What’s Next?” at the book signing 
that followed.

Celestine Cooper Williams, Ed.D. has been 
appointed Acting President of the Bahamas 
Baptist Community College in Nassau, Bahamas, 
where she is also serving as Academic Dean.

1971
John W. Bluford, III, has been elected to 

the American Hospital Association (AHA) 
Board of Trustees. The AHA is a not-for-profit 
association of health care provider organizations 
that are committed to health improvement in 
their communities. Bluford, who earned his 
MBA form Northwestern’s Kellogg School 
of Business, is CEO/President of Truman 
Medical Centers.

Jeanetta Britt Newton has published “Pickin’ 
Ground”, “In Due Season” and “Lottie”, with 
Twelve Stones Publishing. For information, go 
to: www.poemsfromthefast.com.

1973
Camilla J. Cobb, M.D. is Associate Professor 

of Pathology - Keck School of Medicine at the 
University of Southern California. She is also 
a member of the Cytopathology Resources 
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Committee for the College of American 
Pathologists, as well as a FDA consultant.

1974
Reverend Dr. William Flippin, Sr.  - 

Inducted into The National Black College 
Alumni Hall of Fame in Atlanta, Georgia during 
the 2006 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony. Dr. 
Flippin was honored for Faith & Theology. He 
is Senior Pastor at Greater Piney Grove Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, Ga.

Henry Luckett is serving as Director, 
Holmes County Department of Human 
Services in Mississippi.

Frank T. Martin (MA) has been appointed 
to the Florida Board of Governors by Governor 
Jeb Bush. The board is responsible for overseeing 
Florida’s 11 public universities. Martin is vice 
president and division manager of PBS&J’s 
national transit services division.

Denise Billye Bowers Sanders, JD, was 
honored by the YWCA of Nashville & Middle 
Tennessee and First Tennessee during the 15th 
annual Academy for women of Achievement 
awards ceremony.  The event honors those 
whose leadership and success serve as role 
models for women and girls, encouraging and 
empowering them to lead by serving.  Sanders 
is a Partner in Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis 
and currently serves as the chair of the General 
Alumni Association of Fisk University, Inc.

Marcus D. Williams, J.D.  made his third 
appearance performing on bass with the 
Moonlighters on the Millennium Stage of the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
on August 23, 2005.  He recently completed 15 
years of service as a judge on the Fairfax Circuit 
Court in Fairfax, Virginia.

1976
Gwen Currie Edwards is the senior 

producer and host of Our Lives, with News 
12 Connecticut. Our Lives celebrates African-
American culture in southwestern Connecticut. 
Edwards was honored by the Foundation of 
American Women in Radio and Television with 
a third Gracie Allen Awards®, in the category 
of “Talk Show” for the weekend program. The 
Gracie Awards® were presented at the 31st 
Annual Grace Allen Awards® Local Market 
Awards Luncheon on Monday, June 20, 2006 at 
Tavern on the Green, New York City.

1978
Walter E. McGowan, Esq. has become a 

Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers.  
The induction ceremony took place before an 
audience of 460 persons during the Spring 
2006 Meeting of the College in Hollywood, 
Fla. McGowan is a partner in the firm of Gray, 

Langford, Sapp, McGowan, Gray & Nathanson 
in Tuskegee, Ala. In January 2006, he became the 
first African American attorney for the State of 
Alabama to be inducted in the American Board 
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA). He is married to 
Lowri M. Howard-McGovern, D.V.M. ’73.

1982
Charlene D. Portee, DPT was reappointed 

to the Georgia State Board of Physical Therapy. 
She is a charter member and current president 
of the American Academy of Physical therapy 
and chapter delegate for the Physical Therapy 
Association of Georgia.

1987
Theola V. Carter has been promoted to 

Section Chief – Bureau of Insurance Programs, 
Department of Workforce Development – 
Division of Worker’s Compensation, with the 
state of Wisconsin.

1989
Kevin J. Hales is associate professor of 

History at Parkland College and a Ph.D. 
candidate at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. He spent the summer 
in residence at the Avery Research Center for 
African American History and Culture, at the 
College of Charleston. His project involves 
writing a book on the lives of free black people in 
Georgetown and Charleston Counties in South 
Carolina. He was included in the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s “Incomplete 
List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent by They 
Students”, “Who’s Who Among American 
Teachers” (for the sixth straight year) and the 
“NISOD Teaching Excellence Award” given by 
the University of Texas at Austin.

1996
Terita R. Redd is in the cast of the New York 

Company Broadway play “Hairspray”.

Alumni

1993
Rel Dowdell,  filmmaker, served as the 

Mastery Charter High School Commencement 
speaker in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

1996
Ruth E. Anderson, Esq. is Senior Counsel 

with Nissan of North America, Inc. in 
Farmington Hills, Mich.

Vikisha T. Fripp, M.D. has completed her 
General Surgery training at Howard University 
Hospital and her Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery training at Cornell University. She has 
affiliation with Piedmont Fayette Hospital, 
Rockdale Medical Center, Henry County Medical 
Center, Southern Regional Hospital and the 
operative suites located at Advanced Aesthetics, 
P.C., in the Greater Atlanta area.  She is associated 
with the American College of Surgeons, 
Association of Women Surgeons, Atlanta 
Women’s Medical Alliance, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., National Medical Association and 
the American Medical Association.

1998
Aisha X. Francis, Ph.D.  is working at 

Boston Medical Center, concentrating on grant 
writing and fundraising.

2000
Rachel C. Waiters completed a season at 

Opera Memphis as an Artist-in-Residence 
2006. While in Memphis, she made her operatic 
debut in the role of Maddalena in the opera 
“Rigolletto”.  She will return to the Opera 
Memphis to be a 2007 Artist-in-Residence and 

2000  
Mandisa Hundley 
completed the tour with 
the top 10 American Idols. 
Mandisa is pursuing a career 
in contemporary gospel/
worship music.

Fisk Alumna and American Idol 
finalist Mandisa Hundley shares in 
the Fisk Jubilee Day 2006 festivities.
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to perform in the operas “Porgy and Bess” and 
in “Carmen”.

2001
Angelica Katrice Butler wed Courtland 

Ramon Brooks-James on March 11, 2006 at 
Ebenezer Community Church in Nashville, 
Tenn. Angelica teaches sixth grade at John Early 
Paidea. The couple resides in Nashville, Tenn.

Sarah C. Igbokwe is in her third year of 
medical school in Havana, Cuba. She is among 
100 Americans studying at the Latin American 
School of Medical Sciences on a full scholarship.

Sharia Kharif has completed her M. Ed. 
at Tennessee State University and recently 
published her third book. One of her publications 
was nominated for a 2005 NAACP Image 
Award. She lives and teaches in Nashville, TN.

Candace Robinson has joined the faculty at 
Fisk University as a professor in Department of 
Fine Arts and Modern Foreign Language.

Sarah C. Igbokwe is in her third year of 
medical school in Havana, Cuba. She is among 
100 Americans studying at the Latin American 
School of Medical Sciences on a full scholarship.

2003
Robert Levon Poole directed a production 

of James Weldon Johnson’s “God’s Trombones” 
at the Belcourt Theatre on June 29, 2006 in 
Nashville, Tenn. He is the son of Kathleen 
Walker Poole ’73 and Robert S. Poole ’72.

Francyss Pratt is serving as head of the 
Department of Specialist Teachers at Kingsway 
School in Nassau, Bahamas. She has taught at 
Kingsway since 2004.

Nashville’s Cecelia Nabrit Adkins, who 
broke the gender barrier by becoming 
the first woman in the United States 

to head a religious publishing house, has died.
She was 83.
Mrs. Adkins worked her way up from junior 

accountant to executive director of the Nashville-
based Sunday School Publishing Board of the 
National Baptist Convention U.S.A. in 1975.

She attributed her success in the then-male-
dominated world of Christian publishing—where 
she worked 53 years—to competence, toughness 
and “thinking like a man,” she said in 1989.

“I hope I can be a role model for young 
women,” she said at the time. “I want them to 
see that it’s possible, actually, to be the first at 
something.”

She led in many areas
Mrs. Adkins was the first African-American 

woman to be appointed to the Metro-Nashville 
Board of Education and the first woman to 
serve on the Board of Directors of the Nashville 
Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta.

She was also the first woman and African-
American to serve as head of the Protestant 
Church-owned Publishers Association. A 
graduate of Fisk University and a certified 
public accountant, Mrs. Adkins was also the 
first woman to serve as chairman of the board 
of the university.

“She was a pioneer in terms of women 
moving in financial circles that were exclusive 

to men,” said the Rev. Edwin Sanders, pastor of 
the Metropolitan Interdenominational Church. 
“She was someone who clearly had tremendous 
credentials and status in the community but was 
accessible to everyone.”

Her niece, Cynthia Clark Matthews, a retired 
federal government attorney, said Mrs. Adkins 
was “a great inspiration. I always felt like I would 
never be able to live up to her standards. She was 
smart and beautiful and so glamorously dressed,” 
wearing business suits and ball gowns with the 
panache of a 1930s movie star, Matthews said.

Siblings were achievers
A native of Atlanta, Mrs. Adkins was the 

youngest of eight children who moved to 
Nashville when their father, the late Dr. James 
Nabrit Sr., became president of the American 
Baptist Seminary.

Among her siblings, who have all died, were 
James Nabrit Jr., a civil rights attorney and 
president of Howard University in Washington, 
D.C.; Margaret Curry, the first African-
American professor at Spelman College in 
Atlanta; Samuel Nabrit, a marine biologist 
and president of Texas Southern University 
in Houston; and Lois Clark, head librarian at 
Knoxville College.

As a teenager, Mrs. Adkins met her husband, 
the late John Willis Adkins, while a musician for 
the choir of the Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church. They married in 1944 and together 
opened the J.W. Adkins Funeral Home, which 

is now operated by their nephew. The couple 
had no children.

“Cele,” as she was known to acquaintances, 
was known for her warmth and loyalty to 
friends, said Tabitha Williams, who met Mrs. 
Adkins in the seventh grade. “Even with all of 
her intelligence, her grit, her great strides in life, 
she was a people-person who never lost touch 
with her friends along the way.”

Mrs. Adkins died Saturday at her home after 
a long illness. Visitation will take place from 
noon to 7 p.m. today in Adkins Funeral Home, 
2510 12th Ave. S. Services are scheduled for 11 
a.m. Friday in World Baptist Center, followed 
by the funeral at noon. World Baptist Center is 
at 1700 World Baptist Drive.

Printed Courtesy of the Tennessean, Published: Thursday, 1/4/07 

Cecelia N. Adkins, woman 
of many ‘firsts,’ dies at 83
By Anita Wadhwani, Staff Writer
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Family members of Dr. Charles S. Johnson, Jr. late of Dayton, Ohio, the eldest 
son of noted Sociologist and first African American president of Fisk University 
(1946-1956) Charles S. Johnson, Sr, gather on steps of Jubilee Hall after funeral 
services in Nashville, Tennessee on October 3, 2006. The Repast was hosted by Fisk 
President Hazel R. O’Leary and Fisk University.

Alumni

Memorial notes

Friends
Mavis Walker Donnelly, b. June 24, 1923, d. December 13, 2004, 

Nashville, Tennessee. Mavis Donnelly served as the former administrative 
assistant in the Office of Alumni Affairs, and was the widow of William 
Dickerson Donnelly ’31, former Fisk Alumni Secretary.

Reginald L. Jones, Ph.D., d. September  24, 2005, Oakland, Calif. Dr. 
Jones taught at Fisk University.

Dr. Nathan Riser, b. April 11, 1920, d. July 26, 2006, Swampscott, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Riser served as chair of the Zoology Department at 
Fisk University.

Reverend Wilson Q. Welch, d. June 3, 2005, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Reverend Welch served on the faculty of Fisk University in the Department 
of Religion and Philosophy. He also was the husband of Mary McKelvey 
Welch, Ph.D., retired Fisk University professor and father of Jean Welch 
Wilson ’65.

Graduates and Former Students
Edward J. Daniels, d. February 12, 2006, Hyannis, Massachusetts
Alicia Pearl Simmons Fuller (FS), b. September 8, 1949, d. June 26, 

2006, Dallas, TX. Sister of Dr.  Sheila Simmons ’68.
Natona Emorett Pope Hamilton (FS), b. May 6, 1954, d. June 11, 

2006, Atlanta, GA.
Dr. Laurence Milton Hayes, b. June 24, 1921, d. May 12, 2006, 

Montgomery, AL.
Robert Douglass Hudson, Jr. (FS), d. December 30, 2004, 

Greenfield, OH.
Willie Lee Marsh, Sr., d. May 19, 2006, Nashville, TN.
Rickey Matthews, d. August 14, 2006, Memphis, TN.
Delores Delrio “Dee” Moore (FS), d. March 20, 2006, New York, NY.
Marguerite Ogleton Penn (FS), d. September 28, 2003, Los Angeles, 

CA. Mother of Donna Penn Towns ’58.
Dorothy Lee Kapp Poole (FS), b. July 12, 1927, d. March 12, 2006, 

Cleveland, OH.
Garland H. Puckett (MA), b. October 12, 1917, d. May 29, 2006, Los 

Angeles, CA.
Mary Louise Brown Roberts (FS), b. July 8, 1927, d. May 10, 2006, 

Houston, TX.
Joyce Gunner Townes, b.December 24, 1931, d. June 25, 2006, 

Spokane, WA.
Aaron “Baby Brother” Wade, III (FS),  d. July 10, 2006, Murfreesboro, 

TN. Husband of Connie A. Jones Wade, Ed.D. ’75 and brother of 
Jacqueline E. Wade, Ph.D. ’62.

Ruby B. Washington (MA), b. December 7, 1949, d. August 16, 2006, 
Greensboro, NC.

Helen Louise West (FS), b. June 13, 1916, d. July 23, 2006, Dayton, OH.

1926 Helen P. Holland, d. December 2, 2004, Tuskegee Institute, AL.

1927 Jesse J. Gandy, b. August 3, 1900, d. March 11, 2002, 
Birmingham, AL.

1931 Emma Mae Baugh, d. March 8, 2006, Beaumont, TX.
Nadine R. Stanfield, d. February 18, 2006, Dallas, TX. In lieu of 

flowers, the family suggests contributions be sent to Fisk University, Office 
of Alumni Affairs, 1000 17th Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37208 and 
designated for the scholarship fund in her memory.

1934 William Allison Vivette, b. May 4, 1911, d.  January, 2004. 
Oklahoma City, OK.

1935 Dr. William J. Harvey, III, d. Sept. 20, 2006, Philadelphia, PA.

Evelyn Evans Spencer, d. July 6, 2006, Chicago, Illinois.

1936 Lois R. Smith, b. April 20, 1917, d. July 11, 2006, Walkertown, 
North Carolina.

1937 Evelyn Hardin Dillon, b. August 1, 1919, d. September 23, 
2003, Durham, NC.

Elizabeth Howse Tipton, d. January 14, 2006, Silver Springs, MD.

1938 Lillian White Allen (MA ’40), b. August 8, 1918, d. October 
30, 2001, in Columbus, OH. Sister of George R. White, DDS, ’42. Her 
family produced five generations of Fisk University students, including 
Georgia Gordon Taylor, one of the first Fisk Jubilee Singers. The family 
requests that memorial contributions be made to the General Alumni 
Association of Fisk University, Inc.

Wylene F. Royal, Los Angeles, CA.

1939 Ruthcelia Lane, d. 2004, Houston, TX. Sister of Franceta 
M. Lane ’42.

1940 Dr Alexander L. Brewer, D. December 3, 2006.

1941 Olyve M. Lacour, Diamond Bar, California.
Hon. Alpha L. Montgomery, Sr., b. February 1, 1919, d. March 31, 

2004, San Diego, CA. One of San Diego’s first black trial lawyers, he 
provided the legal impetus that forced the San Diego, U.S. Grant and 
El Cortez hotels to rent public rooms to blacks for meetings and social 
functions. He was appointed to the Superior Court bench in 1979. Father 
of Anne LeVonne Montgomery Harris ’66.

1942 Maude Cummings Smith, d. August 4, 2004, Orchard Beach, 
ME. Mother of Anne LeVonne Montgomery Harris ’66.

Charles S. Johnson, Jr., M.D., d. September 26, 2006, Dayton, OH. 
Husband of Rosamond (Darden) Johnson ’44; brother of Patricia 
Johnson Clifford ’45; brother-in-law of Gloria Darden ’47; uncle of 
Janice E. Darden Frame ’70. Dr. Johnson is the son of Charles S. Johnson, 
the first black president of Fisk University. Contributions in the memory 
of Dr. Johnson may be made to the Charles S. Johnson Scholarship Fund, 
Office of Institutional Advancement, Fisk University, 1000 17th Avenue 
North, Nashville, TN 37208

1943 Tardiefay Davis Dorsey, b. December 16, 1922, d. May 30, 
2006, Chicago, IL.

Yvonne White Ruffin, d. October, 2003, Columbus, OH. Sister of 
George R. White, DDS ’42, of Columbus, OH. Her family produced 
five generations of Fisk University students, including Georgia Gordon 
Taylor, one of the first Fisk Jubilee Singers.
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Alumni

1944 Edgar Cosby, DDS, b. August 4, 1921, d. August 22, 2004, 
Gainesville, FL.

1946 Enid C. Hairston, b. September 3, 1924, d. June 16, 2006, 
Washington, DC.

Lydia T. Wright, MD. (FS), d. August 23, 2006, Buffalo, NY.

1947 Ruth Bryant, d. June 2005, Nashville, TN.
Lottie S. Hampton Knight, b. October 1,1927, d. August 28, 2006, 

Hampton, VA.
Merlyn Y. “Dolly” Dailey Morrissette, b. April 26, 1927, d. August 

9, 2006, Chicago, IL. Mother of  Wanda Day ’77, Sheralyn Hector ’72, 
and Walter Morrissette ’74; grandmother of Kelly Day ’03, Stephani 
Day ’05; sister of Earl Dailey ’51 and Barbara Dailey McIntosh ’57; 
sister-in-law of Nina Lloyd Dailey ’52. Dolly served as treasurer for the 
General Alumni Association of Fisk University, Inc. for many years.

Frances E. Calhoun Murray, d. April 4, 2006, Jacksonville, FL.

1948 Thomas W. Stanley, b. September 8, 1930, d. October 16, 2003, 
Chevy Chase, MD. Husband of Joan M. Jackson Stanley ’48.

Geneva McCarter Hawkins, b. November 26, 1926, d. September 6, 
2006, Louisville, KY.

1950 Edwyna Goodwin Anderson, Esq., d. July 31, 2003, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

Reverend Snowden I. McKinnon, b. November 17, 1913, d. April 20, 
2006, Dallas, TX. Husband of Linda R. McKinnon ’51.

Theodore Wallace, b. November 16, 1922, d. February 9, 2005, Dallas, 
TX. Brother of Earnest L. Wallace ’48.

1951 Marjorie Boyd Debnam, d. October 18, 2004, Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Mother of Marjorie Lynnette Debnam, M.D. ’86,  Marie G. 
Debnam, M.D. ’86, and Qadriyya J. Debnam, Ph.D. ’94

Gwendolyn W. Henderson, Ph.D., d. July 25, 2006, Fletcher, NC.
William R. Lewis, M.D., d. December 13, 2004, Griffith, IN.

1952 William H. Anderson, b. May 10, 1928, d. October 27, 2004, 
Chicago, IL. Husband of Betty Bramlette Anderson ’52. Father of 
Michael Anderson ’76.

James Eaton, Sr., d. October 26, 2004, Tallahassee, Florida.
Carlton Roy Hodgson, M.D., b. October 19, 1930, d. January 10, 

2004, White Plains, NY. Husband of Jocelyn Smith Hodgson ’55.
Ruth Sneed Jefferson, d. December, 2004, mother of Glenn Edgar 

Jefferson, Houston, Texas.

1953 Joseph Robinson Phillips, b. July 27, 1957, d. December 24, 
2005, son of Sarah L. Phillips, Guthrie, Oklahoma.

John Henry Stubbs, b. May 9, 1923, d. February 18, 2006, Kansas 
City, MO.

1954 Andrew “Buddy” Dancy, M.D., Memphis, Tennessee. Husband 
of Arlie Caswell Dancy ’60.

Coleman Miller, Jackson, Mississippi.
Aline A. Rivers-Jones, Ph.D.,  b. April 20, 1932, d. June 30, 2004, 

Stone Mountain, Georgia. Former Director of Admissions at Fisk and 
Spelman College.

Wilbia Ann Williams, b. September 10, 1933, d. May 12, 2003, St. 
Louis, MO.

1955 Margaret M. Crosthwaite, d. Sept. 15, 2003, Charlottesville, 
Virginia (formerly of Detroit, Michigan). Mother of Harold J. Crosthwaite 
and mother-in-law of Sarah S. Austin-Crosthwaite ’54. Daughter-in-
law of Minnie Crosthwaite, who served as Registrar at Fisk and for whom 
Crosthwaite Hall is named.

Norma Ann Allen-Parker, d. July 22, 2006, Tampa, Florida.

1956 Charles G. Costley, Ph.D. , d. March 22, 1997,  Mt Vernon, NY.

1957 Barbara Lane Baxer,  November 2001, Chicago, IL.
John E. Brown, Jr., b. August 27, 1934, d. August, 20, 2006, Long 

Branch, NJ.
Vander E. Harris, Sr., b. December 17, 1932, d. October 19, 2004, 

Baltimore, MD. Husband of Janie Greenwood Harris, JD ’60; brother of  
Virginia Harris Bright ’61.

1958 Gene Raymond Plunkett, b. October 6, 1936, d. October 18, 
2004, Jamaica, NY.

Bobby Leonard Shelton, D.V.M., b. April 19, 1932, d. April 14, 2006, 
Detroit, MI.

1959 Daisy Shirley Reddix, d. Oct. 1, 2006, mother of Shirley A. Reddix 
Vanderpool, Jackson, MS. Mrs. Reddix was 106 years old, and the widow 
of Dr. Joseph L. Reddix, former president of Jackson State University.

1961 Harriett A. Wedgeworth Clark, Esq., d. June 1, 2003,  Oakland, 
CA. Former Parliamentarian for the General Alumni Association of Fisk 
University, Inc.

Roland Lewis, d. December 9, 2004, Dyer, IN.
Judith L. Hicks Thompson, d. August 17, 2003, Jacksonville, FL. Mother 

of Candace A. Thompson ’85; sister of Lauren Hicks Barton ’75.

1963 Frankie Campbell Green, d. November 17, 2003, Schaumburg, IL.
Dr. John Edward Perry, II, b. October 20, 1935, d. September 10, 

2006, Houston TX. Husband of June Marilyn Mitchell Perry.

1964 Aubry Carter Douglas, M.D., b. February 1, 1943, d. January 
7, 2004, Houston, TX.

Armand Anne Bush Hawkins (FS), d. March 8, 2006, Cleveland, OH.
Willard Williamson, d. April 6, 2005, Las Cruces, NM.

1966 Samuel M. Weeks, M.D., d. October 2, 2002, Lexington, KY.
Dr. Hayward O. Handy, b. August 16, 1926, d. September 20, 2006, 

Huntsville, AL.
Rhoda Jean Beasley Malone, b. February 26, 1945, d. July 24, 2006, 

Champaign, IL.

1968 Francena Culmer-Brooks, d. August 6, 2001, Miami, FL.

1970 Chrystine Askew Gomillion, d. October 2004, Detroit, MI.

1974 Stephanie Y. McMillan, b. September 27, 1952, d. June 6, 2006.

1975 Philip J. Browning, M.D., d. June 22, 2004, Brentwood, TN.

1976 Donnie Sadler, d. September 18, 2006, 

1978 Dino Meminger, d. January 2004, Ithaca, NY.

1979 Michael Duke, d. September 22, 2006, Cincinnati, OH.
Trinita G. Fitzgerald (MA), b. June 17, 1954, d. August 3, 2005, 

Franklin, TN.

1980 Michael Eugene Stiner, b. October 27, 1956, d. May 24, 2006, 
Clarksville, TN.

1982 George B. Hill, Brooklyn, NY

1985 Robert Xavier Williams, III, M.D., b. November 29, 1952, d. 
August 4, 2006, Baltimore, MD. Husband of Erin Toole Williams ’91; 
son-in-law of Blanche Thompson Toole ’59 and Theron Toole ’58.

1994 Tracey A. Miller-Torbert, Ph.D., d. July 2, 2006, Nashville, TN.

1996 Reginald Galloway (FS), November 8, 2005, Houston, TX.

2000 Leah Lorencia Dixon, b. November 15, 1977, d. August 12, 
2003, Saint Louis, MO.

2002 Koehler Q. Ramsey, b. June 30, 1978, d. August 4, 2004, 
Nashville, TN (formerly of Tunica, MI).
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Founders Society
Brewer Family Foundation 
Mr. Robert W. Norton 
Mr. Cal Turner Jr. 
United Church of Christ
United Negro College Fund 

Jubilee Society
Class of ‘55 
Mrs. Grace V. Kelly-Driver ‘55
Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation, 

Inc. 
Mike Curb Family Foundation 

Cravath Society
Ms. Barbara R. Bowles ‘68
Coca Cola Enterprises, Inc. 
Dr. Joan Thompson Mobley ‘66
Mrs. Hazel R. O’Leary ‘59
Pepsico Foundation, Inc. 
Tennessee Titans Foundation 

Charles S. Johnson 
Society
Dr. Louis H. Anderson Jr. ‘77
Anonymous Foundation 

Mrs. Alma Arrington Brown ‘61 
Mr. Frank Belatti 
Community Foundation of Middle 

Tennessee, Inc. 
Curb Records 
Estate of Valerie Lynne Johnston 
ExxonMobil Foundation
Dr. John Hope Franklin ‘35
Georgia-Pacific Foundation 
Mr. Reynaldo P. Glover Sr. ‘65
Estate of Muriel C. Gray ‘65
Dr. Robert L. Harvey Jr. ‘65
Ms. Ann B. Holliday 
Houston Fisk Club 
Dr. Harriett Green Jenkins ‘45
Johnson & Johnson Family
Mr. Gregory Makowski 
Mrs. Linda R. McKinnon ‘51
Mr. Robert T. Mitchem ‘55
Mr. & Mrs. Max Morath 
Pfizer Foundation
Mr. Michael D. & Mrs. Lisa Shmerling 
St. Paul Companies, Inc. 
Summerower Educational Foundation 

Trust 
Washington Fisk Alumni Club 
Wisconsin Energy Corporation 

Foundation, Inc.

DuBois Society 
Mrs. C. Gloria Pritchard Akers ‘55
Alvin & Sally Beaman Foundation 
Ayco Charitable Foundation 
Bahamas Fisk Club 
Mr. William B. Ball 
Beaman Automotive Group 
Bell South Foundation 
Mrs. Marjorie S. Bethea ‘53
Black & Decker Corporation 
Circuit City Foundation 
Clara Music Publishing 
Dr. June Williams Colman MD ‘85
Dollar General Corporation 
Duke University 
DuPont - Wilmington, DE 
Edscholar Foundation 
Mrs. Yvonne P. Eskridge ‘55
Mr. Ernest G. Green 
Dr. Alvin V. Griffin ‘79
Mr. Lawrence W. Hamilton ‘79
HCA, Inc. 
Mr. Victor P. Henderson 
Los Angeles Fisk Club 
Memorial Foundation 
Merck & Company Inc. 
MLM Charitable Foundation 
Dr. Henry A. Moses 
Nashville Fisk Club 
Mrs. Doris Schooler Penn ‘65

RARE Hospitality International, Inc. 
Mrs. Hildred E. Roach-Stafford ‘57
Dr. Bradley T. Sheares ‘78
SunTrust Bank 
TLC-LC, Inc. 
Mrs. Ann Ross Washington ‘55
Mrs. Berthenia S. White ‘53
Mr. Samuel L. Williams Jr. ’68

President’s Society
3M Foundation, Inc. 
Dr. Roderick H. Adams Jr., DDS ‘72
Ms. Carol L. Adams ‘65
Mrs. Nanci Pugh Adkins ‘75
Ms. Diane F. Allen ‘63
Alpha Delta Omega Foundation Inc.-

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
American General Corporation 
John L. Anderson M.D. ‘75
Mrs. Betty Bramlette Anderson ‘52
Jean R. Anderson M.D. 
Anonymous 
Mrs. Dorothy A. Arrington 
Dr. Rowell S. Ashford MD ‘58
Atticus Trust 
Mr. Howard D. Averyhart Sr. 
Mrs. Joan A. Bahner ‘64
Ms. Paula A. Banks 
Dr. Sandra L. Barnes ‘86
Mrs. Judith R. Barrier ‘75
Mr. William A. Barrier ‘75

Honor Roll of Donors

Each of the bright young minds who attend Fisk are, 
in some way, the beneficiary of your investment in 
their future. Fisk prepares the leaders of tomorrow 

to engage the world and think critically so as to ensure that 
Fisk’s legacy of service continues.

For nearly a century and a half, Fisk University has provided 
a quality education steeped in the liberal arts tradition. 
Generations of Fiskites have distinguished themselves both 
nationally and internationally by exhibiting the character, 
intellect and wisdom necessary for good global citizenship.

This donor honor roll is an acknowledgement of those 
individuals and organizations who have made an investment 
in the leaders of tomorrow.

Fisk Giving Categories
 

Founder’s Society	 $100,000 or more

Jubilee Society	 $50,000-$99,999

Cravath Society	 $25,000-$49,999

Charles S. Johnson Society	 $10,000-$24,999

DuBois Society	 $5,000-$9,999

President’s Society	 $1,000-$4,999

Gold & Blue Society	 $500-$999

1866 Circle Society	 $250-$499

Heritage Circle Society	 $100-$249

2004 - 2005 FISCAL YEAR
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Dr. Lauren A. Barton MD ‘75
Bay Area Fisk Club 
Mrs. Patricia H. Beckett ‘65
Dr. Winston A. Bell ‘51
Ms. Callisto F. Bell ‘33
BellSouth - Nashville 
Mrs. Mattie A. Benson ‘59
Mrs. Carita H. Berkley ‘60
Dr. Harold O. Bernard M.D. ‘60
Mrs. Deborah H. Biggers JD ‘75
Black United Fund of Illinois 
Dr. Joyce J. Bolden ‘53
Mrs. Cynthia Rawls Bond ‘55
Bone McAllester Norton PLLC 
Ms. Adrianne F. Bonifacio ‘65
Ms. Carolyn J. Booker ‘61
Mrs. Jean Harris Booker ‘67
Michael G. Borders ‘68
Ms. Angela Bradby ‘68
Mr. Steven S. Bradley ‘85
Mrs. JoAnn Akers Bradley ‘55
Mr. Samuel E. Brock ‘60
Mr. Walter A. Brooks ‘72
Lillian Gardiner Burt ‘46
Mrs. Jacqueline M. Varner Bussey ‘55
Mr. Wilson H. Butts ‘59
Mrs. Geraldine High Butts ‘59
Mrs. Emma Sue Byrd ‘49
Dr. Lawrence R. Cannaday ‘49
HelenMcMillan Caraway ‘55
Mrs. Barbara J. Carson ‘50
Ms. Michelle M. Carter ‘73
Mr. Will J. Carter ’57
Mr. Bernard L. Charles ‘52
Mr. Anthony R. Chase 
Barbara A. Clanton ‘55
Dr. Louis P. Clark Jr. 
Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole ‘56
Dr. L. M. Collins Ph.D. ‘37
Community Foundation for 

Southeastern Michigan 
Mrs. Carole D. Jenkins Cooper ‘60
Mr. Wilson Copeland’70
Dr. Leon D. Cowan ‘50
Kerry C. Cox M.D. ‘76
Cox, Matthews, & Associates, Inc 
Dr. Harold B. Crawford ‘65
Mr. David L. Crippens 
Mrs. Angela Curry 
Rev. Jason Curry 
Mr. George R. Curtis ‘56
Mr. Ernest A. Dash ‘55
Mrs. Judith M. Davenport 

Mrs. Wilhelmina Fitzgerald Delco ‘50
Mrs. Mahala Ashley Dickerson ‘35
Dr. Jacqueline Cogdell DjeDje ‘70
Dorothy Cate & Thomas F. Frist 

Foundation 
Mrs. Georgie M. Silas Dowdell ‘52
Mr. Newstell Dowdell Jr. ‘53
Ms. Phyllis V. Eddleman ‘60
Ms. Henriette G. Edmonds ‘55
Mrs. Shirley A. Randolph Eglen ‘60
Dr. Lloyd C. Elam 
Eli Lilly & Co. 
Mr. Alfred Ennett ‘59
Mrs. Katharine W. Ennix ‘65
Mrs. Ed Nelvyn L. Evans ‘64
Dr. Princilla Smart Evans PhD ‘72
Dr. Deborah Matthews Evans ‘74
Family Office, LLC 
Joyce F. Farmer ‘68
Federated Department Stores 

Foundation 
Mrs. Martha E. Fenty ‘60
Dr. Jacqualyn Ferguson-Green ‘70
Mrs. Margaret E. McCollins Flake ‘70
Mr. Theodore Florence ‘85
Mr. James H. Floyd ‘51
Ms. Dorothy K. Fort ‘65
B. Yvonne Fowler ‘55
Dr. William J. Frazier ‘64
Mr. Alonzo L. Fulgham ‘80
GAAFU, Inc. 
Dr. Helen Davis Gardner ‘80
Mr. John W. Garner ‘50
Dr. David E. Gearring M.D. ‘70
General Alumni Association of Fisk 

Univeristy, Inc. 
Mrs. Randilyn W. Gilliam ‘67
Mr. Bobby L. Gilliam ‘60
Dr. Voris W. Glasper Sr. ‘61
Dr. Larry Glover ‘79
Mrs. Deborah A. Goldthwaite Estate 
Mrs. Cora Russell Goodwin-Robinson 

‘47
Mrs. Maria S. Greene ‘65
Ms. Barbara H. Griffa ‘55
Patricia C. Gunn ‘71
Mr. Harvey Hacker 
Mr. Henry W. Hall III ‘74
Dr. & Mrs. Eddie Hamilton 
Mr. Thomas E. Hampton ‘84
Dr. Axel C. Hansen ‘41
Mrs. Janie Greenwood Harris ‘60
Reverend Barton E. Harris ‘73

Sandra G. Harris DDS ‘65
Mrs. L. Harritte Highsmith Henderson 

‘55
Ms. Jolinda Herring ‘85
Mr. Ronald J. Hewitt ‘55
Mrs. M. Yvonne Morrisey Hilburn ‘39
Mr. Gardner J. Hobbs ‘66
Jocelyn S. Hodgson ‘55
Mr. Ollice C. Holden ‘65
Ellistine Perkins Holly ‘55
Mrs. Kimberly H. Houston-Philpot ‘80
Mrs. Renee C. Hovell-Wilkins ‘90
Mrs. Pamela A. Huffman-DeVaughn 

‘76
Mr. James G. Huntting 
Interpore Cross International 
Mrs. Ruth B. Irvin ‘47
Shirley A. Lee Jackson ‘55
Ms. Stephanie D. Jackson ‘80
Dr. Betty N. James EdD ‘56
Ms. Mary R. Jamison ‘49
Mrs. Barbara Bailey Johnson ‘55
Joyce C. Johnson ‘55
Mr. P. Gregory Johnson ‘70
Dr. Adrienne Lash Jones ‘56
Ms. Marilavinia Jones ’65
Mrs. Adeline N. Jordan 
George L. Jordan Jr. DDS ‘64
Mrs. Martha T. Judge 
Dr. Deena M. Kegler-Ebo ‘80
Mr. Brian Keith ‘85
Mr. Harold W. Kelley ‘58
Mrs. Susan M. King ‘70
Mr. Ronald P. Laurent ‘60
Lee Chapel AME Church 
Lehman Brothers 
Mr. Thomas S. Lewis ‘60
Dr. Orlando B. Lightfoot ‘57
Mrs. Gloria Lockhart-Lee ‘50
Mrs. Ethel G. Love ‘55
Dr. Arganey L. Lucas ‘48
Ms. Delores Bell Lyons ‘55
Macy’s Central, Inc. 
Mrs. Amyre A. Makupson ‘70
Mr. Robert L. Mallett 
Mrs. Janis E. Marley ‘68
Dr. Amon A. Martin Jr. ‘61
Ms. Lydia M. Mason ‘75
Ms. Corrine W. Matthews
Mr. Frank L. Matthews 
Dr. John E. Maupin, Jr. 
Mr. Harry Hill McAlister 
Mr. Hassell H. McClellan ‘67

Shirley Jones McGee ‘55
McGraw-Hill Companies 
Dr. Thomas B. McKeel ‘65
Mr. Kenneth W. McKnight ‘74
Mrs. Edith P. Mehlinger ‘48
Merck Company Foundation 
Ms. Bishetta D. Merritt ‘70
Reverend Troy Merritt’70
Mrs. Donna Miller 
Ms. Deborah E. Miller ‘75
Dr. Robert F. Moore ‘65
Mrs. Vermuta Dickson Moore ‘47
Dr. Nicholas A. Mosley ‘78
Dr. Leroy Murray ‘60
Mrs. Joyce S. Murray ‘58
Mr. John E. Myles ‘49
Nashville Guide Right Foundation 
Nashville International Airport 
Ms. Francesca L. Neilson ‘81
New Visions Baptist Church
Mrs. Deborah M. Toney Nix ‘68
Ms. Veretta T. Nix ‘75
Dr. Lonnie H. Norris ‘64
Dr. William F. Nowlin ‘58
Mr. Marion L. Oliver ‘65
Mr. Fredrick O. O’Neal ‘67
Orion Building Corporation 
Ms. Lauryl S. Osborne ‘75
Dr. Monica L. Parker ‘80
Mrs. Mona L. Brooks Parker ‘64
Mr. James N. Parrish ‘58
Mr. Pickens A. Patterson ‘65
Mrs. Gwendolyn C. Mills Pattillo ‘50
Mr. Howard Patton ‘59
Mrs. Alfredda Hunt Payne ‘70
Gloria H. Philips ‘55
Mrs. Adah Edwards Pierce ‘55
Dr. Raymond A. Pla DDS ‘60
Procter & Gamble Fund 
Dr. Roderick W. Pugh Ph.D. ‘40
Mrs. Rose M Pyles ‘51
R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation 
Ms. Zetella Rabb ‘60
Mrs. Malva Daniel Reid ‘75
Mrs. Donna Daniels Rice ‘64
Ms. Marie C. Richardson ‘80
Mr. Robert Richardson ‘60
Mr. Chester K. Robinson ‘66
Dr. James M. Rogan ‘85
Mrs. Viriginia P. Roney ‘55
Ms. Deborah A. Ross ‘75
Mr. Johnnie M. Rutland ‘65
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Mrs. Denise Billye Bowers Sanders 
‘74

Mrs. Barbara Shane Scott ‘54
Mrs. Naomiruth McGavock Scott ‘40
Dr. Timothy V. Scott ‘64
Dr. Thomas S. Seibles ‘49
Mr. & Mrs. John Seigenthaler 
Ms. Joan Shayne 
Shop At Home 
Mrs. Alma M. Simmons ‘50
Ollie M. Simms ‘55
Mr. Irby Simpkins 
Dr. Dazelle D. Simpson ‘45
Dr. Milton J. Sloan ‘82
Mr. Dennis E. Smith ‘70
Dr. Marjorie P. McCoy Smith ’63
Ms. Gail P. Smith ‘74
Mrs. Valeria Thomas Spann ‘55
St. Luke Baptist Church 
Dr. Otis E. Stanley ‘55
Mr. Charles I. Story ‘76
Mrs. Carole D. Strong-Thompson ‘80
Mrs. Geraldine H. Stukes 
Synaxis Polk & Sullivan 
Dr. Grace A. Tatem ‘60
Mr. Larkin Teasley ‘57
 Bernice D. Terrell ‘55
Mr. Eloyd Thomas Jr. ‘65
Mr. Gerald E. Thompson ‘80
Mrs. Monica M. Thornhill-Joynes ‘70
Henry Tomes Jr., M.D. ‘57
Rev. Dr. Joseph Tucker ‘50
Mrs. Lulu Bridges Tudor ‘39
Mr. John B. Turner ‘65
United Supreme Council Charitable 

Foundation 
Mr. Leo E. Vanterpool ‘71
Mrs. Rudyne M. Walker ‘66
Mrs. Ferdie M. Walker ‘50
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis 
Mrs. Mariel McClendon Wardell ‘55
Mrs. Grace Moore Ware ‘55
Mr. & Mrs. Milton A. Washington 
Mrs. Barbara Lord Watkins ‘55
Gloria Davis Watkins ‘55
Mrs. Elwyn Ellison Welch ‘39
Estate of Leah Rose B. Werthan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Werthan 
Dr. Acquenetta V. Wheeler ‘73
Mrs. Barbara J. Edwards White ‘60
Dr. Eugene A. White M.D. ‘56
Dr. Zealous D Wiley M.D. ‘60
Dr. Bryant B. Williams ‘51

Mrs. Janice Huffman Williams ‘57
Mrs. Jennie Williams ‘50
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority-Pi Zeta Chapter 
Mrs. Geraldyne I. Pierce Zimmerman 

‘32 

Gold and Blue Society
American Baptist Churches 
Dr. Kwesi Amoa ‘90
Mr. John T. Anderson ‘75
Ms. Ruth E. Anderson ‘96
Mr. Cola E. Ashe ’64
Mrs. Karen S. Boxley Barnes ‘85
Ms. Linda E. Bass ‘70
Dr. Brenda G. Bass-Roper ‘72
Mrs. Jacqueline B. Beck 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Belton 
Dr. Edward V. Bennett Jr. MD ‘69
Dr. Carolyn Bohlen-Williams ‘75
Ms. Barbara C. Bouldin ‘55
Ms. Deborah Sandipher Bowen ‘70
Mr. Carnie P. Bragg Jr. ‘61
Mr. Philip N. Bredesen 
Bridgestone Americas Holding, Inc. 
Mr. Marcellus Brooks ‘64
Gertrude E Brooks ‘66
Ms. Donna E. Brown-Owens ‘80
Mrs. Pearl Allen Bryant ‘30
Mr. James W. Byrdsong ‘55
C. R. Bard Foundation, Inc. 
Ms. Joan E. Carter ‘59
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Carter 
Mrs. Bernardette Carter-Jones ‘70
Mrs. Liliane W. Casey ‘46
Chicago Fisk Club 
Mr. Robert Churchwell ‘49
Dr. Warren Eugene Collins 
Comerica Incorporated 
Mrs. Olive W. Covington ‘47
Annette D Coward ‘58
Mr. Courtland V. Cox 
Dr. Carol A. Creswell-Betsch ‘55
Deborah L Dangerfield ‘76
Mrs. Ernestine Dennard Davis ‘63
Mrs. Paulette J. Delk ‘67
Mrs. Cynthia B. Desadier ‘70
Mrs. Mamie C. Dunn ‘60
Mr. Donald M. Edwards ‘63
FannieMae Foundation 
FannieMae Foundation
Reverend William E. Flippin ‘74
Mr. Kelvin D. Ford ‘76
Ms. Amanda G. Fowler 

Veronica M. Frazier ‘64
Dr. Phyllis Freeman-Junior 
Ms. Edneil E. Fuller ‘46
Mrs. Melinda Watkins Geddes ‘75
Genesco, Inc. 
Dr. & Mrs. Warren H. Goins 
Ms. Judith A. Gordon ‘60
Ann L Green ‘58
Georgia S. Greene ‘70
Mrs. Carol D. Greene-Mitchell ‘82
Mrs. Delores A. Griffin ‘75
Mrs. Linda W. Gulley ‘65
Ms. Etta M. Gumbs ‘58
Handleman Company 
Alicia Miller Harvey ‘80
Mr. Aubrey B. Harwell Jr. 
Mrs. Adrienne Gross Holmes ‘73
Dr. Mose Yvonne Hooks ‘60
Dr. Carrell Y. Peterson Horton PhD ‘49
IBM Corporation 
Mr. Lloyd E. Irvin Sr. ‘63
Ms. Harriet Ivey 
Jack Daniel Distillery 
Mrs. Annabelle G. Jarrett ‘35
Mrs. Sheila M. Zellner Jenkins ‘80
Mrs. Glynis Hughes Johnson ‘75
Mr. Gregory P. Johnson Esq. ‘76
Dr. Henderson A. Johnson IV ‘80
Dr. Estelle H. King ‘45
Ms. Gayle King 
Mr. Raynard Kington 
Mr. Robert H. Kirk ‘53
Mrs. Bernice R. Lee ‘48
Mrs. Carol R. Gloster Leos ‘68
Ellen D Lewis ‘55
Deloris E. Lewis ‘55
Dayrll D Lewis ‘75
Macy’s East Inc. 
Dr. Rhoda M. Martin ‘60
Mr. Carleton Brantley Maxwell ‘02
Mr. Charles M. May ‘50
Mr. Robert L. McCrary Jr. 
Mrs. Sallie D. McDowell ‘50
Dr. Mary E. McKelvey-Welch 
Catherine A. McKenzie ‘46
Howard D. Melvin M.D. ‘73
Mr. Russell P. Merriweather ‘50
Dr. Allison E. Metz ‘65
Dr. Mabel Pittman Middleton ‘49
Mrs. Sandra E. Miles ‘85
Dr. Kelli A. Molette 
Mr. & Mrs. James Murph 
Mrs. Cecil Posey Nelson ‘40

Mr. Michael L. Nelson ‘75
Parkland Foundation 
Ms. Allie A. Parrish ‘66
Pearls of Great Price Ministries Inc. 
Ms. Janis Bowen Perkins ‘60
Mrs. Jocelyn V. Gilbert Pinder ‘75
Dr. David Popkin 
Mr. David M. Porter Jr. 
Mrs. Jessica Pettus Rankins ‘58
Mrs. Alyce T. Rawlins ‘50
Ms. Yvonne Lona Rawls 
Mr. & Mrs. Milford E. Rayford 
Renaissance Contracting Co. Inc. 
Renaissance Nashville Hotel 
Mr. George L. Richards ‘73
Mr. William M. Roberts ‘51
Ms. Cheryl P. Robinson ‘66
Dr. Nathaniel M. Robinson ‘50
Mrs. Blanche Rodgers ‘65
Ms. Royeta P. Rodgers ‘54
Ms. Joan Barnes Ross ‘66
Doris M. Saunders ‘55
Dr. Audrey J. Savwoir ‘55
Dr. Margery Atkins Scott ‘67
Bobby L Shelton’58
Dr. Ernestine R. Collins Smith PhD ‘52
Ms. Kris Smith ‘75
Mr. Thirlee Smith Jr. ‘60
Dr. Edward W. Spears ‘50
Dr. John M Springer Jr. 
St. James Missionary Baptist Church 
Mrs. Bettye J. Stark ‘55
Madeline B. Swann Ph.D ‘73
Tennessee Haitian Voice 
Mrs. June S. Thomas ‘55
Time Warner Inc. 
Cynthia A Turner-Graham ‘75
Lois Turner-Williams ‘38
Roberta C Tyson ‘55
Ms. Ruth E. Vaughn ‘50
Edward Vaughn ‘55
Verizon Foundation 
Ms. Faye J. Weaver ‘67
Werthan Foundation 
Doris A Wilcox ‘70
Ms. Debra A. Wiley ‘75
Mrs. Auldlyn Higgins Williams 
Ms. Peggy D. Wilson ‘60
Rev. John (Tank) H. Winston III ‘75
Mr. Esmo T. Woods ‘55
Elleen M Yancey ‘65
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1866 Circle Society
Mr. James R. Adams 
Mrs. Lillian Tolbert Adams ‘51
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, 

Kappa Lambda Omega Chapter 
Mr. Sylvester Anderson ‘79
Ms. Verna Celeste Anderson ‘79
Mrs. Pansye S. Atkinson ‘52
Ms. Cresa Leonard Bailey ‘01
Bank of America - Charlotte, NC 
Attorney Monica A. Benning ‘80
Mrs. Dorothy B. Bickham ‘45
Ms. Lorraine G. Bolden ‘80
Mr. Cory A. Booker 
Dr. Leantin Bracks 
Brady Corporation 
James A Brame’75
Ms. Lolita D. Brown ‘70
Mr. Peter J. Buchanan ‘54
Mrs. Donna L. Burns ‘80
Mrs. Carole A. Hubbard Butler ‘60
Mr. Samuel K. Chandler ‘90
Naomi R. Chapman ‘70
Mr. James E. Chatman ‘72
Dr. Carl L Cheeks ‘60
Mrs. Alice A. Church ‘56
Mrs. LaVonda R. Wilson Clarington 

‘90
Mrs. Beverly A. Clark-Stephens ‘80
Class of ‘70 
Ms. Linda Coakley ‘80
Dr. James R. Collier MD ‘68
Shirley A Cook ‘70
Mrs. Sheila R. Colburn Cooper ‘80
Mrs. Deborah A. Fitzgerald Copeland 

‘70
Ms. Marie R. Cousins ‘80
Ms. Dorothy G. Cox ‘84
Dr. Rhonda Cecil Cunningham-Burley 
Mr. Roger E. Dash ‘49
Dr. Leonard E. Davis ‘58
Ms. Sharon K. Davis ‘65
Mr. Martin Dees Jr. ‘63
Ms. Wendi E. Donnelly ‘80
Ms. Barbara J. Dorsey ‘64
Mrs. Cheryl D. Eason ‘80
Mr. Colvin E. Eason ‘80
Linda Monjoy Enders ‘65
Dr. Dorcas E. English PhD ‘80
Mrs. Leontine F. Espy ‘52
Dr. Winston C. Farrar ‘55
Joseph F Faulk ‘66
Mr. Ewald F. Fischer 

Mr. Thomas R. Flippen Sr. ‘77
Dr. Jane G. Fort ‘58
Frist Center for the VIsual Arts, Inc. 
Tena W. Gardner ‘65
Mrs. Sharon A. Gass-Simpkins ‘69
Mrs. Pamela Bolden Gracin ‘80
Mrs. Precious Jewel Graham ‘46
Mrs. Pamela K. Griffin ‘80
Mrs. Catherine E. Rice Haley ‘51
Mr. Robert L. Hall ‘72
Mrs. Verneda P. Hamm-Baugh ‘83
Gladys M Heard ’59
Mrs. Wendy R. Edmonds Hicks ‘82
Mr. Newton S. Holiday Jr. ‘49
Laverne Hill Holland ‘65
Mrs. Deborah A. Armstrong Houston 

‘75
Mrs. Villetta Jones Howard ‘64
Mr. John G. Huffman ‘77
Mrs. Dorothea G. Hunter ‘58
Rev. Robert B. Hunter Sr. ‘56
Betty S. Hutchison PhD. ‘51
Mrs. Ebisan Jemide Igodan ‘84
Carolyn D. Jamison ‘80
Mrs. Dianne Jemison-Pollard ‘70
Mr. DeCosta E. Jenkins 
Dr. Shirley Jenkins-Phelps MD ‘45
Ms. Dorene C. Jeter ‘80
Errol J Johnson ‘65
Dr. Josie Robinson Johnson ‘51
Mr. Forrest S. Jolley ‘59
Ms. Dolores G. Jones ‘67
Mr. James L. Jones Jr. ‘60
Mr. Dwight Jones 
Dr. L. Morris Jones ‘53
Julie Music Publishing 
Ms. Pamela Kellar ‘80
Mr. Matthew W. Kennedy ‘47
Key Foundation 
Ms. Jane E. Lee ‘57
Delois Lewis ‘58
Ms. Pamela R. McCoy Lipsey ‘83
Mrs. Mattie Hatcher Long ‘53
Mrs. M. Mercedes Holmes Lytle ‘69
Mrs. Jack Massey 
Mrs. Lisa G. Mathis-Peters ‘85
Mr. Robert G. McCanns ‘65
Mrs. Veonie T. McKinnie ‘74
Dr. H. Milano Mellon ‘71
Ms. Deborah D. Miller ‘76
Dr. Reavis L. Mitchell Jr. ‘69
Mrs. Glenda S Moore ‘70
Ms. Rose D. Moorman ‘67

Lorenzo Morris Ph.D. ‘68
Mortgage Guaranty Insurance 

Company (MGIC) 
Mr. Derek Moses ‘74
Mrs. Teresa Carpenter Muler ‘77
Mrs. Ellene Bentley Nash ‘44
Mrs. Marquenta R. Neblett ‘50
 New York Life Insurance - New York 
Mr. George E. Norman ‘80
Nothing But Love Entertainment 
Ms. Sylvia McCray Ogle ‘80
Once For All Inc. 
Dr. Lucius T. Outlaw Jr. ‘67
Betty D. Pettaway ‘50
Mrs. Joanne D. Pierce ‘63
Dr. Toya E. Pinkston-McLaurin DDS ‘82
Mr. Van Pinnock ‘77
Mr. Robert S. Poole ‘72
Mr. Jesse L. Porter Jr. ‘68
McCoy Ransom ‘65
Mr. Vernon H. Ross ‘75
Ms. Margaret E. Royal ‘69
Dr. Thomas C. Rozzell ‘59
Ms. MaryAnn G. Rozzell ‘57
Mrs. Jackie Walton Sadler ‘57
Mrs. Lyvette Sancho-Coleman ‘80
Mrs. Nola D. Schanette ‘49
Elaine Scott ‘70
Robert L. Scott M.D., PhD ‘84
Beverly Ann Simmons ‘80
Mrs. MaryAnn Chatman Smith ‘56
Dr. James S. Stanback III ‘51
Mrs. Margaret K. Starks ‘52
Ms. Gay F. Steele ‘75
Ms. Jacqueline Styles ‘75
Ms. Bertina Suber ‘85
Mr. Robert A. Sykes ‘69
Mrs. Dale Brown Taylor ‘80
Ms. Candace A. Thompson ‘85
 Carol J Thompson’65
Mrs. Geraldine Chambliss Trammell 

‘43
Mr. James M. Wardell ‘85
Mrs. Cynthia Rivers Watson ‘59
Mrs. Lois Hillman Watson ‘44
Ms. Angela K. Weathers ‘90
Mrs. Lakay V. Wilkerson ‘80
Ms. Lora L. Williams ‘73
Mr. Ridley Wills II. 
Mr. Barry E. J. Wilson ‘73
Wyeth Vaccines 
Mrs. Elza M. Corbin Wynne ‘48
Ms. Joyce L. Yarbrough ‘70
Ms. Cynthia D. Young ‘00

Heritage Circle
Jennifer Warden Adebanjo 
Dr. Karen A. McIntosh Aderinto ‘64
Mrs. Jeanne J. Adkins ‘58
Ms. Roselyn V. Aker ‘00
Mrs. Melissa Wyckoff Alexander ‘91
Mr. Robert B. Allensworth
Mr. Jasper L. Ambers ‘67
Dr. Benjamin S. Anderson Jr. ‘57
Ms. Jule C. Anderson ‘57
Mr. Carl E. Anderson 
Mr. Gilbert Anderson 
Dr. Ron J. Anderson 
Ms. Wanda Andrews ‘78
Mrs. Thyria Greene Ansley ‘74
Atlanta Chapter National  

Epicureans, Inc. 
Dr. Audrey N. Austin ‘53
Dr. Philip E. Autry 
Mrs. Camilla Sanders Avery ‘85
Dr. Robert J. Bacon Sr. ‘45
Ms. Anna L. Bailey 
Ms. Barbara M. Bailey ‘80
Dr. Shirley Jordan Bailey ‘58
Mrs. Barbara J. Barrow ‘55
Mr. Sammy L. Bell ‘83
Mrs. Dorothy J. Bell 
Mr. Charles H. Benimon 
Mrs. Florestine Biggers 
Zita R. Blankenship ‘70
Ms. Dorothy J. Bond ‘73
Dr. Leslie F. Bond 
Willie Bonner ‘72
Mr. Carl E. Bonner ‘50
Cherie A. Booker 
Mr. Theophilus Boone Jr. ‘77
Mrs. Eleanor B. Gragg Boswell ‘39
Mrs. Melanie J. Barnes Boyd ‘79
Mrs. Wilma F. Boyd ‘51
Dr. Carolyn Boykins-Winrow ‘81
Karen L Bozeman-Gross ‘70
Ms. Jean Bramlette 
Mrs. Lula Brooks 
Lyvette Brooks ‘82
Mr. Andrew L. Brown Jr. ‘85
Ms. Hannah Brown 
Mrs. Marie Faulkner Brown ‘40
Mrs. Melinda C. Wells Brown ’54
Ms Valija Bumbulis 
Irving B Burch’55
Dr. Arnold Burger 
Mr. James W. Burney ‘72
Dr. Rosie R. Burroughs ‘74
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Mr. Samuel A. Cain ‘74
Dr. Cynthia B. Calhoun ‘74
Mrs. Dolores W. Calhoun ‘48
Ms. Kathleen Calligan 
Dr. Alfredo Cambronero 
Mr. Alphonso A. Campbell ‘54
Mrs. Patricia S. Cannon 
Dr. Shirley Bradley Carmack 
Mrs. Deloris Rogers Carn ‘65
Dr. Horace R Carney, Jr. Jr. ‘64
Mr. Richard C. Carson 
Mr. Warren I. Cassidy Jr. 
Mr. Edward C. Cazier Jr. 
Mrs. Jean Elder Cazort ‘47
Dr. Frank T. Cherry PhD ‘53
Chevron Corporation 
Citigroup Foundation 
Mrs. Evelyn B. Clark ‘47
Katherine F. Claybrook ‘59
Mrs. Louise R. Cleckley 
Mr. Gregory E. Coble ‘78
Julius N. Coles D.D.S. ‘68
Mr. and Mrs. William Coley 
Mrs Ingrid Collier ‘71
Mrs. Melva Hickman Cooke ‘54
Ms. Carolyn C. Cooper 
Ms. Mary E. Cotton 
Ms. Sandra L. Coulberson ‘84
Mrs. Sharon Hardeman Coulter ‘78
Beverly A Cowan ‘65
Mrs. Jean Nobles Cragg ‘47
Andrea D Craig ‘70
Mr. Paul Cravath 
Ms. Dorothy Cravath 
Mrs. Edwyna A. Cravath 
Ms. Tiffany R. Crenshaw ‘01
Mr. Alexander E. Crosby ‘82
Ms. Jacqueline Y. Cruver ‘79
Dr. Gwendolyn Stiggins Cruzat ‘51
CVS/Pharmacy 
Mrs. Gloria A. Warner Dailey ’52
Mrs. Norma E. Hoffman Davis ‘61
Ms. Amanda Davis 
Beatrice L Davis ‘58
Mrs. Jeanne A. Davis 
Mr. Ronald J. Davis ‘78
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert A. DeCosta 
Darlene C. Defour Ph.D. ‘76
Mr. Tsehay Demeke 
Destination Nashville Inc. 
Ms. Beverly J. Dixon ‘75
Mrs. Leslie A. Dixon-Meek ‘87
Karen L Douglas’70

Mrs. Gwendolyn Driver 
Ms. Suzanne A. DuBose 
David A Dwyer ‘73
Mr. De Witt S. Dykes ‘60
Dr. Clarence Edmondson Jr. ‘58
Mr. Arthur J. Edmunds ‘44
Cornelia J Edwards ‘52
Ms. Gloria Y. J. Elliott ‘72
Ms. Christina D. Ellis 
Mr. Austin B. Ezzell 
Mrs. Jacqueline A. Douglas Farr ‘65
Mr. Paul E. Felton 
Mrs. Eleanor W. Ferguson ‘38
Mr. Donald T. Ferron ‘60
Dr. Peter A. Fields 
Sharon Y Figgers ‘74
Mr. William C. Finch 
Mrs. V. Jean Fleming 
Ms. Janet Y. Flowers ‘68
Ms. Kelly L. Flythe ‘85
Olivia Betty Curry Ford ‘42
Ford Motor Company 
Mrs. Lois B. Fortson ‘53
Dr. Henry W. Foster 
Mrs. Allyson R. Fox-Crump ‘90
Mrs. Cheryl Corey Francis ‘79
Mrs. Cheryl G. Franklin 
Mrs. Elois C. Harris Freeman ‘70
Ms. Lynne P. Froe ‘76
Vanya K Gamble ‘65
Mrs. Dorothy L. Carr Gay ‘78
Dr. Branford E. Giddings ‘58
Ms. Charlotte E. Giles ‘58
Mr. David L. Gilliam ’68
Mrs. Vivian E. Sims Gilliam ‘56
Mrs. Muriel Webb Glass ‘54
Mrs. Della T. Goavec 
Mr. Arthur Goldsmith, Jr. 
Mr. Oscar L. Graham ‘70
Ms. Mary G. Grant ‘69
Ms. Veronica Graves ‘93
Ms. Joan Whiteside Green 
Ms. Joyce M. Green ‘66
Ms. Sharon R. Green 
Mrs. Kyra M Grimes-Robinson ‘93
Mr. James O. Guinn 
Ms. Laurie M. Gunter ‘53
Dorris J Hadley ‘70
Ms. Cheryl A. Hamberg ‘62
Ms. Bertha Lucille Hamill ‘52
Mrs. Gail J. Hamilton ‘83
Mr. Bobby S. Harris Jr. 
Ms. Levonne M. Harris ‘66

Mrs. Sarah A. Harris ‘46
Mr. James C. Harrison ‘59
Mr. Raymond Harrison ‘81
The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings ‘58
Ms. Linda L. Hay ‘72
Mr. Herbert H. Henderson ‘56
Mr. Maurice L. Henderson ‘50
Ms. Cheryl Lynne Henderson ‘77
Mrs. Wyonella M. Henderson-Greene 

‘75
Mrs. Miriam E. Johnson Henry ‘64
Ms. Benita Hill 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. 
Mr. William N. Holland ‘73
Mrs. Denise Smith Hoover ‘75
Dr. Sanjukta Hota 
Mr. Edward Howell IV ‘77
Mrs. Pamela Smith Howell ‘85
Mrs. Cathy Ginn Hunt ‘79
ID Media 
Dr. Justus Ike 
Mr. Philip Jackson ‘58
we Jasmin 
Mr. Lee C. Jenkins ‘64
Jewish Federation of Nashville 
John Henry’s Restaurant & Lounge 
Mrs. Alice Jones Johnson ‘42
Ms. Beverly F. Johnson ‘70
Mrs. Jean Harris Johnson ‘85
Mrs. Sandra Phillips Johnson 
Mrs. Jane M. Johnson MSW ‘51
Annie M Johnson ‘56
Mr. Ulysses J. Johnson ‘51
Alfreda A Johnson’56
Ms. Shirlyn Johnson-Granville ‘82
Ms. Kordella A. Jolivet 
Janis W. Jones EdD ‘69
Mr. Jonathan A. Jones ‘70
Ms. Ellen Jones 
Ms. Leigh A. Jones ‘00
Mrs. Lillian Artis Jones ‘59
Mrs. Cheryl Jones-Dix ‘70
Lewis Alexander Jordan III ‘82
Mr. Jeffrey W. Jowdy 
Mrs. Hazel Joyner-Smith 
Mrs. Tamiko L. Allison Kamara ‘91
Katherine J. Murphy Foundation 
Ms. Linda Kaufman 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kelley 
Mrs. Mona Page Kelley ‘54
Chancellor & Mrs. Irvin Kilcrease Jr. 
Dr. Kathleen Kilcrease 
Ms. Barbara N. King ‘74

Rosalyn O. King ‘66
Mrs. Kay H. Kirkpatrick ‘80
Dr. Carl H. Kirksey ‘59
Mrs. Lottie Saunders Knight ‘47
Ms. Vera S. Knox 
Dr. Emma Jean Lambert 
Franceta M Lane ‘42
Mrs. Marie Lang 
Ms. Pat Lang 
Dr. Daniel Lanier Jr. 
Mrs. Adrienne Taylor Latham ‘68
Jana Lee Lauderdale 
Mrs. Lutonia A. Laurent ‘59
Mrs. Blanche Greene Lavender ‘78
Mr. Risley P. Lawrence Jr. 
Ms. Lareasa Leatherwood ’97
Ms. Joan T. J. Lee 
Jacqueline Lewis Lett ‘69
Mrs. Bettie J. Levy 
Ms. Elsie L. Lewis 
Links, Inc - Cleveland Chapter 
Mr. Weijie Lu 
Mrs. Althea Sweet Lucas ‘82
 Francene C Mangham ‘67
Mrs. Barbara E. Mann 
Ms. Thelona Manning ‘75
Mr. Arthur B. Martin ‘65
Mr. Edward W. Martin ‘50
Dale A. Masi 
Ms. Sherele Mason ‘95
Dr. Arletta B. Massey-Verley ‘61
Mrs. Taravia Taylor Maynard ‘95
Ms. Dorothy D. Maypray 
Ms. Loyce J. McAfee ‘64
Mrs. Patricia McCarroll ‘73
Dianne A. Hemphill McDonald ‘62
Mr. James A. McDonald ‘56
Mrs. Kimberly D. Barnes McGary ‘85
Dr. Lowri Howard McGowan ‘73
Mrs. Delia A. Harris McPherson ‘74
Ms. Tamiko A. McQuart ‘90
Ms. Amber Vivian Melvin 
Dr. Camille Crawford Melvin ‘76
Ms. Rebecca A. Merideth ‘61
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne M. Meyers 
Mr. Benjamin J. Miller III ‘96
Dr. Dennis W. Miller ‘71
Mrs. Halimae R. Miller ‘45
Mrs. Shirley E. Miller 
Ms. Joyce E. Mills 
Dr. Marcia Chapman Mills 
Mrs. Georgia N. Montgomery ‘59
MONY Financial Services 
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Dr. Juel A. Moore PhD ‘62
Mrs. Kathy D. Moore-McPeters ‘75
Dr. Peggy A. Moore ‘65
Mr. Windsor A. Morgan ‘62
Ms. Annette W. Morgan ‘59
Ms. Marva J. Morris 
Mrs. Merlyn Y. Dailey Morrissette ‘47
Mr. William L. Morrow ‘49
Mrs. Mary Hicks Moss ’63
Mrs. Marion Rutledge Murphy ‘52
Danielen T Myricks ‘66
Mr. Robert Nasatir 
National Epicureans, Inc. 
Annie W. Neal Ph.D. 
Mrs. Brenda P. Nevels ‘69
New Faith Church Rites of Passage 
Mr. Ross W. Newsome 
Mrs. Mary Bush Norwood 
Dr. James E. Norwood Sr. ‘82
Mr. Dana K O’Banion ‘87
Mrs. Bettye Mason Odom ‘58
Mr. David A. Ofori 
Mrs. Jacqueline D. Oliver-Dumas ‘80
Dr. Tjuan L. Overly ‘95
Crystal D. Owen 
Dr. Joan Murrell Owens ‘54
Mr. Terry Palus 
Dr. Elizabeth Papousek 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Parish 
Rev. Leroy Parker 
Mr. Lloyd A. Patience 
Violet V Payne ‘55
Dr. & Mrs. G. Stephen Payseur 
Mrs. Legoria V. Payton P.A. ‘81
Ms. Dorothea I. Peeler ‘51
Mrs. Mary L. Phillips ‘47
Mrs. LaPearl Philyaw ‘39
Mr. Dewayne A. Pigg ‘75
Dr. Gwendolyn Washington Pla ‘61
Portia Olden Poindexter ‘65
Charlotte Brooks Polk ‘57
Ms. Charlene D. Portee ‘82
Myisha Z Porter ‘01
Mrs. Lillian V. Powell-Mills ‘80
Attorney Mary J. Presley ‘65
Mrs. Anne Pinkney Prince ‘54
Mr. Arthur J. Pritchett ‘58
Mrs. Harriett Head Queen ‘50
Dr. John R. Queen ‘47
Queen Esther Chapter #2, O.E.S. 
Dr James Quirin 
Ms. Brenda G. Rambeau ‘74
Mrs. Nancy E. Rasico 

Mrs. Billie Knight Rayford 
Mr. Wayne Reed
Mr. Jesse L. Reeves ‘55
Mrs. Bernice A. Reeves ‘37
Mr. David B. Richardson ‘65
Mrs. Geneva Skinner Richardson ‘46
Mrs. Bernice Riley 
Dr. Kay G. Roberts ‘72
Mr. Kenneth L. Roberts 
Mr. and Mrs. Fay L. Robertson 
Mrs. Mildred L. Robinson ‘42
Judson W. Robinson III ‘81
Mrs. Katie M. Robinson 
Ms. Linda L Robinson ‘75
Ms. Derenda A. Rodvill ‘75
Mr. Lawrence F. Rogers ‘67
Mrs. Marcia A. Rogers ‘77
Ms. Katrina Ross ‘84
Mrs. Wylene F. Royal ‘38
Mrs. Nancy C. Russell 
Mr. Reginald A. Sample ‘94
Mr. Alan Saturn 
Mr. Peter Sauer 
SBC 
Mrs. Pamela D. Ray Scales ‘80
Mrs. Pamela E. Wilcox Seats ‘92
Second Chance Movie LLC 
Mrs. Barbara Bluford Seibles ‘49
Dr. Iris R. Shannon ‘48
Mrs. Brenda Adams Shepherd ‘69
Ms. Carol A. Simmons ‘57
Ms. Rebecca A. Singleton ‘54
Mr. Warren U. Smalls ‘74
Mrs. Stephanie N. Smith ‘63
Mr. Robert H. Smith 
Dr. Dani A Smith 
Ms. Carmen D. Smith ‘79
Mr. Jerrold R. Smith 
Dr. Jessie Carney Smith 
Dr. Quentin T. Smith ‘61
Mrs. Stephenie Wright Smith ‘01
Dr. Bennett W. Smith Jr. ‘79
Attorney Leslie E. Smith-Turner ‘66
Gloria D. Spight ‘59
Dr. Jonathan Stadler 
Mr. Lemuel R. Stallworth ‘69
Mrs. Joan M. Jackson Stanley ‘48
State Farm Companies Foundation
Mrs. Patricia A. Steele ‘70
Ms. Zelma R. Stennis 
Dr. Floraline I. Stevens 
Reverend Richard E. Stewart 
Mrs. Roma Jones Stewart ‘57

Mrs. Brenda Yearwood Stone ‘70
Margaret Bratcher Stricklin ‘55
Mrs. Shelva O. Stuart 
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Sweatt 
Clifton N. Taylor ‘72
Mr. Dennis L. Taylor ‘79
Mrs. Estella M. Taylor ‘45
The Bridge Eight 
Dr. Darius Thieme 
Mr. Lennard F. Thomas ‘87
Mrs. Hazel B Thomas ‘46
Ms. Ruth E. Thomas ‘49
Mrs. Sheryl Benning Thomas ‘69
Ms. Mary A. Thompson 
Mrs. Valerie L. Thornton-Lewis ‘79
Mr. Christopher H. Thorpe ‘00
Mr. Marvin A. Todd ‘60
Mrs. A. Toni Trapp 
Mr. Lawrence Tyner ‘80
Mr. Lydell D. Tyson ‘96
Union Pacific Foundation 
University of Maryland School of 

Social Work 
Adean C. Utterback ‘47
Vanguard Group 
Mr. George W. Wade ‘66
Mrs. Bernice Merriweather Walker 

‘47
Mrs. Marian Sutton Walker ‘48
Bryan Kent Wallace ‘02
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel& Marilyn 

Washington 
Mrs. Ellen K. Watkins 
Mr. H. Martin Weingartner 
Mr. Franklin S. Westbrook 
Lloyd R Westfield ‘51
Mrs. Myrtle Jackson Wexler-Britton 

‘64
Mrs. Josephine D. Wheeler ‘38
Mrs. Bennie Gary Williams ‘39
Ms. Angela R. Williams ‘90
Mrs. Florence L. Williams ‘43
Dr. John D Williams ‘58
Mrs. Stephanie V. Williams ‘72
Mrs. Luella Graham Wills ’69
Mr. Milton Edwin Wilson 
Marilyn Dutton Wilson ‘77
Dr. Laura S. Wiltz 
Dr. Johanna Smith Wood ‘48
Ms. Iva J. Woods ‘58
Mrs. Florence R. Jackson Woods ‘91
Mr. Frank A. Woods 
Mr. Dwain L. Worsley ‘78

Ms. Janean M. Wynn ‘74
Yum! Brands Foundation, Inc. 
Mrs. Jeanine B. Zeigler 
Mr. Neil W. Zimmerman

The following individuals and 
organizations have honored Fisk 
through in-kind contributions:

Philip Autry
Carolyn Booker
Valija Bumbulis
Carolyn Byrd
Will Carter
CVS/Pharmacy
Caroline Gardner
Vivian Gonzalez
Nathaniel Harris
Adrienne Jones
Janis Marley
Paul Mayo
Leatrice McKissack
Peggy Moore
Richard Murphy
Donna Rice
Linda Smith
James Trigg
Earnest Wallace
Stephanie Williams
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Founder’s Society
Brewer Family Foundation 
CBRL Group, Inc. 
Mr. Robert W. Norton 
Southern Education Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Cal Turner Jr.
The Turner Family Foundation 
United Negro College Fund 
Estate of Albert Werthan 

Jubilee Society
Alvin & Sally Beaman Foundation 
Dr. Louis P. Clark Sr. ‘33
Dr. & Mrs. Eddie Hamilton 
Estate of David Hooper Howard ‘50
Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation 
Mike Curb Family Foundation 
Pfizer Foundation, Inc. 
Tom Joyner Foundation 
United Church of Christ (Local) 
Mr. James C. Wilson Trust 

Cravath Society
Ms. Barbara R. Bowles ‘68
Dr. John Hope Franklin ’35
Mrs. Hazel R. O’Leary ‘59

Charles S. Johnson 
Society 
Dr. Gail Burton Allen 
Mrs. Jacquelyn Denton Alton ‘66
Mrs. Alma Arrington Brown ‘61
Chicago Fisk Club 
Clara Music Publishing 
Community Foundation of Middle 

Tennessee, Inc. 
Edscholar Foundation 
Estate of Ian St. Hill 
Frist Foundation 
Georgia-Pacific Foundation 
Mrs. Randilyn W. Gilliam ‘67
Mr. Reynaldo P. Glover Sr. ‘65
H and B Martin Foundation 
Harry Pullom Trust 
Hendrix Foundation 
Ms. Ann B. Holliday 
Mrs. Pamela A. Huffman-DeVaughn 

‘76
Mr. Charles W. Johnson ‘51
Elveta Williams Lee Estate ‘45
Mr. Gregory Makowski 
Mrs. Leatrice H. McKissack ‘51

Mr. & Mrs. Max Morath 
Pfizer Foundation
Dr. Bradley T. Sheares ‘78
Summerower Educational Foundation 

Trust 
Tennessee Titans Foundation 
Mrs. Rudyne M. Walker ‘66
Dr. Eugene A. White ‘56
Wisconsin Energy Corporation 

Foundation, Inc. 

DuBois Society
AARP National Office 
Ms. Paula A. Banks 
Dr. Winston A. Bell ‘51
Bell South Foundation 
Black & Decker Corporation 
Mr. Will J. Carter ‘57
Mr. George R. Curtis ‘56
Danner Foundation 
Dell Computers - Nashville 
Timothy B. Donaldson ‘56
Mr. Kevin B. Duckworth ‘81
ExxonMobil Foundation
Gannett Foundation Inc. 
Mrs. Vivian E. Sims Gilliam ‘56
Mr. Lawrence W. Hamilton ‘79
Jill B. Harris ‘81
Honeywell Inc./Nashville 
IBM Corporation 
Dr. Harriett Green Jenkins ‘45
Ms. Taryn L. Lawrence ‘81
Mrs. Helen T. Jones Lemons ‘60
Merck Company Foundation 
Ms. Marilyn Mitchell 
Dr. Joan Thompson Mobley ‘66
Nashville Fisk Club 
Mrs. Doris Schooler Penn ‘65
 Kevin D Poston ‘81
Mrs. Denise Billye Bowers Sanders 

‘74
Mr. Michael D. & Mrs. Lisa Shmerling 
Spencer Foundation 
Washington Fisk Alumni Club 

President’s Society
Mr. George H. Adams ‘56
Mrs. Nanci Pugh Adkins ‘75
Mrs. Ethel S. Adrine 
Mrs. C. Gloria Pritchard Akers ‘55
Ms. Diane F. Allen ‘63

Alpha Delta Omega Foundation Inc.-
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

American General Corporation 
American Honda Motor Company 
Mrs. Betty Bramlette Anderson ‘52
Ms. Verna Celeste Anderson ‘79
John L. Anderson M.D. ‘75
Jean R. Anderson M.D.
Dr. Terry L. Andrews ‘68
Dr. Susan F. Andrews-Blanchette ‘81
LTC John M. Archield ‘82
Mrs. Joan R. Ashby ‘56
Atticus Trust 
Mrs. Sarah Short Austin-Crosthwaite 

‘54
Mr. Howard D. Averyhart Sr.
Dr. Robert J. Bacon Sr. ‘45
Mrs. Joan A. Bahner ‘64
Mr. Melville M. Barnes Jr.
Mrs. Patricia A. Barnes-McConnell 

‘56
Mrs. Patricia L. Beckett ‘65
Ms. Callisto F. Bell ‘33
BellSouth 
Mrs. Mattie A. Benson ‘59
Mrs. Marjorie S. Bethea ‘53
Bethel World Outreach Center Inc. 
Mrs. Gordine J. Blount ‘48
Dr. Joyce J. Bolden ‘53
Bone McAllester Norton PLLC 
Ms. Carolyn J. Booker ‘61
Mrs. Jean Harris Booker ‘67
Mrs. Nina Jones Boyd ‘56
Mr. Steven S. Bradley ‘85
Mr. Carnie P. Bragg ‘61
Dr. Denise C. Bridgeford-Lightner ‘86
Mr. Walter A. Brooks ‘72
Edna Bryant ‘38
Mervyn T Burke ‘66
Lillian Gardiner Burt ‘46
Mrs. Geraldine High Butts ‘59
Mrs. Carolyn Hogan Byrd * ‘70
Mrs. Emma Sue Byrd ‘49
Mr. Samuel A. Cain ‘74
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Calloway 
John Camp Jr.
Mrs. Kathryn L. Campbell ‘56
Dr. Lawrence R. Cannaday ‘49
Ms. Joan E. Carter ‘59
Mrs. Jean Elder Cazort ‘47
Irving H. Chase 
Dr. Carl L Cheeks ‘60
Mrs. Alice A. Church ‘56
Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole ‘56
Elizabeth A. Collins ‘59

Columbus Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, Inc. 

Community Foundation for 
Southeastern Michigan 

Comprehensive Health Management 
Inc. 

Dr. Robert A. Copeland Jr. ‘77
Mrs. Olive W. Covington ‘47
Mrs. Delores H. Crawford ‘65
Dr. Harold B. Crawford ‘65
Ms. Jacqueline Y. Cruver ‘79
Rev. Jason Curry 
Mrs. Angela Curry 
Mr. Ernest A. Dash ‘55
Dr. Exalton A. Delco ‘49
Mrs. Wilhelmina Fitzgerald Delco ‘50
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. - 

Nashville Alumnae Chapter 
Dex Imaging of Tennessee 
Dr. Porter L. DeYampert ‘58
Mr. & Mrs. Jerald Doochin 
Dorothy Cate & Thomas F. Frist 

Foundation 
Mrs. Georgie M. Silas Dowdell ‘52
Mr. Newstell Dowdell Jr. ‘53
Lawrence M. Drake II ‘76
Susie J Dudley ‘56
Mrs. Mamie C. Dunn ‘60
Ebenezer Community Church of 

Nashville 
Dr. Ramona H Edelin ‘67
Dr. Lloyd C. Elam 
Mrs. Phyllis Hannah Ellis ‘59
Mr. Alfred Ennett ‘59
Dr. Ed Nelvyn L. Evans ‘64
Mrs. Joyce Herd Evans ‘89
Dr. Jacqualyn Ferguson-Green ‘70
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 
First Congregational Church - United 

Church of Christ 
Mrs. Margaret E. McCollins Flake ‘70
Mr. Thomas R. Flippen Sr. ‘77
Janice Ford Griffin ‘67
Henrietta L Fortson ‘66
Patricia L. Frazier ‘56
Carol S Gafford ‘59
Mr. John W. Garner ‘50
Dr. Dennis D. Gaskin ‘81
Audrey Belmear Giffoniello ‘66
Dr. Voris W. Glasper Sr. ‘61
Dr. Larry Glover ‘79
Ms. Vivian A. Gonzalez ‘69
Mrs. Cora Russell Goodwin-Robinson 

‘47
Antionette Grayson JD ‘71
Mr. Ernest G. Green 

2005 - 2006 FISCAL YEAR
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Mr. Lewis R. Green ‘56
Ms. Joyce M. Green ‘66
Mrs. Maria S. Greene ‘65
Marcia C Griffin ‘71
Patricia C. Gunn ‘71
Mr. Harvey Hacker 
Christine B Hall ’56
Mr. Michael Hampton ‘76
Dr. Axel C. Hansen ‘41
Reverend Barton E. Harris ‘73
Dr. Ramon S. Harris ‘47
Mr. Herbert H. Henderson ‘56
Karl Henry ‘56
Dr. Gerald P. Henry ‘68
Mr. Ronald J. Hewitt ‘55
Ms. Adrienne M. Higgins ‘81
Diane Hines ‘71
Mr. Gardner J. Hobbs ‘66
Dr. Norman E. Hodges ‘56
Mr. Newton S. Holiday Jr. ‘49
Holidays Incorporated 
Dr. Collette M. Hopkins ‘73
Mr. Victor Hoskins 
Houston Independent School District 
Mrs. Kimberly H. Houston-Philpot ‘80
James R. Hovell DDS ‘61
Rev. Robert B. Hunter Sr. ‘56
Betty S. Hutchison PhD. ‘51
IMF College Trust Fund of Middle TN 
Mrs. Ruth B. Irvin ‘47
Ms. Constance G. Jackson ‘81
Ms. Kimmie M. Jackson ‘81
Dr. Betty N. James ‘56
Mr. Porter James ‘56
Ms. Mary R. Jamison ‘49
Dr. Shirley Jenkins-Phelps ‘45
Enid Johns ‘56
Matthew U. Johnson ‘70
Mr. Derreck B. Johnson ‘86
George E Johnson ‘77
Alfreda A Johnson ‘56
Dr. Adrienne Lash Jones ‘56
Ms. Carolyn D. Jordan ‘63
Mr. Harold W. Kelley ‘58
Mrs. Grace Kelly-Driver ‘55
Faye G Kimbrough ‘56
Dr. Theodore R. Kimbrough ‘64
Mrs. Dolores B. Landry ‘50
Vincent H Leal ‘76
Lynne C. Lee ‘56
Mrs. Carol R. Gloster Leos ‘68
The Honorable John R. Lewis ‘67
Dr. Kofi Lomotey 
Louis Dreyfus Corporation 
Mrs. Ethel G. Love ‘55
Dr. Arganey L. Lucas ‘48
Mansa Equity Partners, Inc.

Dr. Henry Martin 
Mrs. Janis E. Marley ‘68
Dr. Amon A. Martin Jr. ‘61
Mrs. Cheryl White Mason 
Ms. Corrine W. Matthews 
Carolyn E. Maxey ‘66
Ms. Edna R. McCollum 
Mr. James A. McDonald ‘56
McGraw-Hill Companies 
Dr. Ida S. Kelley McKay ‘56
Dr. Thomas B. McKeel ‘65
Mr. Kenneth W. McKnight ‘74
Mr. Alston B. Meade Sr. ‘56
Metropolitan Life Foundation - NY 
Dr. Mabel Pittman Middleton ‘49
Sara J Mitchem-Baker ‘71
Mobil Foundation, Inc 
Barbara R Monroe ‘76
Angela Moore M.D. ‘81
Mrs. Vermuta Dickson Moore ‘47
Ms. Julia S. Moore ‘61
Mr. Lorenzo Morris ‘68
Dr. Nicholas A. Mosley ‘78
Dr. Denise M. Mustiful-Martin ‘81
Mr. John E. Myles ‘49
Mrs. Jeanetta Britt Newton ‘71
Mr. Dana K O’Banion ‘87
Dr. E. Thomas Oliver 
Mr. Marion L. Oliver ‘65
Nettie A Orie ‘68
Mr. Robert E. Owens ‘86
Ms. Allie A. Parrish ‘66
Mr. James N. Parrish ‘58
Mr. Pickens A. Patterson ‘65
Mrs. Gwendolyn C. Mills Pattillo ‘50
Mr. Howard Patton ‘59
Pepsi Bottling Group Foundation 
Dr. Gwendolyn Washington Pla ‘61
Pleasant Green Baptist Ch 
Mrs. Gloria Reeves Poe ‘56
Fred D Powell ‘67
Mrs. C. Dianne Powell ‘71
Mr. Kermic L. Powell ‘68
Mrs. Bernie Powers-Sims ‘42
Laverne Lane Prager ‘56
Mrs. Anne Pinkney Prince ‘54
Juliette W Pryor ‘86
Dr. Roderick W. Pugh Ph.D. ‘40
Mrs. Rose M Pyles ‘51
R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation 
Ms. Zetella Rabb ‘60
 Mrs. Wilma Ray-Bledsoe ‘59
Dr. Jonathan R. Reed ‘56
Ridley Temple Foundation, Inc. 
Estate of Margaret B. Rivers ‘35
Mrs. Hildred E. Roach-Stafford ‘57
Mr. William M. Roberts ‘51

Mr. Chester K. Robinson ‘66
Ms. Joan Barnes Ross ‘66
Dr. Richard A. Roy ‘76
Rosemary Stone Royal ‘56
Charlotte R. Sanders ‘81
Saturn Corporation 
Rev. Dr. Herbert M. Schafale ‘56
Mrs. Naomiruth McGavock Scott ‘40
Dr. Timothy V. Scott ‘64
Dr. Thomas S. Seibles ‘49
Mrs. Barbara Bluford Seibles ‘49
Mr. Donald A. Shipley ‘81
Dr. Dazelle D. Simpson ‘45
Mrs. Vivian L. Sims ‘50
Skillman Foundation 
Dr. Marjorie P. McCoy Smith ‘63
Dr. Quentin T. Smith ‘61
Mr. Dennis E. Smith ‘70
Ms. Marie F. Smith ‘61
Lynne G. Spann ‘71
Mrs. Valeria Thomas Spann ‘55
Dr. James S. Stanback III ‘51
State Farm Companies Foundation 
Mrs. Adrienne B. Stith ‘62
 Muriel Fitzgerald Storey ‘57
Mr. Charles I. Story ‘76
SunTrust Bank 
Sverdrup Technology, Inc. 
Dornetha E. Taylor ‘71
Tennessee Democratic Party Federal 
Robert W. Terry ‘71
Richard P. Thornell Esq ‘56
Dr. Henry Tomes Jr. ‘57
Mrs. Vivian H. Tucker ‘46
Mrs. Lulu Bridges Tudor ‘39
Dr. Richard M. Turner III ‘56
United Supreme Council Charitable 

Foundation 
Mrs. Sheila E. Vaden-Williams ‘81
Mr. Leo E. Vanterpool ‘71
Ms. Terrie Vizzone 
Mrs. Ferdie M. Walker ‘50
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis 
Dr. Gilbert Walton ‘68
 John W. Waters Ph.D. ‘57
Rufus S Watson ‘56
Mrs. Elwyn Ellison Welch ‘39
Ms. Leah Rose B. Werthan 
Dr. Acquenetta V. Wheeler ‘73
Bridgette Burch White ‘81
Quay W Whitlock ‘56
Mr. Edward L. Whitman ‘58
Mr. Robert K. Wiley ‘76
Brenda B. Spriggs Wiley M.D. ‘66
Dr. Bryant B. Williams ‘51
Ms. Nellie G Williams ‘45
Dr. Frank F Wilson ‘56

Mrs. Thomasena M. Wood ‘76
Woodcuts 
Atty. Frederick T. Work ‘56
Ms. Patricia A. Wright ‘61
Youngstown Community Housing, Inc. 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority-Pi Zeta Chapter 
Mrs. Geraldyne I. Pierce Zimmerman 

‘32

Gold & Blue Society
The Honorable Ronald B. Adrine ‘69
Mrs. Leslie G. Adrine-Goggins ‘72
Ms. Terri L. Allen ‘81
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Pi 

Chapter Alumni 
Mrs. Courtney Black Artis ‘81
Ms. Najuma Atkinson ‘93
Dr. Sandra L. Barnes ‘86
Mrs. Amy L. Barnes ‘47
Mrs. Catherine C. McCree Barthwell 

‘44
Ms. Stephanie A. Bass ‘61
Dr. Brenda G. Bass-Roper ‘72
Ms. Imani K. Bazzell ‘81
Mrs. Jacqueline B. Beck 
Belmont United Methodist Church 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Belton 
Ms. Diana L. Collins Benedict ‘81
Dr. Lawrence B. Blackmon ‘79
Dr. Carol B Boone ‘66
Mrs. Eleanor B. Gragg Boswell ‘39
Annette C Bracey ‘78
Phillip E. Brooks Jr. ‘62
Frederick Philip Brown ‘71
Aaron Brown Jr. ‘51
Jerome Butler ‘66
Charlotte Price Butts NHA ‘81
C. R. Bard Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Bernard L. Charles ‘52
Mr. Robert Churchwell ‘49
Mrs. Jean Crowder Collins ‘53
 Louise F Crosby ‘51
Dr. Rhonda Cecil Cunningham-Burley 
Mrs. Deborah M. Curry ‘80
Carolyn Jones Dandy ‘57
Rowena Jenkins Daniels ‘81
Mrs. Paulette J. Delk ‘67
Mr. Tsehay Demeke 
Dr. Charles O. Dillard ‘56
Mr. Robert L. Dillingham ‘74
Ms. Barbara J. Dorsey ‘64
Mr. Derrick W. Dowell ‘76
Ms. Thena M. Durham ‘66
Edmondson Chapel Missionary 

Baptist Church 
Cornelia J Edwards ‘52
Mr. Donald M. Edwards ‘63
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Muriel E Eneas ‘41
Mr. Frank M. Ennix ‘56
Equifax, Inc. 
Dr. Allen M. Evans ‘82
Mrs. Jeanne M. Allen Faulkner ‘51
Mr. James H. Floyd ‘51
Bridget J Floyd ‘76
Mr. Kelvin D. Ford ‘76
Dr. Jane G. Fort ‘58
Ms. Amanda G. Fowler 
Dr. Phyllis Freeman-Junior ‘86
Mr. Wilson Frost ‘50
Ms. Edneil E. Fuller ‘46
 Sandra A Givens ‘61
Mrs. Precious Jewel Graham ‘46
Ann L Green ‘58
Ms. Harriet M. Green ‘81
Dr. Rona R. Green ‘83
Mrs. Thelma S. Greene-Clardy ‘48
Ms. Barbara H. Griffa ‘55
Yolanda Gross ‘61
Mrs. Catherine E. Rice Haley ‘51
Handleman Company 
Darricka Carter Hardy ‘86
Jennifer L Harper M.D. ‘75
Mr. Mark C. Harper ‘81
Mr. Luther R. Harris ‘51
Mrs. Florabelle Raymond Haynes ‘48
Mr. Ollice C. Holden ‘65
Dr. Carrell Y. Peterson Horton ‘49
Dr. Nadene R. Houser-Archield ‘82
Ms. Elaine C. Hudson ‘81
Terrance A. Hurd ‘86
Gloria J Hutchings ‘51
Interdenominational Minister’s 

Fellowship 
 J.A. Henry Consistory-#48 
Linda A Jackson ‘74
Mrs. Willie K. Ridley Jackson ‘49
Mrs. Annabelle G. Jarrett ‘35
Mr. Sanderson Charles Jeter ‘71
Mr. Roy L. Johnson ‘77
Mr. Gregory P. Johnson Esq. ‘76
Dr. Josie Robinson Johnson ‘51
 Lena Weathers Johnson ‘86
Mrs. Michelle H. Johnson ‘76
Mr. P. Gregory Johnson ‘70
Ms. Shirlyn Johnson-Granville ‘82
Mary E. Jones ‘61
Joyful Heart Baptist Church 
Mr. Raynard Kington 
Mrs. Joyce Nance Kirby-Edwards ‘61
Mrs. Bernice R. Lee ‘48
Mrs. Kathleen McCree Lewis 
Mr. Roger W. Lewis ‘88
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Barbara J. Martin ‘61

Mr. James Mathis 
Ms. Joy J. McElrath ‘71
Dr. Lowri Howard McGowan ‘73
Dr. Mary E. McKelvey-Welch 
Lucy J. Crawford McLamb ‘61
Mrs. Edith P. Mehlinger ‘48
Ms. Marlene E. Melton ‘66
Dr. Allison E. Metz ‘65
Miami Valley Fisk Club 
Ms. Deborah D. Miller ‘76
Dr. Dennis W. Miller ‘71
Clara A. Mims ‘61
Mr. David B Mitchell ‘67
Dr. Leroy Murray ‘60
Mrs Barbara C Murrell 
National Panhellenic Council of 

Nashville 
Mrs. Bonita Dixson O’Banion ‘61
Mrs. Audrey L. Ogletree ‘61
Mr. Laurence R. Ogletree ‘62
Carolyn Yarbrough Olive ‘66
Once For All Inc. 
Ms. Lauryl S. Osborne ‘75
Rose Anne Palmieri 
Pepsico Foundation, Inc. 
Mrs. Lura Peters ‘51
Mrs. Joanne D. Pierce ‘63
Dr. Raymond J. Pitts Jr. ‘64
Mr. David M. Porter Jr.
Mrs. Iral D. Porter ’61
Henri Helen Randolph ‘56
Mrs. Jessica Pettus Rankins ‘58
Esther N. Rauch Ph.D. ‘61
Mrs. Alyce T. Rawlins ‘50
Ms. Yvonne Lona Rawls 
Ms. Monica Rhea ‘78
Ms. Joyce L. Richardson 
Judson W. Robinson III ‘81
Mrs. Mildred W. Robinson ‘65
Dr. Nathaniel M. Robinson ‘50
Ms. Royeta P. Rodgers ‘54
Mrs. Blanche Rodgers ‘65
Mrs. Cecilia A. Sawyer-Lawson ‘81
Jerrold P. Saxton M.D. ‘68
Mrs. Frances F Sears ‘56
Willis B. Sheftall, Jr. PhD
Mrs. MaryAnn Chatman Smith ‘56
Allison W Smith ‘81
Ms. Gail P. Smith ‘74
Dr. Ernestine R. Collins Smith ‘52
Ron T Smith ‘61
Beverly A. Spruill ‘76
St. James Missionary Baptist Church 
St. Thomas Health Services 
Mrs. Joan M. Jackson Stanley ‘48
Norma J Streams ‘71
Student Government Association 

Madeline B. Swann Ph.D ‘73
Willie M Swoope ‘76
Time Warner Inc. 
Top Ladies of Distinction 
Mrs. Geraldine Chambliss Trammell 

‘43
William E. Troutt PhD
Mrs. Clevonne Watkins Turner ‘66
Mrs. Patricia H. Turner ‘50
Mr. Steve Turner 
Michel D. Vaughan ‘74
Ms. Ruth E. Vaughn ‘50
Dr. G. Dwight Walker ‘68
Terri L. Walker ‘86
Dr. Ronald W. Walters ‘63
Mrs. June Strong Wardlaw ‘46
Mrs. Marian E. Tolliver Watkins ‘42
Mrs. Cynthia Rivers Watson ‘59
Ms. Faye J. Weaver ‘67
Patricia P White ‘61
The Honorable Marcus D. Williams 

‘74
Mr. David Williams II
Dr. John F. Williams ‘52
Louis A Williams Jr. ’76
Mrs. Sandra Mitchell Wilmore ‘66
Jean Wilson ‘56
Mrs. Betty Smith Wingfield 
Mrs. Eloise Wood-Oguno ‘86
Mrs. Freda W. Wright ‘86
Wyeth Vaccines 
Ridgeley L Young ‘86

1866 Circle Society
3M Foundation, Inc. 
Dr. Roderick H. Adams Jr. ‘72
Mrs. Lillian Tolbert Adams ‘51
Aetna Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Samuel W. Allen ‘38
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, 

Kappa Lambda Omega Chapter 
Dr. Peggy A. Alsup ‘56
Ms. Rosalyn Anderson 
Mr. Sylvester Anderson ‘79
Carolyn L. Matchett Archie ‘86
Mr. Cola E. Ashe ‘64
Mrs. Pansye S. Atkinson ‘52
Mrs. Kathleen Starke Baker ‘49
Mrs. June Skinner Banks ‘56
Mr. Chester R. Bell ‘52
Dr. Edward V. Bennett Jr. ‘69
Mrs. Girlene J. Berry ‘81
Belinda Biscoe ‘71
Fred R. Bland ‘51
Mrs. Wilma F. Boyd ‘51
Mrs. LeVette J. Boyd-Buggs ‘81
Ms. Angela Bradby ‘68

Mrs. JoAnn Akers Bradley ‘55
Constance Bridgeforth ‘75
Mrs. Virginia A. Bright ‘61
Mr. Robert A. Brooks ‘53
Philip E Brown ‘81
Mrs. Beverly J. Lane Brown ‘86
Michele V Brown ‘71
Denise A Bruton-Sullivan ‘74
Mayme Carol Bugg ‘66
Dr. Arnold Burger 
Ms. Mary K. Bush ‘69
Napoleon B Butler ‘86
Anna S Callender ‘51
Mr. Alphonso A. Campbell ‘54
Mrs. Barbara J. Carson ‘50
Sandra H. Carter ‘67
Mr. Samuel K. Chandler ‘90
Fredricka Hawkins Charity ‘76
Chase Manhattan Foundation
Mrs. Sadie M. Clark ’51
Mr. Gregory E. Coble ‘78
Mrs. Gail A. Carter Collins ‘81
Dr. James E. Collins II ‘81
Convergys 
Mrs. Irma T. Payne Copeland ‘50
Dr. Leon D. Cowan ‘50
Mr. Earl E. Dailey ‘51
Mr. Roger E. Dash ‘49
Mrs. Janet M. Booker Davis ‘76
Ann C Davis ‘61
Ms. Delora E. Davison ‘60
Dr. Jacqueline Cogdell DjeDje ‘70
Mrs. Elena Dodd 
Mr. De Witt S. Dykes ‘60
Ms. Gloria Y. J. Elliott ‘72
Mauris L Emeka ‘61
Mrs. Katharine W. Ennix ‘65
Dr. Theopolis Fair ‘63
FannieMae Foundation 
Mr. Reginald Farris 
Mrs. Eleanor W. Ferguson ‘38
Mr. Ewald F. Fischer 
Fisk Mini College 
Willie C. Fleming ‘51
Reverend William E. Flippin ‘74
Ms. Dorothy K. Fort ‘65
Mrs. Lois B. Fortson ‘53
Dr. William J. Frazier ‘64
Vivian E Freeman ‘46
Friedkin Business Services 
Dr. LeTosha Gale ‘93
Dr. Jackie R. Gardner ‘48
Mrs. Cheryl A. Bethea Gardner ‘81
Ms. Dixie Garr 
General Motors Corporation 
Mrs. Lillian Stukes Giddings ‘59
Mr. David L. Gilliam ‘68

39	 Volume 2 Issue 1	 March  2007

•5-honor roll.indd   39 4/25/07   6:47:07 PM



HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Y. Ernestine Williams Grayson ‘51
Ms. Pamela E. Green ‘68
Mr. Rodney W Griffin Sr. ‘71
Mr. Darryl L. Griffin 
Mrs. Kyra M Grimes-Robinson ‘93
Ms. Peggy A. Harding ‘61
The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings ‘58
Dr. Rosetta R. Haynes ‘86
Dr. Jesse T. Henderson ‘49
Valton D Henderson ‘77
Gwendolyn Witherspoon Henderson 

‘51
Mr. Maurice L. Henderson ‘50
Ms. Jolinda Herring ’85
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Hill Jr.
Gail L Hoffman ‘74
Laverne Hill Holland ‘65
Patricia Hoover ‘66
Dianne McAfee Hopkins Ph.D. ‘66
Hyundai Motor America 
Mr. Damien Jackson ‘97
Jane & Richard Eskind and Family 

Foundation 
Carol R Jasmine ‘61
Ms. Karen M. Jenkins ‘81
John B. Jewell III
Mr. Charles S. Johnson III
Mr. Gregg L. Johnson 
Annie M Johnson ‘56
Mr. Ulysses J. Johnson ‘51
Ms. Dolores G. Jones ‘67
Mrs. Cheryl Jones-Dix ‘70
Mrs. Hazel Joyner-Smith 
Julie Music Publishing 
Mrs. Tamiko L. Allison Kamara ‘91
Ms. Pamela Kellar ‘80
Dr. Preston King ‘56
Mr. Robert H. Kirk ‘53
Henrietta Lanier Kneifel ‘51
Mrs. Lauree Griffin Lane ‘52
Mrs. Sylvia T. Langford ‘64
Major R League ‘60
Ms. Jane E. Lee ‘57
Mr. Christopher Leggett 
Mrs. Natalie C. Lett ‘76
Delois Lewis ‘58
Mr. Jones P. Lewis Jr. ‘60
Dr. Orlando B. Lightfoot ‘57
Ms. Pamela R. McCoy Lipsey ‘83
Mrs. Mattie Hatcher Long ‘53
Mr. Spence Maners 
Francene C Mangham ‘67
Mr. Carleton Brantley Maxwell ‘02
Mr. Charles M. May ‘50
Dr. Nebraska Mays 
Carla R. Mazique ‘81
Adrienne S McWilliams ‘77

Mr. Russell P. Merriweather ‘50
Mrs. Donna Miller 
James L. Moffett Jr. ‘76
Beverly J. Moody ‘69
Mrs. Mary Hicks Moss ‘63
Richard A Motley ‘51
June Lewis Mustiful PhD ‘74
Ms. Linda Myles ’78
Mr. George E. Norman ‘80
Mr. Delano O’Banion ‘59
Mrs. Lenore Ballard Patterson ‘74
Denise L Peeples ‘81
Jasa F Pennington ‘47
Dr. Sheila R. Peters 
Kenneth D. Peters Sr. ‘71
Dr. Raymond O. Pierce ‘51
Adolfina M. Polk ‘77
Mr. Robert S. Poole ‘72
George W. Powell Jr. ‘77
Dr. Ruth F. Quarles ‘74
Ms. Ruth Rambo ‘60
Mrs. Ruby L. Ray-Robinson ‘78
Mrs. Dawn Nichelle Reese 
Mrs. Bernice A. Reeves ‘37
Sherlynn Reid ‘57
Gwendolyn Moyse Richardson ‘61
Dr. Kay G. Roberts ‘72
Ms. Cheryl P. Robinson ‘66
Judith M. Oliver Robinson ‘71
Roger Heights Baptist Church 
Mrs. Marcia A. Rogers ‘77
Vickie Roland ‘81
Mr. Vernon H. Ross ‘75
Mrs. Sherri Rucker 
Ms. Linda A. Ruiz 
Mrs. Gloria P. Samuel ‘53
Dr. Paul F. Scott ‘67
Mr. Calvin R. Scott ‘43
Corey J. Scruggs M.D. ‘97
Mr. Walter T. Searcy ‘72
Mrs. Pamela E. Wilcox Seats ‘92
Mr. Leon W. Shannon ‘64
Wendell L Shelton ‘71
Mrs. Alma M. Simmons ‘50
Mr. Abraham T. Smith Jr.
Mrs. Tennie Elizabeth Smith 
Attorney Leslie E. Smith-Turner ‘66
Mrs. Brenda Stanford Southerland ‘74
Mr Shelton Sparks 
Marcia Prewitt Spiller ‘72
Dr. John M Springer Jr.
Mrs. Genevieve M. Stewart ‘70
Mr. Donald L. Stewart ‘58
Mrs. Linda Martin Stewart ‘77
Mrs. Daryl Stuart ‘71
Ms. Lynn P. Talley ‘74
Mr. Dennis L. Taylor ‘79

Beverly L. Telfair ’76
TGC Group Inc. 
Mr. Lee M. Thomas ‘70
Mr. Gerald E. Thompson ‘80
Mrs. Monica M. Thornhill-Joynes ‘70
Peter M Tolliver ‘48
Ann C. Tolliver ‘67
Mrs. Blanche Thompson Toole ‘59
Mr. Jim Tu 
Mr. Preston J. Turner ‘77
Patsi A Turner ‘76
Zeta E. Gibson Von Winbush ‘62
Sharon L Wallace ‘73
Ms. Janet K. Walsh ‘94
Mr. Hershell A. Warren ‘74
Dr. Lena Knight Weathers ‘51
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Werthan 
Mr. Ken West 
Ms. Lora L. Williams ‘73
Dr. Jamye Coleman Williams ‘39
Ms. Adrian L. Williams-Dovo ‘77
Dr. Jacquelyn G. Wilson ‘58
Mrs. Vera A. Woodruff ‘51
Juanita Shannon Woods ‘51
Mrs. Olivette I. Hawkins Wooldridge 

‘43
Patricia Fonville Wright ‘67
Joyce E. Howell Young MD ‘54

Heritage Circle Society
Ms. Brooke Ackerly 
Ms. Carol L. Adams ‘65
Ms. R. Glenn Adams 
Mrs. Rosa Lee Adamson ‘43
Mrs. Andrea R. Alexander ‘82
Mrs. Ruby L. Allen ‘52
Mrs. Barbara J. Alleyne ‘52
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. -Tau 

Beta Omega 
Mr. Jasper L. Ambers ‘67
Dr. Benjamin S. Anderson Jr. ‘57
Ms. Jule C. Anderson ‘57
Mrs. Lois Anderson 
Ms. Ruth E. Anderson ‘96
Ms. Wanda Andrews ‘78
Anonymous Gift - WFSK 
Mrs. Thyria Greene Ansley ‘74
Dr. Philip E. Autry 
Mrs. Stephanie Avery-Boyd ‘74
Mrs. Cheryl D. Spriggs Bailey ‘79
Dr. Ronald W. Bailey ‘78
Dr. Shirley Jordan Bailey ‘58
Mrs. Eleanor J. Baker ‘62
Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & 

Berkowitz, PC 
Ms. Faye T. Banks ‘78
Mrs. Donna J. Barefield ‘75

Mr. Leonus T. Batiste III ‘69
Mrs. Jennifer J. Bell-Mitchell ‘91
Dr. Ray B. Bennett ‘91
Mrs. Chandra D. Allen Bennett ‘00
Dr. Warren L. Bennett ‘58
Mr. Arthur R. Berry ‘50
Mr. Roderick K. Bickerstaff ‘79
Mrs. Deborah H. Biggers JD ‘75
Mrs. Cassandra T. Biles ‘69
Dr. Powell Bilyeu 
Mrs. Revella Gunn Blanks ‘50
BMW of North America, LLC 
Leila K Boatright ‘62
DeNyce Y Bonaparte ‘71
Mrs. Cynthia Rawls Bond ‘55
Mrs. Pearle L. Booker ‘53
Teresia Bost ‘92
Linda W Bowie ‘00
Pauletta B. Bracy ‘69
Mr. Samuel E. Brock ‘60
Ms. La Nita E. Brooks ‘58
Margery B. Brooks ‘65
Ms. Debra Brown ‘83
Kellie G Brown ‘91
Mrs. Melinda C. Brown ‘66
Shawna L Brown ‘82
Vera Brown-Curtis Esq.
Mrs. Charline C. Bowen Browning ‘60
Mr. Calvin Bruce ‘78
Mr. Peter J. Buchanan ‘54
Ms Valija Bumbulis 
Mr. Teddy F. Burk 
Alicia Weathers Burney ‘76
Mr. James W. Burney ‘72
Mr. Matthew Bruce Burnham 
Mr. William T. Burton ‘85
Angeline Butler ‘61
Mr. James W. Byrdsong ‘55
Mrs. Gwendolyn L. Stevens Cain ‘75
Janelle R. Caldwell-West ‘81
Dr. Cynthia B. Calhoun ‘74
Mrs. Dolores W. Calhoun ‘48
Dr. Lucius B. Calloway ‘49
Mr. Robert M. Campbell 
Capers Memorial CME Churc 
Claire L. Carey ‘64
Minnie R. Carr ‘86
Bettie J Carroll ‘52
 Ms. Michelle M. Carter ‘73
Lamore J Carter ‘50
Mr. Gregory Cashion 
Mr. Warren I. Cassidy Jr.
Victoria L Chapman ‘83
Ms. Arlene A. Charles ‘91
Ms. Lonelyss B. Charles ‘96
Chevron Corporation 
Samuel W Chiles ‘73
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Mrs. Evelyn B. Clark ‘47
Mrs. Mary Lindsey Clark 
Sharon M Clarke ‘96
Lerlie P Cleveland ‘66
Mrs. Camilla S. Cobb ‘73
Dolores A Coleman ‘63
Roberta J Coleman ‘67
Dr. Linda Ellison Brown Coleman ‘70
Angelia W. Coleman ‘86
Bette M. Coleman ‘48
Julius N. Coles D.D.S. ‘68
Dr. James R. Collier ‘68
Dr. Roosevelt D. Collins ‘52
Ms. Sharon Combs 
Shirley A Cook ‘70
Mrs. Melva Hickman Cooke ‘54
Dr. William E. Cooper 
Mae K Copeland ‘46
Mr. Thomas F. Corcoran 
Mrs. Sharon Hardeman Coulter ‘78
Ms. Vicki R. Counts ‘96
Arnett W. Counts ‘53
Beverly A Cowan ‘65
Cyd C. Noble Cox ‘76
Ms. Dorothy G. Cox ‘84
Mrs. Jean Nobles Cragg ‘47
Andrea D Craig ‘70
Mrs. Edwyna A. Cravath 
Mr. Phillip Cravath 
Ms. Patti M. Crosby 
Malcolm F Cunningham ‘77
Mr. & Mrs. Karlis Dankers 
Ms. Sara M. Davis ‘02
Beatrice L Davis ‘58
Ms. Gina R. Davis ‘82
Ms. Sharon K. Davis ‘65
Rosetta N Davis ‘68
Mrs. Tommie M. Buford Dawson ‘34
Delk Industries, Inc. 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. - Mu 

Rho Chapter 
Ms. Nancy-Ann Min Deparle 
Flora M. Dix ‘47
Ms. Beverly J. Dixon ‘75
Mrs. Nicole Dixon-Smith ‘91
D. James Donald ‘65
Devin T Donovan ‘00
Mrs. Dorothy Radford Dorsey ‘69
Gregory G. Dove ’98
Leslie R Dowdell Cannon ‘76
Ms. Phyllis V. Eddleman ‘60
Dr. Clarence Edmondson Jr. ‘58
Mrs. Edna H. Edwards ‘53
Mrs. Goldie Gibson Edwards ‘48
Gwendolyn D. Currie Edwards ‘76
Mrs. Shirley A. Randolph Eglen ‘60
Raven E Elliott ‘42

Doris H Ellison ‘47
Mrs. Leontine F. Espy ‘52
Essence Day Spa 
Ms. Sydne L. Ewell ‘73
Mr. Robert H. Ewing ‘53
Mrs. Louetta Brooks Farr ‘64
Mrs. Muriel Diggs Felder ‘57
Mr. Donald T. Ferron ‘60
Mr. Jeffrey E. Fiddler 
Ms. Myra Dixon Finley ‘68
Dr. Lenore Turner Floyd ‘61
Mr. Joseph Folz 
Olivia B. Ford ‘42
Lori N. Ford-Bailey ‘86
Dr. Henry W. Foster 
Mary Ann Thomas Bacon Franklin ‘74
Mr. William L. Freeman ‘74
Barbara Bond Frey ‘71
GAAFU, Inc. 
Mr. Keith Gaddie ‘03
Julia Gaddy ‘41
Dr. Lonnetta T. Gaines ‘68
Mr. Henry D. Gaines ‘61
Mrs. Jennifer Nelson Gamble ‘91
George L. Gardiner ‘63
Ms. Cheryl R. Garner 
Cynthia Elliott Garnett ‘67
Mrs. Dorothy L. Carr Gay ‘78
Dr. David E. Gearring ‘70
Nannette B Gibson ‘51
Mrs. Maxine J. Giddings ‘61
Mrs. Bernice W. Giles 
Ms. Charlotte E. Giles ‘58
Dr. Voris W. Glasper Jr. ‘89
Mrs. Muriel Webb Glass ‘54
Grace Chapel 
Marilyn E. Grant ‘68
Mr. Clayton Gray Jr. ‘57
Mrs. Estella R. Greaves ‘61
Mr. Robert W. Green 
Mr. Joseph E. Green ‘59
Ms. Sharon R. Green 
Gresham Smith and Partners
Mrs. Annie Lockhart Grier ‘74
Janice M Grimes ‘59
Dolores D Grissom ‘59
Ms. Laurie M. Gunter ‘53
Dr. Gwendolyn N. Hale 
Kevin J. Hales ‘89
Mr. Robert L. Hall ‘72
Mr. Scott Halyard 
Ms. Isabel M. Hamill ‘48
Hon. Cheri Bryant Hamilton ‘72
Calvin Harper ‘62
Lois J Harris ‘64
Mr. Bobby S. Harris Jr.
Mrs. Sarah A. Harris ‘46

Mr. Raymond Harrison ‘81
Mrs. Hermine D. Harris-Pinson ‘75
Robert L Harvey Sr. ‘50
Ms. Linda L. Hay ‘72
Mrs. Bertha L. Haynes ‘62
Dr. Fred L Haynes ‘62
 Norma Wall Haywood ‘48
Mrs. Wyonella M. Henderson-Greene 

‘75
Mrs. Miriam E. Johnson Henry ‘64
Mrs. Carla V. Henson-Bowden ‘78
Vernon Herald ‘81
Mrs. Wendy R. Edmonds Hicks ‘82
Wilbur C. Hicks ‘68
Dr. Wille K. Hill ‘49
Carla Stotts Hills ‘81
Stanley W Hilton ‘59
Mr. Roscoe Hines Jr.
Evelyn A Hines ‘45
Mrs. Marilyn Alexander Hinton ‘71
Mr. William N. Holland ‘73
Eugene L Holt ‘81
Mrs. Frances L Hooks ‘49
Dr. Deanna Ford Horton ‘68
Howard Congregational Church 
Ms. Julia N. Hudson ‘63
Mr. John G. Huffman ‘77
Mrs. L. Casma Gregory Huie ‘63
Dr. George Hull Jr.
La Juana M Hunter ‘52
Tovis Y Ingram ‘98
Mrs. Janice Ayer Jackson ‘68
Mrs. Bobette Smith Jackson ‘50
Charlotte Dean Jackson ‘43
Mrs. Sandra H. Jackson 
Mollie J Jackson ‘57
Mr. Philip Jackson ‘58
Shirley A. Lee Jackson ‘55
Kathy D Jackson ‘62
Ms. Rolaunda Patric James 
Ms. Gloria B. Jeffrey ‘54
Mr. Lee C. Jenkins ‘64
Emmitt E Jimmar ‘65
La’Kiska J Jimmar ‘97
Mrs. Alice Jones Johnson ‘42
Christina Elizabeth Johnson ‘05
Donzell Johnson ‘63
Dr. Henderson A. Johnson IV ‘80
Marilyn G Johnson ‘63
Mrs. Thomasena Y. Johnson-Mitchell 

‘83
Alfrae I Johnson-Ragins ‘77
Tonya T. Johnson-Smallwood ‘91
Gwendolyn Jones ‘67
Ms. Leigh A. Jones ‘00
Nettie T Jones ‘63
Tom Jones 

Gail A Jordan ‘74
Perry W Joyner ‘64
Mrs. Margaret R. Kaigler-Armstead 

‘74
Ms. Kathryn Karipides 
Mrs. Evelyn D. Bramlette Kelker ‘48
Mr. Matthew W. Kennedy ‘47
Charlotte L. Kennedy ‘71
Leon Key ‘77
Florence S Kidd ‘64
Ms. Barbara N. King ‘74
Dr. Estelle H. King ‘45
Ms. Frankie D. King ‘83
Rosalyn O. King ‘66
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald B. Kirksey 
Lake Providence Baptist Church 
Mrs. Lutonia A. Laurent ‘59
Mr. Ronald P. Laurent ‘60
Carolyn M Lavender ‘73
Tanya L Lawrence ‘74
Audrey S Lawson ‘40
Ms. Margie N. Lee 
Dr. Katherine Inez Lee ‘63
Mrs. Brenda B. Lee ‘68
Ms. Sally M. Levine 
Mr. Thomas S. Lewis ‘60
Mr. Julius Livas 
Louisville Chapter of the Girl Friends, 

Inc. 
Hettie F Love ‘43
Mr. Weijie Lu 
Dr. Michael R. Lyles 
Marjorie L Mack ‘47
Ms. Sonia A. Madison 
Rhoda B. Malone ‘66
Mr. Walter D. Marianelli 
Mr. Clive R. Markland ‘97
Ionis B. Martin ‘57
Grace Y Mason ‘62
Dr. Arletta B. Massey-Verley ‘61
Mrs. Taravia Taylor Maynard ‘95
Mrs. Denise M. McBride ‘74
Mr. Hassell H. McClellan ‘67
Mr. James H. McCree ‘54
Ms. Amber C. McDougall ‘81
Tyrone McKinnie ‘76
Mrs. Veonie T. McKinnie ‘74
Sharon D McKinnie-Valdez ‘81
Sharon J McMillan ‘72
Ms. Michael McMullan 
Ms. Gizelle V. McPhee ‘80
Antonio Q Meeks ‘96
Mr. Jason L. Meriwether 
Mrs. Halimae R. Miller ‘45
Mrs. Martha A. Miller ‘58
Helen Mills ‘64
Dr. Reavis L. Mitchell Jr. ‘69

41	 Volume 2 Issue 1	 March  2007

•5-honor roll.indd   41 4/25/07   6:47:09 PM



HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Ms. Wandra G. Mitchell ‘77
Ms. Regina T. Montoya 
MONY Financial Services 
Dr. Peggy A. Moore ‘65
Dr. Gene P Moore ‘60
Dr. Juel A. Moore ‘62
Mrs. Glenda S Moore ‘70
Ms. Joyce E. Moran 
Mr. Windsor A. Morgan ‘62
Mr. William L. Morrow ‘49
Jack S Motley ‘49
Mr. Joel Wilson Motley Jr.
Mrs. Teresa Carpenter Muler ‘77
Mrs. Marion Rutledge Murphy ‘52
Mr. Mike A. Myers 
Dr. Lawrence R. Neblett Sr. ‘49
Mrs. Brenda P. Nevels ‘69
Mr. Ross W. Newsome 
Dr. Lonnie H. Norris ‘64
Dr. LeMont T. Norris ‘83
Northrop Grumman Foundation 
Harriet A. Nunley ‘65
Ms. Phyllis M. Ocker 
Mrs. Bettye Mason Odom ‘58
Herbert B Odom ‘68
Mr. & Mrs. Orin C. Odom 
Mr. David A. Ofori 
One Georgia Bank Organizing Group, 

LLP 
Dr. Joan Murrell Owens ‘54
Dr. Mary W Parks ‘54
Mrs. Adrienne J. Patel ‘69
Mrs. Erica D. Burch Patterson ‘69
Mrs. Alfredda Hunt Payne ‘70
Lee Pennington ‘47
Rhonda D Peoples-Waters ‘96
Robert L Perkins ‘61
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
Janeria M Phillips ‘53
Mrs. Mary L. Phillips ‘47
Brenda C Philpot-Ellis ‘65
Mrs. LaPearl Philyaw ‘39
Pianoman Enterprises 
Ms. Ruth A. Pierce 
Mr. Dewayne A. Pigg ‘75
Ms. Freda L. Player ‘00
Martha A Pointer ‘50
Charlotte Brooks Polk ‘57
Ms. Deborah Campbell Ponder ‘74
Mrs. Kathleen Walker Poole ‘73
Dr. David Popkin 
Ms. Charlene D. Portee ‘82
Mr. Ronald L. Potts ‘69
Joan L Powell ‘56
Fred D. Powell Jr. ‘00
Fannie W Preston ‘58
Mr. Arthur J. Pritchett ‘58

Tangee M Pruitt ‘97
Mrs. Dorothy J. Pryor ‘45
Mr. Mark L. Puryear III
Mrs. Harriett Head Queen ‘50
Dr. John R. Queen ‘47
Ms. Stacey Rainey 
Richard Ralston ‘58
Frances E Rankin MD ‘65
Eugenia B. Rankins ‘60
Mr. Joseph R. Ransome ‘63
Mr. Norman A. Rapp 
Raytheon Company
Ms. Terita Redd ‘96
Patricia Ann Rencher ‘76
Mrs. Donna Daniels Rice * ‘64
Ms. Marie C. Richardson ‘80
Mrs. Geneva Skinner Richardson ‘46
Carrie Richardson ‘57
Mr. Robert Richardson ‘60
Ms. Pamela E. Riddick ‘74
John Lucien Rigueur ‘03
Annie C Roberts ‘70
James E Roberts ‘85
Mrs. Cynthia Ball Robinson ‘64
Mr. Leonard W. Robinson ‘66
Mrs. Mildred L. Robinson ‘42
Mr. Stanley Blake Roden 
Gertie H Rogers ‘51
Ezzard C. Rolle ‘76
Ms. Deborah A. Ross ‘75
Mrs. Constance Kimbrough Rozier ‘68
Ms. MaryAnn G. Rozzell ‘57
Theresa M Rumford ‘49
Mr. Michael A. Russell ‘79
Brenda D Rustem ‘69
Mrs. Jackie Walton Sadler ‘57
Paul L Saunders ‘51
Mr. James A. Scandrick ‘60
Mrs. Mary G. Schilling ‘76
Dr. Margery Atkins Scott ‘67
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Scott 
Dolores H Scott ‘53
Mrs. Joyce E. Searcy ‘71
Dr. Iris R. Shannon ‘48
Ms. Julia R. Shaw 
Mrs. Carolyn L. Perkins Shelton ‘61
Mr. Gordon M. Sherman 
Mrs. Cindy Brinker Simmons 
Mr. Kenneth Simon 
Ms. Rebecca A. Singleton ‘54
Terry L Singleton ‘76
Burghardt D. Smiley Jr. ‘73
Mrs. Stephanie N. Smith ‘63
Mr. Glenn D. Smith Jr.
Mr. C. Richard Smith 
Mr. Robert H. Smith 
Ms. Carmen D. Smith ‘79

Mrs. Ida F. Smith ‘57
Ms. Judy Smith 
Mr. Thomas H. Smith Jr. ‘53
Dr. Bennett W. Smith, Jr. MD ‘79
Mr. David A. Spengler ‘68
Percy A Staats ‘74
Mr. Lemuel R. Stallworth ‘69
Dr. Otis E. Stanley ‘55
Mr. John W. Stephens 
Ms. Monica E Stevenson ‘86
Mr. Garvin Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. Vancell Stovall 
Mrs. Delores H. Seames Strickland 

‘50
Mrs. Geraldine H. Stukes 
Dr. Niara Sudarkasa ‘57
Sylvan Street Baptist Church 
Evola T. Taylor ‘40
Dr. Debbie Thomas 
Mr. Gillis Thomas 
Susie Ware Thomas ‘46
Mr. Hargis V. Thomas ‘73
Mrs. Lillian D. Thomas 
Mrs. Lauretta A. Thompson-Kennedy 

‘87
George E Tillerson III ‘77
Ms. Debra Dixon Tillery ‘79
Yolanda L. Toney ‘91
Erin Toole Williams ‘91
Mr. Jeffrey Townsend ‘77
Mr. Reed Trickett 
Dr. Traci E Troup-Washington ‘85
Leon F Turner ‘58
Homer D. Tyler ‘39
Mary Ann L. Tyler Ph.D. ‘59
Mr. Lydell D. Tyson ‘96
Vernicka Y Tyson ‘71
University of North Carolina 

Wilmington 
Dr. Marge Harper Upshaw ‘66
Vanderbilt Women’s Basketball and 

Commodore Crew 
Mr. Eric B. Vaughn ‘84
Martin S Vulu ‘96
Howard Walker ‘61
Mrs. Marian Sutton Walker ‘48
Dr. Chantay C. Walker ‘91
Doloris W. Walker ‘69
Mrs. Marilyn H. Wall ‘70
Mrs. Mariel McClendon Wardell ‘55
Mr. James E. Washington Jr. ‘63
JoAnn J Washington ‘61
Patricia Walker Washington ‘61
Mr. David R. Watson 
Mrs. Lois Hillman Watson ‘44
Dr. & Mrs. Nathaniel T. Watts Jr.
Ena L. Weathers ‘84

Wesley Foundation @ Fisk 
Gail E West ‘64
Mr. Gardner V. White ‘83
Dr. George R. White ‘42
Willie M Whiting ‘70
Ms. Elean L. Whitlow 
Mr. David S. Whitt ‘78
Sidney L Wiggins ‘01
Joseph W Wiley ‘55
Mrs. Lakay V. Wilkerson ‘80
Dorythea Williams ‘52
Mrs. Florence L. Williams ‘43
Marshall A Williams ‘76
Christine D Williams ‘81
Mr. Hugh Williams Jr.
Mrs. Jennie Williams ‘50
Nadine Williams ‘51
Tabitha Collier Williams ‘45
Mrs. Theresa Williams-Stoudamire 

‘73
Mrs. Luella Graham Wills ‘69
Mr. Barry E. J. Wilson ‘73
Mr. Henry L. Wilson Jr. ‘79
Arthur L. Wilson ‘68
Mrs. Tadron L. Wilson-Bakari 
Dr. Johanna Smith Wood ‘48
Rosalind Woodhouse ‘61
Mrs. Florence R. Jackson Woods ‘91
John W Young ‘49
Lucinda W Zavelle ‘76
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.-Rho Alpha 

Zeta Chapter

The following individuals and 
organizations have honored Fisk 
through in-kind contributions:

Philip Autry
Carolyn Byrd
Will Carter
Gloria Y. Elliott
Vivian Gonzalez
Henry Hall
Nathaniel Harris
Adrienne Jones
Theodore Jones
Grace Kelly-Driver
Nashville Fisk Club
Hazel O’Leary
Elizabeth Papousek
Donna Rice
Jamaal Sheats
Linda Smith
Steinway Piano Gallery	
Jean Welch
Samuel Williams
Stephanie Williams
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As a historic university, we are blessed with a campus on the 
register of Historic Places. Our campus master plan sets out 
priorities to address the challenges associated with maintaining 

these grand structures, as well as modernizing our facilities to need the 
needs of our students.

With the aid of a Department of Justice Security Grant in the amount 
of $700,000, phase one of campus security enhancements began in 
February 2007. That phase includes exterior cameras throughout campus, 
emergency call boxes placed around the campus, card reader access at all 
residence halls, interior and exterior cameras in the Carl Van Vechten 
Gallery, and the installation of a security monitoring system, located in 
the office of public safety.

Fisk, in conjunction with a local architectural firm, is finalizing a 
document that will outline the University’s master plan for facilities and 
grounds. This plan supports the key initiatives of global and community 
engagement, enhanced physical assets, financial strength, academic 
excellence and infrastructure.

“�We are caretakers of a century and a 
half of historical architecture.”

Enhanced 
Physical Assets

Clockwise from top right:

Jubilee Hall is the first permanent structure erected for the exclusive use of 
educating African American students.

The renovation of the Boyd House provides an updated facility for tutoring and 
outreach for Fisk’s international students. 

Fisk’s restored outdoor tennis courts represent a partnership between the university 
and our local government. They will be ready for use by Fall 2007.

Fisk’s facilities and grounds team provides maintenance for the University’s 
nationally recognized landmarks. 

Fisk’s Special Collections in the John Hope and Aurelia Elizabeth Franklin Library is 
a source for cultural enrichment for visitors from around globe.
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140 Years of Leadership
•    �Over 70% of Fisk graduates go on to attend graduate and professional schools

•    �A recent National Science Foundation study revealed that Fisk graduates more 
African Americans who go on to earn a PhD in the natural sciences than any  
college or university in the nation

•   �Nearly 10% of Fisk’s Class of 2006 qualified for the Phi Beta Kappa National Honor Society

•   �For the fifteenth consecutive year, Fisk has been included among the “Best 361 Colleges” as selected by the Princeton Review 
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